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 S e a s o n ’ s G re e t i n g s t o a l l !

Dear Friends, Colleagues and Community Partners,

2020/2021 have continued to be a challenge for all of us 
amidst, COVID-19.  However, despite many obstacles, 
we at Making the Impossible Possible (MIPO), Inc., 
continue to provide necessary resources to those we are 
called to serve.  The Members of MIPO’s Executive 
Board, staff and volunteers continue to work diligently 
with the support of our partners in accomplishing our 
goals.  This includes, ensuring valuable information 
and resources are made available to our constituents.  
Although we have not been able to hold activities face 
to face, due to restrictions pertaining to COVID-2019, 
we have been successful in having activities via the 
Zoom Platform.  Our commitment to MIPO’s vision 
has remained constant and true to what we do to help 
our young people, their families, immigrants and 
providing educational workshops and forums to the 
community and our stakeholders. 

As we come to the end of 2021, we look forward in 
embracing and planning for the New Year, 2022,
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scholarship recipients also participated.  We look 
forward to continuing to celebrate our future 
graduates in 2022.

In the Summer as is customary, we usually take a 
team to Haiti for our annual mission summer 
program in the suburbs of the Northern region 
outside of Cap-Haitien.  This two-week mission trip 
is usually held in August where the team tends to 
provide an intensive Teacher Lead Training and a 
Summer Talent Ed Workshop, (S.T.E.W.) for 
primary and secondary school children in the 
community.  Although we were not there, as we are 
accustomed to for our missionary trip, a couple of our 
Board Members had the opportunity to go to Haiti to 
provide much needed support during the aftermath of 
the August 14th earthquake that impacted  the 
Southern part of Haiti.  MIPO’s Team continues to 
virtually engage educators who are part of the 
Teacher Lead Certificate Program, which is one of 
our signature programs.  Its aim is to build capacity 
among educators and Haitian administrative 
professionals in the Northern region of Haiti and 
beyond.  We have been able to continue to host our 
Virtual International English Language Learners class 
three times a week.  This has proven to be a very 
successful undertaken and we look forward to 
continuing this new initiative in 2022.  In 2021, we 
partnered with HRA (Haiti Renewal Alliance) to 
provide disaster relief support to those impacted by 
the earthquake in Haiti.  This collaboration has 
enabled the team to continue to be better prepared in 
providing disaster relief during crisis, such as 
earthquakes and other related incidents.  MIPO’s 
Team understands that disaster preparedness is an 
ongoing undertaken and we are partnering with 
other stakeholders to ensure a successful outcome. 

In 2021, MIPO hosted its Fifth (5th) Annual Youth 
Summit entitled: “A Pause in The Journey… and 
Time to Move Forward.”  This signature event was 
held virtually on Thursday, November 11th, 2021.  It 
was a great success!  Although it was a National 
Holiday, we had a huge turnout with over two 
hundred (200) attendees and participants.  This year, 
the summit went international with participants 
from: Haiti, Guyana, France, Jamaica, Dominican 
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago and, of course, our 
youth from the community here in the State.  The 
students were remarkable and responded to our call 
to pitch on spot for a scholarship.  They were several
winners that day.  We look forward to your 

ahead.  Team MIPO would like to express our 
heartfelt gratitude for your continued support. 
While Team MIPO, Inc., is looking forward to 
welcoming a new beginning, with the New Year 
quickly approaching, we are forever indebted to 
you for believing in our mission.  This was truly a 
remarkable year for all of us.  

We began the year with our General Board 
meeting, Sipping and Brainstorming for the Year.  
Unfortunately, we were not able to hold many of 
our signature events.  Our annual Appreciation 
Reception to express our gratitude to everyone 
who impacted our progress, was postponed due to 
the pandemic.  This has always been a celebration 
to welcome and see our supporters and thank them 
for their support.  We look forward to having this 
Special Event in the coming year, in February 
2022, if the pandemic subsides.  Our Annual 
Power of Partnerships, Scholarships and Hall of 
Fame Gala was also postponed for next year, May 
2022.  We will keep you updated.  This Annual 
MIPO’s event is used to highlight outstanding and 
service-bound professionals who have been 
instrumental in contributing toward the success of 
services that we offer to our constituents and 
partners.

On Sunday, July 25th, 2021, MIPO held a 
gathering in an open space in the backyard in 
Brooklyn by making use of Social Distancing, to 
Honor our 2021 Graduates.  The theme was 
around how we have overcome the pandemic thus 
far.  We were able to gather for an afternoon of 
fun, music and food where all the graduates from 
High School and Junior High School were 
Celebrated for their achievements.  MIPO’s Team 
were able to congratulate all the graduates for 
overcoming the pandemic hurdle.  They were 
reminded how bright their future is despite the 
challenges that we have faced.  Our graduates 
were advised to go out there and be the Change 
Agent that they are destined to be. 

The 2021 graduates received gift cards and other 
giveaways as a part of the celebration.  One of the 
perks to the graduates was a book titled, 
“Mountains: Empowerment through Education”, 
written by one of MIPO’s Board Members, Dr. 
Max Jean-Paul.  This was truly a memorable event 
for our graduates, their families and all of us.  
Some of MIPO’s supporters, volunteers and former 



Photos of students attending the 2021 MIPO’s Youth 
Summit in Cap-Haitian, Haiti.

continued support in ensuring such opportunities 
for our young people.  This was a very engaging 
Summit with students and their teachers 
participating from their classrooms.  We are so 
thankful to our elected officials who guest spoke at 
the summit, Keynote Speaker, NYS Senator, 
Majority WHIP, Kevin Parker; Guest Speakers: 
Brooklyn Borough President Elect, Antonio 
Reynoso; NYC Council Member Elect, 
Mercedes Narcisse and Chief Education Officer 
of Guyana, Dr. Marcel Hutson.  The speakers 
were insightful and inspired our youth and other 
participants, reminding them that commitment, a 
focused attitude and persistence is crucial to the 
process.  

The Presenters were as formidable as our special 
guests.  Our presenters included:  Sharifa Rowe 
who presented on Youth & Law; Reginald 
Gustave, presented on Post-Secondary Readiness; 
Joe-Louis McCray presented on Mindfulness & 
Healthy Coping Mechanism for Teens; Rasheedat 
Ajala, presented on An Overview of the Health 
Care Fields; Assel Jean-Pierre, presented on I love 
Music! Does Music Love Me?; and Harold 
Simeon who presented on Investment: Options in 
Education.  We are so appreciative of our 
presenters for sharing their knowledge with our 
attendees.

In closing 2021, we are thankful and grateful to 
our supporters and partners for their ongoing 
support: JetBlue, HRA, CSA, TWU, 1199 SEIU, 
members of MIPO, friends of Haiti, the Diaspora, 
and our international partners who believe in our 
mission to positively impact lives and planting 
seeds in future generations.

Margarette Tropnas
Vice President

If you won a gift card during the Youth Summit and have not claimed it, 
please email us at mipo@mipoinc.org



Reflection
As we close out this year and deal with the 
on-going pandemic, it is always important 
to be grateful and humble.  Let’s remember 
to take a moment of silence for those we 
have lost this year due to COVID-19, 
victims of the earthquake that struck Haiti 
on August 14 and senseless gun violence.

Working with MIPO, Inc., OneDiaspora, 
and other organizations over the year has 
benefited many families and youth to 
navigate through the hurdles of life.  In 
working on the streets of Les Cayes, Haiti, I 
witnessed the strength, determination and 
resiliency of the people.  Additionally, the 
collaboration of organizations in the United 
States has also been positive - coming 
together to assist students, families and 
recent migrants.  

Our recent youth summit had over two 
hundred participants from many countries 
throughout the continents.  A special thank 
you to all the presenters for sharing the 
necessary tools to help our youth succeed in 
their future endeavors.  You have bestowed 
knowledge and inspired out youth to shoot 
for the stars.  

Dr. Max Jean Paul
Education Liaison Director

Let’s remember those we 
have lost in the recent 
earthquake that struck Haiti 
on August 14, 2021.

T h e T e a m



Winners of MIPO’s 
Scholarship “on the 
Spot”
At the November 2021 Youth Summit, there 
were several students who pitched to earn a 
scholarship “on the spot.”  We are happy to 
announce that there were nine winners, five 
from Haiti, two from Guyana and two from 
the U.S.  

These scholars were impressive and effectively 
defended their case on the reason why they 
needed to be the recipients of the FAMIP 
scholarship.  A special session was done to 
support some of the pitchers.  Nevertheless, 
their stories won the hearts of the judges and 
board members.  

We look forward to working with the 
recipients throughout the remaining process to 
ensure a smooth transfer of funds.  

Once again, congratulations to all the “on the 
spot” scholarship winners and we eagerly await 
to hear the stories of future pitchers.

Felina Backer
Founder & President

Partners
Our heartfelt gratitude to our partners who 
supported the 2021 Youth Summit, Dr. Marcel 
Hutson, Chief Education Officer, Guyana 
(W.I.), Ms. Carol Benn, Assistant Education 
Chief Officer, Guyana (W.I.), Mr. Rodolph 
Guillaume & Mr. Jacquelin Alcius, HHCA, 
Haiti (W.I.) and Mr. James Richmond.  Thank 
you for understanding the vision and making the 
Impossible possible. 

Felina Backer
Founder & President

TEAM MIPO
As the year winds down, I want to congratulate 
and thank the members and advisors of MIPO, 
Inc. for a successful year.  It was a challenging 
year; nonetheless, we made a lot of strides with 
forming international partnerships, some of 
which cannot be revealed at this time.  Kudos to 
all, particularly:  Dr. Max Jean Paul, Sandra 
Nelson, Margarette Tropnas, Jasmine 
Philema, Dulyne Desmangles and our advisor 
Dr. Greta Strong.  You are the best. 

Felina Backer
Founder & President



MPO 
SUMMIT 
2021 -  
Haiti’s 
Perspective

travers la ville du Cap Haïtien a eu plus d’une 
centaine de participants à cette grande 
manifestation.  Nous avons recueilli de bon feedback 
sur le sommet en général toutefois certains 
participants se plaignent de ne pas avoir 
l’opportunité de participer au concours de pitch. 
L’équipe de MIPO espère trouver une bonne 
formule pour satisfaire la majorité des participants 
l’année prochaine.

 Il faut noter Making the Impossible Possible, Inc. 
(MIPO, Inc.) est une organisation à but non lucratif  
dédiée à la promotion de la qualité de vie des jeunes 
immigrants et de leurs familles résidant 
principalement dans la région métropolitaine de 
New York et dans d’autres pays tels que Haïti,  
Jamaïque.  Elle poursuit sa mission à travers une 
variété d’activités: formations des professeurs, 
conférences, sommets, ateliers, etc.

La dernière édition de MIPO Virtual Youth 
Summit a été encore  un succès cette année.
Le 11 novembre 2021 entre 10ham et 1hpm, 
MIPO, Inc.  a organisé le 5e édition du sommet 
annuel intitulé:  MIPO, Inc. Youth Summit.”

Cet événement annuel et international présente un 
agenda riche et varié:  des ateliers, des sessions de 
mentorat, du réseautage, de l’orientation de 
carrière, de l’éducation financière notamment les 
nouvelles opportunités technologiques et de crypto 
monnaies et la grande compétition de pitch conçu 
pour les écoliers en vue de gagner des bourses 
d’études.  

Tous ces sujets ont été présentés et épuisés en leur 
totalité par des intervenants hors du commun et de 
haut calibre professionnel.

“A pause in the journey… and A Time to Move 
forward”  Tel est le thème qui a été retenu pour 
cette édition.

Bien qu’il soit encore une fois  déroulé en ligne, en 
Haïti des institutions partenaires ont contribué  et 
ont accueilli des participants dans leur local 
respectif. On peut citer à Cap Haïtien à  lui seul  a 
eu trois sites d’accueil. Le premier : le bureau de 
HAITI HEALTHCARE AIDE INC (HHCA) qui a 
reçu les participants de deux établissements 
scolaires: Collège  Authentique Féminin (CAF ) et 
Famille réunie !  Et le deuxième site d’accueil : le 
collège Regina Assumpta  qui a eu non seulement 
certains de ses élèves comme participants mais aussi 
a accueilli des élèves venant de plusieurs écoles 
telles que Le Collège Saint Joseph (FIC) et Saint 
François Xavier, Collège Christ Roi …
Et enfin le 3e site d’accueil à Labadee, à l’école 
communautaire de Prodev.

Hormis les autres pays qui ont pris part, Haïti à

Par Jacquelin Alcius



August 14th, 2021, I awaken to a vibrant 
cracking noise.  Then, I heard a disturbing and 
loud bang.  For a second I thought, “Robbers 
are trying to get in.”  I was unsure as to what 
was happening until I got a command:  “Let’s 
get out!  It’s an earthquake!”  As I got myself 
out of the bed, I felt a gentle sway.  And, in a 
split second, the bedroom shook and sounded 
like fierce animals devouring one another.  I 
tried standing but a surge threw me 
backward.  My panic caused me to squeezed 
the air out of me.  I was terrified and unable to 
move.   Fortunately, I got help and was rushed 
to safety. 

Safety?  But, safety was inevitable.  I was 
surrounded by broken window glasses and 
broken  frames.  I and others careened our way 
to the backyard to find a safe place.  As I stood 
on that shaky ground, a moment of reflection 
came upon me asking, “What am I doing in 
this part of town?  I normally would be in the 
Northern part of Haiti on a mission trip.”  My 
life just flashed across my mind and cried out 
“God spare me so that I can continue to help 
others.”  Seconds later, the swaying stopped 
and all seemed “normal.” A felling of 
togetherness and “being alive” came upon me 
and those around me.  I  felt hopeful and lucky    
to be alive; but, little did I know at that time 
that farther south, the 7.2-magnitude 
earthquake had left many dead, wounded and 
homeless. 

After connecting with family and friends to 
appease their concerns, I and other family
members decided to venture to the impacted 
area to assess the destruction and provided a 

helping hand to the victims of the earthquake.

Our first stop was Aquin.  And there, we 
spotted a huge crowd of several hundreds 
gathering and comforting one another.  That 
was quite moving.  Though hurt, they were 
still providing emotional support to those who 
needed it most.  In about 25 minutes into our 
journey, our supplies were lack and had to go 
back to refill our much needed supplies, water 
and food.  Upon our return to Fond-Des-
Negres, we felt the first of many aftershocks.  
The day after, I was contacted by OHDEFA to 
accompany them to the South to provide 
additional support.  After spoken to the 
President of MIPO, Inc., I agreed to do so.  

In retrospect, as I helped with packing and 
delivering of goods to the victims of the 
quake, I reminded myself that I will forever be 
grateful to have survived and be of assistance.  

Sandra Battaille
Co-Founder,

Director of Operations

A day to remember



Connect with us!
Please visit our newly re-designed website! You’ll 

love it. www.mipoinc.org 

Leave us a review @ 
http://bit.ly/ LeaveMIPOaReview 

Connect with MIPO on social media 

Our Sponsors

We thank you for your support 
throughout our journey.  We look 

forward to an exciting 2022 with your 
continued support.  

Upcoming Events 
Connecting with MIPO/Networking Appreciation 

Date to be Determined 
 February 2022

Annual Hall of Fame Award Gala 2022 
Date to be Determined 

May 2022

Youth Summit & College/Resource Fair November 
2022 

Interested in presenting or be a vendor?
Contact us. 

Donate to MIPO
Additional ways to donate to MIPO: 

CashApp: $MIPOInc Paypal: 
famipscholarship@yahoo.com 

Or on our website, the “Get Involved 
Page.” www.mipoinc.org 

Join our English learning class today or refer 
someone. 

https://bit.ly/EnglishLanguageLearnerApplication

FAMIP Scholarship Application is now open!

High school seniors, apply for the 
FAMIP Scholarship now! 

If you are a high school senior, you could be one of 
the recipients of the 

MIPO Scholarship for 2022!  
Apply by April 15th, 2022.   Spread the news. 

Click the link or scan the QR below.

https://bit.ly/2022MIPOIncFAMIPScholarshipApplication

Email:  mipo@mipoinc.org Website:  www.mipoinc.org
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