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Lanier Ward is Senior Director of Business Development for Leonardo DRS’s Tactical Systems 

line of business. Since joining the company in 2019, he has led multidomain growth initiatives 

across electronic warfare, counter-unmanned aircraft systems, CMOSS-based cryptographic 

and software-defined radio capabilities (XCM-3), and an open-standards middleware software 

package (SAGEcore™) for tactical platform-level computing. 

Previously, Mr. Ward served as Army Business Development Director for C5ISR at BAE 

Systems. He retired from the U.S. Army as a Colonel in 2018 after 30 years of distinguished 

service, culminating as Director of the Army’s Rapid Equipping Force (REF). His military career 

included command of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, service as Chief of Staff for the     

1st Armored Division and Fort Bliss, and multiple deployments including Desert Storm, 

Operation Able Sentry, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and Operation New Dawn. Following a 

lengthy recovery from injuries sustained in Baghdad in 2003, he returned to duty and completed 

a year-long deployment to Iraq in 2009, among other overseas assignments. 

Education & Recognition 

A graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, Mr. Ward holds master’s degrees from Central 

Michigan University and the Air War College. His awards include the Distinguished Service 

Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, and Purple Heart. 


