
 

 

We all live here in this great state of Iowa, but probably not aware we had so many ‘hidden gems’ right out our back 
door. Let’s go do a little exploring & see what we can find, should we? We’ll go learn a little more of Iowa’s history, 
we’ll visit a landmark or two, and even throw in a couple ‘quirky’ stops.  I’ve divided this into 2 different tours, the 
North Tour & the South Tour, that will run consecutively. So, you can choose to do either tour, or both tours, your 
choice…. 
 

Day 1, Mon. June 20  (L,D) 
We’re off for a fun couple of light-hearted days. We’ll travel to Britt where our first stop will be to visit 
the National Hobo Museum. Did you ever know there was such a place? Since 1900 Britt, Ia. has been 
hosting the National Hobo Convention where hobo’s, former hobo’s, all get together for a fun weekend. 
Do you know the difference between a hobo, a tramp & a bum? You’ll get the answer to this when we visit 
the Museum….Next, bring out your poodle skirts, bobby socks & saddle shoes. We‘re headed for the Surf 
Ballroom near Clear Lake to reminisce the Buddy Holly Days, & all the other great icons that have 
performed there over the years. We’ll leave there with the tunes like ‘Peggy Sue’ playing in our head. Then 
just a few miles down the road we’ll visit the  Kaleidoscope Store in Manley…. Again, another hidden 
gem!… After leaving Manley we’re headed for Decorah where we’ll overnight & take in a couple fun stops 
there tomorrow… 
 

Day 2, Tues. June 21   (B, L) 
Uff-dah! We’re in Decorah, home of Norwegian Heritage. But in addition to Decorah being known as the 
‘Norwegian Capitol of the U.S.’, Decorah sits in one of the most beautiful locations in the Midwest. The 
bluffs, the hills, all so serene! Having lived, myself, in the Decorah area for nearly 40 years, I’d love to show 
you a little of what makes this area so spectacular. Including Dunning Springs & it’s beautiful 
waterfalls, The Seed Savers Farm, just to name a couple.  After spending the morning here we’ll trek over 
to Spillville & visit the Bily Clocks Museum. Lots of historic, beautifully detailed handmade clocks!…. Then 
it’s off for a little gravel road ride to the World’s Smallest Church near Festina, Ia. This church, although 
no longer in service, it seats 8 people…. We’ll then leave this little corner of NE Iowa & take a beautiful 
drive toward the Mississippi, making a couple stops along the way. Late this afternoon we’ll get you 
checked into the Grand Island Resort in Dubuque, which sits right on the Mississippi River Waterfront. 
You’ll have the evening to explore the area, whether it be taking a stroll along the beautiful waterfront or 
walking across the parking lot to the Casino to try your luck at a Slot Machine. There is a nice restaurant 
on site, so no need to travel for a delicious meal of your choosing tonight . 
 

Day 3, Wed. June 22 (B, L) 
This morning we leave Dubuque, making a ’unique’ stop along the way, as we travel to Dyersville. While 
in Dyersville we’ll have a guided tour of St. Francis Xavier Basilica, such a beautiful historic church! After 

lunch in Dyersville we’ll head back towards home with a stop in Waterloo, our last stop of this    
’North Adventure’.  Here we’ll visit the Sullivan Brothers Museum, that tells the story of  
  the 5 brothers that  perished together in World War II. Our ‘North Tour’ then comes to a  
           close as we travel back to Ft. Dodge. For those of you continuing on with us on our  
    South Tour of Iowa’ we’ll overnight in Ft. Dodge. 

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

ACTIVITY LEVEL: Moderately easy 

Iowa Hidden Gems Tours! 
Planned & Hosted by Deb Harkness 

 

PRO TIP: 
Travel Insurance: 

Available at a group rate for this tour. 
Call for details & pricing. 

 

 

$624/person 
pp double occupancy 

 
$699/person 

pp single occupancy 

  

$589/person 
3-4 people sharing room with 

2 beds 
 

When situations arise 
beyond our control 
due to covid or any 
other unforeseen 

circumstances, 
Northland Travel and 
our staff reserve the 

right to make 
itinerary changes. 

 

NORTH TOUR  June 20-22, 2022 (3 Days) 

**Book by March 15, 2022 
for  

$25/person 
 early booking 

discount! 
$100 deposit per person due at time of reservation 
Final payment due by  

May 6, 2022 Same date for penalty-free cancellation 
 

Your Travel Experience Includes: 
~Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation 
~Lodging for 7 nights 
~Luggage handling for 1 suitcase per person 
~Tickets/admissions to all listed attractions 
~13 meals 

 

Your Travel Experience Includes: 
~Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation 
~Lodging for 2 nights 
~Luggage handling for 1 suitcase per person 
~Tickets/admissions to all listed attractions 
~6 meals 

 

 

BOOK BOTH THE NORTH & 
SOUTH TOURS, AND GET AN 
ADDITIONAL $25 OFF THE 

TOTAL. 

The North & South Tour run consecutively to one 
another. Both tours will begin & end in Fort Dodge. 
Those not from Fort Dodge area will be arranged 
lodging at Brookstone Inn on Wednesday evening. 
Extra fee: $100/room, or $50 pp dbl occ. 

 
 

Departure 
Cities: 

Ft. Dodge, 
Waterloo 

Ames, Ankeny, 
& Williams 

 
 



 

 

 

Thurs. June 23  (L, D) 
We’re off & rollin’ again!!! Exploring more of Iowa! Today we start out with a fun, pretty incredible 
stop. Gladbrook, Ia. is home to the Matchsticks Marvel Museum. Iowa artist, Patrick Acton has glued 
over 8.5 million ordinary wooden matchsticks into 75 incredibly detailed scaled models of life-like 
sculptures, complex machines & world renowned architecture. His Matchstick displays have drawn 
visitors from all over the world. Something you have to see to believe!….. After being awed by this, we 
travel onto the Ox Yoke Inn in the Amana Colonies for a nice lunch. We’ll enjoy a little of the Amanas 
before we travel to the Quad Cities area. After getting checked into our hotel we will enjoy an Evening 
Dinner Cruise aboard the Celebration Belle. It will be an evening filled with music, dancing & 
good  food, as we cruise the shoreline of the Mississippi River. 
 

Fri. June 24 (B, L) 
This morning we leave the Quad Cities area & travel to Des Moines. Once there we will enjoy a guided 
tour of the Des Moines Botanical Garden. Here you’re sure to enjoy their huge collection of 
ornamental & native plants. This 14 acre center borders the Des Moines River & features a domed 
conservatory that houses over a 1000 varieties of exotic plants from throughout the world. We’ll 
then enjoy a nice lunch there at the Gardens…… If you’ve traveled with me in the past you know I like 
to, every-now & then, throw in a surprise or two. So that’s the plan for this afternoon!!… Tonight our 
lodging will be in Clive, where Cracker Barrel is just across the street, to enjoy a nice dinner there at 
your own leisure. 
 

Sat. June 25  (B, L) 
A fun day in store ahead!!!! We start out by traveling to Winterset, where we’ll pick up a step-on 
guide that is going to take us out to the Bridges of Madison County, one of Iowa’s famed landmarks! 
Our guide will lead us to several of their world-famous bridges, where you’ll have a chance to walk the 
bridges, while learning all about their history & the filming of the movie, “The Bridges of Madison 
County.” We’ll also make a stop at the birthplace of Marion Robert Morrison (also known as John 
Wayne!) John Wayne was born in Winterset in 1907 & his birthplace home still stands today. Sitting 
adjacent to the home is the John Wayne Birthplace Museum, which features the largest display of 
John Wayne artifacts, original movie posters, film wardrobe, etc. etc. …. We then travel to Boone… “All 
aboard” as we take a nice afternoon stroll on the Boone Scenic Valley Railroad. Trees should be in full 
green, so a nice way to end a relaxing 3-day adventure across this great state that we call home. 
 

 Your Travel Experience Includes: 
~Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation 
~Lodging for 2 nights 
~Luggage handling for 1 suitcase per person 
~Tickets/admissions to all listed attractions 
~6 meals 

 

The North & South Tour run consecutively to one 
another. Both tours will begin & end in Fort Dodge. 
Those not from Fort Dodge area will be arranged 
lodging at Brookstone Inn on Wednesday evening. 
Extra fee: $100/room, or $50 pp dbl occ. 

**Book by March 15, 2022 
for  

$25/person 
 early booking 

discount! 
$100 deposit per person due at time of reservation 
Final payment due by  

May 6, 2022 Same date for penalty-free cancellation 
 

 

$724/person 
pp double occupancy 

 
$874/person 

pp single occupancy 

  

$674/person 
3-4 people sharing room with 

2 beds 
 

BOOK BOTH THE NORTH & 
SOUTH TOURS, AND GET AN 
ADDITIONAL $25 OFF THE 

TOTAL. 

ACTIVITY LEVEL: Moderately easy 

Iowa Hidden Gems Tours! 
Planned & Hosted by Deb Harkness 

 SOUTH TOUR  June 23-25, 2022 (3 Days) 

 
 

Departure 
Cities: 

Ft. Dodge, 
Waterloo, 

Ames, Ankeny 
& Williams 

 
 

PRO TIP: 
Travel Insurance: 

Available at a group rate for this tour. 
Call for details & pricing. 

 

When situations arise 
beyond our control 
due to covid or any 
other unforeseen 

circumstances, 
Northland Travel and 
our staff reserve the 

right to make 
itinerary changes. 

 


