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Bible dictionary
Bible pictures and maps
CD players
chart paper
Christian music – books,  

sheets, recordings
Christian videos and DVDs
crayons
digital camera
digital camcorder
drawing paper

writing paper 
DVD recorder/player
milk crates
paper – letter, drawing, pen-

cils, pens, markers
poster boards
robes, scarves 
old clothing
scissors, glue, paste
video player

BASIC SUPPLIES
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The Teacher’s Guide  
Liberating Faith Studies

Spring Quarter: March – May 2021
Prepared by 

Reverend Dr. D. Melynda Clarke

Moses: Prophet of Deliverance
Lesson 1 March 7, 2021 
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 12:28-50; Deuteronomy 18:15-22
Focus Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:15-22
Key Verse: “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a 
prophet.” Deuteronomy 18:15

Key Terms
• Accountability – An expectation to take responsibility for

one’s actions; culpability.
• Horeb – Also known as Mount Sinai; the mountain of God

(Numbers 10:33), the location where God’s laws were given
to Israel (Exodus 17:6; 33:6).

• Presumptuous – To be overconfident in assumptions.
• Prophet – A spiritual leader who has been given a divine ability

to foresee the future, a seer; one who warns a community of
an expected fate: one who speaks on behalf of God.

Lesson Goals
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Recognize why prophets were not only necessary in Israel’s

history but in God’s plan for humanity.
2. Illustrate the role of prophets continuing as God fulfilled his

promises to Israel.
3. Examine the dynamic intersection between God’s voice

through the prophets and the people’s response.
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Teaching Strategies
This quarter presents an introductory discussion of a few of 

the prominent Old Testament prophets. Unit One will illustrate the 
importance of the earliest prophets in Israel’s history. Beginning 
with Moses, the lesson will immediately reveal the importance of 
establishing a legacy of prophetic ministry, and the importance 
of having authentic and anointed prophets to speak God’s 
messages. 

Suggestions for presenting this lesson is to first assess any 
preconceived beliefs about this biblical text. This may be an 
effective ice breaker to lead into a more appropriate examination 
and study of the text. The theme of this lesson is transitioning 
qualified and anointed leadership to carry on the vision for 
the future. Use a portion of the lesson to allow participants to 
brainstorm the qualities they would look for in a leader. Use post-
it notes and a flip chart to allow them to brainstorm and then post 
them on the wall, or you can discuss them openly. 

Finally, take time to discuss the apprehensions that some 
may feel when transition occurs. Reaffirm the fact that Moses 
used this as an opportunity to not only remind the people of their 
responsibilities for obedience, but to reassure them that they 
would have a godly replacement to fill his shoes. 

For Lesson 1, consider the following:
• Remember your participants may view from different

backgrounds, cultures, and generational perspectives.
Therefore, some learners may be unfamiliar with seeing
Moses as a prophet, or in any significant role beyond the
exodus from Egypt.

• Use the lesson as an opportunity to discuss succession
planning within your local church or the broader connection.
Promote embracing the wisdom of seasoned leaders and the
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need to utilize their knowledge to inform a new generation of 
leadership.

• Compare and contrast how Moses informed the congregation
of his transition role to other leaders such as Abraham, Isaac,
and Jesus Christ.

Questions
1. How do you distinguish between an authentic leader who

seeks to serve God and provide for his people, from leaders
who lack integrity and are guided by selfish ambition?

2. What evidence of prophetic gifting can be found in today’s
church?

3. What action should Christians take to confront prophets and
other leaders who falsely proclaim God’s will and mislead the
public?

Closing Devotions
Closing Hymn or Song of Praise: “Lead Me, Guide Me” – 
AME Hymn #378
Closing Prayer: Close with prayer for leaders of any capacity, 
including pastors, lay leaders, politicians, teachers, coaches, 
medical professionals, judges, etc.… End the prayer with: “May 
they hear the Lord’s voice and lead us like Moses; with faith, with 
power, and with a pure and sincere heart. Amen.”   
Resources: The Holy Bible – New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV) and Bible Commentary; laptop with projector or large 
screen; access to Internet and YouTube, post-it notes, flip chart 
paper (optional)

Joshua: Prophet of Conquest
Lesson 2     March 14, 2021
Lesson Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:27
Focus Scripture: Joshua 5:13-6:5; 15-16, 20
Key Verse: “The Lord said to Joshua, ‘See, I have handed Jericho 
over to you, along with its king and soldiers.’” Joshua 6:2
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Key Terms
• Ark – Referring to the Ark of the Covenant (Joshua 3:11). A

wooden box covered with gold, containing the holy vessels.
When placed in the Tabernacle, it was considered sitting at
the throne of the footstool of God (2 Kings 19:15).

• Commander (of the Lord’s Army) – The lord of the armies of
heaven, leader of angelic forces that do his bidding on earth.

• Priest – A position or office restricted to men of the tribe of
Levi; descendants from Aaron and his sons; distinguished as
a holy office; highest responsibility of service to God.

• Wall – A massive structure built to protect cities and
communities. The wall that stood between residents and
attacking adversaries.

Lesson Goals
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Develop understanding of imperialistic warfare in contrast

with divine judgment.
2. Revisit the importance of God’s presence when facing life’s

challenges.
3. Recognize the involvement of divinity and spirituality in

humanity.
Teaching Strategies

This lesson is designed to provide an illustration of God’s 
judgment and reinforce the importance of faithful obedience to 
him. The story of Joshua’s military accomplishment at Jericho 
is not intended to recognize his brilliance as a general. Instead, 
it is an example of God’s faithfulness in fulfilling his promise to 
his people. Be aware of participants who have a military or law 
enforcement background. Provide a few ground rules for the 
discussion, to enable people to openly discuss opinions but to 
avoid judgment. 

Take time to discuss the purpose of carrying the ark of the 
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Covenant. Inform people that carrying a gold-laden chest around 
a city numerous times would not be an easy feat. Illustrate the 
importance of Joshua’s encounter with a heavenly being. Use 
components of the text, to return to this unit’s theme of Faithful 
Prophets. With understanding the outcome, it is easy to feel self-
assured that their actions were appropriate. However, Joshua 
had to have tremendous faith in God and the power given to him 
by God, in order to faithfully carry out the commands as God 
instructed. 

In addition, use visual aids such as rendering of the Jericho 
city and of the ark. Provide contemporary comparisons, such as 
a large chest and weights for the ark, as well as cities that are 
comparable in circumference to Jericho. 

Teaching Tips:
•	 Use audio or visual tools whenever possible.
•	 Provide space for questions.
•	 If weather permits, consider moving the class outside and 

compare distances, structures that you could relate to the 
Bible story. 

Questions
1.  What can the AME Church do to adopt programs and practices 

that intuitively identify gifted, God-ordained young people like 
Joshua, and mentor them to step into leadership roles?

2.  What are the critical areas in your community that require new 
leadership?

3.  Walls are frequently used to separate communities and diverse 
groups or nations. Discuss the concept of building structural 
barriers (gated communities, for instance) and how they may 
promote cultural and class barriers in society. 
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Closing Devotions
Closing Hymn or Song of Praise: “I Am on the Battlefield” – 
AME Hymn #390
Closing Prayer: Lord of heaven and earth, almighty and all wise 
God, we long for your presence as we enter the spiritual battles 
that confront us. Strengthen our faith, Lord Jesus, to believe that 
the same power that parted the Red Sea and brought down the 
walls of Jericho will rest in us as we face the adversaries of life. 
May our mouths be filled with praise, like the Levites who walked 
around Jericho’s walls. May we be united as your army to face 
every battle with a victorious heart. May our faith in Jesus Christ 
be our ark of safety to carry us through every battle in life. We lift 
this in his matchless name. Amen.

Resources: The Holy Bible – New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV) and Bible Commentary; laptop with projector or large 
screen; access to Internet and YouTube; African Methodist 
Episcopal (AME) Church Hymnal
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The Teacher’s Guide
Senior Lessons

Spring Quarter: March 2021 – May 2021
Prepared by Rev. Faith M. Waters

Moses: Prophet of Deliverance
Lesson 1 March 7, 2021
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 12:28-50; Deuteronomy 18:15-22 
Focus Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:15-22
Key Verse: “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a 
prophet.” Deuteronomy 18:15

Words to Know
• Prophet – God’s spokesperson; the divinely called minister

who announces the will of God to God’s people.
• Heed – Give attention to.
• Command – To order or direct with authority.
• Presumptuous – To be overconfident in doing something not

entitled or qualified to do.
• Horeb – Pronounced: HAWR-ehb.

Lesson Goals
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Examine how the Israelites were freed from Egyptian slavery

by God’s prophet, Moses.
2. Reflect on seemingly impossible situations that had positive

outcomes.
3. Model for others acts of faith to demonstrate there is hope

even in the midst of impossible situations.

Teaching Strategies
1. In the beginning of class, take a few minutes to discuss

background information on Moses’ life.
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2. Tell the class to search for a map that shows the location of
Goshen and Egypt on their electronic devices. Bring a map
to show them the locations if they do not have access to an
electronic device.

3. Discuss the Passover celebration and the significance of each
part of the Seder meal. If at all possible, set up a Seder meal
for the class with the permission of the pastor.

4. The Israelites’ 430 years of slavery in Egypt represented the
fulfillment of prophecy in Genesis 15:13-14.

5. Discuss all ten plagues that the Egyptians experienced and
why the tenth plague caused the most devastation for them.

6. Select a Negro spiritual to share with the class and discuss its
importance as a rallying anthem for the abolitionist movement
during American slavery (e.g.: “Go Down, Moses,” “Wade in
the Water,” “Ride on, Moses,” or “Sweet Canaan’s Happy
Land”). The class may want to translate it into a rap or poem.
Discuss why biblical allusions were so appropriate in the battle
to end American slavery and during the American Civil Rights
Movement. In what ways did God provide leadership for those
battles? What can we learn about hope and redemption in
these songs and the responsibilities of leaders who are
charged to lead God’s people through difficult situations?

Joshua: Prophet of Conquest
Lesson 2 March 14, 2021
Lesson Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:27 
Focus Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:5, 15-16, 20
Key Verse: Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, 
and he said to him, “What do you command your servant, my 
lord?” Joshua 5:14b

Words to Know
• Adversary – An enemy.
• Worship – To honor and respect God.
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• Holy – Sacred; set apart to the worship of God.
• Charge – To attack something by rushing forward when in a

battle.
Lesson Goals

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Examine how Joshua obediently followed God’s command to

conquer Jericho.
2. Reflect on how we react impulsively during times of trials.
3. Commit to obeying God during challenging times.

Teaching Strategies
1. Discuss impulsive actions during times of trials that have

caused more trouble than resolutions.
2. Joshua succeeded Moses, so God recreated key moments of

Moses’ life for Joshua. Both sent spies into Canaan (Numbers
13:1-2; Joshua 2:1). Both crossed a body of water on dry land
(Exodus 14:21-22; Joshua 3:14-17). Both received divine
orders to remove their sandals while on holy ground (Exodus
3:5; Joshua 5:15).

3. The camp of the Israelites in the wilderness was arranged
with the Ark of the Covenant in the center, surrounded by the
individual tribal camps – the position normally reserved for a
king going into battle (Numbers 2). Therefore, the Ark of the
Covenant on the front lines indicated that God, their king, was
orchestrating the battle.

4. Be sensitive to students who do not feel God is present in
their lives.

5. Be sensitive to students who feel defeated by the trials they
have endured.

6. Discuss the importance of remembering past personal and
community victories as we face present-day trials.

7. God’s designation of holy ground is wherever God is present
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and working, rather than any specific nation, city, or building.
8. Provide additional information on the Civil Rights Movement,

SNCC, and Freedom Riders.
9. Discuss the faithfulness of Rahab (Joshua 2), which led to her

family being rescued before the fall of Jericho.
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The Teacher’s Guide
Intermediate Lessons

Spring Quarter: March – May 2021
Prepared by Rev. Tashara S. Void
Moses: Prophet of Deliverance

Lesson 1   March 7, 2021
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 12:28-50; Deuteronomy 18:15-22
Focus Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:15-22
Key Verse: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like 
me from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 
Deuteronomy 18:15

Words to Know
• Heed – Give attention to.
• Command – To order or direct with authority.
• Presumptuous – To be overconfident in doing something

not entitled or qualified to do.
• Horeb – Pronounced: HAWR-ehb.

Lesson Goals
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Study Moses’ role as a prophet of God in leading the Israelites

out of Egypt.
2. Reflect on leaders who guide us through seemingly impossible

situations.
3. Engage in actions that will help others who are in impossible

situations find hope.
Teaching Strategies

After reading the Introduction section, follow the
instructions below.
1. Allow the youth a few minutes to look up what a prophet is.
2. Set a virtual timer.
3. Have them share what they discovered. *If using an online

platform with a chat feature, have them place their findings
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there. If using Zoom, use the whiteboard feature to write down 
what they are saying.

4. Have them build a working definition of a prophet collectively.
(Prophet – God’s spokesperson; the divinely called minister
who announces the will of God to God’s people.)

Read Bible Story and Life Application.
1. Allow the youth about five minutes to search through the

passage, identifying characteristics of Moses.
2. Have them write their answers on the tablets in their books.

*If they do not have an electronic device, use the index in the
Bible to look up Moses.

3. Have them share the characteristics they found.
4. Based on the definition created previously, have them

compare their earlier definition of a leader and prophet to the
characteristics they found in Moses.

Close with Summary and Closing Devotion.
Resources: Timer, poster paper markers
Appendix for Lesson One
Moses’ Tablets:

Timers: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=timers
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Joshua: Prophet of Conquest
Lesson 2   March 14, 2021
Lesson Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:27
Focus Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:5, 15-16, 20
Key Verse: Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, 
and he said to him, “What do you command your servant, my 
Lord?” Joshua 5:14b

Words to Know
• Adversary – An enemy.
• Worship – To honor and respect God.
• Holy – Sacred; set apart to the worship of God.
• Charge – To attack something by rushing forward when in a

battle.
Lesson Goals

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Explain how Joshua acted obediently to the vision from God.
2. Discover how God uses people today to fulfill God’s

purposes.
3. Commit to obeying God especially in challenging times.

Teaching Strategies
After reading the Introduction section, follow the instructions

below.
1. Divide class into two teams: Team A and Team B. *If using

Zoom or another virtual platform, you can separate them into
breakout rooms.

2. Have each team develop a plan for victory. *Team A’s plan will
be based on God’s instructions in our text. Team B will create
their own plan for victory.

3. Have the teams debate why their team’s plan is the best.
4. After the debates, decide which team had a better plan (which

more than likely will be Team B, since Team A’s plan seems
ridiculous on the surface).
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5. Explain to the class how the ways of God are not like our ways
and sometimes require us to do things that do not quite make
sense, which is what was happening in the text. But, following
God’s way always bring victory in the end.

Read Bible Story and Life Application.
1. Play the song, “Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho.”
2. Ask class to explain how this song and others were used to

communicate information about escape from slavery.
Close with Summary and Closing Devotion.

Resources: Speakers, poster paper, markers
Appendix for Lesson Two
“Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho” lyrics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fY0G_S6ZrtE

Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
Jericho, Jericho
Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
The walls come tumblin’ down, Hallelujah

Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
Jericho, Jericho
Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
And the walls come tumblin’ down

You may talk about the men of Gideon
You may talk about the men of Saul
But there’re none like good old Joshua
At the battle of Jericho

Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
Jericho, Jericho
Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
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And the walls come tumblin’ down, Hallelujah

Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
Jericho, Jericho
Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
And the walls come tumblin’ down

Up to the walls of Jericho
With sword drawn in his hand
“Go blow them horns,” cried Joshua
“The battle is in my hands”

Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
Jericho, Jericho
Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
And the walls come tumblin’ down, that mornin’
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The Teacher’s Guide
Junior Lessons

Spring Quarter: March – May 2021
Prepared by Rev. Rachel Williams-Glenn

Freedom for God’s People
Lesson 1      March 7, 2021
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 12:28-50; Deuteronomy 18:15-22   
Focus Scripture: Exodus 12:31-42
Key Verse: The Egyptians urged the people (of Israel) to hasten 
their departure from the land. Exodus 12:33

Word Power!!!
• Unleavened – Without yeast, which is what causes bread to 

rise.
• Rameses – Another name for Goshen, the capital city of 

Egypt. The place where Jacob’s family settled when they tried 
to escape the famine in Canaan.

• Vigil – A time of waiting, often before something big and 
important happens or is expected to happen.

Lesson Goals
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1.  Explore how God makes sure the Israelites have what they 

need even though they leave in a hurry.
2.  Understand why people of God need to share stories of what 

God’s done with others.
3.  Compare and contrast the Passover vigil to Watch Night 

services.
Teaching Strategies

1.  Share a video about how to make unleavened bread and 
information about the history of Watch Night services at the 
beginning of class.

2.  Be prepared to help students who’ve had to move in a hurry 
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to manage any uncomfortable, scary, and awkward feelings
that this lesson may bring up.

3. Activity #2: They’ve Got Something in Common answers:
1. C   2. A   3. D   4. B

Resources: YouTube “How to Make Unleavened Bread” video, 
information about Watch Night services; some suggested 
YouTube videos for unleavened bread are: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=t06BDMfCRco and https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EFuNcn_3Z3U. Suggested websites for Watch Night 
service information are: https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/
watch-night/ and https://blackmail4u.com/2015/12/30/the-history-
origin-of-the-new-years-eve-watch-night-service/

Victory Is Ours!
Lesson 2 March 14, 2021
Lesson Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:27
Focus Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:5, 15-16, 20
Key Verse: “Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place 
where you stand is holy.” Joshua 5:15

Word Power!!!
• Ram’s Horn Trumpet – A special trumpet called a shofar

(pronounced show-far) that is used to let Jewish people know
it’s time to worship or pray.

• Covet – To want something someone else has so much that
you don’t value what you already have.

• Holy – Sacred; set apart to the worship of God.
Lesson Goals

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Explore the different ways that God has Joshua and the

Israelites fight against Jericho.
2. Identify things the student wants God to help him/her fight
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against.
3. Understand how the different symbols and repetitions remind

God’s people God will lead them to victory.

Teaching Strategies
1. For Activity #1: A Shofar to Remember activity: Have a list

of phrases or stickers that have encouraging words about
God being helpful, holy, trustworthy, and handy.

2. For Activity #2: And the Walls Come Tumbling Down
activity: Play shofar music while the class circles their walls of
things they want God to help them fight against seven times
while holding up their shofars.

Resources: Device with YouTube; items to make a shofar: larger 
paper plate, construction paper, tape, glue and yarn; building 
blocks and post-it notes. Two good YouTube links for shofar 
music are: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJwfsYxDgJ4 
and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YabON03Aqs
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