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I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV. Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of officers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
A.M.E. Discipline
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 15 The Lord your God will 
raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among your own people; you 
shall heed such a prophet.
 16  This is what you request-
ed of the Lord your God at Horeb 
on the day of the assembly when 
you said: “If I hear the voice of the 
Lord my God any more, or ever 
again see this great fire, I will die.”
 17 Then the Lord replied to 
me: “They are right in what they 
have said.
 18  I will raise up for them a 
prophet like you from among their 
own people; I will put my words 
in the mouth of the prophet, who 
shall speak to them everything that 
I command.
 19 Anyone who does not heed 

the words that the prophet shall 
speak in my name, I myself will 
hold accountable.
 20  But any prophet who 
speaks in the name of other gods, 
or who presumes to speak in my 
name a word that I have not com-
manded the prophet to speak—that 
prophet shall die.”
 21 You may say to yourself, 
“How can we recognize a word 
that the Lord has not spoken?”
 22 If a prophet speaks in the 
name of the Lord but the thing 
does not take place or prove true, 
it is a word that the Lord has not 
spoken. The prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously; do not be fright-
ened by it.

Deuteronomy 18:15-22 (NRSV)

Lesson 1 March 7, 2021

Moses: Prophet of Deliverance
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 12:28-50; Deuteronomy 18:15-22
Focus Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:15-22

Key Verse: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like 
me from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet.                    

Deuteronomy 18:15
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VOCABULARY
• Heed – Give attention to. 

• Command – To order or direct with authority.

• Presumptuous – To be overconfident in doing something 
not entitled or qualified to do.

• Horeb – Pronounced: HAWR-ehb.

INTRODUCTION

What is a leader?

Who are some good examples of leaders today?

Now, what is a prophet?

How is a prophet different from a leader?

Oftentimes, when we think of a prophet, we think of someone 
who is able to foresee the future. We think a prophet is in 

many ways like a fortune teller. This person can see into the 
future and can tell us what is going to happen. Then we make 
adjustments and arrangements based on the information we re-
ceived. But that is not entirely what a prophet is or how the office 
of prophecy operates.

BIBLE STORY

The Israelites have left Egypt. They are following Moses and 
Aaron and are in the wilderness receiving instruction from 

Moses. He is laying out the laws of the land (what they are and 
are not supposed to eat, the expectations of worship, the roles 
of the priests and judges, etc.). By the time Moses gets to the 
18th chapter, he begins to talk about succession (who will follow 
him as leader).

Moses tells the people that God will raise up a prophet like 
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him and tells them they should listen and follow his/her instruc-
tion (that is what take heed means). He went on to warn them 
of those who may act or sound like prophets but were not true 
messengers of God. The people naturally were concerned 
about how they would know if someone was a real prophet or 
not, and Moses instructed them to look at their fruit. If what they 
said comes true, then you know they are a true prophet. But, if 
it does not, you know they are an imposter.

LIFE APPLICATION

Throughout his speech, Moses gave three distinctive markers for 
identifying the next prophet:

1. They would be like Moses.

2. They would be from among the people.

3. Their word will prove true.

What does it mean to be like Moses?

Based on the definition created, compare the earlier defini-
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tion of a leader and prophet to the characteristics found in Mo-
ses.

SUMMARY

The AME Church is filled with leaders and prophets who did a 
great deal of work to help us during the pandemics.

QUESTIONS

1. Identify at least one clergy person and one lay person who is a 
leader like Moses and list the characteristics and traits that make 
them so.

2. Identify at least one person who is a false prophet and what makes 
him/her so.

3. Identify a peer who is a leader and the characteristics that make 
him/her so.

4. Based on the definition provided, are you a leader? If so, what 
makes you a leader. If not, what steps can you take to become 
one?

CLOSING DEVOTION

God, we thank you for Moses who gave us the blueprint for 
what a true prophet and leader looks like. Help us to be 

more aware of who is a true prophet and who is pretending. As 
we grow, help us to be more like Moses, speaking only what 
comes from you and for you. This is my prayer in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
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Joshua 5:13–6:5
 13 Once when Joshua was by 
Jericho, he looked up and saw a man 
standing before him with a drawn 
sword in his hand. Joshua went to 
him and said to him, “Are you one 
of us, or one of our adversaries?”
 14 He replied, “Neither; but 
as commander of the army of 
the Lord I have now come.” And 
Joshua fell on his face to the earth 
and worshiped, and he said to him, 
“What do you command your 
servant, my lord?”
 15 The commander of the 
army of the Lord said to Joshua, 
“Remove the sandals from your 
feet, for the place where you stand 
is holy.” And Joshua did so.
 6:1 Now Jericho was shut 
up inside and out because of the 
Israelites; no one came out and no 
one went in.
 2 The Lord said to Joshua, 
“See, I have handed Jericho over 
to you, along with its king and 
soldiers.
 3 You shall march around the 

city, all the warriors circling the 
city once. Thus you shall do for six 
days,
 4 with seven priests bearing 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
before the ark. On the seventh day 
you shall march around the city 
seven times, the priests blowing the 
trumpets.
 5 When they make a long 
blast with the ram’s horn, as soon as 
you hear the sound of the trumpet, 
then all the people shall shout with 
a great shout; and the wall of the 
city will fall down flat, and all the 
people shall charge straight ahead.” 

15-16
 15 On the seventh day they 
rose early, at dawn, and marched 
around the city in the same manner 
seven times. It was only on that day 
that they marched around the city 
seven times.
 16 And at the seventh time, 
when the priests had blown the 
trumpets, Joshua said to the people, 
“Shout! For the Lord has given you 
the city.”

Joshua 5:13–6:5, 15-16, 20 (NRSV)

Joshua: Prophet of Conquest

Lesson Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:27
Focus Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:5, 15-16, 20

Key Verse: Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and 
he said to him, “What do you command your servant, my Lord?”                   

Joshua 5:14b

Lesson 2 March 14, 2021

Intermediate.Spr.21.indd   6Intermediate.Spr.21.indd   6 12/10/20   10:50 AM12/10/20   10:50 AM



7

20
 20 So the people shouted, and 
the trumpets were blown. As soon 
as the people heard the sound of the 

trumpets, they raised a great shout, 
and the wall fell down flat; so the 
people charged straight ahead into 
the city and captured it.

VOCABULARY
• Adversary – An enemy. 
• Worship – To honor and respect God.

• Holy – Sacred; set apart to the worship of God.

• Charge – To attack something by rushing forward when in 
a battle.

INTRODUCTION

In our last lesson, we learned that God was going to raise up a 
prophet and provided specific details as to what that prophet 

would be like. We learned he or she would be an Israelite, and 
would be just like Moses. Though the lesson provided no clues 
as to what the prophet would look like, it gave hints as to how 
we would be able to identify this person.

You have just been assigned to a team to infiltrate Jericho 
and defeat the city. Team A will develop a plan for victory based 
on God’s instructions in our text. Team B will devise their own 
plan for victory. Be prepared to debate why your team’s plan is 
best.

BIBLE STORY

God commissioned Joshua as the leader who would guide 
the Israelites over the Jordan River and into the Promised 

Land. An angel of the Lord visited Joshua with a message after 
he had supervised the circumcision of the uncircumcised and 
observed Passover as a demonstration of their willingness to 
obey God’s commands. The presence of God’s messenger (an 
angel) is affirmation that victory would come to Israel at God’s 
intervention, not because of human action. The ark accompa-

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY
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nied the Israelite army each of the seven days, as it served as 
the symbol of God’s presence and guidance. Joshua was victo-
rious because the hand of God was with him and his army, not 
because of their military might. Joshua was victorious because 
of his obedience to God’s instructions.

LIFE APPLICATION
“Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho”

Research the slave origin of the lyrics “Joshua Fit the Battle 
of Jericho” and explain how the song was used to commu-

nicate information about escape from slavery.

SUMMARY

Joshua’s victory over Jericho is encouragement for believers 
to trust God to move favorably in their life situations.

QUESTIONS
1. Discuss how Joshua acted obediently to the vision from God.
2.  What are some ways to commit to obeying God in challeng-

ing times?
3.  Some instructions we receive may not seem logical just as 

the instructions to Joshua were not logical. Discuss examples 
of why it can be important to obey directives that don’t seem 
logical. Compare them with God’s instructions to march for 
seven days. Think about the kinds of things the soldiers may 
have been saying as they marched around the city’s walls 
each day.

CLOSING DEVOTION

God, we understand that victory for God’s people does not 
always come in an instant. Help us to grow to trust God’s 

promise and power, even when we do not understand God’s 
ways. Help us to accept that you can resolve a situation in ways 
not humanly possible and will sometimes use helpers whom we 
would not have chosen to give us aid. Thank you for victory over 
our enemies. AMEN.
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