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  Candle lighting times 

 for April 2018 

    Thursday, 4/5, 7:13 PM 

         Friday, 4/6, 7:14 PM 

         Friday, 4/13, 7:21 PM 

         Friday, 4/20, 7:28 PM 

         Friday, 4/27, 7:35 PM 

 

The SPIRIT of  Beth Israel Congregation - Chester County, PA 
 

APRIL 2018                                                      NISSAN - IYAR 5778 

 

 
4/3,    7:30 PM Sisterhood Meeting 
4/8,    12:15 AM Rededication Holocaust 
   Memorial Garden  
 

4/10,  7:30PM  Congregational Meeting 
 

4/14,  7:00 PM  Sock Hop 
 

4/20,  6:30 PM Shabbat Yeladim 
 

4/21,  9:30 AM  Shabbat & Life Long 
         Learning 
 

4/22,  10:00 AM  Breakfast w/ Rabbi  
 

4/28,  9:30AM   Daniel Greenspan Bar 
          Mitzvah 
 

 

 

HaRuach 
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From Rabbi Cutler’s desk 
Shalom 
We are reading from the Book of Leviticus. I appreciate the fact that the book of 
Leviticus extends the realm of religion to include the earthier parts of life. When 
we say, “Judaism isn’t a religion, it’s a way of life.” we mean Torah lays claim to 
the way we eat, the way we heal, the way we encounter birth and death, and the 
way we interact with people who we’ve harmed. It is a torat chayim, a path for life. 
All of it. 
 

Parashat Kedoshim (chapter 19), calls us to love, integrity, and holiness. In this 
single chapter, we are commanded to leave the corners of our fields for the poor, 
to take Shabbat seriously, to revere our parents, to refrain from gossip, and to 
treat others’ property with respect, among other things. It’s a chapter worth dwell-
ing upon. It’s also the chapter that includes what Rabbi Akiva called the klal gadol 
batorah, the lens through which every commandment and teaching may be under-
stood (Lev. 19:18): “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 

That commandment is often interpreted as a call to empathy. If we can recognize 
the commonalities between ourselves and our neighbors, the argument goes, we are more likely to act in 
their interests. Our neighbors share something with us, physical proximity, perhaps, or kinship. Maybe it’s 
shared experiences that bind us to each other. Whatever the bond, the called-for response to feelings of em-
pathy is acts of love.  
 

Homeless, Natalie was minding her own business on a Los Angeles sidewalk when a man named David 
gave her a dollar and, feeling pulled to form a more human connection, struck up a conversation. It happens 
that David is David Suissa, President of the Los Angeles Jewish Journal, and Natalie is Natalie Levine, a for-
mer day school student and Jewish summer camper from the northeast. Their conversation was recorded on 
video, David wrote some updates, and people responded with compassion, contributing funds to get her into 
a hotel and provide her with food and clothing. 
 

Natalie’s story brought out the compassionate side of Suissa’s audience because they could identify with her. 
She was their “neighbor,” if not geographically, then through the lens of experience. “She attended day 
school? I attended day school. She attended Jewish summer camp? I attended Jewish summer camp. She 
belonged to a synagogue? I belong to a synagogue.” In her, we see ourselves…and then, just as command-
ed, we act from a place of love. 
 

However, in Parashat Kedoshim it seems that “love your neighbor as yourself” is a set-up. Its presence in 
verse eighteen primes us for what’s to come later in the chapter (19:33-34): 
 

Now when there, strangers with you a stranger in your land, you are not to maltreat him. Like the native-born 
among you shall treat him as you do to yourself, the stranger that sojourns with you. Be-loving to him (as 
one) like yourself, for strangers were you in the land of Egypt. I am Lord Your God. 
 

In other words, the same practice applies whether we feel kinship with the other. It is as if the Torah is say-
ing, “remember a few verses back when I told you to bring love and compassion to bear upon those who are 
close to you? Good. That’s the easy part. Now, do it for those with whom you share fewer points of contact, 
or none. Take that person who is separated from you by a gulf as wide as the one that separated your ances-
tors from their Egyptian taskmasters and treat them exactly as you’d treat your own sibling.” Harder, isn’t it? 
 

In case there is any doubt about what’s intended, the very next verses drive the point home (v. 35-36: You 
are not to commit corruption in justice, in measure, weight, or capacity. Scales of equity, weighing-stones of 
equity, an efa of equity, and a hin of equity you shall have. I am YHWH your God who brought You out of the 
land of Egypt. 
 

We are to use the same scale in all instances. Neighbor or sojourner. Documented or undocumented. Black 
or brown or white. Rich or poor. Straight or gay, left or right. It doesn’t matter. Love your neighbor, love the 
stranger…no thumbs on the scale of justice, nor of compassion                                        Continued next page 
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Continued From Rabbi Cutler’s desk 
 

Empathy may indeed be generated by the suffering of our neighbors, our Natalies. We read about a Jewish 
homeless woman and we’re moved to visit the gofundme.com page. Fine. But if we stop there, we’re guilty of 
no less a crime than corrupting justice. Our empathy for our neighbor must be the goad that leads us to act 
on behalf of those who are not our neighbors, but who are no less human. 
 

Natalie’s biography of Jewish summer camping and Jewish day school, along with some luck, got her off the 
street. What about the other homeless people, more numerous, whose biographies begin in failing public 
schools and include stops in a criminal justice system demonstrably biased against the poor and against 
people of color? We want to help Natalie with a few dollars? Fine. What are we doing about the root causes 
of homelessness, including the broken system of justice? Where is our empathy, our love, our action? 
 

Ben Azzai 2000 years ago, took issue with Rabbi Akiva. Akiva, remember, is the one who said that “love your 
neighbor as yourself” is the klal gadol, the greatest principle, of the Torah. Ben Azzai says no, there is one 
even greater (Gen 5:1): “This is the book of the history of humanity. On the day that God created humanity, 
God created them in the image of God.”  
 

As Rabbi Irving Greenberg teaches, the claim that humanity is made in God’s image is a three-part claim. It 
affirms that every human being is unique, infinitely worthy, and equal to all others. Rabbi Akiva’s ethic of em-
pathy and proximity makes for a good starting point, but it is no match for Ben Azzai’s ethic. Our infinite 
worth, our equality, and our uniqueness are what make each of us worthy of justice and love, and that, more 
than empathy, must ground our ethics. 
 

On Saturday May 5th Beth Israel as part of the Interfaith Action Community (religious organizations repre-
senting Catholics, Hindus, Quakers, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Moslems and other Christian communities) 
will be helping at five homeless shelters in Coatesville and Downingtown. This is the first interfaith community 
project that we will be participating in. Some of the projects are painting, feeding the hungry, repairing the 
buildings, etc. 
 
 

We are looking for volunteers to support and help and to fulfill the mitzvah of empathy.  
Please contact John Barnett if you want to volunteer,  jbarnettfx42@gmail.com. 
 

Shaolm, Rabbi Jon 
   

 

LACHALL, COHEN & SAGNOR 
 

H. MICHAEL COHEN 
Attorney at Law 

 
Tel. (610) 436-9300         144 West Market Street 
Fax (610) 696-7962 West Chester, PA 19382-2985 
Email: mcohen@lcslaw.com 

mailto:jbarnettfx42@gmail.com
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 President’s Article 

 

 By Mark B. Segal 
 

Learn, Live, Teach Judaism………L’Dor va Dor. 
 The semi-annual Congregation meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 10, 2018, at 7:30 

p.m.  We will conduct elections for officers, board members and trustees, who will take office 
on July 1, 2018, for a two-year term.  Additional nominations may be made from the floor at 
the meeting.  The following is the slate of nominees: 
 

Officers (Executive Committee) 

President:  Halle Schonherz 
Executive Vice-President:  Neal Stone 

Finance Vice- President/Treasurer:  Stuart Miller 
Program Vice-President:  vacant 
Secretary:  Roz Goldstein 
 

In addition to the above elected officers, Mark Segal, as immediate past president, will be on 

the Executive Committee 
 

Board of Directors (8 elected) 

 John Barnett    Larry Faden 
 Michelle Harbold   Ann Greenstein 
 Robin Kerollis- Napiecek  Mandy Scott 

 Marcy Zeichner   Paul Zislis 
 

Trustees 
 Ed Margolis  Jeff Pickholtz   Don Suss 
  

The President can appoint two board members. 
 

The following are also on the board: 
 

Past Presidents:  
   Martin Skolnik 
   Gary Levin 

   Morris Kauffman 
   Linda Glazer 

   Cindy Blair-Miller 
   Rob Greer 
   Drew Weintraub 

    
 Sisterhood President: 

 Men’s Club Co-Presidents: Terry Myers and Steve Simon 
 Rabbi Cutler (non-voting) 
 Religious School Committee Chairperson (appointed by the president) 

 Pre-School Committee Chairperson (appointed by the president) 
 Youth Committee Chairperson (appointed by the president, non-voting) 
 

   We need you to participate by joining a committee.  This is where ideas and events 

originate, are discussed, planned and implemented.  The committees are: Program, Member-
ship, Ritual, House, Cemetery, Religious School, Pre-School, BIC5, Interfaith Action 
Community, and Youth. 
 

N’aseh v’Nishma...We will do and we will hear. 

L’Shalom, 

Mark 
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Snippets 
 

Aren’t we all happy that it’s finally Spring?  As we write this, we are expecting the 4th nor’easter in three weeks.  

Hopefully by the time this article comes out, the snow will be gone and we can finally enjoy some nice weather.   

 

It’s been a busy few months for Sisterhood.  We had a great bunch of women helping to bake Hamentashen for 

Purim.  Marcy and Michelle chaired the committee, and we would like to thank them as well as all of the women 

who took time out of their busy lives to help bake.  So a big thanks to; Marcy Zeichner, Michelle Harbold, Jody 

Reinbold, Laney Spear, Deborah Kaplan, Elaine Bran, Roz Goldstein,  Heather Simon, Meg Schachter, and our  fu-

ture Sisterhood members  Aviel Kuhn and Darby Reinbold.  Also,  big thanks to Jason Orso.   We apologize if we 

missed anyone!  Hamentashen baking was a big success this year.  We baked over 700 hamentashen and every 

last one was sold.  We hope that everyone enjoyed them.     

 

We’d also like to thank Jody, Darby, and Pierce Reinbold for making the Shalach Manot baskets and thank you to 

Men’s Club for delivering them.   

 

The Z’havah women had a ladies night out at the Brickside Grille.  And thanks to Drew for treating all the ladies to 

Lemon Shots.  All who attended had a great time.  Look for more events coming soon.   

 

We’d like to give a huge thank you to Roz Cohen for all of the delicious baking she does for Sisterhood year round 

as well as for the beautiful spread she put out for the Unity Shabbat and the wonderful desserts she made for the 

Purim Shpiel.   And thanks to Elaine Bran for helping Roz in the kitchen! 

 

We have Breakfast with the Rabbi coming up on April 22nd, from 10:00 AM– 11:30 AM.  The topic will be The Role 

of Women in Judaism.  The cost for the breakfast is $12 per person.  Please join us for this interesting discussion 

led by Rabbi Jon.  Please email Deborah Kaplan (dkaplan1225@yahoo.com) if you can help with the event. 

 

A great big thank you to the Sisterhood Nominating Committee, led by Maxine Endy, who has been working hard to 

come up with our new slate for the 2018-2020 term.  They have finally finished, and the new slate is being ap-

proved by the board and will then be sent to the general membership. Please note that any further nominations 

may also be made in writing by five (5) or more Sisterhood members in good standing, submitted to the Chair of 

the Nominating Committee, Maxine Endy, mtendy@verizon.net, not later than fifteen (15) days after the report of 

the Nominating Committee is circulated to the general membership.  The written consent of the person nominated 

must be included with the petition.  We are asking all Sisterhood members to attend the May 1st meeting where 

we will vote to elect our new board.  Rumor has it that there will be food!  

 

 Please check the BI Calendar and eRuach for other upcoming events such as our closing dinner which will be in 

June.   

          Michelle Harbold 

Sisterhood Calendar 

 

Tuesday, April 3rd 7:30 pm – Sisterhood’s monthly board meeting 

Sunday April 22nd 10:00 – 11:30 am – Breakfast with the Rabbi  

Tuesday, May 1st 7:30 pm – Sisterhood board meeting:  Elections 
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   Daniel Aaron Greenspan will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 

on April 28, 2018. He has been a member of Beth Israel congregation since he was 
born. He attended the preschool, kindergarten and religious school. Daniel is a 7 th 
grade student at Owen J. Roberts Middle school. In his first and second quarters at 
school so far this year Daniel has achieved distinguished honors. He was selected 
by his teachers as the Wildcat student of the month. Daniel was also chosen as 
student council representative, a path he continues from elementary school where 
he served as student council president. Daniel is a natural leader and an organizer. 
He enjoys public speaking and often takes on social causes. Classmates who were 
fearful during a project presentation were put at ease when Daniel spontaneously 
jumped up to help talk them through. Daniel’s passion is soccer. He has played for 
the past 9 years and is the co-captain of his team. He also enjoys video games, 
and computer graphics. It’s not often that you will find him far from an electronic 
device. 

 

The Torah Parshah for Daniel’s Bar Mitzvah is Acharei Mot-Kedoshim, (Leviticus 16:1–20:27) and the Haftarah is Amos 9:7-

15. The theme is “Love thy neighbor like thy self”. It describes the rules and rituals that the “Kohen Gadol” (high priest) 
must follow in order to serve G-d. It also describes the ideal ways for man to treat his fellow men and women, with hones-
ty, respect, purity and decency. The message is to abide by a moral code that requires us to care for our neighbors, the 
poor, the needy and even those who are strangers. By performing this mitzvah we become closer to G-d.  
 

On April 15, 2013, two bombs went off near the finish line of the Boston Marathon, killing three spectators and wounding 
more than 264 people. Radical religious ideas were the root cause behind the attack. Two brothers, age 19 and 26, who 
were not directly connected to a specific terrorist group planned and carried out the attack using homemade explosive 
devices. Police captured the younger brother a 19-year-old but the older brother a 26-year-old died in a shootout with law 
enforcement. The 19 year old is currently in jail awaiting the death sentence.  Several people from Pennsylvania ran that 
race, and one of the injured survivors, circled in the photo above, will be an honored guest at Daniel’s Bar Mitzvah. Ms. 
Hantel was running her 13th Boston Marathon, just about to cross the finish line, when the 1st bomb exploded. She was 
only 10 feet away and it knocked her off her feet. She suffered an injury to her jaw, her left eardrum, her balance system 
and her foot requiring several surgeries. She lost hearing in her left ear. She still gets upset when she recalls the events 
of that day. It has been 5 years and a long road in rehab. She still has lingering constant double vision which prevents her 
from getting back to work and living her pre-injury lifestyle. Medical treatment is costly and a device that she needs to help 
her vision may be beyond her means. The goal of the mitzvah project is to create awareness about the bad choices made 
by individuals who hurt their neighbors. The goal is also to collect money for victims of hate crimes. The goal is also to 
share the importance of caring for those in need, with empathy and without the promise of a reward or self-gain.  The goal 
is to “love thy neighbor like thyself”, which allows us to become holy and closer to God. 
 

Daniel’s Mitzvah project is called “Goal for a goal” and it reflects this theme. On the day of his Bar Mitzvah, Daniel will set 
up a soccer net and will have a “goal contest”. For every goal 
scored, an empty envelope will be handed to the goal scorer as a 
"donation commitment". The joy of scoring the goal will then 
translate to joy for our honored guest and victim of the bombing, 
Ms. Hantel. Every dollar raised will be matched by Daniel (and his 
family) as a donation for the victim. Additionally, the Beth Israel 
choir will host a benefit concert on her behalf as well. Daniel will 
participate through narration and singing.  All members of Beth 
Israel Congregation are welcome and encouraged to attend Dan-
iel’s Bar Mitzvah, and to listen to the first-hand account from a 
Boston Marathon Bombing victim.   
 

A special Kiddush luncheon will follow the service and  
the entire congregation is welcome to attend.  
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JEWS BY CHOICE 
 We all choose to be Jewish.  We are all Jews by 
choice.  Some of us are born to a Jewish mother, some only to 
a Jewish father, some to two Jewish parents.  Some of us are 
adopted and have converted to Judaism and some have con-
verted to Judaism to create a Jewish household or out of re-
spect for what Judaism stands for.  Additionally, there are those 
among us who attend synagogue and live Jewishly who have 
not chosen Judaism through conversion for whatever their per-
sonal reasons may be.   
 When referring to “Jew by choice” I am not referring to 
the legal (halachic) definition of who is a Jew, nor am I defining 
“convert” verses “cradle Jew”.  I am making a statement that all 
of us who identify as Jewish have chosen Judaism, regardless 
of birth status.   But, what about those people born into a Jew-
ish family who acknowledge their Jewish heritage but do not 
attend synagogue, bring up their children as Jewish or live Jew-
ishly?  Yes, halachically they are Jewish, but they have not 
chosen Judaism. 
 So, what about the bold statement that we are all 
Jews by choice?  We can choose in what ways we want to be 
Jewish; whether or not it is through synagogue affiliation, 
whether or not we celebrate holidays, participate in rituals or 
understand Torah, Prophets, Writings and other Jewish litera-
ture.  We can choose to understand, live by and pass on Jew-
ish values or not. We can choose to continue the chain of tradi-
tion by educating our children Jewishly or not.  We are not liv-
ing in a society that demands that we practice religion or ad-
here to it in a particular way.  We are free to choose the mani-
festation of our personal Jewish identities.  But can we choose 
to be ignorant of what being Jewish means and ignore it in our 
lives? 
 Judaism does not command our beliefs and practices, 
but rather commands (or guides) our behavior; our choices and 
actions.  When we understand the Jewish way of life and be-
have accordingly, we are choosing to live Jewishly, although, 
admittedly, we could behave the same way and make the same 
choices by identifying with the secular world exclusively.  Jews 
who “choose” Judaism (whether “cradle Jews or converted) 
understand and acknowledge the influence Jewish practices, 
values and culture can have on everyday life, and they bring 
that Judaism to life by living it.  When we choose to be Jewish, 
hopefully, we will take on the responsibility also of passing on 
the chain of tradition by communicating to our children loudly 
and clearly that Judaism is of value to us and it will be for them, 
too, if they choose it.  When Judaism speaks to us as adults, it 
is most likely going to have a voice in the lives of our children. 
 Being Jewish is a choice.  In order to make that 
choice, we must understand and value the role of Judaism in 
our lives.  We must let our Judaism speak to us and listen to its 
voice.  Then we will know that being Jewish means not only 
ritual or culture, or connection to our people, but also our man-
date to be concerned with the wellbeing of humanity.  In so 
many ways, when we choose Judaism we choose life. 
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                          Please join us for 
 

                 Breakfast with Rabbi Jon 
                     Sunday, April 22nd  
 

                  Breakfast at 10:00 AM 
  Discussion  at 10:30 AM 

 

                     Rabbi Jon will discuss 
                    “The Role of Women in Judaism” 

 
All welcome!   

                    Invite a friend to show support for ongoing  
                                            adult education opportunities! 

 

Breakfast includes nova lox, whitefish, bagels, eggs,  
fruit, kugels,  hot fresh coffee and tea, and more.   

 
$12.00 payable at the event 

                                    Sponsored by Beth Israel Sisterhood 

Beth Israel  Congregation of Chester County  

Sunday, April 8, 2018 

Yom HaShoah Commemoration   

Rededication of the Holocaust Memorial Garden 

 
 

11:30 AM   Sanctuary 

 Quest Speaker Peter Stern, Holocaust Survivor  

 

12:15 PM  Holocaust Memorial Garden 

 Quest Speaker Andy Dinniman, PA State Senator 

 Rabbi Jon Cutler 

 Beth Israel Choir 

 David Scott, Eagle Scott 

 Memorial Candle Lightning 

 Holocaust Kaddish 

 

12:45 PM   Halpern Social Hall 

 Refreshments  
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What (and who) is Israel? What comes first to mind is probably ‘Israel’ the country, the historic homeland of the Jewish 
People. But ‘Israel’ is more. There is Israel ‘the place,’ and Israel, ‘the people.’ Loving Israel calls us to love both the land 
of Israel and K’lal Yisrael, the people of Israel. Loving Israel links us to both the land and the people. 
 
 

Teaching our children about ‘Israel’ involves teaching both of these ideas. 
 

Israel is a large family spread all over the world. We’re a diverse group with different opinions, cultures, lifestyles, leve ls 
of observance, and beliefs. However, we are still all one family with responsibilities to each other. 
 

We know that young children are experiential learners who use their senses as they discover, make sense of, and make 
connections with their world. They learn best when presented with concrete encounters with things and events that are 
meaningful for them and that build on their previous knowledge and experiences. As educators, we also know that 
teaching abstract ideas to children is never easy. 
 

The concept of ‘country’ is one of the most difficult ideas for young children to grasp. Many second and third grade chil-
dren do not even yet grasp the idea that they live in a neighborhood, town, county, state, and country. They may not yet 
be developmentally ready to understand geography. 
Israel – both the country and K’lal Yisrael – are too central to Judaism for young children not to have some exposure to 
them. When we introduce Jewish concepts and the story behind Jewish holidays, we understand that this is the begin-
ning of what we hope will be a lifelong exploration for them. We thoughtfully introduce the youngest members of our 
community to their global family and community. 
 

Initially, children can learn about Klal Israel simply by hearing about it. One way is to provide a language rich environ-
ment, surrounding children with words that they understand and words that they will come to understand through experi-
ences, such as mensch, brakhah, Torah, mitzvah, boker tov, Shabbat, tzedakah, shalom, Yisrael, and K’lal Israel.  
 

Young children may not fully comprehend what something happening ‘long ago’ means, but they can have an under-
standing that what they do now has been done for a long time. First, it happened in Eretz Yisrael, the land of Israel. And 
now, today, Jews living all over the world continue to observe these mitzvot/practices. 
 
Being Jewish is being part of the ‘Jewish club’ with other Jews who live all over the world. We are connected to other 
Jews all over the world even if we have not met them. 
As our children learn about each Jewish holiday, the rituals that surround it, and the values and mitzvot that guide us, we 
should share with the children that these observances began long ago in the land of Israel and continue today with Jews 
all over the world. Whenever the topic is something Jewish, we can point out that other Jewish people in the world are 
celebrating, eating and doing and reading and learning, just like we are. 

 
 

Introducing the idea of K’lal Yisrael creates an awareness and under-
standing, connecting a Jewish child to his or her extended family of Jews 
all over the world. As your children grow, their understanding of their con-
nection with K’lal Yisrael will hopefully also grow.  
 
So, try to take opportunities to intentionally connect your children to our 
history, and to K’lal Yisrael.  
 

 Continued next page 

   Religious School Chai– Lights 

  by Joanie Sharp   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klal_Yisrael
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_of_Israel
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Beth Israel Trustees 
 

The Trustees have approved a continuation of the existing fee schedule in 2018 for items under 
our purview: 
 

Cemetery Plot Member price   $   650 
Cemetery Plot Non-Member price  $3,000 
Tree of Life Leaf    $   126 
Tree of Life Boulder/Rock  $3,000 
Yahrtzeit Plaque    $   306 

 
Members can purchase cemetery plots at any time and the price includes perpetual care. Howev-
er, once purchased the plots are not transferrable nor can the Trustees “buy back” plots if circum-
stances change.  
 
The extraordinarily low member cost for cemetery plots including perpetual care is a benefit of 
your Beth Israel membership. Beth Israel is unique in being able to offer this benefit to its mem-
bers. The cost for a cemetery plot at a private Jewish cemetery is about 500% more than the 
member price at Beth Israel Cemetery. Please contact the Beth Israel office if you are interested.  
 
We are still seeking members to serve with us on the Cemetery Committee.  Interested volun-
teers can help us organize maintenance, contribute improvement ideas and learn how to mark 
graves for the excavators.  The time commitment is as much or as little that you'd like to provide - 
there is something for everyone!  The Cemetery Fund is available for maintenance and improve-
ments at the cemetery. If you'd like to help, please contact Cemetery Chair Jeff Pickholtz 
at jpickholtz@gmail.com.   
 
Beth Israel Trustees:  Ed Margolis ,  Jeff Pickholtz,  Don Suss 
 

 

 

Chai-lights from previous page 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL   UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Sun., April 1 – No Classes: Second day of Passover/Spring break 
 

Sun., April 8 – 6
th
 & 7

th
 graders attend play for Yom HaShoah at Kesher Israel-meet at Beth Israel 

   at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Sun., April 8 – GoPopcorn fundraiser delivery 
 

Fri., April 20 – Shabbat Yeladim – 6:30 pm 
 

Sun., April 22 – Pre-K Parent Workshop session – 9:45 am 
    Trade ice cream for Rabbi Dollars – Pre-K – 2

nd
 graders 

 

Fri., April 27 – Sat., April 28 – Bar mitzvah of Daniel Greenspan 
 

Sun., April 29 – B.I. High & Confirmation make Israeli foods 

mailto:jpickholtz@gmail.com
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PURIM SCHPEIL  

The Beth Israel Choir, once again, not 

only spiritually inspired us during their 
annual Purim Schpiel, but rocked it out 

of  the park.  The Megellah reading was 

sung Motown style.  After the fabulous 
Schpiel  the Choir hosted a tasty oneg.  .   

Right;  Rabbi Jon,  Ivy Egger, Andrea 

Keller, Leike Michelow,  Barbara Hen-
del,  Jonathan Egger,   Lynn Greenspan,  

John Barnett.       Not shown;  James 

Vilbert,   Andrea Keller,  Jerry Napiecek,   Alberto Perez ,     Judith Rosen,   Thierry 
Steenberghs.       Director,   Robin Kerollis Napiecek 

  The Choir exists by donations only. Please support the Beth Israel Choir. 

Photos of  fun from 
 the fabulous 

 Purim Carnival 

Prizes for the 

 lucky winners 

Contemplating  

the next move 
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 Preschool & Kindergarten News 
 

Adrianne Liebman 
 

“Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless.” 
                                                                                                                                                       -Mother Teresa          

 
Psychologists tell parents and teachers that there must be five positive interactions for every negative interaction 
to strengthen relationships.  Think about how you feel when you hear something positive and kind.  It can totally 
change your mood, your actions, your  view of yourself.  Think about how easy it is to find positive things to say 
and with very little effort you can be a change agent for others and help to make the world a better place. 
Here are some strategies that we use in the preschool to make certain that everyone is hearing kind words and 
sharing positive thoughts. 
 

Penny  Pocket Transfer 
Teacher starts the day with 10 pennies in one pocket.  The teacher is concentrating on one individual 
and making certain that they are receiving positive feedback.  Each time she gives verbal praise, hugs, 
smiles and reinforces something positive about that child she transfers a penny to the other pocket.  
At the end of the day, she sees how many positive interactions she has had with that child.  That helps 
the teacher to know if she is giving enough attention and positive interaction to build the relationship 
with that student. 
 

Compliment Quilt 
Each child draws a picture or says something positive about the student.  This gets compiled  on a 
giant sheet of paper so  that each student has a quilt of kind words that his/her classmates have 
shared about him/her.  It is often given on a birthday! 
 

 
Wishing you well circle 
Going around the circle and asking each child to say something positive about a classmate.   
 
 

We make sure to catch children doing kind things for each other and acknowledge how 
helpful and kind they are being.  Sometimes it might be displayed on a kindness tree.  The 
other way that sometimes we reinforce this is through  being a bucket filler.  ( Based on the 
book- Have you Filled a Bucket Today? by Carol McCloud).  Acts of kindness fill people’s 
buckets!!!  Using and reinforcing the concept of being a  bucket filler, helps them to feel 
good about helping others as well as themselves. 

 

Surrounding children with a positive environment as well as adults with positive interactions is an uplifting experi-
ence for all involved. It is a mindset that we embrace here at Beth Israel Preschool and Kindergarten. 

May 5   SAVE THE DATE!   

Beth Israel, in partnership with our YMCA and Inter-

faith Action Community, will have a day of service for 

the homeless in Chester County.  We will  provide a 

few hours of work for homelessness service organiza-

tions in Coatesville and Downingtown.  We will  begin 

our service work after a short morning Shabbat service 
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How to donate to Beth Israel  

and save on tax expense 

We want to inform you about how you can potentially save money twice on your 

federal taxes while donating to Beth Israel.  We have opened a brokerage account at 

Scottrade where you can donate stock.  By transferring your stock that has appreciat-

ed over time to our brokerage account, you do not have to pay any capital gains tax 

on the amount of appreciation.  If you itemize deductions, you can also take the total 

value of the transfer as a charitable donation.  Depending on your tax bracket, this 

could be a substantial tax savings.  One caveat is that the stock must be held for 

more than one year.  We hope that you will consider Beth Israel since it is a win-win 

for all of us.  Please contact Stuart Miller for details at Stooey222@yahoo.com   

 
    BEGINNING   HEBREW 
 

Learn to read Hebrew using Aleph Isn’t Tough 

Starting Wednesday, April 11,  4:00 PM—5:00 PM at 
Beth Israel Congregation. The class will meet weekly. 
 

For those who have basic reading skills, prayer book  
Hebrew will be offered from 5:00 PM –6:00 PM begin-
ning in May. 
 

Please contact Bernice at the synagogue office to enroll. 

Free  
to  

Members !! 
  

plus cost of  the book 
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Zachary Greer    4/2  22nd   

Mr. Edward Goldring   4/3   

Noah Keller    4/4  6th   

Robin Kerollis-Napiecek  4/4   

Larry Faden    4/7   

Nancy Goldberg   4/7   

Jeremy Kramer   4/7   

Samuel Weintraub   4/9  21st   

Thierry Steenberghs   4/10   

Jerry Napiecek   4/11   

Rachel Schmerling   4/11   

Jonathan Ryan Schmidt  4/12 7th   

Stuart Bran    4/13   

Samuel Dinerman   4/13 18th   

Lori Harrison    4/13   

Carys Levin    4/17   

Laura Richman    4/17   

Irv Hendel    4/18   

Cyd McCord    4/18   

Richard Kramer   4/19   

Jody Reinbold    4/19   

Onyinye Myers    4/23   

Elisha Wolstenholme   4/23   

Lauren Kenney    4/24 22nd   

Michelle Lynn Kenney   4/24 22nd   

Jamie Parker    4/25   

Rhoda Riebman    4/25   

Jack Cazes    4/26   

Steven Goldberg   4/26   

Stuart Solomon   4/26   

Sara Friedman    4/29   

John Scott    4/29   

     

 

 

Lori & John Harrison   4/2 13th  

Neil & Adrianne Liebman  4/4 36th  

Martin & Meg Schachter  4/15  7th  

Jason & Amanda Silverman  4/23 5th  

Lisa & Eric Poppel   4/28 17th  
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Saturday   

April 14, 2018  

 7:00 PM 
 

Be there or be  square 
 

 

Silent auction 

Gift certificates galore:  
Restaurants, bagels, beauty, movies, 

 groceries, hotels  & more 
 

Live auction 

Jewelry , Sports Memorabilia  
Dinner with Rabbi & Thierry, 

Condo Vacation Getaway 
 

50/50 
 

Grand prize raffle  

  weekend getaway at the St Regis,  
 Washington DC with $500 spending  

 
Live band 

The Fabulous Greaseband 
 

Plenty to eat  &  Drink 

 

See old friends 

Make new friends 

 
$50 for all that!! 

 

Support Beth Israel  

Get out  your  

hairspray  

or brill creme  

 

Polish your penny 

loafers or 

saddle 

shoes  

 

Daddy-o 

 

Cool-cats 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
NO CLASSES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
BIP  
 

3 
7:30 PM 
 
Sisterhood 
Meeting 

4 
4:15 PM 
 
Religious 
School One+ 
 
7:15 PM 
Choir Practice 

5 
7:00 PM 
 
Ritual  
Committee 

6 
BIP 
NO CLASS 
 
7:30 PM 
Shabbat  
Services 

7 
9:30 AM 
 
Shabbat, 
Last Day  Passover    
Yizkor Services 
 
 

8 

9:00 AM  
CRS: 6 & 7 Graders 
 

9:45 AM Religious  
School K-Confirmation 
 

11;30 AM 
Program Committee 
 

12:15 PM 
Rededication  
Holocaust 
Memorial Garden 

9 10 
7:30 PM 
 
 

11 
4:15 PM 
Religious 
School One+ 
 
7:15 PM 
Choir Practice 

12 13 
7:30 PM 
 

Yom HaShoah 
Shabbat Services 
& Choir Program 
 

14 
7:00 PM 
 

15 
9:45 AM 
Religious School 
 K-Confirmation 
 

16 17 18 
4:15 PM 
Religious 
School One+ 
 
7:15 PM 
Choir Practice 

19 
7:00 PM 
 
Religious 
School  
Committee 

20 
6:30 PM 
Shabbat Yeladim 
Infants—2nd Grade 
 
7:30 PM 
Shabbat Services 

21 
9:30 AM 
Shabbat & Life Long 
Learning 

22 
 
9:45AM 
Religious School 
 K-Confirmation 
 
10:00 AM 
Breakfast w/ Rabbi  

23 
 

24 25 
4:15 PM 
Religious 
School One+ 
 
7:15 PM 
Choir Practice 

26 27 
7:30 PM 
Shabbat Services 
 
Daniel Greenspan 
Bar Mitzvah 

28 
9:30 AM 
Shabbat Services 
 

Daniel Greenspan 
Bar Mitzvah 

29 

9:45 AM 
Religious School  
 K– Confirmation 
 
1:00 PM 
BI High 

30      
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See up-to-date Calendar on www.bethisraelpa.org for highlights 

MAY 2018 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 
7:30 PM  
 
Sisterhood 
Meeting 

2 
4:15 PM 
 

Religious 
School One + 
 

7:15 PM 

3 
 
7:00 PM 
Ritual  
Committee 
 

4 
7:30 PM 
BIC5 Shab-
bat 
Services 
and 

5 
9:30 AM 
Shabbat Services 
 
11:30 AM 
BI Service Project - 

6 
9:45 AM 
Religious School 
K-Confirmation 
9:45 AM 
CRS Pre-K Par-
ent 
Meeting 
11:30 AM 
BICC Monthly 

7 8 
7:00 PM 
BIP:  Daddy’s 
Night - 
2-Day Classes 
 
7:30 PM 
Board Meeting 

9 
4:15 PM 
Religious 
School One + 
 
7:15 PM 
Choir Practice 
 

10 
BIP:  Staff 
Appreciation  
Lunch 

11 
6:30 PM 
Shabbat 
Yelodim - 
Infant—2nd 
 
7:30 PM 
Family Shab-
bat 

12 
9:30 AM 
Shabbat Services 
 

13 
 
NO CLASS CRS 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
4:15 PM 
LAST DAY:  
Religious 
School One + 
 
7:15 PM 
Choir Practice 
 

17 
6:00 PM 
 
BIC5 CORE   
Meeting 
 
7:00 PM 
Religious 
School 

18 
7:30 PM 
 
Shabbat  
Services 

19 
9:30 AM 
Erev Shavuot  Service  
Life Long Learning 
Tikken Leil Shavuot 
 
7:30 PM 
Confirmation Havdallah 
& Shavuot Service 

20 
 
9:30 AM 
CRS:  Last Day  
 
Shavuot   
Service 
  

21 
 
12:15 PM 
BIP:  Outdoor 
Celebration 3 
& 4-Day 
Classes 

22 23 
 
12:15 PM 
BIP:  Outdoor 
Celebration 
5-Day Kinder-
garten & K-
Enrichmant 

24 25 
 
7:30 PM 
Shabbat Ser-
vices 

26 
 
9:30 AM 
Shabbat Services 

27 28 
 

29 
 
BIP:  Outdoor 
Celebration 
2-Day Classes 

30 
 

BIP:  FINAL K-
Enrichment 
Class 
 

7:15 PM 
Choir Practice 

31 
 
BIP:  FINAL 2-
Day 
Enrichment & 
Extended - 
Day Classes 
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Todah Rabah 
Tzedakah is a mitzvah, a unique privilege granted to every Jew.  Remembering friends and family in this  manner is an appropriate 

way to show our feelings towards both our loved ones and our community. We want to thank the following for their contributions. 

 
General Operating Fund 
To Linda Jacowitz, Condolences on the loss of 
your father, Allen 
 From Harold and Linda Glazer 
 

Donation in memory of Dor Spear, Beulah 
Spear, Ian Spear, Leslie Tyner,  
Martin Tyner and Beverly Tyner 
 From David and Fayallayne Spear 
 

Choir Fund 
To Thierry Steenberghs, Wishing you a speedy 
recovery 
 From Harold and Linda Glazer 
 

Donation “Because the choir is fabulous” 
 From Deborah Kaplan & Erik Anderson 
 

Cohen Fund 
Donation 
 From the Faden Family 
 

To Thierry Steenberghs, with best wishes for a 
speedy recovery 
 From Don and Anne Suss 
 

To the Jacowitz Family, In Memory of Allen Ja-
cowitz 
 From Don and Anne Suss 
 

To the Schonherz Family, In Memory of Elaine 
Halpern 
 From Don and Anne Suss 
 

In honor of our granddaughters, Addison and 
Kamryn Schonherz 
 From Sherrill and Sheldon Gerver 
 

 
Yahrzeits 
In memory of Susan’s father, Benjamin 
 From Susan and Gary Levin 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sisterhood Yahrzeit Floral Fund 
In memory of Allan’s father, Philip Endy 

From Maxine and Allan Endy 
 

In memory of Maxine’s mother, Gertrude 
Kirschenbaum 

From Maxine and Allan Endy 
 

In memory Sherry’s stepfather, Frank Sabatelli, 
From Sherry & Michael Richman 
 

In memory of Ione’s Uncle, Milton Apfelbaum 
From Ione Apfelbaum Strauss 
 

In memory of Barry’s grandfather, Isidore Milberg 
From Barry and Sandy Milberg 
 

In memory of Stephen’s mother, Laura Morse 
From Stephen Morse 
 

In memory of Susan's mother, Ann Miller  
From Gary and Susan Levin  
  

In memory of Cissie Halpern’s son, Jonathon C. 
Halpern From the Halpern Family 
 

Pearl Endy Education Fund 
 
Thank you to Ione Apfelbaum Strauss 
  for her generous donation to the 
  Pearl Endy Education Fund.   
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Yahrzeits 

These will be observed 30/31 March 
4/1   Rae Abramowitz  
4/1 Isaac Morris   
4/1  Jennifer Strauss   
4/2  Jacob Baer   
4/2   Rose Cooper      
4/2   Philip Endy      
4/2  Moses Koreen                 
4/3  Harry Atlas   
4/3  Rochelle Hipschman    
4/3 Katie Morris   
4/3 Fannie Riebman    
4/3 Arlene Schwartz   
4/3 Susie Svigals                 
4/4 Oscar Berman           
4/4   Gertrude Kirschenbaum   
4/5 Ernest Behrend    
4/5 Nathan Chafetz           
4/5 Diana Chanes      
4/5 Buna Levitt   
4/5 Miriam Schloss   
4/5 Blanche Schneeweis  
4/6 Cele Berman        
4/6 Joseph W. Kauffman  
4/6 Rabi Soleimani        
4/6 Alexander Storman        
 
These will be observed on 6/7 April 
4/8 Harry Blechman   
4/9 Ruth Gordon   
4/10 Zelda Besrodni   
4/10 Doris Dabrow   
4/11 Jay Baer   
4/11 Anna Gerstenfeld   
4/12 Milton Apfelbaum   
4/12 Carl Mondschein    
4/12 Harry Resnik     
4/13 Rose Abrams      
4/13 Bessie Bush               
4/13 Harry Jarris     
4/13 Sayde Riebman    
4/13 Rudolph Rigano      
4/13 Leslie Morgan Tyner       
 
 

These will be observed on 13/14 April 
4/14 Isidore Milberg    
4/15 Fannie Cohen     
4/15 Renee' Dreyfuss    
4/15 Sarah Gordon   
4/15 Irving Kimmeldorf    
4/15 Janet Shrier     
4/15 Bernard Zalma    
4/16 Julius Miller     
4/17 Rose Fickler     
4/17 Mark Rostolsky   
4/17 Marie Stark   
4/18 Dorothy Goldberg    
4/18 Irving Seftel     
4/19 Bernard Hankin    
4/20 Dora Hodess    
  
These will be observed on 20/21 April 
4/21 Rodney R. Confer  
4/21 Mary Derby   
4/21 Noah Benjamin Levy   
4/21 Ann Miller   
4/22 Carin Bakelaar   
4/22 Bennett Gilbert   
4/22 Hannah Smulowitz   
4/22 Benjamin Svigals    
4/23 Siegfried Fischer      
4/23 Jonathan Halpern     
4/23 Mildred Lenox     
4/24 Naomi Atlas   
4/24 Marjorie Klein   
4/24 Mihla Margolis   
4/24 Mary Peters      
4/25 Milton Salow   
4/26 Sara Gold   
4/26 Edward Mittelman   
4/26 Frank Sabatelli           
4/26 Lewis Sacks 
  
These will be observed on 27/28 April 
4/28 John Edward Barnett  
4/28 Sophie Goldring           
4/28 Harriet Riebman  
4/29 Dorothy Apfelbaum Hankin  
4/29 Louis Schwartz   
4/30 Elinore Kaufmann  
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                      HaRuach  

BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION 
of CHESTER COUNTY 

 
385 Pottstown Pike (Rte. 100) 

Eagle, PA 

P.O. Box 678 
Uwchland, PA 19480 

 

(610) 458-8550 

biccsyn1@gmail.com 

www.bethisraelpa.org 
 

Rabbi  —   Jon Cutler 
    

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President  — Mark B. Segal  
Executive Vice President —  Halle Schonherz 
Vice President, Finance —  Nadine Dinerman 
Vice President, Program  —  
Secretary — Roz Goldstein 
Treasurer —  Stuart Miller 
Immediate Past Presidents  
                  — Robert Greer & Andrew Weintraub 
 

MEMBERS 
Cindy Blair-Miller   Larry Faden        Linda Glazer  

Michelle Harbold    Barb Hendel       Deborah Kaplan  
Morris Kauffman    Robin Kerollis-Napiecek  

Gary Levin            Terry Myers        Jody Reinbold     

David Scott           Mandy Scott       Heather Simon    
Steve Simon         Martin Skolnik       Neal Stone           

Paul Zislis 

 
TRUSTEES 

Ed Margolis           Jeff Pickholtz    Don Suss 
 

Pre-School Director..  — Adrianne Liebman 
Religious School Director ....  — Joan Sharp 

Office Administrator ........  —Bernice Gause 
Music Director — Robin Kerollis-Napiecek 

HaRuach Editor—Deborah Kaplan 

See up-to-date Calendar on www.bethisraelpa.org for highlights 


