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1. God is at work even when the situation seems __________. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. God is at work even when the obstacles seem ____________. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. God is at work even when the conversions are ___________. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4. God is at work even when the probability seems 

______________. 
 
 

the upside down series 
week seven: God at work in & through his people 
 



 

I thank God for the freedom to study the Bible without 
persecution in our homes and country. Every time you open the 
word of God and read it you are entering God’s throne room 
freely because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the throne for 
you. I praise Him for this.  
 
 
     day one:  joy amidst prosecution 
 
 
Are you ready for a new week? Stephen is dead. The people 
mourn him deeply. But persecution is about to be intensified. 
 
Today we will read Acts 8:1-8. 
 
exploring the text 

 
1. Who was leading the persecution of the believers? 
 
 
 

2. Where did Christ’s followers and the apostles 
go when the persecution began?  

 
 
 
3. Do you think God was surprised by the spread 

of his followers to Judea and Samaria? (hint: 
Acts 1:8) 

 
 
4. How aggressive was the persecution against the believers? 
 

 

Joy does not 
depend on 

circumstances or 
comfort. The joy 
of the Lord is my 

strength 
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Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

 
5. In vs.4-5 we are told exactly what the 

followers of Jesus Christ did when 
persecuted. List the 2 things they did. 

 
 
 
 
6. How did the people respond to the 

persecution? Were they afraid or did the 
numbers of the believers increase? 

 
 
 
 
7. What was the effect of the good news on the 

new believers in vs.7-8? 
 
 
 
personal application 
 
8. Are you a joyful Christian? Would your closest 

friends and family describe you as joyful? 
 
 
 
 
9. The believers had joy in the midst of great 

persecution. What kind of difficulties are you 
encountering right now and how can you 
maintain the joy of the Lord through it? 

 



 

day two: the magician’s tale 
 

 
One of the things I like about the book of Acts is the fact that so 
many new characters continue to be introduced. Today we will 
meet Simon and Philip. 
 
Read Acts 8:9-25, but we will mainly focus on vs.9-13. 
 
exploring the text 
 
1. Write down as many things about Simon as you can glean in 

verses 9-11. 
 
 
 

 
2. What seems to be a motivating factor for 

Simon? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In vs.12 how is the good news described? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. How was Simon the Sorcerer’s life affected by the gospel? 

 

God makes no 
mistakes. The 

murder of Stephen 
may have seemed 
unjust at first, but 

it would 
eventually lead to 
the spread of the 
gospel to Judea 
and Samaria. 

Stephen’s death 
would also impact 
the life of Saul in 
an unforgettable 

way.  
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Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

5. Look at the progression between belief and 
baptism. What comes first according to 
today’s reading? 

 
 
 
 
 
personal application 
 
6. Simon is a good reminder that not everyone 

to whom people listen speaks the truth. 
How can you tell if someone is speaking the 
truth? What are some non negotiables about 
the power of God? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Do you tend to be more amazed by God’s 

word of truth of by signs and wonders? What 
is the danger of being amazed simply by 
signs and great miracles? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

day three: word of warning 
 

 
 Begin your time with Prayer. We are still going to talk about 
Simon today, but let’s finish his story.   
 
Focus today’s reading on Acts 8:14-25. 
 
exploring the text 
 
1. In vs. 18, Simon sees a new aspect of the power of God. What 

proved that Simon’s belief may have only been a head 
knowledge? 

 
 
 

 
2. How did he attempt to get spiritual power? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What was his motivation for wanting this 

power? 
 
 
 
 

4. In contrast, what is God’s way for his people 
to receive spiritual power (vs. 20-23)? 

 

 

Ask God for the 
guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, for 
ears to hear his 

voice and a heart 
that obeys with a 

pure motive. 
Confess times 
when you have 
tried to receive 

spiritual power in 
ways not pleasing 

to him. 
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Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

5. The story of Simon demonstrates that 
becoming a Christian does not instantly 
resolve all problems and character flaws. 
What do you learn from Peter about 
nurturing young believers? 

 
 
 
 
personal application 
 
6. In what ways do you attempt to receive 

spiritual power? 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Consider your heart. Is it right with God? Is 

there any area where your motives may be 
self driven? 

 
 
 
 
 
8. As the church grew, the believers had to 

depend on God’s Spirit more than ever for 
direction and wisdom. Think of a time when 
you knew with certainty that God was 
leading you to do something. How did you 
know? What happened? Did you obey 
immediately? 



 

day four: red apples 
 

Today let’s read the story of Philip and the Eunuch. I really love 
that story. I hope you will too if you’ve never read it before! 
 
Read Acts 8:26-40 but let’s focus on vs.26-34 for the questions. 

 
exploring the text 
 
1. Where did the angel tell Philip to go? How was the place 

described? 
 
 
 

 
2. Did the angel’s message to Philip make any 

sense? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What did Philip do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Who did Philip meet along the way and why 

did he approach him and speak to him? 
 

 

God accomplishes 
His sovereign work 

through human 
instruments. Like 
a master sculptor 

he takes otherwise 
useless and 

inconsequential 
tools and uses 

them to create a 
masterpiece. 

There is a 
prerequisite to 

being used by God. 
God uses holy 
tools to do His 

work.  
(II Timothy  
2:20-21) 
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Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

 
5. How would you describe the Ethiopian’s 

readiness to receive the gospel? Would Philip 
have known that had he not come up to him 
and spoken to him? 

 
 
 
6. Look at the passage the Ethiopian was 

reading (vs.32-33). Who did it describe? 
 
 
personal application 
 
7. Suppose you were sitting with the Ethiopian 

and he asked you the question in vs.34. How 
would you answer? 

 
 
 
 
 
8. Why do you think God called Philip away 

from a thriving ministry to many and sent 
him to speak to one solitary individual in the 
desert? What are the implications of this 
divine act for your own life? 

 
 
 
9. As God’s child, how do you sense God is 

leading you to share the gospel this week? 
How can you become a better witness? 



 

day five: all in a day’s work 
 

 
I hope you’ve enjoyed Acts 8. Today read vs.34-40 for the 
conclusion. 
  
exploring the text 
 
1. What is the good news about Jesus? Why is it called good news? 
 
 
 
 

 
2. How did the Ethiopian respond? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Based on the passage, what can you tell 

about baptism in terms of timing and 
location? 

 
 

 
 
 
4. What happened to Philip after the eunuch was baptized? Why? 
 
 

 

The people Philip 
shared the good 
news with were 

different in race, 
rank, and religion. 
Yet despite their 

differences, Philip 
presented them 
both with the 

same good news of 
Jesus! 
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Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

5. What did Philip go on doing in azotus? 
 
 
 
 
 
personal application 
 
6. Philip is an example of a man who stuck to 

his purpose no matter where he was. What 
can you learn from him? 

 
 
 
 
 
7. Are there any eunuchs in your life right now? 

Are you sharing the good news of Jesus with 
them? 

 
 
 
 
 
8. How is God at work in your life right now? 
 
 
 
 
 


