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Gertrude Elizabeth Zeigler Langley was born on June 19, 1940, in
Prattville, Alabama. She was the first born of Robert and Verda
Tyus Zeigler's six children. Her early educ:

-

m began in Pratmville
she entered Alabama
State High School in Montgomery, Alaba and received her high
school diploma there. Later she attended \Wayne State University.
Gertrude was very creative. She greatly enjoyed doing different
types of arts and crafis, Additionally, she was an avid gardener.,

until she reached high school. At that poing

Every year she would always plant a xm‘mf?ﬂﬁwvn, herbs and
vegetables. Sometimes they flourished and sometimes they didn’t, but
she thoroughly embraced the challenge of trying. She was a former
member of the Detroit Police Officers Wives Association. For many
years, she and her husband, Rayvmond, enjoyved camping and
traveling as members of the Rollin® Wheels Motorhome Club. The
highlight ol many tamily gatherings was Aunt T'rudy’s homemade
yeast rolls.

All who knew her can attest to her big heart and very generous ways.
Gertrude relished her role as tamily elder. She was always a confi-
dant and a source of any type of support any one needed. And even
more importantly, she always provided unconditional love. As the
wite of a police officer and the mother of two sons in law enforce-
ment, she would always say, I don’t care how big vour badges are...
I'm in charge around here!” She worked for the Michigan
Employvment Security Commission as an Employment Specialist
where she assisted and supported those secking employment via
workshops and job-search counseling until her retirement.

On September 25, 1962, she married Raymond Edward Langley,
who preceded her in death. She was a devoted wite who cared for
her husband throughout his extended illness. She was the proud
mother of two sons; Jeremy Ray Langley and Raymond Edward
Langley Jr., and grandmother to Isaiah Raymond Langley and
Raeana Catrice Langley.

Her memory will be particularly cherished by: her sons, Jeremy and
Raymond; her grandchildren, Isaiah and Raeana; her siblings,
Theadosia (Teddie) Bob) Donald; Horace (Roberta) Zeigler; Glenda
(Freddie) Caldwell; Beverly (Faye) (William) Dunn; and Yolanda
(Adrian) Dunklin; and a host of nieces and nephews.
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Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,

I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,

And yet the menace of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid.
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