
The Spirit of Christmas comes alive in the South! In addition to Nashville, we'll be making lots of other 
fun holiday stops along the way. Come join in on the fun!  
Day 1, Sat. Dec. 9........ (D) 
We make our way south as we travel to Fairview Heights, Ill. tonight. We arrive just in time for a hotel 
'Happy Hour'. 
 
Day 2, Sun. Dec. 10..... (B,D) 
Today we continue our journey south, making a stop at the George Washington Estate in Mt. 
Vernon, Ill. While touring this American landmark we'll have a guided tour of the estate mansion & 
grounds, including a visit to the Tomb of George & Martha Washington...... After departing Mt. 
Vernon, we're off to Nashville! We'll check into the Gaylord Opryland Resort, our home for the next 3 
nights. Tonight we'll enjoy a dinner show at the hotel featuring singer/songwriter Darryl 
Worley. (including his hit song "Have You Forgotten", a song inspired by the attacks of 911.) 
 
Day 3, Mon. Dec. 11..... (B,L) 
This morning you'll have some free time to familiarize yourself with the Opryland Resort before we 
board the General Jackson Showboat for a luncheon cruise & high energy show. This 300 ft. 
paddlewheeler is one of the largest showboats in the country..... This afternoon we'll then take 
in 'Ice'. Here you'll be amazed at a whimsical wonderland of larger-than-life ice sculptures carved 
from more than 2 million pounds of ice. A remarkable site! Let the kid come out in you & enjoy an 
adventurous ride down the 'Ice Slide'...... After returning to the resort you'll want to catch a ride on 
the Delta Riverboat. This Riverboat takes you on a journey down a man-made river inside the resort, 
through the beauty of many of their plants & greenery. You'll have the evening to further explore the 
many atriums this unique resort has to offer.  
 
Day 4, Tues. Dec. 12.... (B,L) 
Today we take in a little of the surroundings of Nashville as we travel the countryside to visit 
the Loretta Lynn Ranch. While here you'll get a chance to tour the mansion where she lived, also the 
replica cabin where she grew up in Butcher Hollow, Kentucky, which was used as the set for the 
movie, "Coal Miner's Daughter". You'll also get a chance to spend some time in the museum 
dedicated to Loretta's career, along with many of the outfits she wore. We'll then travel to nearby 
Hurricane Mills where we'll have lunch at 'Loretta Lynn's Kitchen'. ......Then it's back to Nashville 

 where tonight we'll take in the Grand Ol' Opry. No trip to Nashville is complete without  
visiting this legendary show. 
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Nashville Country Christmas,  
Plus Lots More! 

 

 

Planned & Hosted by Deb Harkness 

December 9-15, 2023 (7 days) 

$2299 per person 
double occupancy 

 
$2799 per person 

single occupancy 

 
$2149 per person 

triple or quad 
occupancy 

 

Trip Highlights:  
*Tickets to the Grand Ol’ Opry 
*3 nights lodging at the Opryland Resort 
*General Jackson Showboat Luncheon Cruise 
*Tickets to ‘Ice’ 
*Visit & Tour of Loretta Lynn’s Ranch 
*Visit to George Washington’s Estate in Mt. Vernon, Ill. 
*Tour of the Nat’l Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, Ky. 
*Lights Under Louisville Spectacular 
*Peoria, Ill. Festival of Lights—plus lots more! 

ACTIVITY LEVEL:  Active, with a moderate pace 

When situations 
arise beyond our 

control due to 
covid or any 

other unforeseen 
circumstances, 

Northland Travel 
and our staff 

reserve the right 
to make itinerary 

changes. 
 



Nashville Country Christmas,  
Plus Lots More! 

 

 

 

**Book by June 15, 2023 

for $50 early 

booking discount! 

$350 deposit per person 

due at time of 
reservation 

Final payment due by  

Oct. 5, 2023 
 

Day 5, Wed., Dec. 13…(B,D) We say good bye to Nashville today & travel into Kentucky. Our first 
stop will be Bowling Green, KY., home of the National Corvette Museum. This museum opened in 
1994 as a home, library, archives & museum exhibit space for all things Corvette. Showcasing rare 
collectibles, & one-of-a-kind prototypes, that never went into production… We then travel to 
Louisville, Ky…Later today after checking into our Louisville hotel & enjoying another ‘Hotel Happy 
Hour’, you’re in for a real treat! Each year the Louisville Mega Cavern is transformed into an 
underground holiday light spectacular, referred to as the Lights Under Louisville. You’ll be 
fascinated as our motorcoach makes its way thru this underground Mega Cavern & you’ll be able 
to experience the only underground holiday light display in the world! Quite the sight to see! 
  
Day 6, Thurs., Dec. 14…(B) We’re not through with Christmas celebrating just yet! Departing 
Louisville this morning we travel to Peoria, Ill. to continue our holiday festivities. After arriving in 
Peoria, we’ll make a stop at a Glass-blowing Studio that will leave you in awe of this aspiring 
work of art. You’ll enjoy a demonstration & then have time to visit their gift shop, & maybe pick 
up a Christmas gift or two…After checking into our Peoria hotel & a nice supper we’ll take in the 
Peoria ‘Festival of Lights’ display. Peoria’s drive-thru ‘parade of lights’ celebrates the holidays 
with a million sparkles of excitement for all ages. This light display is rated one of the largest 
festivals in the Midwest & has been going for 39 years strong. 
  
Day 7, Fri., Dec. 15…(B) We say good bye to Peoria this morning, but our fun isn’t over yet. You’re 
in for a fun surprise! We’ll stop & visit some 4-legged friends of ours that are a rarity, but ever-so-
gentle creatures. You might even find a Christmas present here for a hard-to-buy-for friend when 
you feel what a soft-cuddly fur these animals produce, for such ‘soft’ mittens, socks & 
scarves…We then travel on towards home. Our Christmas Extravaganza comes to an end while 
bringing with us lots of fun memories, laughs & new friends made along the way! 

December 9-15, 2023 (7 days)  

Your Travel Experience Includes: 
~Deluxe motorcoach transportation 
~Lodging for 6 nights 
~Luggage handling for 1 suitcase per 
person 
~Tickets, admissions to all listed attractions 
~11 meals 
 

PRO TIP: 
Travel Insurance:  

Available at a group 
rate for this tour. Call 
for details & pricing. 

 

Departure Cities: Ft. Dodge, Waterloo, Cedar 
Rapids, Ames, Ankeny, Grinnell, Coralville, & 
Williams 

 

Planned & Hosted by Deb Harkness 


