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Pittsburgh, PA--Saturday, January 23rd the 18th Annual Summit Against Racism, a multi-cultural 

initiative of the Black & White Reunion, will occur at the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 616 N. 

Highland Avenue starting at 8 AM with continental breakfast. The Summit brings together 

individuals and groups under the theme of a quote from Frederick Douglass: “Power concedes 

nothing without a demand.”   

  
The Summit opens with a presentation by Leon Ford, a young African American male who on 

November 11, 2012, at the age of 19, was pulled over in what seemed to be a routine traffic stop. 

However, the officer mistook Leon for someone involved in another crime and unfortunately the 

interaction led to him being shot five times, leaving him paralyzed.   Mr. Ford has used his 

experiences and resilience to become an activis t for justice. 

  
With Proclamations from the Pittsburgh City Council and the Allegheny County Council, people of 

all backgrounds are uniting to work to end racism and injustice that continues to deny equal 

housing, employment, quality education, and justice in the courts to many. Participants will choose 

among 33 different workshops in three different time slots before and after lunch.  Among the 

workshops are topics including:  Islam and Islamic education, housing discrimination, solitary 

confinement, restorative justice, international human rights, multi-racial families, the Latino 

Un/Documented immigrant experience, advocacy for African-American students with disabilities, 

and environmental justice among others . The Summit is a great opportunity for civil and human 

rights activists to ‘recharge’ their batteries and to build coalitions to work for social justice. 

  
As part of the closing ceremony, cultural presentations will be made by Trans Voices: Open Letters 

and Steel City Bhangra, a Punjabi folk dance ensemble. In the year ahead, organizers hope that the 

Summit helps provide the framework for people to unite and work to eliminate racism and injustice 

in many arenas.   The Frederick Douglass quote continues : “Power concedes nothing without a 

demand. It never did and it never will. Find out just what any people will quietly submit to and you 

have found out the exact measure of injustice and wrong which will be imposed upon them, and 

these will continue till they are resisted with either words or blows, or with both.”   The Summit 

Against Racism continues to speak truth to power. 

 

All are welcome.  To pre-register online or for more information visit our website at 

www.summitagainstracism.org.  Come join hundreds of fellow activists on January 23, 2016. 
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