
An Interfaith Action Community Explainer
Gathered in the Beth Israel synagogue is a lively circle of individuals.  Some wear 
yarmulkes, hijabs, crosses, robes, or clerical collars, yet there is an air of cohesive energy, 
of friendship built from genuine respect and common goals.   This is the monthly meeting 
of the planning committee of the Interfaith Action Community (IAC), a grassroots 
organization that has formed in Chester County.   

The organization was initiated after Beth Israel organized and hosted the first Unity 
Shabbat in January of 2017.  Other local congregations, such as St. Matthew’s and St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Churches, had also been promoting interfaith education and 
fellowship by hosting guest speakers from other faiths.  They joined with Beth Israel, the 
Islamic Center of Chester County (ISCC), and St. Elizabeth’s Roman Catholic Church to 
plan a breaking of the Ramadan fast in June of 2017.  Over 150 people of various faiths 
joined together for prayers, discussion, and the shared meal hosted by St Elizabeth’s.   

From the momentum initiated by those events, the Interfaith Action Community was 
born, adding members at each monthly meeting.  During the first year, from fall of 2017 
to spring of 2018, the IAC member congregations took turns hosting an evening of 
sharing information on their faith traditions with presentations, food, and fellowship.  In 
their second year, the IAC has followed a similar format with the discussion focused on 
the sacred texts of each faith.   In the past two years, IAC members have provided 
opportunities for members and the public to become familiar with the traditions and 
communities of Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Tibetan Buddhism, and Christian faiths 
including Catholics, Episcopalians, Quakers, Lutherans, and members of the United 
Church of Christ.  

The IAC has also organized a Day of Hope, bringing volunteers of various faiths together 
to work on charitable projects.  In May of 2018, over 60 volunteers spent several hours at 
Mission Relief Services, City Gate, CYWA, Walker House, and Atkinson House painting, 
cleaning, landscaping, and organizing.  The second annual Day of Hope is planned for 
May 4, 2019.   

The organization has also contributed to other special events during the year including the 
second and third Unity Shabbats, the annual Thanksgiving Prayer services at Beth Israel, 
an interfaith panel discussion at the Lionville YMCA in fall of 2018, and various prayer 
services that have been held in response to national and international tragedies.   

The members of the Interfaith Action Community come from different religious 
traditions, some speak different languages and were born on different continents, and 
there is variety in their skin tones and garments.   Yet there is a genuine bond of fondness 
and esteem amongst the members.  The mission of the IAC is: 



“To provide for ourselves and the faith communities and traditions to which we belong 
(or with which we identify) opportunities to  

      - CELEBRATE our traditions' similarities and differences 

      - FEEL a sense of unity among our faith communities 

      - GROW personal friendships with each other 

We do this through actions of education, shared prayer and joint service. 

Inspired by our individual faith traditions and beliefs, we do these things for the 
betterment of ourselves and each other, our communities and society.” 

At a time where the news is filled with stories of division, the IAC will continue to work 
to heal those divides through their actions and their example of a society that is possible 
when people choose to approach others with respect, curiosity, and an open heart.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

As of April 2019, the IAC has members representing: 

Baha’i Faith 
Beth Israel Synagogue 
Downingtown Friends Meeting 
Hari Om Mandir 
Islamic Society of Chester County 
Lionville YMCA (Diversity and Inclusion Global committee) 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
St. Elizabeth’s Roman Catholic Church 
St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
Tibetan Buddhism 
Wellsprings Unitarian Congregation 

The IAC welcomes all visitors to events.   For more information, please visit the 
Facebook page of the Interfaith Action Community or  http://www.bethisraelpa.org/
interfaithactioncommunity.   
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