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The Lord loves his church so much 

that he cannot bear that she should 

go astray to others; and when she 

has done so, he cannot endure that 

she should suffer too much or too 

heavily. He will not have his ene-

mies afflict her: he is displeased 

with them because they increase her 

misery. When God seems most to 

leave his church, his heart is warm 

towards her. History shows that 

whenever God uses a rod to chasten 

his servants, he always breaks it af-

terwards, as if he loathed the rod 

which gave his children pain. "Like 

as a father pitieth his children, so 

the Lord pitieth them that fear him." 

God hath not forgotten us because 

he smites--his blows are no evidenc-

es of want of love. If this is true of 

his church collectively, it is of neces-

sity true also of each individual 

member. You may fear that the Lord 

has passed you by, but it is not so: 

he who counts the stars, and calls 

them by their names, is in no danger 

of forgetting his own children. He 

knows your case as thoroughly as if 

you were the only creature he ever 

made, or the only saint he ever 

loved. Approach him and be at 

peace. 

Charles Spurgeon 

 



PRESSING TOWARD THE MARK 

"Not as though I had already attained, 

either were already perfect: but I follow 

after, if that I may apprehend that for 

which also I am apprehended of Christ 

Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to 

have apprehended: but this one thing I 

do, forgetting those things which are 

behind, and reaching forth unto those 

things which are before, I press toward 

the mark for the prize of the high call-

ing of God in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 

3:12-14 

Those that are 

haphazard in 

their commit-

ment to Christ 

find it difficult to 

comprehend the 

zeal of believers. 

But there is a 

compelling rea-

son for their end-

less effort. You 

cannot maintain sustained zeal by a 

system of law. Threats, however true 

they may be, are not sufficient incen-

tive to keep people running the race 

and fighting the fight. Paul, prior to be-

ing "in Christ," was devoted to the Law--

the holy Law. He exercised himself to 

be "blameless" concerning the right-

eousness of which it spoke. But that 

zeal was nothing to compare with what 

he experienced in Christ Jesus. In Him, 

effort reached a new plateau. The per-

suasion of "the mark" instilled a zeal 

law could not produce.   

Paul "labored more abundantly" than 

the rest of the Apostles (I Cor. 15:10). It 

was not because he was younger, or be-

cause he had access to more technical 

aids. It was because he saw more. His 

heart and mind were ravished with the 

grace of God. His eye had a single goal. 

He was willing to "spend and be spent" 

for the cause of Jesus (2 Cor. 12:15). The 

world, even the religious world, could 

not match the glory of the things he 

was shown by Christ. His insatiable ap-

petite for the grace of God is what 

brought it to him. He received much be-

cause he wanted much! That is the rea-

son for his explanation of his own 

astounding activities: "But by the grace 

of God I am what I am: and his grace 

which was bestowed upon me was not 

in vain; but I labored more abundantly 

than they all: yet not I, but the grace of 

God which was with me" (1 Cor. 15:10). 

The future also held intrigue and at-

traction for the apostle. He saw some-

thing ahead that was worthy of the 

deepest commitment and most exten-

sive labor. He perceived that obstacles 

lay between him and the goal, and he 

determined to "press" through them. 

His spiritual posture was bent toward 

what he saw, and he refused to be de-

terred from it.  BE  BLESSED 
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THE ENEMY COMES TO STEAL  

Always be mindful of the thoughts you 

entertain and the relationships you 

maintain.  

The enemy, in his deceitfulness, is al-

ways after something, and that includes 

our joy. He will use our emotions against 

us, if we let him! He will use the people 

in our lives to keep us stressed out, if we 

let them! He will constantly try to irri-

tate us with thoughts of anger, doubt, 

fear, frustration, guilt, and worry. He 

knows that as long as we are feeling irri-

tated, we are not walking in ...the joy of 

the Lord. 

Satan also knows that when we're not 

walking in the joy God promised, it's 

much easier for us to give into tempta-

tion. And after we've given into tempta-

tion, we then feel guilty about it. Guilt 

has successfully taken our joy.  

How we feel is very important to our 

Christian walk; Satan knows this and is 

always trying to target our emotions. Be-

ware of this! Make up your mind 

throughout the day that you will main-

tain your joy in the Lord because He's 

working something good out for you. Do-

ing this will limit Satan's ability to oper-

ate through your emotions, which will 

keep him from high jacking your joy! 
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