
St. Peter’s Pastoral Council

January 15, 2013 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER
• The meeting was called to order by the President at 7:07 PM.
• Fr. Jason opened the meeting with prayer.

MEMBERS PRESENT
• Fr. Jason Worley, Deacon Jerry Jennings, Ginny Abel, Steve Browning, Caitlin Buchheit, 

Alan Duke, Sandy Gordon, Bob Gorman, Robyn Jacobs, Bob Lilly, Kelly McGuire, Mary 
Rash, and Patrick Tramma.

MEMBERS ABSENT
• Deacon John Martin and Meredith Rubeling.  

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
• Pastoral Council Election/Nominating Committee
• Parish Activity Committee

MINUTES
• The minutes of the December, 2012, meeting were approved, without changes, on a 

motion by Steve Browning, seconded by Robyn Jacobs, and by a vote of 10-0.

READING OF COMMUNICATIONS
• None

PASTOR’S REPORT
• The computer server has been down since December 21.  Email is down because of this 

problem.  Don’t send anything to the Libertytown email address.  The server needs to be 
replaced.

• The Christmas concert was excellent.  There were about 400 attendees.  There was a 
reception afterwards that was well-attended.  There was also a live nativity outside.  
Several parishioners brought live animals for that event.  It was all well-received by those 
who attended.

• It snowed Christmas Eve, and the 6 and 8 PM Masses were very lightly attended.  The 4 
PM and Midnight Mass attendance was normal.  Christmas Day the church was full but 
not packed.

• There is a meeting coming up with Bishop Rozanski, the Archdiocesan CFO, Monsignor 
Murphy, and others to talk about the Archdiocesan campaign and St. Peter’s role in it.  



There will also be a discussion of the parish’s mortgage situation and the annual budget.  
The funds from the 2013 Archdiocesan campaign will be returned to St. Peter’s in full, as 
was done last year.

• Apparently Woodmont is being sold and the Archdiocese wants to have a meeting about 
this.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Communications
• Nothing to report at this time.

Development
• The Committee is being re-established at this time.

Education
• Nothing to report at this time.

Evangelization
• Has not had a meeting since the last Pastoral Council meeting.

Finance
• The Finance Committee met recently and discussed the Archdiocesan Campaign and the 

budget.  

Liturgy
• The Liturgy Committee will meet on Monday, January 19, at 7 PM.

Maintenance
• Had a brief meeting recently and discussed what assistance it might provide to the parish.

Planning
• The Planning Committee is being stood up.  No chair has yet been appointed by Father 

Jason.

Social Concerns:

• The Social Concerns Committee will be meeting soon to determine the funding the 
parish will provide to various charities.  Al Duke asked to be informed of the meeting 
so that he could attend.

Budget Planning

• Al Duke mentioned that the Finance Committee will be planning next year’s budget 
beginning in April.  The budget will be based on committee goals and funding requests. 



The Finance Committee would like to have all the goals and budget requests by about 
April 1.  The budget requests are for funding over and above the normal budget lines, 
which will be handled by parish staff.

OLD BUSINESS 

Financial Peace University

• The course will be starting this Friday.  Nora Bucy will be the moderator of the course.  
It will run every Friday through March 22, from 7:00 to 8:30 PM, in one of the parish 
center classrooms downstairs.  Registration is still open.

Constitutional Amendments

• Will be dealt with at the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Ministry Fair

• The Evangelization Committee is planning another Ministry Fair.  There was some 
discussion of whether it would be on one weekend like last year or spread over time, 
with a few ministries each Sunday.  If it were held in the Parish Center and not in the 
Narthex, the former would work well.  There were suggestions of running it on 
Pentecost (May 19) or perhaps on the donut Sunday in May (May 5).  The event would 
need to avoid any conflict with religious education use of the Parish Center.

• Sandy will get the word out to the ministries, working with the Communications 
Committee.

Mass Times

• Religious education was moved back to Sunday mornings for a number of reasons, but 
one problem with that is that there is not enough time between the end of the 9 AM Mass 
and the beginning of the 11:30 AM Mass for a full session of class time.  We need to look 
at Mass times with the point of view of best accommodating religious education.  

• It was suggested to get the liturgy, evangelization, and education committees together to 
discuss a plan.  Doing a survey of the parish to determine the best Mass times was also 
suggested.  Consolidating to two Masses on Sunday instead of three was another way this 
problem could be resolved.  The question was asked as to whether reducing the schedule 
to two Masses would save money.  

• This discussion will continue at the next Pastoral Council meeting. 
Liturgy Retreat

• There will be a Liturgy Retreat on February 9.  The Pastoral Council is invited to 
participate.  It will have a similar format as last year’s retreat and will be based on the 
Year of Faith.  It will begin at 8 AM with Mass and then everyone will go to the Parish 



Center for a light breakfast and the retreat.  Please let Deacon Jerry know if you plan to 
attend.

Lenten Meal Review

• One of the groups that usually does one of the Lenten Meals has bowed out.  The Pastoral 
Council has been asked if it would like to participate this year.  Some suggestions of a 
menu were discussed.  Some of the logistical details of putting it together were also 
discussed and it was decided that the Pastoral Council would participate in the program 
this year.  Volunteers will be needed.  Our day will be Friday, March 1.

Pastoral Council Election/Nominating Committee

• The Pastoral Council election is coming up.  Pat Tramma is chair of the Nominating 
Committee per the Constitution.  He suggested that we start looking for candidates, 
including people running for re-election.  The biographies and pictures would be 
displayed in April and the election would be held on the first or second Sunday in May, 
depending on what other things were being held on those days.  Help is needed to count 
the votes.  

Parish Activity Committee

• A Parish Activity Committee has been set up to help with events.  Volunteers are needed 
for this committee; more volunteers means that people don’t have to work every event.  
They will help Daniel Nisonger with events, partner with the Communications 
Committee, and plan and put on the events.  If you come up with ideas for new events, let 
Daniel know.

ADJOURNMENT
• A motion to adjourn was made and seconded and by a vote of 10-0 the meeting was 

adjourned.
• Deacon Jerry Jennings said the closing prayer.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m.

 Minutes respectfully submitted by Caitlin Buchheit.

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05)
We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by  
our Lord Jesus Christ to grow in faith, celebrate hope, and experience 
His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the Eucharist 
and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by 
supporting one another, continuing our faith formation, promoting 



social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to share in our  
journey.


