
St. Peter’s Parish Council
 June 7, 2011 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:   Meeting started at 7:00 p.m. in Sullivan Hall, following a picnic in the 
pavilion. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Ginny Abel, Chuck O’Connor, Steve Browning,  Sandy Gordon, 
Terri Jackson, Bob Lilly, Mary Nelabovige, Lew Sherman, and Patrick Tramma.

SPECIAL GUEST:  Bob Birch, Finance Committee Chair

MEMBER ABSENT:   Sandy Ballantine, June Schabdach, Deacon Jerry Jennings, and Deacon 
John Martin 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:

Chuck O’Connor welcomed our newly elected Parish Council members:  Kelly McGuire, Patrick 
Tramma, and Alan Duke and the three appointees: Mary Rash, Mary Nelabovige, and Robyn 
Jacobs.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Mike Riley gave a review of the financial situation of the parish.  The parish had an operating 
shortfall of approximately $40,000 for the fiscal year ending this month (FY 2010-2011).  The 
current mortgage payment for the new church is approximately $35,000 ($425,000/year) for the 
next fifteen years.  We only receive approximately a quarter of the monies needed to make the 
monthly mortgage payment from the Blue Envelope Mortgage Reduction Envelopes.  Currently, 
we only have eight months of mortgage payments left from the pledges that were made in the 
last two capital campaigns that were held after the burning of the church.  In addition to these 
facts, the Archdiocese of Baltimore has placed a freeze on all parish capital campaigns for the 
next six years, pending the beginning of their own archdiocesan-wide capital campaign. 

 Due to the difficult financial situation of our parish, discussions have been ongoing with 
representatives of the archdiocese to develop a plan for our unique and concerning situation. 
One possibility to assist our financial deficit is for the archdiocese to re-amortize our mortgage. 
This proposal is currently under consideration by the archdiocese.  One of the most obvious 
answers to our continuing financial shortfall is to institute a stewardship campaign to increase the 
weekly offerings.  Stewardship levels must be raised by the the 750 actively attending families of 
our parish.  If each of these families increased their offertory commitment to $10/week, it would 
greatly ease the financial stress that our parish is experiencing.  In addition, we will ask our 
parishioners to sign-up for Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).   Fr. Jason will be introducing the 



stewardship drive in the coming weeks.  He will be sending letters to our parishioners as well as 
discussing our financial situation at the Masses.

PRESENTATION OF BUDGET

• Bob Birch, the chairperson of the Finance Committee, presented the proposed 2011-2012 
operating budget for St. Peter’s.   He noted that utilities are under budget for this year, 
several portions of the sidewalk are in need of repair, and that there will be a push to 
increase the rental income for Sullivan Hall. 

• Steve Browning moved to approve the budget, Ginny Abel seconded, and the council 
voted unanimously to approve the FY 2012 budget as submitted.

MINUTES:    Steve Browning moved to approve the minutes from the May meeting, Lew 
Sherman seconded, and the council voted unanimously to approve the minutes.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Communications:   No report

Development:       No report  

Education  :     No report

Evangelization:  See report

Finance:   No report

Liturgy:  See Report

• A discussion was held regarding the placement of the statues of the Blessed Mother and 
St. Joseph in the sanctuary.  Fr. Jason noted how inspirational the statues are to so many 
people.  Fr. Jason has received many positive comments regarding the placement of the 
statues.

Maintenance:  No report

Planning:  See report

• The new parish sign will be installed at the end of the summer.  It will cost approximately 
$400 to refurbish the old sign.

Social Concerns:  No report



NEW BUSINESS

Election of Officers for Pastoral Council for 2011-2012:
 
The following parish council officers were elected for FY 2012: 

President:  Ginny Abel
Vice President:  Patrick Tramma
Secretary:  Sandy Gordon

Parish Picnic:

The Parish Council will meet in August to plan our parish picnic.  This year, our dedication mass 
for the new church will be moved to the weekend of the parish picnic.  The date of the picnic 
will be Sunday, September 11, 2011.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  

Chuck O’Connor expressed what an honor it has been to have served as President of the Council 
for these past three years.  He noted that it has truly been a labor of love.  He recounted how he 
originally became involved with the Parish Council and offered his encouragement to the newest 
members of the Council.

PASTOR’S REPORT: 

Fr. Jason offered his thanks to Chuck O’Connor for his service.  When Fr. Jason first came to the 
parish, Chuck was a huge help to Fr. in making the necessary adjustments to a new home and 
new parish.  He was only a phone call or text message away when it came to the many questions 
that came with being appointed as the new pastor of a parish.

Fr. Jason announced that since our parish now has two deacons, he will be increasing their duties 
around the parish.  Deacons John Martin and Jerry Jennings will be preaching more often during 
the weekend Masses.  They will also be more visible at various parish functions, Parish Council 
meetings, and faith formation and religious education classes.

Fr. Jason also emphasized the importance of the Parish Council being visible at the various 
parish events.

Bishop Rozanski celebrated the Easter Vigil and Confirmation at St. Peter’s.  Before the 
Confirmation Mass, the bishop had dinner with the confirmation team hosted by the Ladies Club. 
The Bishop was greatly appreciative of the warmth and hospitality shown to him by the members 
of our parish.



The Yard Sale that was held in May was a great success. The net profit made was approximately 
$2400.  The Ladies’ Club also made a wonderful monetary contribution raised from the baked 
goods that were sold during the Yard Sale.

Daniel Nisonger has been hired as the Events Coordinator, in addition to working with 
development and fundraising.

An office manager has been hired for the parish.  Theresa Disipio has been hired and will begin 
work on July 1st.

Stacy Johnson has taken over the purchasing and ordering duties of the parish.

Priscilla Spielman will be working 20 hours per week (Tuesday and Wednesday) as the 
receptionist in the front office.   Volunteers from the parish will cover the remaining hours.

There has been a reassignment of offices in the Parish Office Building.  Daniel Nisonger’s office 
is going to be located upstairs.  Fr. Jason is going to move his office downstairs and Theresa 
Disipio will be located in the middle office on the main floor, between the receptionist’s office 
and Fr. Jason’s office. 

Parish planning:  Fr. Jason sent an email to the lay corporators, (Sheila Thompson and Alex 
Grabenstein) , in addition to Liz Hunter and Chuck O’Connor, to ask for representatives to attend 
meetings on June 23 (7-9 p.m.) and June 25 (10-11:30 a.m.) at St. John’s Regional School.  Each 
parish is asked to send three representatives.  Kelly McGuire and Terri Jackson volunteered to 
attend the meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.

Patrick Tramma invited everyone from Parish Council to attend his son’s first birthday party, as 
a thank you for the prayers and support during his first year of life.

Fr. Jason ended the Parish Council meeting with a closing prayer.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Minutes respectively submitted by Sandy Gordon.

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05)
We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by our Lord Jesus Christ to grow  
in faith, celebrate hope, and experience His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the  
Eucharist and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by supporting one another,  
continuing our faith formation, promoting social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to  
share in our journey.


