
St. Peter’s Pastoral Council
 

March 6, 2012 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:   Meeting started at 7:06 p.m.
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Ginny Abel, Steve Browning,  Alan Duke, Sandy Gordon, Robyn 
Jacobs, Deacon Jerry Jennings, Bob Lilly, Chuck O’Connor, Mary Rash,  Lew Sherman, Patrick 
Tramma, and Fr. Jason Worley.
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Deacon John Martin and Kelly McGuire

 Fr. Jason opened the meeting with prayer.

MINUTES:   Chuck O’Connor recommended that the council table the approval of the minutes 
from our February meeting until our April 3rd meeting.  The reason was that not all council 
members received the February meeting minutes, via email, for review and comment.

PASTOR’S REPORT:

Handicapped Parking Spaces

• Several parishioners have asked Fr. Jason if it is possible to make additional handicapped 
spaces available in the church parking lot.  There are currently four handicapped parking 
spots outside of the church.  There are strict county regulations concerning handicapped 
parking spaces with regard to slope of the area, width of handicapped parking spaces, 
accessible paths, and size and number of adjoining parking spaces.  Chuck O’Connor and 
Alan Duke will check into the possibility of making certain parking spots, nearest to the 
church, “temporary” handicapped spaces.  After speaking with county officials, they will 
report their findings to council.

Titanic Memorial

• The Titanic Memorial, in the graveyard of our church, was erected by the members of St. 
Peter’s in 1912 in memory of those who lost their lives in the sinking of the Titanic.  It 
was the first Titanic Memorial built in the U.S.  With the 100th anniversary of the sinking 
of the Titanic just weeks away, it was suggested that we have some sort of remembrance 
ceremony.  Fr. Jason contacted the Titanic Historical Society and the “Catholic Review” 
to notify them of the existence of our memorial.  The council members discussed 
different options for the remembrance.  The actual anniversary of the sinking of the 
Titanic falls on Divine Mercy Sunday. 



Archbishop’s Annual Appeal

• To date, 260 families have pledged a total of $110,000 to the 2012 Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal.  St. Peter’s has been given permission by the archdiocese to put all of this money, 
in additional to monies collected through December of this year, toward the principle of 
the church mortgage. 

•  Last year, there were 445 families who contributed $81,039 for the 2011 Annual Appeal. 

• Members of the council discussed the critical importance of giving to the Annual Appeal, 
with the goal of lowering the principle of our mortgage.  With the upcoming archdiocesan 
capital campaign, which will begin at St. Peter’s this fall, all fundraising campaigns for 
our church mortgage will be halted for the next five years. With a current monthly 
mortgage payment of approximately $35,000 per month, it is essential that we take full 
advantage of lowering the principle of the mortgage.  At the present time, our reserves 
will only cover about five months of mortgage payments.    

• Fr. Jason will be gathering a group of parishioners, with expertise in finance, to discuss 
the goals of the Development Committee.     

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Communications:    No report.

Development:       

• With respect to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal for 2012, we are waiting for Downtown 
to tell us which parishioners have submitted a pledge form.  We intend to follow up with 
those who have not submitted one.

• With respect to the Embracing Our Mission archdiocesan capital campaign, we are 
waiting for additional information from Matt Anthony.

Education  :    See report.

Evangelization:

• The parish mission was held on February 26-29, 2012.  The topic was, "Follow me...: 
Living as a Believer, Disciple and Witness of the Lord".  The mission was led by Fr. 
Brian Nolan, Chaplain at Mt St. Mary's University.

• The mission was well attended with approximately 175-200 people present each night.

• Doug Jackson videotaped the talks each night, so that DVDs can be made available to 
those persons who might be interested in viewing them.



• In addition, Fr. Nolan's power point slides will be posted on the parish website very soon.

• The council discussed the possibility of planning a parish mission with the other parishes 
in our “cluster”.  This might afford us the ability of bringing in a popular speaker (e.g. Fr. 
Robert Barron, Matthew Kelly, Scott Hahn, etc.) to a venue such as Mt. St. Mary’s Knott 
arena. 

Finance:  

• No report.

Liturgy:  

• See report.

Maintenance:  

• No report.

Planning:  

• No report.

Social Concerns:  

• See report.

OLD BUSINESS:

USE OF NARTHEX:

• It was decided that we would table the discussion regarding use of the narthex until the 
April pastoral council meeting.

PROPOSED AMMENDMENTS TO THE PASTORALCOUNCIL CONSTITUTION:

• Patrick Tramma led a discussion regarding the current constitution of the pastoral council. 
In particular, the council discussed membership, terms, and elections.

• The suggestion was made that wording of Article IV of the constitution be changed to - 
“allow all clergy assigned to the parish (pastor, assistant or associate pastors, and 
permanent or transitional deacons as applicable) to have an automatic, non-voting, seat 
on the council.”  Bob Lilly motioned to approve, Al Duke seconded, and the council 
unanimously approved the change.



• Discussion was held with regard to the staff of the parish holding a position on council. 
Patrick will send proposed re-wording of the constitution.  A decision regarding the 
proposed verbiage will be discussed at the next pastoral council meeting.

• Article VIII, Section 6, of the Constitution addresses the requirement that pastoral council 
meetings be advertised in the bulletin one week prior to the meeting.  Beginning 
immediately, Robyn Jacobs (Communications Committee) will advertise the pastoral 
council meeting in the bulletin in the week prior to the meeting.

• Patrick Tramma suggested that Article V, Section 1, of the constitution be changed to add 
the requirement that all members of the pastoral council by baptized and confirmed.  Al 
Duke made a motion, Bob Lilly seconded, and the council unanimously approved the 
rewording of the constitution to reflect this change.

Modifying the Election and/or Appointment Process of the Pastoral Council

• The Council had a discussion regarding our election process.  It was decided that the 
Council will keep the election process as it is, with no changes.

Election Committee

• Patrick Tramma will work with Al Duke in overseeing the upcoming pastoral council 
election.

• Sandy Gordon, Steve Browning, and Robyn Jacobs will be running for pastoral council in 
the next election.  

NEW BUSINESS

St. Michael the Archangel Prayer

• A few parishioners have questioned the purpose of our saying the St. Michael the 
Archangel Prayer at the end of each Mass.  The reason we are now saying the St. Michael 
the Archangel Prayer is because of the spiritual warfare between good and evil.  Fr. Jason 
will explain this in the upcoming bulletin, so as to clarify the purpose and reasoning 
behind his decision to include this particular prayer at the end of each Mass.

• Chuck O’Connor commented that, approximately fourteen years ago, St. Peter’s said the 
Hail Mary for the unborn after the Dismissal.  

Drainage Ditch at the Corner of Route 75 and North Street



The drainage ditch at this intersection is very deep and potentially dangerous.  The issue is that 
the drainage ditch occurs at the intersection of a county road and a state road. Alan Duke will 
contact a member of the Frederick County roads department to alert them to this issue.  The hope 
is that they will fix the problem.

Clergy Non-Profit Advertisement

• The Catholic parishes of Frederick County, as well as other faith communities in the area, 
have been asked to sign a full page ad in the “Frederick News Post”.  The purpose of the 
ad is to bring awareness to the County Commissioners’ reduction and planned elimination 
of non-profit funding from the Frederick County budget. 

• The proposed advertisement reads, “Two years ago, Frederick County budgeted over 
$500,000 for local non-profit organizations, including the Mental Health Association, 
Association of Retarded Citizens, Heartly House, Religious Coalition for Emergency 
Human Needs, Frederick County Red Cross, Advocates for Homeless Families, the Seton 
Center, Daybreak Adult Day services, and others.  The County Commissioners reduced 
that amount by 25% in 2012 and propose an additional 30% cut in 2013, with total 
elimination by 2014.  Frederick County is the only county in Maryland to seek the 
complete elimination of non-profit funding.  Elimination of County funding for 
homelessness prevention caused federal support to decline by 75%.  At the peak of 
County funding for non-profits, less than one cent of each tax dollar went to aid those in 
need.  That has dropped to one half-cent.  Against this backdrop, human needs in our 
county of 230,000 citizens have only grown.  Those receiving medical assistance have 
more than doubles in the last five years.  More than 10,000 residents live below the 
poverty line.  More than 450 homeless students live in the county; at least one in every 
school.  As leaders of our faith communities, we believe it is our congregation’s 
responsibility to help with our most vulnerable citizens.  We have and will continue to 
make feeding the hungry, housing the homeless, and healing the sick a fundamental part 
of our faith witness by contributing significant funds and volunteer hours.  But we can’t 
do it alone.  Helping those at risk if part of the social contract for all citizens of Frederick 
County.  Caring for those in need is not simply charity, it is a question of fairness.  We 
call on the County Commissioners to protect our most vulnerable citizens by restoring 
adequate County funding for basic human services.  As members of the faith 
communities, we are doing our part.  We invite our leaders to do theirs on our behalf. 
Together, we can help ensure the safety and well-being of all our citizens”.



• It was advised that a total list of non-profit organizations who have received funding from 
the County be obtained.  We must be certain of exactly who has received funds. 

• This issue has the potential to blur the line between church and state.  Considering the 
current political climate, with the HHS Mandate, we must give prayerful consideration to 
the invitation to sign the advertisement.

• Fr. Jason will take the comments of the pastoral council to the next area priests’ meeting.

ROTARY CLUB AWARD

The Rotary Club of Carroll Creek has asked if our parish would like to nominate someone for the 
2012 Paul Harris Recognition Award.  Several names were given to Robyn Jacobs to pass on to 
the Rotarians.

Chuck motioned to adjourn the meeting, Patrick Tramma seconded the motion, and the council 
unanimously agreed.

Fr. Jason ended the meeting with a prayer.

The meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m.

Minutes respectively submitted by Sandy Gordon.

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05)
We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by our Lord Jesus Christ to grow in  
faith, celebrate hope, and experience His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the  
Eucharist and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by supporting one another,  
continuing our faith formation, promoting social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to  
share in our journey.


