
St. Peter’s Pastoral Council 
 

November 5, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 A majority of the voting council being present, the meeting was called to order by the 
President at 7:01 PM. 

 Virginia Grant opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 

 Fr. Jason Worley, Deacon John Martin, Steve Browning, Alan Duke, Sandy Gordon, Bob 
Gorman, Virginia Grant, Robyn Jacobs, Kelly McGuire, John Miller, Mary Rash, 
Stephanie Rubeling, Patrick Tramma, Joseph Whelan 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT 

 Deacon Jerry Jennings,  
 
GUESTS 

 Carolyn Nolan, Stacy Johnston  
 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 “Matter 2013” 

 Deacon John Martin – update on vicariate wide Deaconate Meeting. 
 
MINUTES 

 The minutes of the October 1, 2013 meeting were approved, without changes, on a 
motion by Steve Browning, seconded by John Miller, and by a vote of 11-0.   

 
READING OF COMMUNICATIONS 

 Alan Duke gave a Mass card for Mrs. Gordon.   
 
PASTOR’S REPORT 

 Fr Jason noted that he was excited about vocations committee getting off the ground. 

 Fr Jason reminded the council that Fr. Michael DeAscanis is visiting the parish December 
7-8. 

 Fr Jason noted that on Nov 23rd George Misulia is organizing a small mens conference.  
Fr, Michael will be at mass.  The talks will be geared toward men.  Confessions will also 
be heard. 



 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Communications 
 The next meeting to be held on Nov 19. 
 The Communications Committee is using a new minutes format that Father really liked 

Robyn willl send out the minutes in the new format 
 Putting out time and talent cards in December (possibly last week of Nov) 

o Give interested parties to the appropriate committee.   
 Non open ended survey. 
 Virginia Grant – getting occupational info? 

Development 
 Going ahead on Capital Campaign 
 The Plan is to reach out to the bigger donors first to get them on board and have them 

help to get other parishioners involved. 

Education 

 Nothing to report 

Evangelization 
 Committee minutes to be distributed 
 Next meeting Tuesday Nov 12 

 
Finance 

 Nothing to report 
 
Liturgy 

 The last meeting was held November 4, 2013 
 Sheri Slattery will send the minutes to Joe Whelan for distribution. . 

 
Maintenance 

 Nothing to report 
 

Planning 
 Nothing to report 

 
Social Concerns 

 Next meeting November 20, 2013 
 
Vocations  
 Minutes will be sent to Joe Whelan for distribution. 
 The next meeting will be held after January 1 2014. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  



 
 “Rebuilt” discussion regarding Sunday worship and activities (organizational, not 

substance, at this time) 
o Religious Education 
o Fellowship 
o Mass Times 

 Issue with religious education being on Sunday. 
 Stacy gave update on the basics of the program. 
 10:15-11:15. between the two masses. 

o Noticed a lack of attendance at mass – kids coming to 
religious education, but not mass.   

o Problems with time constraint – on weekends where mass 
runs long or there are donuts after mass, the instruction 
time can be cut to 30-45 min (was 1hr 15 min on Monday 
nights)  teachers don’t have enough time to teach. 

o Al – how much time is needed between the end of the first 
Mass and start of the next to get adequate instruction time 
in? 
 At least 1hr 30min. 

o Carolyn – teaches parents of kids in religious education; 
her instruction time is even shorter (parents drop kids off 
and pick them up.)  

o Uses Sappington Hall. 
 Carolyn noted that her class is a good microcosm of “Libertytown 

Pete” 
 Children’s liturgy – 82 kids last week.  Well attended. 

o Possibly at both masses. 
 Other suggestions – on a monthly or so basis have some type of 

family activity after mass (i.e. the fall festival with the pumpkins 
and scarecrows)   

o Al noted that the second semester is approaching – is next 
fall the best time to start? 
 Stacy observed that changing it now would be 

confusing.  If we change education/mass times, the 
best time is over the summer. 

 Classes end in May, need to register in 
April, and would need to know the new 
mass times by then. 

 (After Stacy and Carolyn left) Al – only other comment – 
reduction of number of masses 

o Father Jason has been directed to look all masses that have 
less that 50% capacity of the church.  

 General discussion –  
o How do we accommodate religious education? (Immediate issue) 
o Other options for fellowship – (medium to long term) 
o Mass times  - Immediate (i.e. by next fall) 



 Need to figure out what times would be most conducive to getting more 
people to come to mass.  The people who come to mass will probably still 
come to mass even if they don’t like the time.   

 Council agrees that we need 1hr 15 minutes for religious education. 
 Agree to go from 3 masses to 2 masses. 

 8:30 and 11:30? 
o The Council decided that after January 1, 2014 the 

members of the parish will receive a ballot to vote on 
the new mass times 
 8 and 11 and 8:30 and 11:30 

 Security 
o Father Jason noted that we cannot leave doors to the church unlocked.  We need 

to be aware of surroundings. 
 Door between the adoration and the church should be locked. 
 Higher visibility for the door to the adoration chapel. 

 Pat Tramma observed that night vision cameras are not all that 
expensive. 

 Agree that locking the doors is necessary. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

 Matter 2013 
o 14 going (including staff).   

 Deacon John Martin, Robyn Jacobs and Pat Tramma will be driving 
themselves. 

 Theresa is coordinating with the staff. 
 Sandy Gordon – Theresa sent out an e-mail – registration 8-9am 

conference 
 Leave NLT 7:15 from St Peters. 
 Let Al know if you will be carpooling or driving yourself. 
 Stephanie Rubeling can fit everyone in her van. 

 Parish Address 
o The New address will go live on January 1 

 9190 Church Street Union Bridge MD. 21791 
 This is the first notification that the address will go live on Jan 1. 
 A mail box is to be put in front of the church. 
  

 Survey cards for Christmas in the Country 
o Multiple drop boxes to capture everyone’s feedback 

 Not just people eating. 
 If a place for e-mail address is not on the card do that next year. 
 Will instruct the vendors to collect for us if they get any as well as 

collections at the doors to the buildings. 
 Vicariate wide Deacons meeting 

o Addressing the priest situation (shortage etc) 
 Archbishop wants to incorporate evangelization into the process. 



o Reinstituting the pastoral council training sessions  
 Al has the schedule, will figure to how to distribute to the individuals who 

need to go. 
 There is a website to register for conference. Or 

dweidner@archbalt.org. 
Pat Tramma will scan the schedule and distribute to the group. 

o Christopher Ross (director for MD Catholic conference social concerns) 
 Wants to coordinate with the parishes on events such as the Lobby night at 

Annapolis. 
 Letter to the Pastor (Father Jason has already received and read 

this) will give to Deacon Jerry Jennings to read at Social Concerns 
Meeting. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 John Miller made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Kelly McGuire.  By a 
vote of 11-0, the meeting was adjourned. 

 Fr. Jason said the closing prayer. 
 The next meeting of the Pastoral Council will be Tuesday, December 3, 2013. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 PM. 
 
 Minutes respectfully submitted by Joseph Whelan. 
 
Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05) 
We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by our Lord Jesus Christ to grow in 
faith, celebrate hope, and experience His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the 
Eucharist and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by supporting one another, 
continuing our faith formation, promoting social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to 
share in our journey. 
 


