
St. Peter’s Pastoral Council
 October 4, 2011 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:   Meeting started at 7:04 p.m. in Sullivan Hall.
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Ginny Abel, Steve Browning,  Alan Duke, Sandy Gordon, Robyn 
Jacobs, Bob Lilly, Deacon Jerry Jennings, Deacon John Martin, Kelly McGuire, Mary 
Nelabovige, Mary Rash, Lew Sherman, Patrick Tramma, and Fr. Jason Worley.
 
Patrick Tramma opened the meeting with prayer.

Ginny Abel made a revision to the agenda for the meeting to include comments from Bob 
Maloney, one of St. Peter’s parishioners.

Bob Maloney invited the Pastoral Council to participate in a prayerful and peaceful witness in 
front of the abortion clinic at 801 Tollhouse Avenue as part of the Forty Days for Life.  There 
will be Holy Hours in honor of Respect Life on October 18 at Holy Family parish in Middletown 
and on November 6th at St. Peter’s.

MINUTES:    Steve Browning moved to approve the minutes from the September meeting, Al 
Duke seconded, and the council voted unanimously to approve the minutes.

REVIEW OF “CALLED TO SERVE, GIFTED TO LEAD: THE MINISTRY OF THE 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – A document from the Archdiocese of Baltimore

A discussion was held regarding slides 1-11 of the document.  “Foundational to Parish Pastoral 
Council ministry and the development of any parish pastoral plan is the recognition that Christ  
calls all baptized persons to participate in the mission of Jesus as Priest, Prophet, and King”.

As a Council, “we must monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the parish’s mission.  This 
entails examining the strengths and weaknesses of each parish mission priority annually and 
recommending to the pastor not only where greater effort might be needed but researching 
possibilities for achieving greater mission success.”  We will discuss this further at the Planning 
Meeting in November.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Communications:   No report

Development:       

• Fr. Jason sent a letter detailing the financial situation of the parish to all 
parishioners of St. Peter’s.



Education  :     No report

Evangelization:  

• The Ministry Fair that was held after all of the Masses on October 1-2 in the Narthex of 
the church.  Approximately thirty ministries/groups participated in the Fair.  We have 
received very positive comments about the Fair and it is our plan to make this an annual 
event. 

Finance:  No report.

Liturgy:  See Report

• The Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service will be held at St. Peter’s this year, possibly on 
the Sunday evening before Thanksgiving.  The money and food that will be collected will 
be given to St. Peter’s Food Pantry.  
• Pat Tramma suggested that we consider purchasing the “Breaking Bread” editions 
that contain the daily Mass propers.

Maintenance:  

• Lew Sherman wanted the new Pastoral Council members to know that the Landscaping 
Committee is actually a subcommittee of the Maintenance Committee.

• Walter Meuse and Lew Sherman repaired the waste vent pipe at the Thrift Shop.

Planning:

• Subcontractors will be hired for certain aspects of the building out of the RCIA room in 
the basement of the church.  Volunteers who have specialties in certain areas will be 
recruited to donate their time, in order to reduce the construction cost.

Social Concerns:  

• A meeting of the Social Concerns Committee will be held in the next few weeks.

OLD BUSINESS:

Parish Picnic Evaluation

• A discussion was held regarding the success of the parish picnic.  Next year we 
should make sure to provide more baked beans and coleslaw and less hot dogs, biscuits, 
and pretzels.
• Next year, it will be necessary to have a volunteer at the Moon Bounce in order to 
ensure the safety of the children.  Although we had asked for parents to supervise their 
children, there were times when the children were not being supervised.

• A few activities had to be cancelled due to the weather.
• It was decided that next year’s Mass will be held in the Church versus outside.  



Planning Meeting – November 5, 2011

• The annual Pastoral Council Planning Day will be held on Saturday, November 5th, from 
9:00 a.m. to approximately 2:00 p.m. in the Birch Library.  In addition to the monthly 
P.C. meeting for the month of November, the Council will also review and discuss 
committee goals.

Parish Pictorial Directory

• Fr. Jason suggested that our parish consider use the company, Lifetouch Studios, to 
produce new editions of the parish directory.  A representative from the parish will need 
to be the contact person who will coordinate this project.

NEW BUSINESS

Landscape Request

• Some shrubbery around the church building should be replaced, with the cost amounting 
to approximately $100.

• Other landscaping items that should be completed throughout the campus could cost 
about $500.  Lew Sherman will discuss the budget request with Liz Hunter, our 
bookkeeper.  

Changes to Committee Info on Front of Bulletin

• Theresa Disipio has requested the names and contact information for Committee 
Chairpersons of the Pastoral Council.  She is making the necessary changes to the front of 
the parish bulletin.

Pumpkin Fest – October 8, 2011

• The Pumpkin Fest has been scaled back because of Daniel Nisonger’s hospitalization.  It 
will primarily consist of a bake sale which will be managed by the Ladies’ Club.

PASTOR’S REPORT: 

Stewardship Appeal

•To date, over 100 people have answered the stewardship appeal letter that was mailed to all 
parishioners in August.  

•An in-pew drive will happen at all of the Masses this coming weekend.
•There are 1,735 registered families at St. Peter’s; approximately 750 families attend on a 

regular basis.  Half of the 750 families give to the offertory via checks/envelopes/ or 
electronic funds transfer (EFT).  

•We are asking parishioners to give an additional $10 per week, if possible.
•Since the Archdiocese has halted all individual parish capital campaigns, Fr. Jason has been 

working with representatives of the Archdiocese to give special consideration to St. 
Peter’s financial situation.  They have agreed to give back to St. Peter’s the 2011 
Archdiocesan Annual Appeal monies that were raised.  The amount of $80,000 will be 



applied to the principle of the church loan.  In addition, 100% of the monies that will be 
raised by our parish for the 2012 Annual Appeal will be applied to the principle of the 
church mortgage.

•Kelly McGuire will contact Liz Hunter regarding the possibility of parishioners using 
PayPal as an option for giving money to St. Peter’s.

Update on the New Mass Times for Religious Education and SPY

• The change of the Mass times, as well as change of days and times of religious education, 
has gone fairly smoothly.  

Location for Coffee and Donuts now that Youth Ministry is meeting earlier

• Since Youth Ministry is now meeting at 12:30, concerns were voiced regarding the fact 
that Coffee and Donuts will no longer be able to be held in Sappington Hall after the 
11:30 Mass.

Steve Browning closed the meeting with prayer.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Minutes respectively submitted by Sandy Gordon.

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05)
We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by our Lord Jesus Christ to grow  
in faith, celebrate hope, and experience His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the  
Eucharist and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by supporting one another,  
continuing our faith formation, promoting social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to  
share in our journey.


