
St. Peter’s Pastoral Council

September 3, 2013 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER
• A majority of the voting council being present, the meeting was called to order by the 

President at 7:06 PM.
• Fr. Jason Worley opened the meeting with prayer.

MEMBERS PRESENT
• Fr. Jason Worley, Deacon John Martin, , Steve Browning, Alan Duke, Sandy Gordon, 

Bob Gorman, Virginia Grant, Robyn Jacobs, Deacon Jerry Jennings, Kelly McGuire, 
John Miller, Mary Rash, Stephanie Rubeling, Patrick Tramma, Joseph Whelan

MEMBERS ABSENT
• None

GUESTS
• None

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
• None

MINUTES
• The minutes of the August 6, 2013 meeting were approved without changes, on a motion 

by John Miller, seconded by Mary Rash, and by a vote of 11-0.

READING OF COMMUNICATIONS
• None

PASTOR’S REPORT
• Fr. Jason informed the Council that Vocations Awareness Week is November 2-9, 2014
• He challenged everyone to bring one more person to Mass.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Communications

• Nothing to report; the next meeting will be held in September



Development

• Nothing to report; the next meeting is Tuesday September 10

Education

• Nothing to report

Evangelization
• Next meeting is September 10

Finance
• Nothing to report

Liturgy
• Next meeting is September 9
• Pat Tramma put in a request for the extended Breaking Bread addition; he offered to pay 

the difference between the normal and extend

Maintenance
• Nothing to report

Planning
• Nothing to report

Social Concerns
• Nothing to report

NEW BUSINESS 

What does a Pastoral Council Do?
• Al Duke reminded the Council that he had sent out a slideshow prior to meeting and 

encouraged the Council to look over the slides in their entirety.
o Al noted that all are responsible for Mission of the Parish, the Priests, deacons etc. 

Our individual charisms help advance the mission of the Parish.  He also 
mentioned that being a member of the Council is a commitment and that there is a 
prayer mission of the council; the Council held a Saturday morning of reflection 
last year.  

o John Miller encouraged the Council members to commit to a day of reflection, but 
also commit to regular times of prayer and reflection, in addition to the opening 
prayer.

o Al noted that other dioceses have suggested prayers for Pastoral Councils
 Fr. Jason mentioned that if we are going to incorporate regular refection 

into the meetings, we need to be conscious of others time; he encouraged 
Council members to mind the chatter during the meeting.



 Patrick Tramma noted that before the meeting he had spend 20 min in the 
adoration chapel and is planning on doing that before all meetings; he 
invited everyone to join him if possible.

 Virginia Grant suggested that the Council members look into a prayer for 
the Pastoral Council, not a lengthy paraliturgy, but come to the next 
meeting with a few examples, and start with the same prayer each time.  

 Fr. Jason mentioned that a possibility would be a shortened version of 
Evening Prayer with 1 psalm.  He also volunteered to look up a few 
additional options.

 Stephanie Rubeling encouraged the Council members to prepare our 
hearts beforehand; have ~5 min of silence

 Patrick Tramma emphasized the importance of the individual aspect; as 
part of our prayer routine we should be remembering to pray for the 
Pastoral Council

o Fr. Jason encouraged the Council members to be conscious that we are playing an 
integral part, not just vie the council as “another thing” you have to do.

o Al Duke gave a brief overview of the Council as a consolatory body for the 
Pastor. He noted that the council does not make binding decisions. He also noted 
that councils tend to be organized in a constitutional and legislative model; but the 
role of the council is not to legislate. 

o Al Duke also reported that last year there no movement to change the Mission 
Statement and that the committees stayed the same, and all developed goals and 
objectives.  He noted that the Pastoral Council is moving its planning meeting to 
March to align with the Finance council fiscal planning cycle.

o Al Duke brought up the idea from Matthew Kelley’s book “Dynamic Catholic” 
that “If we can get 1% more of the parish involved, it would make a dynamic 
difference in the Church” 

 For our parish that would be 12 more families.
o John Miller questioned whether the parish has a committee dedicated to 

stewardship.  Fr Jason informed that Council that this would fall under the 
Development committee.  He also noted that much of our focus on stewardship 
has been done in the context of the church mortgage.  Every fall we give a report 
and ask people to give more money.

o Deacon John noted that need a bigger “well” so to speak.  We keep everytime we 
ask for people to give more, it is the same people who respond.  We need to get 
more people to come to mass, feel part of the parish.  When they care more, they 
will give more.  Strike the right balance.

o Mary Rash cautioned that we don’t want to alienate the people.  It is more 
important that they are there. We don’t want to make people who are struggling 
financially to feel like they are not welcome if they cannot give. 

o Patrick Tramma noted that in the book “Rebuilt” the chapter on increasing giving 
was telling.  Stewardship is about US, not about the church.  We need to have a 
sense of sacrifice and self giving.  The book suggested that this can be done it in 
stages; give something, give electronically, give a certain dollar amount, give a 
certain percent of your income, and finally increase the percentage.  It was also 



noted that Stewardship is not exclusively about financial support, rather we are 
called to give out time talent and treasure to the church.

o Fr Jason noted that we need to get more people involved.  He challenged the 
members of the Council to bring one more person to Church.  We have numerous 
ministries, but it’s all the same people.  

 Deacon John noted that it is the same with the Knights.
 Fr. Jason mentioned that there was no reason to have a volunteer sign up 

sheet in the narthex that goes weeks without being filled out.
 Stephanie Rubeling suggested that we give the parishioners specific things 

to sign up for.  
• Fr. Jason noted that the Parish has the mentality that “we have 

people who do that”
 John Miller noted that Matthew Kelley also talks about evangelizing the 

people that come to mass. We need to get them to do more than just come 
to mass.

Retreat for Pastoral Council
• Possibly as a joint retreat with other ministries.
• Deacon Jerry mentioned that this typically is initiated out of Liturgy Committee; 

normally this occurs in January
o The Council will wait for Liturgy Committee to head up this effort.

Vocations, Understanding and Assisting
• Fr. Jason reported that he would like the parish to do something more concrete to nurture 

vocations.  
o He gave a brief reintroduction of Stephanie Rubeling, who is newly appointed to 

the Pastoral Council to replace Meredith Rubeling.
 She will be heading up a new Vocations Committee.

o Fr. Jason noted that the parish needs to form a committee and that the Council 
should foster this effort through prayer, financial report.

o Stephanie Rubeling informed the council that in various adoration chapels around 
the diocese there are additional vocations materials; she would like to have 
vocations materials placed in the adoration chapel at St. Peter’s.

o The Council discussed potential future activities to help foster vocations including 
Vocation Awareness Week kick-off activities, Holy Hours or speaker for 
vocations, and hosting a “Meet and Greet” with current vocations from St. 
Peter’s; the idea would be open this up to other parishes in addition to St. Peter’.

o Pat Tramma noted that it is important to get over the hurdle of pastor to 
parishioner we need let young people see that priests; sisters etc are “real” people 
too.

o It was agreed that this effort should not be geared exclusively toward men, or just 
to the diocesan priesthood, but a hub to nurture ALL vocations.  In addition the 
vocations committee should address different age groups.  Fr. Jason noted that 
young people typically start thinking about vocations around 5th grade.

 A good resource for the younger group would be the altar servers.
 Would like to do on a prayer based activity on a monthly basis



 There should also be group for teens, as well older people who are single, 
widows.

 Fr. Jason noted that many dioceses are picking up on doing more things 
such as videos, social media, etc.  At this point it is not a money issue, but 
we just need to find a volunteer who is good with videos and then use our 
own parish vocations as cast members etc for interview style videos with 
each of our vocations and post on the web.

 Fr. Jason reiterated that everyone plays a part in vocations.  
 Stephanie Rubeling informed the Council that there was a possibility of 

Chelsea taking her final vows at St. Peters. Her order, the Daughters of St. 
Paul are exploring that

 Next step – need to develop a vocations committee.
• Fr. Jason suggested that the Deacons and Kenn DeMoll be on this 

committee.
• Stephanie Rubeling noted that we also need to prepare for 

Vocations Awareness Week.
• The Committee will determine what we want to do and how we 

want to do it.
• Pat Tramma – Suggestion for the Liturgy Committee; there is a desire to cut out the 

“cantor” from the 7:15 Mass.  
o Fr. Jason requested that the individuals who feel this way should bring that to him. 

• Bob Gorman mentioned that that he had spoken to several parishioners who were 
unaware of the results of the Pastoral Council election; need to announce to the parish the 
results of the Pastoral Council elections

o Al Duke will handle notifying Theresa DiSipio regarding the election results.
o Fr. Jason mentioned that he would like a picture of each Pastoral Council member, 

put in the Blast e-mail or on web page.
o Also he requested that if there are complaints, comments, that members of the 

Council should have the individual submit the complaint in writing. It should not 
be anonymous.

o Fr. Jason also requested that we ask individuals with complaints/concerns to bring 
these to Fr. Jason.

OLD BUSINESS

Parish Picnic: Last Minute Items
•  Mary Rash 

o Sandy Gordon will pick up the  chicken 
 5 gallons of coleslaw have been ordered.
 Sandy Gordon and Robyn Jacobs will pick up other essential items from 

Costco on Friday, September 6. 
• Mary Rash noted that she found the notes from 2011. 

o Deacon Jerry will be staffing the Moon bounce. 
o Al Duke noted that the boy scouts are coming provided the ground is stable 

enough to set up the stakes.
o A few of the Pastoral Council members will start set-up after the 7:15 AM Mass.



o More to join after the 9:00 AM Mass.
o The remainder will stay through clean-up.
o Knight Lights doing ice cream.
o Mary Rash is bringing plastic tablecloths.

Parish Address Update
• No update

Frederick 48
• Deacon John Martin informed the Council that the poor box collections from the 

weekend of September 28-29 will go to Frederick 48.
• The funds will be distributed between the St. Vincent DePaul Society and The Religious 

Coalition.
o Deacon John will discuss with Liz for instructions on whom to have checks made 

to; St. Vincent DePaul Society and the Religious Coalition or to St. Peters.
• The Deacons will make an announcement regarding this at the masses the weekend prior 

to the collection. 
o Father Jason gave permission to have signs placed on the poor boxes that 

weekend. 

Scheduling the Review of “Rebuilt”
• Fr. Jason has not discussed with the staff yet.  
• If the review meetings  start in September it will be late September
• Mary Rash reported that she has given roughly 10 members of the ladies book to read. 

She will give the names to the Council so that they can coordinate the book review with 
them. 

o Ladies doing a day retreat in Marriotsville.
• Al Duke will e-mail the Council if the first review meeting is to take place prior to the 

next Pastoral Council meeting.
o John Miller noted that there are no remaining Saturdays in September.  He 

encouraged the Council members to look at their calendars; it would be good if 
the entire council was on board with this effort.

o Fr. Jason will speak with the staff to figure out if Saturday is acceptable to meet.

ADJOURNMENT
• Mary Rash made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Sandy Gordon.  By a vote 

of 11-0, the meeting was adjourned.
• Deacon John Martin said the closing prayer.
• The next meeting of the Pastoral Council will be Tuesday, September 3, 2013.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 PM.

 Minutes respectfully submitted by Joseph Whelan.

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05)



We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by  
our Lord Jesus Christ to grow in faith, celebrate hope, and experience 
His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the Eucharist 
and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by 
supporting one another, continuing our faith formation, promoting 
social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to share in our  
journey.


