
St. Peter’s Pastoral Council

October 1, 2013 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER

• A majority of the voting council being present, the meeting was called to order by the 
President at 7:06 PM.

• Al Duke opened the meeting with prayer.

MEMBERS PRESENT

• Fr. Jason Worley, Deacon John Martin, Deacon Jerry Jennings, Alan Duke, Sandy 
Gordon, Bob Gorman, Virginia Grant, Robyn Jacobs, Kelly McGuire, Mary Rash, 
Stephanie Rubeling, Patrick Tramma, Joseph Whelan

MEMBERS ABSENT

• Steve Browning, John Miller

GUESTS

• None

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

• None

MINUTES

• The minutes of the September 3, 2013 meeting were approved, without changes, on a 
motion by Bob Gorman, seconded by Patrick Tramma, and by a vote of 9-0.

READING OF COMMUNICATIONS

• None

PASTOR’S REPORT

• Fr. Jason thanked Deacon Jerry for leading the “Rebuilt” discussion session last Tuesday.
• Fr. Michael DeAscanis will be at St. Peter’s December 7-8 to talk about vocations. 
• He also noted that the Parish Calendar is completed with exception of some fundraising.



o Fr. Jason would like to have the calendar filled out for the entire year (September 
to September).

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Communications

• Nothing to report

Development

• The Development Committee held a meeting on Saturday September 5 to finalize the 
presentation for Capital Campaign

Education

• Nothing to report

Evangelization

• Next meeting Oct 15

Finance

• The Finance Committee has not had their meeting

• The Committee is working on 6 pie charts for bulletin comparing FY13 to the FY14 
projections.  They plan to discuss the possibility of having a speaker go through the 
charts from the pulpit when they are placed in the bulletin.  

Liturgy

• The next Liturgy Committee meeting is scheduled for November 4.

• It was noticed that there was an adjustment of the Christmas Mass. The 6pm and 8pm 
Masses on Christmas Eve will be combined.  

o Father Jason noted that the masses being close together presents a logistical 
challenge especially with regard to parking.  He also noted that this should not 
present a challenge for fitting all the Mass attendees in the church; these masses 
are no more crowded than ordinary masses.  Midnight Mass and the 9a.m. Mass 
on Christmas Day are lightly attended.

Maintenance

• Nothing to report

Planning

• The Planning/Maintenance Committees had walk around to form a list of things that need 
to be done around St. Peter’s.  

 Al Duke noted that the Maintenance Committee deals with issues that can be 
solved by groups of parishioners, or with money that can come out of the 
operational budget; if parishioners notice maintenance issues around the parish 
they should bring these to the attention of the Maintenance Committee. Al Also 



noted that the Planning Committee is focused on larger, long range, capital 
planning.

 Safety concerns need to be addressed immediately.

Social Concerns

• The next Social Concerns meeting is November 20. 
• A non-profit committee out of Howard County wanted to see if St. Peter’s would like to 

help explain the mechanics of the Affordable Care Act.  This will not address the politics, 
but provide information regarding how to enroll, etc. 

o Action Item: Deacon Jerry will contact Sean Cane, who is in charge of 
communications for the archdiocese regarding this issue

Vocations 

• Formation of the committee/membership is pending 

• On December 7-8 Fr. DeAscanis will be visiting St. Peter’s to speak about vocations.  He 
will preach at all of the Masses that weekend and celebrate 2.  Afterward he will meet 
with some young men in the parish to discuss vocations.

NEW BUSINESS 

• Confessions other than Saturday afternoon (parishioner suggestion)

o One person emailed a question to the Pastoral Council asking about the possibility 
of confessions on other than Saturday afternoons.  The Council recognizes that, as 
the writer noted, not everyone can make a Saturday afternoon time. After much 
discussion, the Council observed that if there were two priests at this parish, this 
would be very feasible.  However there are too many demands on Father Jason’s 
time that preclude this from occurring at this time.  Father Jason is available to 
hear confession by appointment at mutually convenient times.  Other locations are 
available for confession, such as before the noon Mass at the Emmitsburg 
Basilica on Wednesday through Friday (check their website for exact times) as 
well as frequent opportunities during Advent and Lent.  The Council noted that 
while the issue cannot at this time be resolved as the writer suggested, many 
opportunities to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation are available to the 
penitent.

• Parish handbook

• Everyone received the parish handbook that Al Duke distributed ahead of the meeting.  
This handbook was from another parish, but some elements could be incorporated the 
existing handbook.  This would be more effective as a reference; it was noted that and 
online handbook would be more cost effective than print editions for every parishioner.  It 
would also be easier to update. Another option would be to place information in “kiosks” 
or information stations in the narthex for people attending Mass.  The concern was raised 
that the narthex already has stands for pamphlets; additional information could lead to 
cluttering.    

o Action Items



 Communications and Evangelization Committees will look in to utilizing 
the information stations (pamphlet racks) in more centralized 
fashion/effectively to get information out to parishoners/visitors.

 Communications and Evangelization Committees will look at the 
handbook Al sent out to see if there are elements to incorporate into the 
info on the website. 

OLD BUSINESS

• Parish Picnic:  how it went; things we can do better

o Mary Rash gave an overview of how much food was used/left over after the 
picnic.  There were 2 boxes of chicken and 2 boxes of biscuits left.  We used 2 of 
the 3 trays of coleslaw and 7 out of 8 trays of baked beans.  There were no hot 
dogs left over, however some may have been used at the auction the previous day. 
All of the peaches, one bushel, were consumed. There were 7 gallons of ice cream 
purchase with 1.5 gallons left over at the end.

o It was noted that the condiment table may need to be at the end of the food tables; 
the single central condiment table created some issues with traffic flow. 

o It was noted that the picnic not well attended.  One solution discussed was to have 
a single mass on the day of the picnic, however there were complaints the year we 
didn’t have the 9am Mass.

o It was noted that we needed more kitchen help, more food servers, and more 
runners to replenish the food.

o It was noted that the Council failed to do sufficient clean-up.  The floor was not 
swept. 

 It was noted that there should be a list posted of clean-up items for the 
hall.  In addition, groups using the hall need to have access to the closet to 
get the brooms and to tear down/store tables. 

 Each group will need to have someone to set-up and tear down.  

o Action Items

 For next year the Council would like to have an objective count of the 
picnic attendees.  This could be obtained by staffing the door to the hall 
with a greeter who has a “clicker counter” 

• Parish address:  Update

o Daniel has deleted a number of the incorrect addresses, this is moving forward.

• Retreat for Pastoral Council, other organizations

o Liturgy/pastoral council retreat  is scheduled for January 25, 2014

• Frederick 48



o Deacon John Martin had nothing to report; he will know something later this 
week.  He noted that he would like people informed, get that number in the 
bulletin.

• Rebuilt discussion, first session

o Deacon Jerry Jennings had nothing to report. He plans to distribute the questions 
for the next session later this week.

o It was noted that these review sessions were open to the pastoral council, lay 
corporators, members of the Knights, the Ladies and Staff.   The Council noted 
that the discussion was kept moving very well and the session was well organized. 
We need to keep in mind that “Libertytown Pete” is not just “out there” but also 
sits in the Church.  Is “Pete” the people that attend but don’t participate, or those 
who don’t attend at all?  The Church has always had a mission to evangelize.  The 
New evangelization has a new focus to evangelize the baptized.

o We are called to be welcoming to strangers/visitors, however this needs to be 
balanced with safety.  Deacon John Martin noted that at night adoration, the door 
is locked, but there is only a small peep hole which provides poor visibility.  We 
may need to improve visibility so that people don’t just open the door.

o Action Items

 Deacon Jerry will send out the next set of questions this week.

ADJOURNMENT

• Kelley McGuire made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mary Rash.  By a 
vote of 9-0, the meeting was adjourned.

• Al Duke said the closing prayer.
• The next meeting of the Pastoral Council will be Tuesday, September 3, 2013.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.

 Minutes respectfully submitted by Joseph Whelan.

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05)

We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by  
our Lord Jesus Christ to grow in faith, celebrate hope, and experience 
His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the Eucharist 
and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by 
supporting one another, continuing our faith formation, promoting 
social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to share in our  
journey.


