
St. Peter’s Pastoral Council

 December 4, 2012 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting started at 7:05 p.m. in the Birch Library.  
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Ginny Abel, Steve Browning, Alan Duke, Sandy Gordon, Bob 
Gorman, Robyn Jacobs, Deacon Jerry Jennings, Bob Lilly, Deacon John Martin, Kelly McGuire, 
and Patrick Tramma.

MEMBER ABSENT:  Fr. Jason Worley, Caitlin Buchheit, Mary Rash, and Meredith Rubeling.

Deacon Jerry Jennings opened the meeting with prayer. 

Alan Duke read 1Peter 2:4-5.

MINUTES:   Bob Lilly moved to approve the minutes from the September meeting, Steve 
Browning seconded, and the council voted unanimously to approve the minutes. (8-0).

Bob Gorman moved to approve the minutes from the October meeting, Ginny Abel seconded, 
and the council voted unanimously to approve the minutes (8-0).

Bob Gorman moved to approve the minutes from the November meeting, as amended, Kelly 
McGuire seconded, and the council voted unanimously to approve the minutes (8-0).

READING OF COMMUNICATIONS

A correspondence to the pastoral council from Dr. Tom Little, of the Archdiocese of Baltimore:
• Dr. Tom Little sent a letter to the pastoral council complimenting the council on our 

encouragement of comments/suggestions regarding the parish mission statement from our 
fellow parishioners.

• Most comments from the parish regarding the mission statement were positive.
• It was decided that the pastoral council would defer to Fr. Jason regarding inviting Dr. 

Little to one of our future pastoral council meetings.

PASTOR’S REPORT:  none



COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Development:

• Liz Hunter emailed a list of the names of those persons who donated money to the 
Capital Campaigns to Steve Browning.  

• A book with the names of all the donors to the Capital Campaigns of St. Peter the Apostle 
Church will be made and placed in the narthex.

• Mary Rash has volunteered to join the Development Committee.

Education:  none

Evangelization:
. 

• The movie, “For Greater Glory”, will be held in Sullivan Hall on Friday, December 7th, at 
7:00 p.m.  Carolyn Nolan will be giving a presentation about our Lady of Guadalupe 
prior to the showing of the movie.

• A discussion was held regarding the pastoral council hosting a Ministry Fair in 2013.  
Several suggestions were offered as to when to hold the Fair; e.g. hosting the Fair on 
Pentecost Sunday.  Another suggestion was that perhaps we spotlight one ministry per 
weekend after the Masses in the Narthex.

• Al Duke will discuss these recommendations with Fr. Jason.

Finance:

• Bob Gorman outlined the core goals of the Finance Committee:
 Resolve the mortgage dilemma
 Improve financial reporting and communications
 Improve financial processes and controls

Liturgy:  

• See report.
• The Christmas Concert will be held on Sunday, December 16, 2012.
• Jerry Jennings mentioned that a half-day of reflection will be held on January 26 for the 

various liturgical ministries.  Jerry encouraged the pastoral council to attend the retreat.
• Sherri Slattery has asked members of the pastoral council to help with set-up of 

refreshments for the Christmas Concert.

 Maintenance:



• Patrick Tramma offered his thanks to Mike Jacobs for all of his help with the 
maintenance projects.

• A discussion was held regarding the direction and purpose of the Maintenance 
Committee.  

• It was suggested that Patrick Tramma and Pat Spielman do a “walk around” of the parish 
campus to see what projects need to be done.    

• A list of persons with certain skill sets should be developed to assist the Maintenance 
Committee with needed projects.

Planning:  No report.

Social Concerns:

• No report.
• The next meeting will be held in January for the disbursement of funds.

OLD BUSINESS 

Constitutional Amendments

• Amendment 1: Article 4, Section 2 - Patrick Tramma moved to approve the amendment 
to the Constitution, Steve Browning seconded, and the council voted unanimously to 
approve the minutes (9-0).

• Amendment 2: Article 5, Section 1 – Ginny Abel moved to approve the amendment to the 
Constitution, Bob Lilly seconded, and the council voted unanimously to approve the 
minutes (9-0).

• Amendment 3: Article 8, Section 6 – A decision regarding this amendment was tabled 
until a later time.

• Amendment 4: Article 7, Section 4 – Bob Gorman moved to approve the amendment to 
the Constitution, Robyn Jacobs seconded, and the council voted unanimously to approve 
the minutes (9-0).

• Amendment 5: Article 7, Section 4 – Robyn Jacobs and Deacon Jerry will work together 
to revise the Amendment.  Voting on the amendment will be tabled until a later time.

Mission Statement

• Alan Duke distributed a listing of sample mission statements from other parishes 
throughout the country.

• A discussion was held regarding the parish mission statement and whether or not it 
should be revised.

• It was suggested that we continue to pray about this.   
• It was also suggested that we ask each pastoral council committee how it is living up to 

the parish mission statement.
• It was recommended that other groups of the parish (e.g. SPY, Adult Faith Formation 

Classes) be consulted regarding their views about the parish mission statement.



NEW BUSINESS

Communications Committee Proposal

• Robyn Jacobs distributed a Publicity Request Form from the Communications 
Committee.  This form will be available on the parish website.  By using the Publicity 
Request Form, the parish will enable the communications committee to streamline the 
marketing of parish events.  

• Patrick Tramma suggested that Twitter should be added to the list of marketing options.
• Comments and suggestions were given regarding improving the publicity request form.

Pastoral Council Meetings 

• The next pastoral council meeting will be held on January 15, 2013.
• The August meeting will be held on August 6, 2013.

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

 
 
Minutes respectively submitted by Sandy Gordon.

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05)
We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by  
our Lord Jesus Christ to grow in faith, celebrate hope, and experience 
His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the Eucharist 
and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by 
supporting one another, continuing our faith formation, promoting 
social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to share in our  
journey.


