
	
	

 St. Peter’s Pastoral Council 

February 3, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

CALL TO ORDER 

• A majority of the voting council being present, the meeting was called to order by the President at 
7:05PM. 

• Deacon John Martin opened the meeting with prayer. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

• Fr. Jason Worley, Deacon John Martin, Steve Browning, Alan Duke, John Fer, Sandy Gordon, 
Robyn Jacobs, Kelly McGuire, Gloria Murray, Mary Rash, Stephanie Rubeling, Patrick Tramma, 
Joseph Whelan 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

• Deacon Jerry Jennings, Bob Gorman 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

• None 

MINUTES 

• The minutes from the December 2014 meeting were not available. 

READING OF COMMUNICATIONS 

• No Communications were read. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

• Father Jason gave his report as part of other discussions detailed in the minutes.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Communications 

• Doug Jackson as the organization list updates for the Parish website 

• The Time and Talent form is being put on-line 

Development 

• Steve is working with Nick Disipio to get the goals from the Development Committee.   

• Father Jason noted that the goal needs to be more than just asking the parish for more money; we 
should start looking into funding avenues, i.e. grants, or alternative forms of giving. 

Education 



	
	

• Elementary Education  

o Stacy Johnston has resigned to accept another position.  Deacon Jerry will be filling in for 
her through the remainder of the year.  We will look to hire a permanent replacement for 
the next religious education year. 

• Adult Education 

o Just completed the Jesus - Priest, Prophet and King bible study and will begin The 
Prophets bible study beginning February 4 

o RCIA will be celebrating the Rite of Election at the Seton Shrine on February 22 
o Cafe is going well with about 80 participants each week and they are enjoying the 

teachings and discussions 
o Logos scripture reflection has very few attendees, so we may not be offering that in 

conjunction with the Cafe teachings. 
Evangelization 

• Father Brian Nolan is giving a Parish Mission on March 1-4 

• The Ministry Fair is scheduled for May 17. 

Finance 

• Alan Duke gave the update since Bob Gorman was not presented. 

Liturgy 

• Confessions will be held at Parishes in the area during lent. 
o March 16 at St. Catherine Drexel 
o March 24 at St. Peter’s 
o March 25 at St. Ignatius 

Maintenance 

• John Fer gave an update on maintenance tasks that were pending. 
• A work party is scheduled to clean out the Thrift Store basement on April 11.   

o Need to determine if items from the fire currently stored in the basement can be 
professionally cleaned/salvaged. 

Planning 

• Nothing to report 

Social Concerns 

• Feb 21 at 10am in Sappington the Archdiocese seminar “In Joyful Hope; Waiting & Planning for 
the End of our Lives”.   

• The Maryland Catholic Conference will hold their Lobby Night in Annapolis on Feb 16 from 
2:30-8pm 

• CRS Rice Bowls and sale of Free Trade coffee and chocolate will occur again during Lent at St 
Peter’s.  The parish will receive their rice bowls at the Masses on Feb 14/15. 
 

Vocations 



	
	

• Stephanie Rubeling reported that the Vocations Committee is working with the Archdiocese to 
plan the Vocations Summit 

o Scheduled for April 28 9:30am-2:30pm 
o May need volunteers from the parish 

• Fr. DeAscanis has been assigned as Pastor of St. Philip Neri Parish.  Fr. James Sorra is the new 
Director of Vocations. 

• Deacon John noted that ordinations for the permanent deaconate are May 16.   
• Michael Rubeling is being ordained to the transitional deaconate on May 30.   

o The parish will rent busses to transport parishioners to the ordination. 

NEW BUSINESS  

• March Meeting Reschedule 

o The March planning meeting was scheduled in conflict with the 1st communion retreat.  
Pat, Kelly, and the Deacons would miss this meeting. 

o The March Meeting was moved to Thursday March 5, 2015 at 7pm. 

• April Meeting 

o The April meeting will take place as scheduled. 

• Review of the Constitution 

o Pat highlighted Article II of the Pastoral Council Constitution – the council is supposed to 
be a visible body the assists the pastor.   

o Robyn encouraged the Council members to recall why they wanted to be on the council 
in the first place.  What is our purpose in the parish? 

o Father Jason noted that more often than not, parishoners don’t come to him, but to the 
council; we are his eyes and ears.  Often we have a “ministry of presence” but that we 
cannot become complacent.  We can always do more, but what should we be doing? 

§ This led to the discussion of a Parish-level Strategic Plan. 

• Parish-Level Strategic Plan 

o Pat noted that currently the Pastoral Council and Parish operate in a top-down oriented 
model; Father Jason brings issues to the Council for advice.  A strategic plan would give 
the council the opportunity to bring up issues from the parish.  

§ Pat distributed the Strategic Plan from St. Agnes and St William of York as an 
example. 

o One possibility would be to use the Pastoral council meetings to address one committee’s 
goals per meeting; this would give the council the opportunity to have a greater role in 
setting the committee goals.  The Planning meeting could be used for the committees to 
report out their progress on their goals.  



	
	

o Father Jason noted that if we do a Parish Strategic plan we need to follow-up on its 
implementation otherwise it is just another document.  They are a lot of work, but can 
have a huge pay-off. 

§ Father Jason will contact the Vicariate and Fr. Foppiano (Pastor of St. Agnes and 
St William of York) for guidance.  

• Pastoral Council Elections 

o Bob Gorman and Sandy Gordon’s terms expire at the end of the meeting.  Neither have 
expressed their intention to run again.   

o Elections will be held the 3rd weekend of May. 

o A call for nominations will be published April 11-12 2015. 

o Steve Browing is the head of the elections committee 

o Names and bios of the nominees should be available to the parish by May 2, 2015 

OLD BUSINESS 

• No Parking Signs 

o Father Jason noted that the “No Parking” signs can be put up on our side of the road 
leading into the parking lot.  We will need to check with the neighbors to put them up on 
the other side.   

• Sacred Sunday Update 

o Stephanie noted that Sacred Sundays is a focal point, but since there is no committee for 
it, it often seems to fall through the cracks at the Pastoral Council meetings.   

o Joe noted that Carolyn reports on attendance at the Café and Logos Scripture Reflection 
as part of the Education Committee Report. 

o The Council agreed that it would be good to better advertise the Café discussion topics – 
possibility of using the information TV in the narthex. 

ADJOURNMENT 

• Glo Murray made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Al Duke.  By a vote of 9-0, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

• Patrick Tramma said the closing prayer. 
• The next meeting of the Pastoral Council will be March 5, 2015 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 PM. 

 Minutes respectfully submitted by Joseph Whelan. 

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05) 

We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by our Lord Jesus Christ to grow in 
faith, celebrate hope, and experience His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the 
Eucharist and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by supporting one another, 
continuing our faith formation, promoting social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to 



	
	

share in our journey. 

 


