
St. Peter’s Pastoral Council

March 5, 2013 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER
• A majority of the voting council being present, the meeting was called to order by the 

President at 7:06 PM.
• Fr. Jason opened the meeting with prayer.

MEMBERS PRESENT
• Fr. Jason Worley, Deacon Jerry Jennings, Deacon John Martin, Ginny Abel, Alan Duke, 

Sandy Gordon, Bob Gorman, Bob Lilly, Mary Rash, and Patrick Tramma.

MEMBERS ABSENT
• Steve Browning, Caitlin Buchheit, Robyn Jacobs, Kelly McGuire, and Meredith 

Rubeling.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
• Convoy of Hope (new business)
• Ministry Fair (old business)

MINUTES
• The minutes of the February, 2013, meeting were approved, without changes, on a 

motion by Bob Gorman, seconded by Bob Lilly, and by a vote of 6-0.

READING OF COMMUNICATIONS
• None

PASTOR’S REPORT
• Fr. Jason stated that Dr. Tom Little, from the Archdiocese, had visited the parish today 

(March 5) about financial issues.  He also discussed the possibility of setting up a 
meeting with the Archbishop.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Communications
• The Communications Committee reported on its goals for Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14).

Development
• Has not met yet and has not established goals at this time.



Education
• Goals have been received from the Children’s Ministry.  Awaiting goals from the Youth 

Ministry and the Adult Ministry.

Evangelization
• Has not established goals at this time.

Finance
• Goals are those as reported at the November planning meeting.

Liturgy
• The Liturgy Committee reported on its goals for FY14.

 Maintenance
• Has not met yet and has not established goals at this time.

Planning
• The Planning Committee reported on its goals for FY14.

Social Concerns:

• The Social Concerns Committee reported on its goals for FY14

OLD BUSINESS 

Mass Times
• There was some discussion as to why a change might be needed in the Mass times at St. 

Peter’s.  First, there is insufficient time between the end of the 9 AM Mass and the 
beginning of the 11:30 AM Mass for a full period of instruction in faith formation.  
Second, the 7:15 AM Mass has very low attendance.  There might be some cost savings 
that would accrue from eliminating this Mass and the Archdiocese has suggested 
eliminating the least attended Mass.

• The most recent 2-month average of Mass attendance was
o Saturday, 5:30 PM 260
o Sunday, 7:15 AM 150
o Sunday, 9 AM 440
o Sunday, 11:30 AM 490

• There was some discussion of putting out a survey to the parishioners to discover their 
thoughts on the Mass schedule.  This was put off at this time for the below reason.

• The consensus was to wait a year before changing any Mass times.  The regional priests 
will be meeting on coordination of Mass times among the regional parishes at some 
point during the next year and the Pastoral Council decided to await their deliberations 
before making any changes, but that the Council would continue to monitor the 
situation.  



• There was some discussion on the possibility of an envelope exchange among the 
parishes in the region, that is to say that one could go to any church, drop the envelopes 
from their home parish into the basket, and that the envelopes would be returned to the 
home parishes via some means of exchanging them.

• Al Duke will write a short notice for the bulletin to inform the parish of this discussion.

Lenten Meal Review

• The Lenten Meal on March 1, sponsored by the Pastoral Council, was quite good.  About 
50 people attended the meal.  About 70 people attended the meal that the Knights of 
Columbus sponsored the previous week.

• Some thoughts for next year:
o Have the same entrée, perhaps a crab cake, but change the sides weekly.
o Have the Ladies Club cook each week with a sponsoring organization to do the 

serving and the cleanup.

Financial Peace University

• The course appears to be going extremely well.  Several of those taking the course 
discussed how much they were learning in the course and thought it would be well worth 
continuing to sponsor the course in the future.

Election/Nominating Committee 
• Pat Tramma indicated that there were 6 candidates for the Pastoral Council election.  He 

would gather all the photos and bio’s from the candidates and post them on the video 
screen in the Narthex.

Confederate flags in the Cemetery
• More questions arose on this issue.  What is the policy on US flags on veterans’ graves?  

Who is allowed to put them on the graves, family? Veteran organizations? Other 
organizations – Knights of Columbus, Boy Scouts?  Anyone?

Ministry Fair
• Will be held on Saturday, May 4, and Sunday, May 5, in Sullivan Hall.
• Donuts will be moved to Sullivan Hall on that date.  Need to see about ordering 

additional donuts.
• Volunteers are needed from the various ministries that will be present for the Fair.

NEW BUSINESS

Free Will Offering Dinner
• An event of this nature was recently held at Resurrection Parish in Ellicott City and was 

attended by a few parishioners of St. Peters.  The Resurrection Pastoral Council was one 
of the sponsors of this event.  A very nice dinner was prepared for those attending and 
there were baskets on the way out to leave a free will offering donation for the meal.  
Resurrection parish did very well in its profit from this event.



• While this is an interesting concept, St. Peter’s event calendar is pretty well booked in the 
near future.  This suggestion was put on the back burner for now.

Convoy of Hope
• Deacon John Martin stated that the Convoy of Hope was coming up again on Saturday, 

June 1.  He will get more information on this and talk to Father Jason about participating 
in this event.

ADJOURNMENT
• Sandy Gordon made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ginny Abel.  By a 

vote of 6-0, the meeting was adjourned.
• Deacon Jerry Jennings said the closing prayer.
• The next meeting of the Pastoral Council will be Tuesday, April 2, 2013.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

 Minutes respectfully submitted by Al Duke.

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05)
We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by  
our Lord Jesus Christ to grow in faith, celebrate hope, and experience 
His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the Eucharist 
and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by 
supporting one another, continuing our faith formation, promoting 
social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to share in our  
journey.


