
St. Peter’s Pastoral Council
 November 5, 2011 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:   Meeting started at 9:15 a.m. in the Birch Library.
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Ginny Abel, Steve Browning,  Alan Duke, Sandy Gordon, Robyn 
Jacobs, Deacon Jerry Jennings, Deacon John Martin, Kelly McGuire, Mary Rash, Lew Sherman, 
Patrick Tramma, and Fr. Jason Worley.
 
MEMBER ABSENT:  Bob Lilly and Mary Nelabovige.

Deacon John Martin asked that we keep Daniel Nisonger in our prayers as he recovers from his 
liver transplant.

MINUTES:    Steve Browning moved to approve the minutes from the October meeting, Lew 
Sherman seconded, and the council voted unanimously to approve the minutes.

REVIEW OF “CALLED TO SERVE, GIFTED TO LEAD: THE MINISTRY OF THE 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL – A document from the Archdiocese of Baltimore.

A discussion was held regarding slides 14-31 of the document.  Insight was given with regard to 
the mission of the church and the call of the baptized.  “As disciples of Jesus Christ our mission 
is evangelization, liturgy, education, service, and stewardship.” 

With regard to the collegial bodies that make up our Archdiocese, Bishop Rozanski is in charge 
of our Vicariate (the Seton Vicariate).  With the shortage of priests, clustering of parish 
responsibilities and activities is becoming necessary.  

“Each parish is to have a Mission Statement that should answer three basic questions: Who are 
we?  What are we?  Why are we?  A role of the Parish Pastoral Council is to ensure that the 
Parish has a Mission Statement that not only answers these questions, but also is relevant to 
addressing the “signs of the times” and future vision of the parish.”  

“Through Baptism and Confirmation all are called to exercise both their right and responsibility 
to participate fully in the life and mission of the church.  This mission of the Church is rooted in 
the mission of Christ who commanded everyone – clergy, religious and laity – to “Go into the 
whole world and proclaim the good news to all of creation” (Mark 16:15).  It is the role of the 
Parish Pastoral Council, in collaboration with the Pastoral Leader and staff and the collegial 
structures of the Archdiocese, to do whatever is necessary to fulfill this mission.”
  



COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Communications:   No report 

Development:       No report

Education  :     No report

Evangelization:  No report

Finance:  No report

Liturgy:  See report

• The Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service will be held at St. Peter’s this year, on Sunday, 
November 20th at 7:30 p.m.  The money and food that will be collected will be given to 
St. Peter’s Food Pantry.  

• There will be four area Reconciliation Services during Advent this year.  They are as 
follows:   December 7th at St. Ignatius; December 12th at Holy Family; December 13th at 
St. John’s; and, December 19th at St. Timothy’s.  All of the services will begin at 7:30 
p.m.

• Parish families are being encouraged to sign up for the lighting of the Advent wreath 
each weekend of the Advent season.

Maintenance:  

• Pat Spielman placed three large concrete blocks, with orange cones, in the parking lot at 
the back of the Thrift Shop to prevent cars from backing into the building.

• A student from the parish has offered to stain the stairs that lead up to the second story of 
the Thrift Shop.

• A chair rail should be placed in the narthex of the church to protect the walls.

Planning:

• See report.
• The Planning Committee is still trying to obtain the necessary permit from Frederick 

County in order to begin construction of the RCIA Room.

Social Concerns:  

• See report



NEW BUSINESS:

Christmas Bazaar

• Laura Nisonger has offered to help with the upcoming Christmas in the Country event, 
since Daniel is still recovering from his liver transplant.  We are to contact Laura directly, 
via email, to sign up for duties that still need to be filled.

Bishop’s Visit

• Bishop Rozanski will be visiting St. Peter’s to meet with the staff, deacons, lay 
corporators, finance committee, and pastoral council on November 21st.  

• Bishop Rozanski forwarded a list of questions for the pastoral council to use as a 
framework for a conversation when he meets with us during his visit.  The document, 
“Criteria for a Healthy Parish”, was also sent for review by the council.

• A discussion was held regarding the list of questions.  Ginny Abel asked that each of the 
members of the pastoral council forward their comments to her via e-mail.  She will 
consolidate the group’s thoughts in order to make the most of our thirty-minute meeting 
with the Bishop.

PASTOR’S REPORT: 

•Deacon Mike Misulia passed away on Sunday, October 30, 2011.  A funeral Mass was held 
on Thursday, November 3rd at St. Peter’s.  There were 21 priests and deacons, as well as 
353 parishioners, present for the celebration of the life of our beloved Deacon Mike.

•We received a very positive response from parishioners regarding our latest stewardship 
appeal.  We did not have 100% participation, but it was a step in the right direction.

•We are in the process of trying to fill Anne Mason’s position as Director of Elementary 
Religious Education.

•Fr. Gene Nichols has resigned as pastor from Our Lady of the Fields parish.   

PLANNING MEETING

DEVELOPMENT:

The chief goal for the coming year is to raise funds to reduce the church mortgage.  Fr. Jason and 
several parishioners are working with the Archdiocese to develop a plan to address our financial 
situation.   

Fr. Jason discussed the upcoming Archdiocesan Capital Campaign that will begin at St. Peter’s 
in December 2012.  The goal of $900,000 was set for St. Peter’s parish by the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore for this campaign.  

With regard to the 2011Archbishop’s Appeal, 20% of the parish participated in the appeal, 
raising $80,000.  The Archdiocese has agreed to dedicate 100% of the monies raised in the  2011 
Appeal and the 2012 Archbishop’s Appeal to the principle of the mortgage.  It is important to 



communicate the importance of giving to this campaign, particularly because all of the money 
will be going toward the principle of the mortgage.

As much as the economic downturn has affected everyone, it is important to recognize the 
importance of financially supporting the parish of St. Peter’s and the Archdiocese as a whole.

The Diocese of Baltimore is very strict about the STAND policy within each parish.  Audits are 
done by the Diocese and sanctions are strong if a parish is not compliant.

EDUCATION:

Mary Nelabovige will be working the with the religious education staff to assess the goals for the 
upcoming year.

EVANGELZATION:

The Evangelization Committee carried out the following projects/events this past year:

-November 15-17, 2010 - the parish hosted a three day retreat with Fr. Terry Cramer of the 
Archdiocese of Arlington, Virginia.  His topic was “Homo Adorans: The Worshipping 
Man”.

-November 27-28 and December 4-5, 2010 – the Evangelization Committee hosted the “I’m 
Dreaming of a Catholic Christmas” Book and DVD Fair.  We sold nearly $2,000.00 
worth of merchandise and made a profit of approximately $600.

-Last December, a copy of Matthew Kelly’s book, “Rediscovering Catholicism”, was given  
to 1,250 families after the Christmas Masses.  Fr. Jason included a note in each book.

-Susan Rice is running the greeter program for St. Peter’s.
-Each family who becomes a member of St. Peter’s parish receives a phone call from one  

of our committee members, welcoming them to St. Peter’s.  In addition, the newly  
registered family receives a Welcome Folder with pertinent information about our parish 
community and it’s many ministries.

-The Lighthouse Catholic Media CD’s continue to be very popular with our parishioners. 
The Advent and Lenten bundles of CD’s have sold out each season.

-1,500 copies of “Magnificat” were given to parishioners during Lent this past year to help 
with their Lenten spiritual journey.

-A Ministry Fair was held after all of the Masses on October 1-2, 2011.  Nearly 30 
ministries participated in the Fair.

The following projects/events are planned for this coming year at St. Peters:

- Carolyn Nolan will be offering classes on “The Catholicism Project” by Fr.  
Robert Baron on November 9.  Fr. Baron is the creator of the worldwide evangelization 
effort, Word on Fire ministries.
- The Evangelization Committee is hosting the “I’m Dreaming of a Catholic  
Christmas Book and CD Fair” on the weekends of December 3-4 and December 10-11.



-A Welcome Luncheon is being planned for those parishioners who have registered at the 
parish within the past year.

-A parish mission to be hosted by Fr. Brian Nolan, of Mt. St. Mary’s University, will be  
held on February 26-29, 2012.

-The Evangelization Committee is investigating programs directed at connecting with those  
Catholics who have fallen away from the faith.  

FINANCE:

There has been a good response from parishioners for our latest stewardship appeal.  Forty 
additional people have signed up for EFT, in response to Fr. Jason’s letter to the parish and the 
in-pew drive that was held a few weeks ago.  The Finance Committee plans to publish a mid-
year report and a statement to the parishioners regarding the financial situation of the parish.

LITURGY:

Liturgical ministry training occurred this year.  Hopefully this will become an annual event, 
perhaps including a half day retreat including spiritual reflection.

Deacons John Martin and Jerry Jennings have taken over the training of the altar servers.

Fr. Jason has been working closely with the Liturgy Committee to help the parish make the 
transition to the new Roman Missal.  It will probably take six months to a year for parishioners 
to adjust and become comfortable with the new changes.

MAINTENANCE:

The windows of the Thrift shop need to repaired in order to help with insulation from the cold 
and heat.

The roof of the Thrift Shop is metal and is beginning to chip.  It will need to be scraped and 
repainted.

Lew asked about liability coverage of those parishioners who help with repair projects (e.g. roof 
painting).  Fr. Jason will check into the insurance coverage.

The carpet in the Thrift shop could probably last for another year or two.

It will cost approximately $8,000.00 for the steel beam that is needed to replace the current 
deteriorating wooden beam in the Birch Library.  It was suggested that an engineer inspect the 
foundation of the Parish Office Building.

In the past, the monies that are generated from the Thrift Shop have been used to help with the 
repairs to the Thrift Shop.  The vast majority of the monies raised, however, are given to charity.

PLANNING

Alan Duke explained that completion of the RCIA room is a major priority for the planning 
committee.



Patrick Tramma expressed that there are still warranty repair issues in the church that are being 
addressed by the contractors.

The roof of Sullivan Hall is leaking and needs to be replaced in the future.  It is a metal roof and 
consideration is being given to replacing the metal roof with a shingled roof.  This option would 
be a less expensive option.  One of the long range goals is to build an addition onto the kitchen.  .

SOCIAL CONCERNS

See report.

A goal for the coming year is to coordinate with other parishes in addressing social concerns.

Approximately $36,000 was given out to the various community organizations in the area.

AEDs are needed for Sappington and Sullivan Halls.  Fr. Jason will check with Liz Hunter 
regarding making funds available for the purchase of two more AEDS.

Based on the results of the in-pew survey that was done by Mary Beth Terrell, programs 
promoting Healthy Life Style and a Caregivers Support Group were recommended for the parish.

It was suggested that a display rack be placed in the Thrift Shop to display information regarding 
social ministry programs that are provided by the parish and the surrounding community.

A goal for the coming year is to implement “Just Neighbors”, which is an interactive Poverty 
Awareness program for the parish.

(***) We must RSVP to Ginny Abel with regard to an RSVP by November 13th with regard to 
our attendance for the pastoral council meeting with the Bishop.

Fr. Jason gave the closing prayer.

The meeting adjourned at 2:15 P.M.,

Minutes respectively submitted by Sandy Gordon.

Parish Mission Statement (rev. 3/05)
We the people of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Community are called by our Lord Jesus Christ to grow  
in faith, celebrate hope, and experience His loving presence in our midst.  Drawing our life from the  
Eucharist and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to follow God’s Word by supporting one another,  
continuing our faith formation, promoting social justice, reaching out in service, and inviting others to  
share in our journey.


