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Ezekiel 22:30-31 
30 “I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall 
and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not 
have to destroy it, but I found no one. 31 So I will pour out my wrath 
on them and consume them with my fiery anger, bringing down on 
their own heads all they have done, declares the Sovereign Lord.” 

Why was God looking for someone who would build up the wall? 
Because Jerusalem had not kept their covenant with God. It is also 
important to understand the person God sought was not just to be a 
physical builder of walls and gates, but it was more important for them to 
build walls of prayer. It was the spiritual wall that needed building. Like 
Abraham (Genesis 20:7) Moses (Exodus 32:9-14) and David (2 Samuel 
24:15-18).  
God looked for one who would, through prayer, stand in the gap between 
a holy God and His disobedient, rebellious, disrespectful people. But verse 
31 says, I found no one: This is the tragedy. God hoped for someone who 
would lead and pray to avert the judgment that was upon Jerusalem; but 
there was none. 

What was God Looking for? 
God was looking for someone who would through prayer…. 
★ Build up the wall that was broken down by the transgressions of 
the people, someone through prayer who exceeded all constraints of 
law and justice; someone through prayer that would restrain them from 
sinning, and reform them, and set a good example. 

 
What is Prayer? 

Prayer is how we communicate with God, and one of the ways God 
communicates with us. 
 

What is Intercession  
To “intercede” means to come in between. It is pleading for another 
person. Intercession is the act of interceding between two or more 
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parties. This could include prayers, petitions, or a plea requesting favor 
for someone. 
Intercession is approaching God and asking Him to intervene in the life of 
another person.  

★ It is pleading with God for the needs of others.  
★ Intercession is taking hold of God's will and refusing to let go until it 

comes to pass as Daniel 10:12-14 illustrates. 
★ Intercession is spiritual warfare.  
★ It is intense prayer for another.  
★ It is prayer that presses on until we come into God's will.  
★ Intercession is standing in the gap. 
★ It is a request to the Lord on behalf of a person or persons.  
★ Intercession is talking to God about transgressors and praying that 

He'll save them from their sins.  
 

What is an Intercessor? 
★ An intercessor is one who builds the wall (or hedge) of 
protection.  
★ Intercessors stand in-between the Believer and their problems 
or issues, to protect them from danger and help build a spiritual wall 
that will strengthen them to stand in health and wholeness. Ezekiel 
13: 4 & 5.  

★ Intercessors are gatekeepers. They are a human chain between 
God and sinners.  

★ Intercessors are peacemakers. They stand between God and those 
who justly deserve His judgment.  

★ Intercessors are bridges. They stand in the middle between God 
and the person(s) they are praying for.  

★ Intercessors are men and women of discernment. They discern the 
need of others and turn it into prayer.  

★ Intercessors are burden bearers. They bear others burden. (i.e.) 
★ Intercessors are builders. Intercessors plead for mercy, not justice. 

They plead for mercy to prevail over justice on behalf of another.  
★ Intercessors are peacemakers. Often it is the difference between life 

and death, war and peace.  
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★ Intercessors are laborers. They labor daily for the release of God’s 
power to win lost souls, revive the Church and impact societies. 

 
Qualifications of an Effective Intercessor  

1. You must be born again. John 1:12 The place where intercession 
must start is with you. 

2. You must be a good student of the Bible. 2 Timothy 2:15. 
3. Establish an intimate, close, personal relationship with God. You must 

have an unbroken relationship with Him. 
4. You must love God and His people. Matthew 22:37-40 
5. Be vigilant (observant not nosey) and persistent. Isaiah 62:6-7. 
6. Give thanks to God for His mercy and compassion. Begin with a time 

of praise, worship and thanksgiving.   
7. Maintain an attitude of prayer. Pray for hearts to change. Invite the 

Holy Spirit to guide you as you pray. 
8. Remove selfish desires. They pray for others out of love. Intercessors 

focuses on Christ. 
9. See others as Christ sees them. Compassionate. 2 Cor 1:3-4; 1 

Peter 3:8 
10. Be disciplined. Mark 14:33-35; Lamentations 3:48-50. 1 

Corinthians 9:27. 
11. Be patient. Learn to wait in His presence. Isaiah 40:31 
12. Be persistent and determined. Isaiah 62:6-7; Lamentations 2:18-19. 
13. Have faith. Isaiah 64:7. 
14. Be available for God's use. I Peter 4:10; Matthew 5:16 
15. Be faithful, even in small assignments. Luke 16:10 
16. Be teachable. John 14:23. You are eager to learn and grow. 
17. Be obedient. Intercessors obey God. I Samuel 15:22-23 
18. Humility. Philippians 2:3-4; James 4:6 
19. Learn to be still and listen. Spend a few minutes in silence, to quiet 

your mind and come into God's presence. Psalm 37:7, Exodus 14:14 
20. Able to maintain confidentiality about certain prayer needs. Proverbs 

11:13; 17:9 
21. You must give all the glory to God. I Corinthians 10:17-18;31 
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