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I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

A.M.E. Discipline

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV.  Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of officers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
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Mark 14:12-16
 12 On the first day of Unleav-
ened Bread, when the Passover 
lamb is sacrificed, his disciples 
said to him, “Where do you want 
us to go and make the preparations 
for you to eat the Passover?”
 13 So he sent two of his dis-
ciples, saying to them, “Go into 
the city, and a man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you; follow him,
 14 and wherever he enters, 
say to the owner of the house, ‘The 
Teacher asks, Where is my guest 
room where I may eat the Passover 
with my disciples?’
 15 He will show you a large 
room upstairs, furnished and ready. 
Make preparations for us there.”
 16 So the disciples set out and 
went to the city, and found every-
thing as he had told them; and they 
prepared the Passover meal.

Mark 14:22-24
 22 While they were eating, 

he took a loaf of bread, and after 
blessing it he broke it, gave it to 
them, and said, “Take; this is my 
body.”
 23 Then he took a cup, and 
after giving thanks he gave it to 
them, and all of them drank from 
it.
 24 He said to them, “This is 
my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many.”

Hebrews 8:6-7
 6 But Jesus has now obtained 
a more excellent ministry, and to 
that degree he is the mediator of 
a better covenant, which has been 
enacted through better promises.
 7 For if that first covenant 
had been faultless, there would 
have been no need to look for a 
second one.

Hebrews 8:10-12
 10 “This is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: I 

Mark 14:12-16, 22-24; Hebrews 8:6-7, 10-12 (NRSV)

Lesson 1 June 2, 2019

Jesus Makes a New ProMise

Lesson Scripture: Mark 14:12-31; Hebrews 8
Focus Scripture: Mark 14:12-16, 22-24; Hebrews 8:6-7, 10-12

Key Verses: This is the covenant that I will make….I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. Hebrews 8:10
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will put my laws in their minds, 
and write them on their hearts, and 
I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people.
 11 And they shall not teach 
one another or say to each other, 

‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest.
 12 For I will be merciful to-
ward their iniquities, and I will re-
member their sins no more.” 

3

Word PoWer!!!
•	 Unleavened Bread – A type of flat bread that does not rise 

because it does not contain yeast. There also is a seven-day 
festival named for this bread during which Jewish people 
celebrate their escape from Egypt.

•	 Passover – Special meal through which Jewish people 
celebrate being delivered from slavery in Egypt. The special 
food that’s eaten, and their re-telling the story of their rescue, 
helps Jewish people reconnect to God. It takes place during 
the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 

•	 Covenant – Agreement that ties two parties together by 
clarifying the nature of the new connection. Sometimes, 
it sets the rules that allow the two parties to stop fighting. 
Other times, it sets the rules that allow the two parties to 
come together.

•	 Mediator – Someone who helps two opposing parties stop 
fighting so that they can come together.

•	 Iniquities – Wickedness.

•	 Repurpose – Reuse for a different purpose.

GETTING READY!!!

Miranda’s older sister, Amara, made a dress for Miranda 
a year ago. The dress was special for several reasons. 
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First, it was Amara’s way of letting Miranda and the world know 
that their sister connection was tight.  Second, the dress was 
Miranda’s 10th birthday present. Miranda wore the dress often 
because it reminded the sisters of their deep connection.

A year passed and Miranda grew much taller than Amara 
thought she would, so the dress stopped fitting well. The last 
few times Miranda tried to wear the dress, her mom made her 
wear leggings. This last time, her mom suggested that Miranda 
get rid of the dress. Both Miranda and Amara got upset about 
that idea, so mom suggested they repurpose the dress, instead.

The two sisters really liked that idea so they worked together 
to create something new from the dress. When they were done, 
they had a large tote bag that read “Sisters Forever,” “Sister 
Power,” and “Sister Time.” Everyone loved the repurposed dress 
a lot. People even began to ask the sisters to repurpose their old 
clothing so it could remind them of their important relationships, 
too.

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Like other Jews of their day, Jesus and his closest followers 
celebrated the Festival of Unleavened Bread and the 

Passover meal for lots of reasons. First, God commanded them 
to celebrate how God fulfilled God’s promise and rescued the 
Israelites from Egypt. Second, the Passover meal allowed them 
to pass the promise on to another generation. Third, the two 
celebrations helped people to know, trust, and believe that God 
cares for and God acts to save those in relationship with God.

This was great news but it often wasn’t given to people who 

4
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weren’t Jewish. Jesus knew all people needed a deep and strong 
relationship with God so he repurposed the Passover celebration 
when he held his last Passover meal with his closest followers. 
Jesus offered them (and us) a chance to become deeply 
connected to God, even though we wouldn’t always be faithful. 
Jesus became our mediator and asked us to let him, because 
it’s Jesus’ sacrifice that makes our messed-up relationship with 
God right again. Now, anyone who wants a relationship with 
God can have it and the proof of that relationship will be inside 
every believer.

Activity #1: The Proof Is on the Inside. Fill the heart below 
with the laws that God’s written on your heart. Next, fill the “info 
bubble” below with what you know about God.

 

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Jewish people and Christian people have a lot in common 
when it comes to the celebrations that help them remember 

their connection to God. Jewish people celebrate Passover to 
help them remember that God rescues people when they ask 
for it. Christian people celebrate Holy Communion to remind 
them that God rescues people even when they don’t yet know 
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they can ask for it. God commanded people to celebrate both 
to remember God’s promise to save. Both celebrations connect 
those people who are celebrating God. Both celebrations also 
remind the people celebrating them of the benefits of being 
God’s people.

The celebrations do similar things because Holy Communion 
grew out of the last Passover celebration that Jesus celebrated 
with his disciples. Perhaps that’s why the earliest Holy 
Communion celebrations were full meals. It might also be why 
many Christians do a “Christian Seder” on the Thursday of Holy 
Week that contains the same kind of food that’s eaten during a 
Jewish Passover Seder. Jesus repurposed the Passover meal 
so that God’s promise of a new covenant that allowed all people 
to know God could reach all people.

Activity #2: They’ve Got Something in Common. Identify whether 
the descriptions below fit Passover, Holy Communion, or both.

Passover Holy 
Communion

Both

1. God told people to 
celebrate it so they 
would remember God.

2. It reminds people of 
how God delivered the 
Israelites from Egypt.

3. It includes food and 
drink.
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4. It’s a reminder of a 
covenant with God.

5. Jesus did the first 
celebration at the 
Last Supper.

REMIX!!!
People repurpose things so that they don’t have to throw 

them away.  They also repurpose things so that they can gain 
value.  Today’s lesson reminds us that God does more than 
repurpose things.  Sure, God in Jesus Christ repurposed the 
Passover celebration into a new promise of rescue that’s not 
just limited to one nation of people.  That’s not all that Jesus did.  
He also repurposed everyone who believes in God through him.  
That’s why we can know God.  1

Guess what?  This promise isn’t just for grown-ups and big 
kids.  It’s for everyone.  It’s even for you! Now that you know, what 
will you do with the information?  Will you keep it to yourself? Or, 
will you share it.

Activity #3: God Can Repurpose Anything. Repurpose 
something that your teacher provides. Decorate the new item 
with key ideas from today’s lesson. Then use it to let someone 
else know how Jesus fulfilled the new promise from the lesson. 
(e.g. repurpose a t-shirt into a tote, repurpose a paper bag into 
a puppet, repurpose a sheet of paper into an airplane, etc.)

PRAISE THE LORD!!!
I’ve got a job to do

To know God through and through
To make sure others know God too
Jesus, I give myself to you. AMEN. 

 ~ An Original Poem by Rev. Rachel Williams-Glenn ~
1  This prayer may also be sung to the tune of A Charge to Keep I Have (AMEC Hymn #242).
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Mark 15:6-15
 6 Now at the festival he used 
to release a prisoner for them, any-
one for whom they asked.
 7 Now a man called Barab-
bas was in prison with the rebels 
who had committed murder during 
the insurrection.
 8 So the crowd came and be-
gan to ask Pilate to do for them ac-
cording to his custom. 
 9 Then he answered them, 
“Do you want me to release for 
you the King of the Jews?” 
 10 For he realized that it was 
out of jealousy that the chief priests 
had handed him over.
 11 But the chief priests stirred 
up the crowd to have him release 
Barabbas for them instead.
 12 Pilate spoke to them again, 
“Then what do you wish me to do 
with the man you call the King of 
the Jews?”
 13 They shouted back, “Cru-

cify him!”
 14 Pilate asked them, “Why, 
what evil has he done?” But they 
shouted all the more, “Crucify 
him!”
 15 So Pilate, wishing to sat-
isfy the crowd, released Barabbas 
for them; and after flogging Jesus, 
he handed him over to be crucified.

Mark 15:25-26
 25 It was nine o’clock in the 
morning when they crucified him.
 26 The inscription of the 
charge against him read, “The 
King of the Jews.” 

Mark 15:33-39
 33 When it was noon, dark-
ness came over the whole land un-
til three in the afternoon.
 34 At three o’clock Jesus cried 
out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?” which means, 
“My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”
 35 When some of the bystand-

Mark 15:6-15, 25-26, 33-39 (NRSV)

Jesus seals the New ProMise

Lesson Scripture: Mark 14:32-50; 15
Focus Scripture: Mark 15:6-15, 25-26, 33-39

Key Verses: “Truly this man [Jesus] was God’s Son!” Mark 15:39

Lesson 2 June 9, 2019
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ers heard it, they said, “Listen, he 
is calling for Elijah.”
 36 And someone ran, filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on a 
stick, and gave it to him to drink, 
saying, “Wait, let us see wheth-
er Elijah will come to take him 
down.”
 37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry 

and breathed his last.
 38 And the curtain of the tem-
ple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom.
 39 Now when the centurion, 
who stood facing him, saw that in 
this way he breathed his last, he 
said, “Truly this man was God’s 
Son!”

Word PoWer!!!
•	 Pilate – The Roman official responsible for resolving civil 

and criminal cases in Judea.

•	 Centurion – Roman military officer in charge of 100 soldiers.

•	 Insurrection – Uprising; rebellion; attempt to overthrow a 
ruler, group, or nation.

•	 Crucify – To execute by nailing or tying to a tree. The 
Romans did this to the worst criminals; especially if they 
tried to launch a rebellion.

GETTING READY!!!

The last day of an annual conference in the AME Church ends 
with a Commissioning Service. During that service, the bishop 
gives out ordination certificates and pastoral appointments. 
Certificates of ordination officially state that people are 
now clergy within the AME Church. Certificates of pastoral 
appointments officially send a particular clergyperson to lead 
a particular church. If the certificates aren’t presented, then the 
changes aren’t official. If the certificates aren’t sealed with the 
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bishop’s signature, they also aren’t official. That’s because only 
the bishop can assign pastors.

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Last week, we learned about a new promise given by Jesus 
that our messed-up relationship with God would be fixed. Guess 
what? That promise had to be sealed by something in order for 
it to become official.

The promise wasn’t written down, so Jesus couldn’t seal it 
with a signature or a stamp. It wasn’t on stone so he couldn’t 
seal the promise with a wax symbol. The promise was placed 
in our minds and written on our hearts. Therefore, Jesus had to 
seal the promise with something that would impact the hearts 
and minds of humanity.

Jesus’ death on the cross during the festival of unleavened 
bread did exactly that. It made an impression on Jesus, Pilate, 
the chief priests, the crowd, the soldiers, the others being 
crucified, the temple, and the Centurion. Each had a different 
reaction, of course.  

The reactions leading up to Jesus’ death were all negative. 
Pilate handed him over to be crucified even though he knew 
Jesus was innocent. The chief priests encouraged the crowd to 
ask Pilate to release a known rebel named Barabbas instead 
of Jesus. The crowd shouted, “Crucify him!” and taunted Jesus 
when he asked why God had abandoned him. The soldiers beat 
him, mocked him, and made him walk through the city. Darkness 
even came over the whole land for the three hours that it took 
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for Jesus to die.

After Jesus died, the seal on the promise was fixed and the 
reactions changed. They became ways of acknowledging that 
the promise was sealed. First, the curtain in the temple tore into 
two pieces. Next, a Roman officer said Jesus was the son of 
God for sure.

The idea of sealing the promise that way was scary; even 
for Jesus. He prayed about it for hours and asked God to fix 
things another way if possible. God didn’t offer him that option 
so Jesus chose to seal the promise by dying on the cross.

Activity #1: “Signed, Sealed, Delivered, I’m Yours.” Write 
the most important parts of the promise from last week on the 
“scroll” on the left.  Write the ways that Jesus sealed the promise 
on and around the cross on the right. 
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USING GOD’S WORD!!!

In the Disney Movie, Moana, the world is falling apart because 
Te Fiti’s (pronounced “Ta Fee Tee”) heart was stolen. The 

ocean becomes so fierce that ships crash when they go further 
than the island’s reef. That becomes a problem when the fish 
disappear and the fruit becomes rotten.  

That’s why Moana decides to do something about the 
problem. She wants to travel on the ocean and restore the heart 
of Te Fiti. That way everything that’s been broken can be healed.

The journey is hard. Moana has to leave her family and the 
safety of the island behind. She has to learn how to sail on a 
rough sea filled with dangers. She has to fight past others who 
want the heart for themselves. She also has to fight her doubts 
and fears so that she doesn’t give up on her quest. When Moana 
gets to the end of her journey, she’s able to figure out how to 
restore the heart of Te Fiti. She’s also able to help her people 
learn how to be voyagers again.

Moana’s journey is a lot like Jesus’ journey. Jesus had to 
fight his own fears to make it to the cross. His feelings were 
hurt. His body was damaged. He felt all alone. Yet, he didn’t 
give up. Jesus finished what he started and healed the broken 
relationship between us and God.

Activity #2: Pressing Forward to Seal the Deal. Use the 
space on the following page to show an example of something 
kids might have to get past when they’re trying to get close to 
God. (You can make a list, draw a picture, write a poem, write 
a rap, etc.) 
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REMIX!!!

Certain things have to be sealed in order to become effective. 
Certificates of pastoral appointment have to be sealed 

with the bishop’s signature. Jesus’ promise of forgiveness and 
restored relationship had to be sealed with his death on the 
cross. 

FORGIVENESS AND RESTORED RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
ARE FOR YOU, TOO!
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Sometimes, the process of sealing the deal is hard and we 
might want to give up. Both Jesus and Moana discovered that 
helping to heal the world is scary. Both of them chose to finish 
what they started and the world became a better place. You 
might feel that staying true to God is hard, too. Don’t give up! 
God chose to save you. God chose to use you. Now, you get to 
choose to accept what Jesus did to make you right with God or 
not.

PRAISE THE LORD!!!

O great and wonderful God,

Thank you for sealing your promise to save me.

It wasn’t easy but it was worth it.

Jesus, you paid it all for me.

Now, God and I can be tight.

And I am grateful. – Amen.
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