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Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those 
who are called may receive the promised eternal  
inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to 
set them free from the sins committed under the first  
covenant. 

Hebrews 9:15
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Living in Covenant 

In our times, the idea of living within a covenant might bring 
up comforts or cautions of home-owner restrictions. The rules 
that keep our next-door neighbor from painting their house bright 
orange might be a welcome restriction for some. But we might not 
like that we can’t park an RV on our driveway. 

Moving into a community with covenants requires our promise 
to keep the rules. It is a promise to do some things, and not do 
other things, that aims to promote good-neighbor relations. 
Everyone in the community makes the promise. And as 
everyone keeps the promise then living near one another is 
easier and better. 

God is the original community covenant-maker. He started with 
a covenant for Adam, Eve, and their descendents that promised 
life in paradise if they would love and obey God. This was the 
ideal covenant available to all. It was better than any covenant that 
people could work up. God gave a lot of benefits in the covenant 
and required little in return. Daily life with God in the garden was 
a constant reminder for Adam and Eve that God was keeping His 
promise, showing His faithfulness every day.

We know Adam and Eve failed to keep that covenant and 
that there were severe consequences for them and all people. But 
even so, our covenant-making and keeping God remained faithful 
in His steadfast love with other covenants until He ultimately 
established a new covenant—another that no human could 
provide. 

God promised His new covenant would continue until the end 
of time. Our failure to live in the new covenant has 
consequences, but any person’s failure does not undo or alter the 
opportunity for another. And the really good news is that even 
after our failure we may return to God in faith, humility, and 
repentance and He will welcome us back into His covenant love. 
This is the covenant that 
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Jesus established and secured with His sacrifice. This is the cov-
enant God invites us to come live in each day of our lives. 

Living in covenant with God, like any covenant relationship, 
does require our attention. It is not meant to be a laborious, chore-
like attention but one of mindful yet joyful focus on God. Daily 
time in His Word and prayer are very helpful activities for living in 
covenant with God. Toward that, may the spiritual insights from 
Scripture and the personal encouragement from our authors pre-
sented in this devotional guide be helpful for living in covenant 
with God each day.

—Scott Stewart, Editor 
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Parenting With the End in Mind

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand” (John 13:7).

Scripture: John 13:2-7
Song: “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”

One of the firm beliefs that my wife and I hold is not that we 
are parenting children, but raising adults. What we teach our kids 
is not ultimately about helping them be better children, though it 
does do that. Instead, we want to teach them how to act when they 
get older. We openly talk about frustration and difficulty. We teach 
not just the importance of being nice to your siblings, but what it 
actually means to love and serve sacrificially. Many times, if we 
were to put words to our belief they would echo what Jesus says 
in today’s passage. 

Hours before His execution, Jesus was still teaching the disciples 
about His kingdom and His way of life. They didn’t get it then 
but would before too long. The conversation was with the same 
man that would deny Him and then some weeks later preach a 
single sermon that converts thousands. That’s life in God’s king-
dom. Sometimes our circumstances, experiences, or interactions 
don’t make sense in the moment. But someday, if we remain in 
pursuit of Him, we will be able to not only understand but imple-
ment what we have experienced. Every moment of our existence 
becomes not just a chance to learn, but to share with others and 
bring them into faith.

Jesus, thank You for teaching me and showing me the way to live. In Your name, amen.

June 1, 2. Justin Hiebert is a life coach that helps ministers and leaders stay holistically healthy, 
and avoid burnout to lead effectively.
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The Final Lesson

While they were reclining at the table eating (Mark 14:18).

Scripture: Mark 14:17-24; Hebrews 8:6, 7, 10-12
Song: “The Love of God”

One easy step toward building community is food. Sitting around 
a table to share a meal creates intimacy and friendship quickly. For 
a church I served, food was central to almost everything we did: 
Saturday morning brunches, Sunday night small groups, Thanks-
giving spreads that took up our entire living room. At a variety of 
times, spaces, and locations food was the unifying factor.

This has been true throughout history and cultures, perhaps no 
more so than through Israel’s Passover meal. Shortly before His 
execution Jesus shared one final meal with His disciples. Often 
highlighted is Judas Iscariot, and rightfully so. But also sharing the 
meal are the rest of the disciples: Peter who will deny Jesus; James 
and John who will desert Him, and the rest will flee into the dark 
Jerusalem night. Jesus shares a meal with all of them.

It is in that scenario that Jesus provides a final lesson and invites 
us into the story. The God of the universe is also the God of second 
chances. The Creator is also the redeemer. The liberator of slaves is 
also the dinner party host. Wherever and however someone enters 
into God’s story of salvation, they are welcomed.

God’s salvation and redemption plan is so grand that it encom-
passes all of human history. His promises remain, His love is pure, 
and His sacrifice saves.

Redeeming Savior, thank You for inviting me to Your table where You have prepared 
for me the way to salvation because of Your great love and sacrifice for me. In my 
Savior’s great name, amen.
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Honest Encouragement

Peter insisted emphatically . . . “I will never disown you” 
(Mark 14:31).

Scripture: Mark 14:26-31
Song: “Voice of Truth”

Positive thinking is slippery. Many have found it difficult to climb 
out of the pit at the foot of a pedestal erected by their own imagina-
tion. I remember my first day as a keypunch operator for a large 
firm. The little training I had did not prepare me for the contrast 
between my visions of success and my experiences of failure—and 
the contrast disgraced me. The only thing that helped me go back 
the next day was the encouragement, in advance, from people who 
reminded me that I would make mistakes and maybe even be over-
whelmed; however, they assured me, there would be success if I 
moved forward humbly as a learner.

One dark and ominous evening Jesus told His disciples they 
would all behave disgracefully before the night was done. The 
warning was traumatic to all of them and unacceptable to Peter. 
He could not imagine failure as a part of his heroic self-assurance. 
Because of that, he did not hear Jesus say, in effect, “After all this 
is done, I will be waiting for you in Galilee. We will move forward 
from there.”

Do you face some new task? Face it humbly. Too many new 
employees lose their jobs within days by not accepting instruction.

Father, we struggle with spiritual stumbling. Help us set aside our heroic self-image. 
We desire to confess, learn, and move forward in Jesus’ patient grace. In His name, 
amen.

June 3–9. Harold Comings is a retired Senior Pastor who lives with his wife, Judy, in Florida.
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June 4

Routine Fatigue

Are you asleep? (Mark 14:37).

Scripture: Mark 14:32-42
Song: “He Giveth More Grace”

A friend told me: “Building is exciting—maintenance? Not so 
much.” To bored students, I would say: “The wagon of opportunity 
travels on the wheels of the routine across the path of the ordinary.” 
As with our favorite DVDs, we may want to skip the not-so-thrilling 
narratives to get to the exciting episodes. The problem with life is 
the necessity of routine in order to be prepared for opportunities, 
be they good or bad. Unless we come to terms with routine fatigue, 
we may be asleep when the action begins.

First Thessalonians 4:11 could be considered a call to the rou-
tine: “make it your ambition to lead a quiet life.” Put another way, 
we are to make an honorable friendship with the silent times of life. 
Rather than sighing about the same-old-same-old, we are to make 
the time count in terms of finding purposeful work, doing it, not 
meddling with others, and earning both respect and freedom from 
being anyone’s financial burden. Along with all that, we should 
be intentional about growing in righteousness through becoming 
skilled in the Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16), which, of course 
includes being people of prayer. Remember, before Gethsemane the 
disciples spent more time fantasizing with each other about the 
kingdom than getting to know the King.

Father, cultivate in us an appreciation for the quiet stretches of our journey so we will 
not be robbed of opportunities when the path of the routine comes to a crossroads 
with an adventure. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 5

Plan B

Then everyone deserted him and fled (Mark 14:50).

Scripture: Mark 14:43-50
Song: “Not My Will, Thine Be Done”

We watch our kids spending hours each day with digital games. 
We shoo them outside to play. However, preoccupied with social 
media, we fail to notice they took their smart phones with them. 
Someone draws this to our attention. We reply, “They’re develop-
ing good eye-hand coordination.” Does anyone wonder if such elec-
tronics would have given Peter better aim at Gethsemane?

The crisis in the olive garden the night of Jesus’ betrayal had 
to do with neither lack of skill nor courage. Peter’s problem was 
just Jesus! It was Jesus, Himself, who aborted the attack (Matthew 
26:52). At that moment Peter the Fearless became Peter the Plan-
less and led the way into the darkness of the grove.

The principle of Plan B is difficult for Christians to embrace. As 
a people of faith, we feel disloyal to suggest God will not endorse 
some desire of our heart. Deliverance from cancer is the only ac-
ceptable Plan A. The high-cost building program has to be Plan A. 
To even think an alternative seems ungodly.

What would Plan B look like? It starts with the prayer, “Your 
will be done,” (Matthew 6:10). It proceeds with, “If it is the Lord’s 
will,” (James 4:14-15). It is prepared to accept the inexplicable, 
“not my will, but yours,” (Luke 22:42), and it follows through 
with, “even if he does not [deliver us]” (Daniel 3:17-18).

Father, may my dreams of plan A not interfere with my willingness to follow You when 
You adjust them. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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June 6

Wired for Cruelty

The soldiers . . . called together the whole company of 
soldiers (Mark 15:16).

Scripture: Mark 15:16-24
Song: “If We Are the Body” 

College professor Temple Grandin is an autistic savant. She is 
able to think in geometrically accurate pictures. She is also afflicted 
with a distracting need for calmness. As a child, at the farm of 
an aunt, she became aware of stress in animals. That awareness 
developed into drawings of ways to bring them peace. Later, as 
an advocate of humane treatment for livestock, she created a geo-
metrically configured stockyard which allowed cattle approaching 
slaughter to be stress free. Her life stands in contrast to the efforts 
of other human beings to make her own life unpleasant in response 
to the symptoms of her autism, or because of her efforts to make 
stock handlers develop benevolence.

Cain modeled for all time that the rebellious human heart is 
wired for cruelty (Genesis 4:1-13). The Roman garrison in Jeru-
salem, demonstrating hearts enflamed by Satan’s malignant scorn, 
emptied the barracks so all could enjoy inflicting shame and abuse 
on one who seemed to be a discredited Jewish miracle-worker. 
And, sadly, in the history of the Church, some have been all too 
willing to make life a lingering death for those they despised.

We make a mistake if we think mankind has evolved beyond such 
a spirit. Even authentic Christians are warned to be alert (Ephesians 
4:26). Just a spark of scorn can be fanned into self-gratifying cruelty.

Lord Jesus, in a culture of growing avarice, may we be pure, holy, and without 
blame in our kindness to man and beast. In Your name, amen.
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June 7 

What’s Your Sign?

They crucified two rebels with him (Mark 15:27).

Scripture: Mark 15:27-32
Song: “Forgiven?” 

“Got a flat?” someone asks a man changing a tire. “Nope,” he 
replies. “The other three took on air.” One comedian wants to hand 
out signs with the warning: “Ask stupid questions.”

One day a Roman governor hung a sign on a cross. It mocked 
a dying man’s claim to be “King of the Jews.” That man was not 
alone. Two others died on crosses that afternoon. Most likely they 
were identified with a sign. Mark may hint at the message. He calls 
the men “rebels.”

What sign might hang over our heads if we were exposed for our 
sins? Certainly, “rebel” would be fitting. We all have turned from 
God and sought our own way (Isaiah 53:6). However, more specific 
indictments could be given, identifying us more precisely: “Proud,” 
“slanderer” “fornicator,” “abuser,” “liar.”

That horrible day at Calvary, all humanity hung on those other 
two crosses. Like them, the future of our souls depends on our 
response to the man in the middle. One rebel sought and found 
forgiveness and restoration. Unseen to the bystanders, Jesus did for 
that man what He does for each who will come to Him in faith: He 
blotted out the indictment on the rebel’s sign and transferred it to 
His own cross (Colossians 2:13, 14). Like that rebel, we who trust 
Christ live and die beneath a new sign—“Forgiven.”

Father, stir our imaginations with the significance of the new sign You have given 
through faith in Jesus Christ. In His name I pray, amen.
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June 8 

Devoted Courage

Some women were watching from a distance (Mark 15:40).

Scripture: Mark 15:40-47
Song: “Now I Belong to Jesus”

The comic, Family Circle frequently uses a dashed line to show 
the complicated course little Billy takes to get from one place to 
another. Today, of course, our smart phones can give us a digital 
readout of our own peripatetic days.

Imagine satellites tracking Jesus’ followers on the night of His 
arrest, beginning with the tangled maze of their frantic stampede 
at Gethsemane. It would be fascinating, if they didn’t drop their 
phones, to see the lines thin out in their quest for safely. As it is in 
the Gospel records, the men vanish into the night. Only Peter and 
John are tracked to the courtyard of the High Priest’s home; and, 
in the end, we find John alone, standing just a few feet from Jesus’ 
cross. But, no, he is not alone. He is the one male in a small group 
of women.

There is a resolution about these women. Clearly, they will not 
be separated from Jesus. Even after Jesus’ death, we find them 
scoping out His burial. Perhaps they had not muddied their souls 
with visions of personal glory. Perhaps they were simply motivated 
by a love for Him which gave them an instinct for the right thing to 
do and the right place to be. They were, after all, simply His adoring 
followers, not His self-driven “partners” in the Kingdom.

Spirit of God, build in us the instinct of devotion displayed by the women at Calvary. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 9 

Talking Heads 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” (Mark 
15:14).

Scripture: Mark 15:6-15, 25, 26, 33-39
Song: “Be Still My Soul”

It is common to see a TV screen in a restaurant that features 
two people in separate frames, debating some issue. If the sound 
is off, or the customers are too chatty, we see only a pair of talking 
heads; and if we take time to watch, we may notice one pair of lips 
moving occasionally while the other pair seem never to stop. Add 
flashing eyes and fused eyebrows to that head and my instinct is to 
side with the person who appears to be overpowered by verbiage, 
volume, and vitriol.

It’s an old game. As one preacher is supposed to have written in 
his notes: “Argument weak. Pound pulpit.” Rhetoric aims at persua-
sion, but not necessarily at truth. Among its resources are noise and 
chant. Modern media has exposed us to menacing oratory ranging 
from belligerent individuals to destructive mobs. There is no lack 
of contemporary examples of the ferocious, long-ago crowd, whose 
persuasive skill, inspired by pharisaical intrigue, consisted of the 
mindless repetition of two shouted words—“Crucify him!”

Angry days are upon us, and dangerous days lie ahead; but 
the gravest danger we face, as followers of Jesus, is to abandon 
Scripture’s directive of patience (1 Peter 3:9) imagining that shout-
downs advance the cause of truth in the world, the church, or our 
own homes.

Father, give us the Spirit of Jesus who felt the blows of words and weapons but 
remained true to His mission of saving grace. In His name, amen.
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