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GET ON TRACK! 
Subscribe to the  

Railroad Evangelist 
Magazine 

 
For $10.00 a year you will receive one of 
the most unique non-denominational 
Christian Railroad magazines ever pub-
lished. The Railroad Evangelistic Associ-
ation was founded by Luther S. Harkey 
(1885-1949) in 1941 with other Christian 
railroaders in Sanford, Florida. 

 
Help spread the word by ordering the 
Railroad Evangelist magazines in bulk.    

 
BULK  COSTS 

(Based upon per issue) 
100 copies $35.00       50 copies $25.00 
 20 copies  $15.00       10 copies $10.00 
        200 Hundred copies $50.00 
 
Subscribe today for yourself or a friend, 
make out your check or money order to 
REA and send to: 

REA  
255 State Route 49 
Cleveland, NY 13042 

 

The Railroad Evangelist magazine is pub-
lished three times a year by GISI Marketing 
Group of Tualatin, Oregon for the Railroad 
Evangelistic Association. Second class post-
age paid at Vancouver, WA. Circulation: 
2,800. 
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Psalm 96:2 

 COVER:  Introducing our new brochure that can be used to introduce the ministry of REA to others.    See page 11. 

www.RailHopeAmerica.com 

Prayer is the Rail for Godõs Work 
 

Indeed, prayer is to Godôs will as rails are to a train.  The locomotive is full of  
power; it is capable of running  thousand miles a day.  But if there are no rails, it 

cannot move forward a single inch.  It may be able to travel great 
distances, yet it cannot go to any place where no rails have been laid.  - W. Nee 

    REA would not exist if it were not of the faithful who have prayed for the work 
of the ministry to go forward over the years. Just as REA is getting older,  
approaching 77 year of Railway Ministry, so also are the many faithful saints 
that have kept REA going forward trough their prayers, support and participa-
tion in distributing the Railroad Evangelist Magazine throughout the years.  

REA continues to covet your prayers.  
You can use the names on page 2 to pray for REA leadership. 

    Also, you can use the following as a model for the overall work of REA.  
ñFather, in the name of Jesus, with the help of the Holy Spirit we ask for an (1) 
increase of dedicated workers to catch the vision of REA.  (2) We ask for the 
Railroad Evangelist Magazine will have a greater impact in the worldwide railroad 
community and we (3) ask that many will come to the knowledge of the truth and     
     receive Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord.  In Jesus name, Amenò. 

ñTherefore confess your sins to 
each other and pray for each  
other so that you may be healed.  
The prayer of a righteous man is 

powerful and effective.ò    
James 5:16  (NIV) 

 

 
The first few months of my shift, as REA 
President, were uneventful until I was in-
formed that our Second Vice President of 
REA, Harry Hassler had been diagnosed 
with inoperative pancreatic cancer.  This re-
minds me of James 5:14,15 where the sick 

person is advised to call the Elders of his church to pray over him.  
This directly invites the Great Physician in his healing.  Harry and 
Barbara please note, we are praying! 
 
    Although prophecy is being fulfilled, the increase of natural and 
man-made disasters and world-wide mass murders in the name of 
whatever, leads us to invoke 2 Chronicles 7:14 and pray for our na-
tion and our world. 
 
    Although Satan rules the world now, we know God wins in the 
end, which gives us HOPE! I have decided to make this the theme 
of our REA conference this coming August 20-24, 2018.  It is also 
part of our new flag, Rail Hope America. 
 
Keep praying, serving and watching. 
God bless, 
Alan L. Carpenter 
REA President  
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WE BELIEVE 

1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New 
Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and inerrant 
in the original writings. They are the supreme and 
final authority in faith and life. 
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God 
and true Man. 
4. We believe that man was created in the image of 
God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not only 
physical death, but also Spiritual death which is 
separation from God.  All human beings are born with 
a sinful nature, and in the case of those who reach 
moral responsibility become sinners in thought, word, 
and deed. 
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, as a representative 
and substitutionary sacrifice.  In addition that all who 
believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed 
Blood. 
6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified Body 
of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven and in His 
present life there for us, as High Priest and Advocate. 
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal, 
premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord 
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and 
thereby become children of God. 
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and 
unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, and 
the everlasting, conscious punishment of the lost.  
              
              - The Railroad Evangelistic Association Inc. 

- Mission Statement -  
The Railroad Evangelistic Association exists to proclaim 
the  Good News of Jesus Christ to the entire railroad 
community worldwide and to promote mutual Christian 
fellowship among, though  not  limited to, those of the 
railroad industry, the model railroad hobbyists and the rail 
fan enthusiasts.  
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President   

Allan L. Carpenter                               Email: bigaltrak@gmail.com 
336 E. McGinnis Circle 
Norfolk, VA 23502                                           Cell (757)  466-8394                                                                 
 

First Vice President 
Rev. Alan Harkey                                        alanharkey@gmail.com  
300 Birkenstock Court 
Simpsonville, SC  22655                                         (864) 275-3209     

 
Second Vice President 

Harry Hassler                                                           (516) 795-1453 
29 Second Ave.  Massapequa Park, NY  11762 
 

                     Secretary/Treasurer 
Jim Bliss 
255 State Route 49  -  Cleveland, NY  13042 

 
Editor - Convention Coordinator                      

Joe Spooner                                             (cell)    (360) 907-5659 
PO Box 5026 
Vancouver, WA 98668   E-Mail: RailroadEvangelist@comcast.net 
 

REA National Chaplain 
Rev. Paul Campbell 
603 Aylor Road   -   Stephens City, VA 22655 

E-mail:  backyardmamma2000@yahoo.com       (571) 331-2807 

 
                          REA Registrar 
Mrs. Beverly Salloum 
720 W. Thomas Rd.    Rome, NY  13440 
(315) 368-8612  (prefers texting) 

 
Advisory Board 

Rev. Magead Salloum, Chairperson                        (315) 525-4787                                                                                               
720 W. Thomas Street 
Rome, NY  13440 
 
Marlene Sampsonééééééééééééééé..Winslow, NJ 
Rev. Stephen Seidleréééééééééé...éé.Owatonna, MN  
Phil Hannuméééééééééé..éééééé..é.Fairfax, VA                               
David Wiegand, Jrééééééééééé........Albuquerque, NM 

Membership in the Railroad Evangelistic 
Association is open to all who desire to 
reach the entire railroad community with 
the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ.  
For $20.00 you will receive your REA 
Annual membership card ($10.00) and a 
one year subscription ($10.00 - 3 issues) 
to the R  E  magazine.  
REA has no paid staff, all proceeds go to 
printing and mailing the Good News. 
Thank you. 

Please cut, photocopy or send information pertaining to the above application form and mail it to:   

                                                                     REA 
255 State Route 49 
Cleveland, NY  13042 

Promotion and Publicity 
Dr. Ben Salloum 
PO Box 748 
Rome, NY 13440 
Carol and Mary Cliftonééééééééé.éé.éé...Millville, NJ 
Bonnie Jamesééééééééééééééé...Hammonton, NJ 
Brian Goodwinéééééééééééééé...é.Alexandria, VA 
Craig Jameséééééééééééé.éééé.Hammonton, NJ 

 
                    Contributing Editors 
 
Rev. Stephen Seidler  Model RR & Rail Fan Pages                          
810 18th Street SE            
Owatonna, MN 55060 
E-Mail:  srseidler@q.com                                        (507) 413-3334 
 
Geneva Campbell                                                    (540) 869-7019 
603 Aylor Road 
Stephens City, VA 22655 
E-mail:  backyardmamma2000@yahoo.com        
 

Convention Recording Secretary 
Jane Hessler                             
Afrh-W Box 58 
3700 N Capitol St  NW       Washington, DC  20011    
 

                         REA Representative  
          for International Railway Missions   
Donald Howell 
14561 Stephen Street     Nokesville, VA  20181  
 
(571) 486-6806       Email: RailHopeAmerica@gmail.com 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA 
Please check the appropriate box. 

 
     I am an active railroad employee. 
     I am a former/retired railroad employee. 
     My spouse is/was an active/former/retired  
     railroad employee. 
     I am a model railroad hobbyist. 
     I am a rail fan enthusiast. 
     My interest in REA is _______________________ 
     Sending $10.00 for REA membership for one year. 
     Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription. 
     LIFE TIME membership & single subscription for     
     a one time price of $300.00. 
     I would like to make a donation._____________ 
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ñA LITTLE IS A LOT WHEN GOD IS IN ITò    Luke 9:12-17 

Y our membership, subscriptions and tax deductible donations are greatly appreciated, as they are the only means we have to con-
tinue publishing and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
the entire railroad community worldwide through the Railroad Evan-
gelist magazine.  Your financial gifts also underwrite the cost to make 
it possible for us to send the Railroad Evangelist magazine out indi-
vidually and in bulk supply as our home missionary outreach to those   
who cannot afford the cost but have a willing heart to spread the 
Good News. We thank God for each and every one of you who have 
joined with this railroad literature evangelistic ministry with your pray-
ers and support as we continue to co-labor with God in the Railroad 
Community mission field. 
    At our new web page: RailHopeAmerica.com you can order and 
pay online for bulk supply of the Railroad Evangelist magazine ñAll 
Aboard!ò   
    We pray and trust God will abundantly bless you for your sacrificial 
giving as He ñis able to make all grace abound towards you, that 
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abun-
dance for every good work.   2 Corinthians 9:8 

In the cab to the right is Luther S. Harkey, (1885 - 1949), 
Founder of the Railroad Evangelistic Association in 
1941.  His hearts desire was to reach his fellow railroad 
employees with the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ.  

http://www.railroadevangelist.com/index.html
http://www.railroadevangelist.com/index.html
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M y role as IRM president leads me to visit many different countries. At the end of August, my wife Karin and I en-

joyed the hospitality of RailHope Norway in Stavanger. There I 

had the opportunity to accompany Bßrge Salte, an engine driv-

er at NSB and President of RailHope Norway, in the driverôs 

cabin of his train to Kristiansand in the south. It was an exciting 

and inspiring round-trip during which, with tears, he shared with 

me many of his moving experiences he has had with God. I 

could really sense his passionate love for Christ. Near Bryne, 

he showed me the spot where last year he received a warning 

from a colleague in an oncoming train: ñWarning! Person on 

the track!ò. Bßrge soon spotted the person and was able to 

stop the train early enough. When he came out of the cabin he 

heard the man crying and saying to him: ñWhy could you not 

just run over me?ò. Bßrge listened to him carefully and sensed 

the hopelessness within him, and decided to take the man with 

him on his train. While continuing his journey, Bßrge shared 

with the man about the life-changing encounters with God he 

has experienced in his life. The man was visibly touched by 

Bßrgeôs story and by the fact that there was hope for his life 

too. At Egersund, the next station, Bßrge was able to hand 

over the man to the police. Today this man has freedom from 

his destructive old way of thinking and lives a new regenerated 

life! 

On Track with GodOn Track with GodOn Track with God   
Left to right, Borge Salte, Ulrich Berger, Torbjom Laland 

By Ulrich Berger,  President, International Railway Missions 

Basel, Switzerland   www.railway-mission.net 

     G     
     May God grant us open eyes of faith, passion, 

endurance, courage and grace, so that we may stay 

watchful and responsive in our working life for Godôs 

calling. Sometimes sluggishness creeps into our spir-

itual life and into our missionary work. False modes-

ty (We have already achieved so many things), or 

frustration (We have already tried so many things) 

are two main reasons for sluggishness. The epistle to 

the Hebrews (6:11,12) tells us: ñBut we desire ear-

nestly that... you may not be sluggish, but imita-

tors of those who through faith and longsuffering 

are inheriting the promisesò. Such experiences with 

God like the one Bßrge told me about are encourag-

ing me to continue stay ñon track with Godò. They 

also inspire me to give the very best of my time, 

strength and resources, in order that other people too 

may experience the regenerating power of God. Be-

cause God also gave the very best for us ï His son 

Jesus Christ!  

IRM 2019 Conference will be held in the heart of  
Holland in Lunteren,  

Friday August 2, until Friday August 9, 2019. 
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My  
Damascus     
Road  

Experience 

B efore becoming a Christian I was not a Bible reader, nor did I believe in Jesus Christ. I knew there was a God, but 
I did not allow for Him or religion in my life. For many years, I 
went my own way, doing my ñown thingò. Life was good to me 
at times, but - I made my own share of mistakes, and had 
many griefs come my way. Life held no real meaning or pur-
pose for me. Once I even tried to commit suicide, rather than 
face life and itôs problems. 
 
    Then - Jesus entered the picture, and life took on new 
meaning, new purpose. I like to compare my conversion, my 
new birth, to that of the Apostle Paul (read Acts 9:3-9, 18; Acts 
26: 12-18). Saul was no longer spiritually blind! He had met 
the Lord on the road to Damascus, and his life was never the 
same from that time on. 
 
    I, too, once journeyed on my own Damascus Road! For 
many years, I, like Saul, had persecuted the Lord, simply by 
rejecting Him, and living a life of sin! He had to ñstrike me 
downò, bring me to my knees, before I, too, could look up and 
see that Great Light: Jesus Christ!  I was ñstruck downò in Oc-
tober 1972, suffering from my 3rd break-down, (And this time 
the doctors labeled it ñmental breakdownò). I had to be carried 
off my job as a BN Agent-Telegrapher. My speech by this time 
was very bad (stuttered and stammered, as though drunk) and 
my coordination was way off (my legs were black and blue, 
from running into furniture that I tried so desperately to avoid). 
I was but a shell of a woman I had once been. That was before 
legalized drugs and booze had taken their toll on me. I was 
desperately ill both physically, mentally and spiritually. I spent 
26 days in the hospital, undergoing many medical tests. They 
found very little physically wrong with me, and I was then 
placed under a psychiatristôs care. All this, was of little help, 
and my problems were still there. 

    Then, as with Saul, some of ñthose around meò, 
some Christian women in Gilford, (Montana) saw my 
spiritual blindness, the need of Jesus in my life, and 
they began to pray for me, to nurture me in the Word 
of God, and literally ñtook me by the hand" and led me 
to Jesus. And, ñsomething like scales fell from my 
eyesò, and I beheld Jesus. I met Him on my own Da-
mascus Road, face to face! And - my life has not been 
the same since then! 
 
    As l knelt and asked Jesus to come into my heart 
and life on February 7, 1973 and asked His for-
giveness, He Lifted the burden of sin from me (which 
was the cause of all my mental and health problems), 
and He touched me and made me whole physically, 
mentally, spiritually! body, soul, and spirit! He took 
away my addiction to drugs and booze, and cleaned 
up my mouth. l became a new creation, reborn, a child 
of God! I went ñfrom darkness into the light, l turned 
from the power of Satan to Godò! (Acts 26:18) 
 
    My friend, God saves us and calls us with a Holy 
calling, not in virtues of 
our own works, but in 
virtue of His own pur-
pose and Grace through 
Jesus Christ. We, in 
turn, are to preach the 
Word,  be unfailing in 
patience and in teach-
ing. We are to do the 
work of an evangelist (2 
Timothy). Letôs remem-
ber that, as we daily go 
to our jobs, watching for 
others traveling the Da-
mascus Road. Letôs be 
ready to witness, and 
help them to ñSee the 
Light", as we share 
Christ with them.  

By Esther Peterson 
- Burlington Northern Railway Agent-Telegrapher (retired)    Former Editor of the Railroad Evangelist magazine - 

ñI had to be carried off my job  
as a BN Agent-Telegrapherò 

 



Rail Fan & Model Railroader by Rev. Stephen R. Seidler 

 IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

   Page 6                                                                                                                         The Railroad Evangelist 

    The playing field in model railroading has always been 
between American Flyer (Sïgauge), Lionel (O-gauge) and 
a variety of HO layouts from master model builders to ama-
teurs.  REA Member, Glenn Ritter is one who has kept 
American Flyer ñchuginò on his own home layout as well as 
being an active member of a club that caters to sharing 
their skills with the public.  Glenn is an active architect of 
30 years.  He specializes in doing design for churches, 
Christian ministries, and Christian Education as well as 
many historical restoration projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Glenn has a portable American Flyer layout with stand-
ard AF track along with Pikemaster AF track.  He recently 
added a Disneyworld Monorail system and had the layout 
on display at the end of last year at a church bazaar in Par-
adise, PA.  He uses standard AF trains along with Ameri-
can Model engines pulling passenger and freight trains. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Glenn is a member of the PEQUEA VALLEY Model Rail-
roaders.  The club has a proud tradition of model railroad- 

AMERICAN  FLYER  STILL  CHUGINô 
ing established by James Lyle.  Unfortunately, he passed 
away in 2016.  The mission of the club is to entertain 
young and old alike and to preserve the values of model 
building, toy trains, and a rich past in America.  This is 
right in keeping with Glennôs efforts in historical preserva-
tion and building restorations.  Pictured in the remaining 
space are a collection of shots made recently as the club 
displayed for the public along with Glennôs portable lay-
out.  As can be clearly seen, there is a strong heritage 
factor of including young and old alike as everyone gets 
involved in running trains.  
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    In the last issue we featured the outdoor SOO LINE 
NOSTALGIC layout of Ray & Renee Grosser.  Due to 
many inquiries, we realized we failed to include infor-
mation on motive power.  The 1950s engines, F7A and 
GP9, are remote controlled, powered with four 6V deep 
cycle batteries for a total of 24 volts.  There are 4 traction 
motors, one on each axle, similar to the prototype except 
they do not have diesel engines turning a generator.  The 
sound is from Phoenix for the EMD 567 diesel engine and 
the sound comes through several speakers enclosed in 
the locomotives. 
 
    Since we visited the layout, a new automatic signal sys-
tem has been installed by laying 730ô of direct bury 18-7 
sprinkler wire.  You can view this neat system by going to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfpkSN0R2Oo.  If you 
would like to see their Russell snow plow extra 214A in 
action clearing the layout on January 18, 2018, go to  
https://youtube.com/watch?v=HEV9K_KfNLY. 
 
    At the new MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE in Washington 
DC, your editor Pastor Steve, had the privilege of viewing 
the original painting of Washington on his knees in prayer 
at Valley Forge.  
It is on display at 
the Museum, 
financed at a 
cost of $500 mil-
lion by David 
Green, Founder 
& CEO of Hobby 
Lobby. A former 
railroad ware-
house on the 
mainline that 
comes through 
DC on the SE, 
was gutted and 
restored for this digital, state-of-the-art Biblical museum. It 
is several blocks from the Air & Space Museum with a key 
stop on the Metro. Support the Book that shapes History. 
All REA members living near  or visiting DC, can enjoy the 
inspiration and challenge, but it will take multiple days for 
the entire family to take it all in! 

    At our recent REA Convention, new member Cal Swen-
son from the Twin Cities, MN, displayed a beautiful 
Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe DCC unit with sound that he 
detailed from an Athearn Genesis model.  Cal is an active 
HO modeler with a St. Paul Model Club.  We hope to see 
more of his excellent work in the future. 

    Keeping the heritage of model railroading alive, we 
send you this proof that when you pass along modeling skills 
to your son, he will pass 
them along to his own chil-
dren.    Claire, Pastor Ste-
veôs granddaughter, had a 
2nd grade project to do on 
Pueblo Indians. She   built 
up layers of blue Styrofoam 
and covered it with sculpta-
mold, painted a desert tan.  
Using a hot wire tool, she 
carved a flowing stream in 
the foam and painted it 
blue.  She made various 
miniature tools and dugout 
canoes and detailed store-
bought figures.  She has a right to smileéso does her dad 
and grandfatheréas the fun of model railroading continues in 
all venues of work and play. 

RAILWAY  POST  OFFICE  MAILBAG  
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      I used to say "old transit cops never die, they just 
reach their terminal station." I often have dreams about 
the job. In most of the dreams I'm usually a sergeant on 
patrol in the subway. In one of these dreams the captain 
is yelling at me because I wasn't completing my paper 
work on time. I told him it wasn't my fault because I can't 
find any carbon paper.  
      This article is about a much different dream I had. In 
this dream I was off duty and lost in Brooklyn at night. It 
was close to 0400 hours when I saw a subway entrance. 
The station was Nassau Ave. on the G line. I remem-
bered the station from when I worked in District 20. We 
used to ride train patrol on the E,F, and GG trains. On 
the midnight tours I would sometimes þy into District 30 
and get Nassau Ave. Station as part of my post. As I 
went through the slam gate I saw the lights of the N/B 
train approaching. As the train pulled into the station, it 
wasn't one of the new stainless steel trains. It was an old 
R-9 train that they must have taken out of the Transit 
Museum. As I entered the first car of the train, I was met 
by about a dozen transit cops. But these cops were 
wearing the old uniforms with the light blue shirts. I 
thought that this must be some kind of nostalgia thing. It 
was just like the troop trains we took at the end of our 
8pm to 4am tour. As I got closer to the cops, some of 
them greeted me. I now recognized them as cops I used 
to work with, only they hadn't aged. They looked the 
same as they did 40 or 50 years ago. They hadn't grown 
old. While I was trying to figure out why these cops had-
n't aged like me, the train was coming out of the tunnel 
onto an elevated structure. It was also now daylight. I 
looked at my watch and it was only 4:05 am. When I 
looked out of the train window there was no buildings, 
only rivers, water falls and trees. I could see we were no 
longer in Brooklyn or Queens. Instead of the GG train, it 
looked like I was on the Durango and Silverton Railroad 
in Colorado, when I saw the angels þying I realized we 
were approaching Heaven. 
     This was either a dream or I was dead. If it was a 
dream, I didn't want to wake up, which I eventually did 
before we reached the terminal station called Heaven. 
After waking up, God told me to design a Railroad Pass 
so we could all get on the same train to Heaven when 
our time is up on earth. 
 
If you would like a real pass you can write to me with a S.A.S.E.  
Harry Hassler, 29 Second Ave., Massapequa Park, N.Y. 11762. 
The Heaven Bound Train is one train we don't want to miss! 

Ode to E. B. Bradley  

Locomotive Engineer 
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 

 
Oh to be in the land of the free 
     Nineteen hundred and sixty three 
In the Sunshine State it's not too late 
     To see Seaboard Air Line and Coast Line freight 
Passengers too, from New York State 
     Phosphate, fast freight, a Doodlebug too 
Most E's are old, GP30's are new 
     RF&P's borrowed, FEC's blue 
Champ Davis is gone, but purple paint seeps 
     On buildings, baggage cars, and CN&L geeps 
Two teenage boys and an old engineer 
     To them he's a hero, I want you to hear 
As he calls TN tower to get all the dope 
     No pigs tonight, seventy six won't lope 
The Normans and Nicks and the railroad dicks* 
     All know the Old Man will be gettin' his kicks 
The Coast Line knows, he's just who they need 
     A real ballast scorcher, the last of his breed 
Nineteen hundred and eighty three 
     It's just not the same as it used to be 
The two boys are grown and the Old Man's bones 
     Have joined Champ Davis and John Luther Jones 
Tampa Union Station, still standing and proud 
     I try to listen but it's just too loud 
The freeways and planes drown out the trains 
     And the memories of youth are filled with pain. 

Joseph Toth, Jr. 
June 24, 1983 

* Railroad Dicks are Railroad Police 

My Trip On The Heaven Bound Train 
By Harry Hassler 

REA - Second Vice President 

 
ñThe effective, fervent prayer  
of a righteous man avails muchò 

James 5:16b 



ñLord Jesus, help me see myself as You see me.ò 

Harry & Barbra Hasslers grandkids, Luke Demeo 
spreading the Good News to those on the Read-
ing & Blue Mountain RR. Granddaughter, Jodie 
Demeo on the Long Island Railroad also passed 
out tracts. It was also the last day of the historic  
Ringling & Barman 
and Bailey Circus 
in America since 
1917. Ending  on 
May 21, 2017. 
 

é. Connecting the dots é. 

The Caboose of the train was itôs office. Connect the 
dots beginning at 1, then 2, 3 and so forth. You can also 
color the Caboose any color you want when finished. 

Association of 
American Railroads 

Hey kids!  Send us your photos, stories, poems and your interest in trains or Model Railroading. Send to: REA, PO Box 5026, Vancouver, WA 98668 

JESUS MADE THE WAY 
By  Ruth P. Overholtzer 

(Courtesy Child Evangelism Fellowship, Inc.) 

 

ñask. . . in my nameò John 14:13-15 
 

   Have you noticed that at the end of our prayers we 
say, ñfor Jesusô sake,ò or ñin Jesusô nameò? Way do 
we do this? It is because we cannot speak to God in 
any other way except through His Son, the Lord Je-
sus Christ. We are sinful. We cannot come to a holy 
God in our sins and ask Him for favors. But the Lord 
Jesus is without sin. It is only because He died for 
our sins that we can come to God. When we come 
to Him in Jesusô name, God delights to hear and 
answer us. We can be sure that He will forgive our 
sins because of the Lord Jesus. Donôt let it be just 
ñwordsò when you say, ñfor Jesusô sake,ò for just 
words do not count with God. He looks on the heart 
to see if you really mean it.  

òNow this is the 
confidence that we 
have in Him, that if 

we ask anything 
according to His 
will, He hears us.ó 

I John 5:14  
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Jeremy Neff 
1015 Commerce Ave. 
Vero Beach, FL  32960 
 
Michael Behn # 292354 
PO Box 861 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
 
Richard F. Bryant  #262261-P2-121-S 
Gulf Correctional Institution  Annex 
Ike Steele Rd. 
WeWahitchka, FL  32465-0010 
 
Jay E. Glenewinkel   #56817-280 
FCI 
PO Box 5000  
Oakdale, LA  71463 
 
Carl Sonne  #77049  NCF 
138  E. Milan Road   
Berlin, NH  03570 
 
The following TWO names at the same facility. 
David A. Meeks  Larson 2 North 
Shawn McMullin 
Logansport State Hospital 
1098 South State Rd  25 
Logansport, IN 46947 
 
Harold Rector  c/o Linda Watts 
4816 Dayton Blvd. Apt. #5 
Chattanooga, TN  37415 
 
Justino A. Santana, Jr #S07551, A2-113L 
Franklin Correctional Institution 
1760 Hwy 67 North 
Carrabelle, FL  32322 
  
The following Two names at the same facility. 
>Bryan K. Rutosky E 54855 
>Scott Hicks Q 32537 
Holmes Correctional Institution 
3142 Thomas Dr. 
Bonifay, FL 32425 
 
Samuel Upthegrove 469578 
Wisconsin Resourse Center 
PO Box 220 
Winnebago, WI 54985 
 
Donald Sprinkle 0-P 27187  A2114V 
New River Correctional Insitution 
PO Box 900 
Railford, FL  32083 

Friends of REA is for those who are 
incarcerated or confined to a facility 
who receive REAôs Railroad Evange-
list, ñAll Aboard!ò and would like to 
correspond with other REAers. 

 
Be patient in writing our railroad related 
inmates.  Be consistent in writing to them 
as they need our encouragement, prayers 
and support. Mail your letters direct to 
them. If your letters are returned, there is 
probably no use in re-sending them as 
addresses change without getting new 
ones. REMEMBER, do not use address 
labels or REA stickers on envelopes un-
less you have the inmates say it is okay. 

Please Note 

Further information contact: 
Rev. Steve Seidler 
810 18th Street SE 
Owatonna, MN  55060 

ñA cheerful heart  
does good like a medicineò 

Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible 

>In life, itôs important to know 
when to stop arguing with people 
and simply let them be wrong. 

>My parents spanked me as a 
child, as a result, I now suffer from 
a psychological condition known 
as ñrespect for othersò. 

>A bad attitude is like a flat tire. If 
you donôt change it, you will never 
go anywhere. 

>Research has shown that laugh-
ing for 2 minutes is just as healthy 
as a 20 minute jog. So now Iôm 
sitting in the park laughing at all 
the joggers. 

>Iôve reach the age where my train 
of thought often leaves the station 
without me. 

>The oldest computer can be 
traced back to Adam and Eve. 
Surprise, surprise! 
It was a Apple, but with extremely 
limited memory, just 1 byte.  
Then everything crashed. 
 
> It doesn't matter what you think 
of me, because my imaginary 
friends think Iôm special. 

> At my age, rolling out of bed in 
the morning is the easy part.  Get-
ting up off the floor is a whole oth-
er story. 

> Wife texts husband on a cold 
winter morning. ñWindows frozen, 
wonôt open.ò  Husband texts back: 
ñGently pour some lukewarm water 
over it and then gently tap the edg-
es with a hammer.ò  Wife texts 
back 10 minutes later: ñComputer 
really messed up now.ò 

> I used to wonder what it would 
be like to read other peopleôs 
minds.  Then I got a Facebook 
account, and now I am over it. 

> Put the politicians on minimum 
wage and watch how fast things 
change! 

N.A.R.V.R.E. 
National Association of Retired and  
Veteran Railroad Employees 

 
Since 1937 NARVRE has worked to help pro-
tect the Railroad Retirement Act.  Next NAR-
VRE Convention: May 20-22, 2018, Council 
Bluffs, IA. at the Hilton Garden Inn. To find out 
more about NARVRE you can call them tool 
free at 1-800-551-2588 or their web page at 
www.narvre.info 

For information on how to 
begin a REA Chapter or a 
REA Fellowship in your area 

see our web page 
RailHopeAmerica.com  
 or write the Editor. 

At the past REA Conference many com-
mitted themselves to make a monthly 
financial PLEDGE (promise) to REA.   
Pray and ask the Lord if you should 
make a pledge to REA and how much 
you should give, then trust God to help 
you meet that financial commitment  
each month.  Your monthly pledge will 
help REA to continue publishing the ev-
erlasting gospel through the Railroad 
Evangelist magazine ñAll Aboard!ò.  We 
are believing God for increasing opportu-
nities to have a greater impact and influ-
ence upon the Railroad Community world
-wide.   God Bless you!  
         Send your monthly pledge to: 
  

REA 
255 State Route 49 
Cleveland, NY 13042 

New for REA! 
Thanks to Donald Howell, Director of De-
velopment and Ministry Advancement for 
REA has made available very nice embroi-
dered  REA logo on either a blue or pink 
polo shirt. 

For size, color choice and price 
(very reasonable) contact Don 
Howell via telephone or e-mail. 
 

703-988-1966 
RailHopeAmerica@gmail.com 
(soon to be available online) 

 

If you have not chosen the King-
dom of God first, it will in the 
end make no difference what 
you have chosen instead. For 
you have missed the purpose for 
which you were created, and you 
will have forsaken the only thing 
that satisfies.   - William Law 



Past   
Luther S. Harkey, (to the left,1885-1949) was a railroad engineer  from Sanford, Florida.  Soon after his conversion to Christ in 1926, the fire of the 
gospel message burned in his heart to share the Good News of his salvation with his fellow railroad employees. Luther did this fervently and faithfully 
until he went home to be with the Lord in May 1949.  As the gospel fire burned in his heart for the lost, Luther's vision also began to  grow to reach 
out to those railroad employees who were beyond his sphere of personal witness.  Luther believed the printed page was the way he could  ñGo into 
all the world and preach the gospelò. In September of 1938 the first Railroad Evangelist magazine was published.   
    Joining together with others Luther found and incorporated The Railroad Evangelistic Association in Sanford,Florida in January of 1941, as a non-
denominatioinal  Christian 501 (3) (c) evangelistic work. 
   Over the years men and women have caught the vision of REA and have freely given of their time, talent and finances to continue this unique 
literature evangelistic-missionary work. 

As we look to our future we continue to be excited and challenged as we look for new opportunities and ways to impact this unique mission railway 
mission field with the life saving power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Through our REA Prayer Covenant  we are asking God to rise up the next generation of railroad ñlaborersò who will catch the vision of REA and will 
commit themselves with their time, talent and resources for the continuing proclamation of the Good News through the Railroad Evangelist maga-
zine. 
Since 1938 the Good News of Jesus Christ has been published through the RAILROAD EVANGLIST magazine.  We are committed to continue to 
do so as we believe everyone, everywhere needs to be on the right track to Heaven through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ!òéñALL 
ABOARD!ò 
       Join us today and be a part of Rails across America and around the world. 

future  

Today,  almost 80 years later we are still committed to the same vision and goals that were set forth from the beginning of REA. 
REAôs purpose is two-fold: We exist to encourage, strengthen, challenge and inspire Christian railroad people worldwide and to proclaim the Good 
News of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. 

The Railroad Evangelist magazine ñAll Aboard!ò continues to be sent out and distributed across America and around the world as a literature 
evangelistic-missionary work to the railroad community. 
Each August REA holds their National Convention in beautiful Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  It is a wonderful week of fellowship, sharing railroad stories, 
worship, singing, contructive enouraging, and prayer.  During this time new REA officers are elected and further business of REA is conducted.  
Everyone, including children, rail fans, and model railroaders, are welcome to attend the National REA Convention.  For more information, map, and historic 
surrounding activities,  see our web pages on back cover. 

Present  

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllAll Aboard!  

What is RailHope America? 
RailHope America is a new expression that connects 
and identifies the  Railroad Evangelistic Association as a 
member of International Railway Missions.  For further infor-
mation see the IRM web page at: www.Railway-Mission.net. 
You are invited to join with us in proclaiming the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to the entire railroad community 
worldwide.  REA has no paid staff.  Your membership, subscrip-
tions and tax deductible financial gifts go directly to print and mail 
the Railroad Evangelist magazine, ñAll Aboard!ò.  Membership 
in the Railroad Evangelistic Association is open to all 
Christians who have a desire to reach the entire railroad 
community worldwide with the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  For $20.00 you will receive your REA Annual 
membership card ($10.00) and a one year subscription 
($10.00 - 3 issues) to the R  E  maga-
zine, ñAll Aboard!ò. You also can become a ñRailroad 
Evangelistò by getting them in bulk supply to spread the 
everlasting gospel seed in your area. 

wwwRailHopeAmerica.com  or  wwwRailroadEvangelist.com 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA 
Please check the appropriate box. 

____I am an active railroad employee. 
____I am a former/retired railroad employee. 
____My spouse is/was an active/former/retired railroad  
        employee. 
____I am a model railroad hobbyist. 
____I am a rail fan enthusiast. 
____My interest in REA is 
__________________________________________ 
 
____Sending $10.00 for REA membership for one year. 
____Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription. 
____LIFE TIME membership & single subscription for a one      
        time price of $300.00. 
____I would like to make a donation._____________ 

 
Please cut, photocopy or send information  

pertaining to the above application form and mail it to:   
REA 

255 State Route 49 
Cleveland, NY  13042 MISSION STATEMENT: The Railroad Evangelistic Association exists to proclaim the 

Good News of Jesus Christ to the entire railroad community worldwide and to promote 
mutual Christian fellowship among, though not limited to, those of the railroad industry,  
the model railroad hobbyist and the rail  fan enthusiast. 

ñP   G  N   1938òñP   G  N   1938òñP   G  N   1938ò   
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- Reaching out to the entire Railroad community - 

 
 
Introducing  
our new REA  
Introductory 
Brochure. 
The color bro-
chure is 5.5 X 
8.5 handout. 
(The replicas on 
this page are not 
to scale.) 

To the left is 
the front cov-
er, in color.  
To the right is 
back cover. 
The inside is 
illustrated be-

low. 
Some modifi-
cation had to 
be made to 
have it all fit on 
this page. 
You can order 
our new  

brochure direct 
from the  
editor, 

(Joe Spooner) 
for a donation 
to REA to help 
cover printing 
and postage.  
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Room rate for the week - including meals & tax: 
                Double occupancy....$325.00 (each) 
                Single occupancyé.$355.00  
           Three or more in a roomé.$295.00 (each) 
                              (Prices subject to change) 
 
         Please send in your $20.00 (non-refundable)  

deposit as soon as possible to: 
 

REA Registrar 
Mrs. Beverly Salloum 
720 W. Thomas Street 
Rome, NY 13440 

(315) 368-8612 (cell - prefers texting) 
E-mail: rev.salloum@gmail.com 

 
NOTE: All Conference frees must be paid no later than 
August 1, 2018 to our REA Registrar.  Thank you! 
REGISTRATION:  Receive name tag and room key is on 
Monday August 20th from 3-5 PM.  Dinner at 5:00 PM. 

 
NOTE: 

Day guests $15.00 plus any meals 

 

AREA ATTRACTIONS 
 

Located within driving distance is: 
 

>NEW!  MUSEUM of the BIBLE.  Washington DC. 
>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 15 minutes. 
>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive. 
>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive. 
>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive. 
>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 
>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 
>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30 minutes. 
>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive. 
>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours 

  
-PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! - 

Begin planning to attend the 77th National  
Railroad Evangelistic Association  
Convention - Everyone is Welcome! 

August 20ï 24, 2018 
 

Located in the peaceful hills of Pennsylvania at the  
Bongiorno Conference Center 

430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013 

Jesus said, 
ñI am the way, the truth and the life.   

No one comes to the Father except through Meò. 
John 14:6 

       - G      - 
 
First you have to believe that God really does love you, just the 
way you are, right now, He will accept you today. ñBut God 
demonstrates His love towards us, in that while we were yet 
sinner, Christ died for us.ò Romans 5:8 
Our sins separate us from God and will keep us from entering into 
His Everlasting kingdom when we die. 
ñFor all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God...For 
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.ò Romans 3:23 & 6:23. 
The message of Jesus is very clear and simple, He said, the 
ñkingdom of God is at hand, repent and believe the gospelò  
Mark 1:15 The gospel is ñgood newsò; we will be forgiven of all our 
sins and we can live for Him now and forever. 
 
You can pray and ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins and be-
come a child of God and His forever family. 
ñBut as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become the children of God, even to those who believe in His 
name.ò John 1:12.  See the progression? First you believe in His 
name, (Jesus) and who He said He was, (John 14:6). Second, you 
receive Jesus into your life, forgiving you of all your sins and third, 
you become a child of God. 
 
You can use the following prayer as a model and make it you own, 
or you can use your own words, God seeôs the intend of your heart. 
 
ñGod, be merciful to me a sinner.  I repent and renounce all my 
sins, both know and hidden.  I ask you Lord Jesus to forgive me, 
come into my life, make yourself real to me, fill me with your Holy 
Spirit to help and empower me to live for You all the days of my 
life, in Jesus name. Amen! 

FACT FAITH FEELING 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

As illustrated in the train graphic above representing you have 
placed your faith (trust, confidence) in what Jesus has done for 
you, fact, on the cross according to the Bible, the Word of God. 
Our salvation is not based on the way we feel but in the fact 
that our faith is founded in the word of God.  But Jesus did say, 
ñIf you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask 
what you desire, and it shall be done for you...These things I 
have spoken to you, that My joy may  remain in you, and that 
your joy may be full.ò                                          John 15: 7&11 
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ñWell done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lordò 

For a donation of any amount to the Cross Over Memorial page is a place where both God and your loved ones will be remembered and honored as it will 
help REA to continue publishing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the worldwide railroad community through the Railroad Evangelist magazine.    

ñWeeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.ò  Psalm 30:5 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lll

Lifeôs Journey 
Life is like a journey, taken on a train, with a pair of travelers at each window pain;  

I may sit beside you the whole journey  through, or I may be seated elsewhere, never knowing you;  
but if fate should place me to sit at your side,  Letôs be pleasant travelers, itôs so short a ride. 

Rev Marge Furman, International Railway Missions contact person in Vancouver, British Columbia Canada, en-
tered into Glory this past December 2017.   Great and vibrant servant of God in Africa and in North America, a pio-
neer mission leader working on to establish Railhope Canada , we in International Railway Mission join in prayer for 
God to grant His Divine Peace and comfort to the grieving family and friends!  

The photo to the left was in the Fall 2017 issue as Robert Stein and his great-great grandson Kaden 
Gariepy were sharing the Railroad Evangelist magazine ñAll Aboard!ò together.  Brother Stein passed 
away November 2017.  We know he will be missed by his family and grandchildren.  Robert Stein, was 
a retired Burlington Northern machinist and his great-great grandson who is enthusiastic by anything 
train related.                   

Bro Victor Swamidoss, faithful husband, pastor and Railroad Evangelist since 1967 lost 
his beloved wife, Ruby Victor and faithful co-worker in the Lord who went home to be with 
her Savior December 2017.    
. ñPrecious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.ò Psalm 116:15 
Amen. MARANATHA! 

Richard Deane, Jr. by his sister Susan Deane 
Richard was a U.S. Navy Veteran. He died peacefully at home October 2017. Retrired from Fairmount Park Commission. 
Psalm 37:18  ñThe Lord knoweth the days of the upright; and their inheritance shall be forever.ò 

Butch Jacobs by sister Tina Mooney 

Billy Graham, (in cap)  
with F. Nelson Blount,  
know as the  ñMan from 
Steam townò in the cab of 
one of his steam engines. 

Man of Influence:  Billy Graham   November 7, 1918 - February 21, 2018 

Billy Graham, a man of humility and integrity influ-
enced millions for the kingdom of God both young and 
old alike with the simple gospel message that Jesus 
Christ died for our sins on the cross. 
    Billy Graham once said, ñOne day you will read or 
hear that Billy Graham is dead.  Donôt believe a word 
of it. I shall be more alive than I am now. I will just 
have changed my address. I will have gone into the 
presence of God.ò   
    Left, Billy is preaching to a crowd of over 10,000 in 
October 1950 at the Minneapolis Auditorium according 
to the Minneapolis Morning Tribune.  Hundreds of 
railroad men where also there.  Someone  from REA 
placed the Railroad Crossing signal next to the podi-
um. 
    At the Billy Graham Library at Wheaton Collage in 
Illinois they have nearly a complete collection of the 
Railroad Evangelist Magazine from 1940 to the pre-
sent thanks to former long-time and faithful editor, 
Herman R. Rose. 

https://www.facebook.com/marge.furman?fref=mentions
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REA/IRM Evangelist Arulraj 
spending some time  with Rev. 
Victor Swamidoss in Chennai, 
India. Rev. Swamidoss is the 
founder of Indian Railways Prayer 
Fellowship. He began  Prayer in 
Railways on Oct 20th 1953.  Ac-
tive for 65 years in Rail Ministries 
he brought International Railway 
fellowships to India in 1967! God 
bless him abundantly as he con-
tinues to minister for His Glory! 

International 
Railway Missions 

N ineteen-year-old Hannah Tuck has been appointed 
Chaplain for Wales and the Marches' railway net-

work by Christian charity; Railway Missions. She will be 
working closely with Arriva Trains Wales staff and part-
ners at Network Rail and British Transport Police. 
 
    Railway Mission executive director Liam Johnston 
welcomed Mrs. Tuck to the chaplaincy team, saying: 
ñChaplaincy is not about age, but compassion and care 
for people. Hannah has demonstrated that even through 
her childhood, she has always put others first and shown 
the care and love for others that makes her the ideal 
chaplain. The Railway Chaplaincy service has helped 
many people ï particularly after fatalities and other inci-
dents. They provide an essential service for our col-
leagues and customers and Iôm sure Hannah will provide 
excellent support to those who need it. 

T  M   

RailHope South Africa in Durban 

Britain's youngest railway Chaplain 

Greetings from the King-
dom of Swaziland with 
the NEW Railhope Swa-
ziland,  with Hazel  
Govender of RailHope 
South Africa and Evan-
gelist ArulRaj from Rail-
Hope India.  

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll ll
Gust Melonas, SP&S Railway (Seattle, Portland & Spokane 
RR) Stevenson Section Foreman (3rd from left, white shirt), 
with an all Greek section crew at Stevenson, Washington, 
(picture 1908).  Gust came from Lamia, Greece and helped 
build the SP&S Columbia River Gorge Route.  Melonas 
was a Gang Foreman and also helped build the Wishram, 
Washington yard and Oregon Trunk line. 

Gust Melonas has two sons, Sam and John, both who 
worked for SP&S and Burlington Northern rail-
roads.   The Melonas family hired hundreds of railroad-
ers in their careers and due to their accomplishments, 
the Melonas siding has been named in their honor.  The 
10,000 foot BNSF Railway mainline siding is the first 
siding constructed in the Columbia River Gorge in over a 
decade.  The siding is at MP 47.2- MP 49.2 on the 
Fallbridge division located west of Stevenson at North 
Bonneville, Washington.  This is near where the SP&S 
Gold Spike was driven in 1908.  At the Gold Spike event, 
Melonas was in attendance as was the President of the 
US and James J. Hill, President of the Great Northern 
Railway.  Hill stayed in Melonasô camped twice and en-
joyed the Greek food. 

Editors Note: In the Spring 2017 issue we published 
Sam Melonasô obituary along with his photo.  Your editor 
knew Sam Melonas and worked with his son Gus for a 
short time on the Camas section for Burlington Northern 
RR. Photo on back cover was taken at Wishram, Wash-
ington.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100012427058900
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100012427058900
https://www.facebook.com/arulraj


Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine 
We are always looking for original railroad related photos, drawings and stories, articles, personal testimonies (300 - 800 words) or poems that 
would be of a spiritual interest to our readers of the Railroad Evangelist magazine.   Currently the Railroad Evangelist magazine is published 
three times a year. Material received will be returned upon request. For further information or questions contact the editor.   

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll ll
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ñHis compassions fail not, they are new every morningò 
Lamentations 3:22-23 

A s we continue on the track of our life'sô journey in 2018 there will 
come, no doubt,  things we didnôt see 
coming.  It really doesn't matter if they 
are seemingly insignificant small con-
cerning only us or something much larg-
er involving many others, we must ñkeep 
our hand on the throttle and our eyes 
upon the railò as the song writer wrote. 
 
    I ponder Ephesian 5:20, the Apostle 
Paul said, ñgiving thanks always for all 
things to God the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.ò  When I 
think of ñall thingsò I also have to contem-
plate the seemingly ñbadò things that 
happen to us and our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. 
 
    We often quote Romans 8:28, where 
is says, ñAnd we know that all things 
work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called ac-
cording to His purpose.ò That is a very 
comforting word when we are going 
through a long dark tunnel, one that we 
can hang on to until we come out the 
other side and we can clearly see that 
Jesus really is the light at the end of the 
tunnel. 
 
    I canôt help but think of Job as he was going through all these terrible attacks from the enemy, his dear 
wife, sweetly said, ñCurse God and die!...But Job said to her ñShall we indeed accept good from God, 
and shall we not accept adversity?ò  (Job 1:9,10) 
 
    We just canôt always understand why we are going through certain trials of adversity but for the time being 
the word tells us ñgiving thanks always for all thingsò.  One day, and that day will come soon enough, when 
we come to the end of the line of our life's journey upon this earth and we can take great comfort in Pauls' 
words, ñFor now we see in a mirror, dimly, but than face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall 
know just as I also am known.ò  (I Corinthians 13:12) 
 
    Dear brothers and sisters, whatever we may have or will go through in the future, we know He is with us as 
we have His word on it: ñthough I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
you are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.ò  (Psalm 23:4) 
 
Tomorrow is a new day of renewed hope for ñHis compassions fail not, they are new every morningò. 
                                         
                                                                                                                                        ð  Joe Spooner 
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