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Bible dictionary
Bible pictures and maps
CD players
chart paper
Christian music – books,  

sheets, recordings
Christian videos and DVDs
crayons
digital camera
digital camcorder
drawing paper

writing paper 
DVD recorder/player
milk crates
paper – letter, drawing, pen-

cils, pens, markers
poster boards
robes, scarves 
old clothing
scissors, glue, paste
video player

BASIC SUPPLIES
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The Teacher’s Guide
Liberating Faith Studies 

Summer Quarter: June – August 2020
Prepared by Rev. Tashara S. Void

Lesson 1 June 7, 2020
The Call of Wisdom

Devotional Reading: Psalm 34:11-18
Lesson Scripture: Proverbs 1
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 1:1-4, 7-8, 10, 20-22, 32-33

Key Verse: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 1:7

Lesson Goals: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1.  Recognize the value of godly wisdom for discerning the 

direction one should go.
2. Evaluate reasons and motivations for why people do not 

heed wisdom.
3.  Construct strategies not only to spread wisdom but to help 

people make a conscious effort to apply the standards of 
wisdom.

Key Terms
• Wise Dealing – Show oneself attentive.
• Simple – Lacking depth of understanding; inexperienced.
• Scoffers – Mockers.
• Equity – Even, level, upright.
• Prudence – Skill and good judgment.
• Fear – Reverence, deep respect.
• Shrewdness – Power of devising; discretion.
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• Waywardness – Turning away, renunciation of belief.

Complacency – Self-satisfaction accompanied by unawareness 
of deficiencies.Teaching Strategies
1.  Have students list some influencers (people who have a big 

following), i.e. – pastors of mega churches, reality TV stars, 
political leaders, athletes, etc. Have the class list something 
these influencers have said or done that has influenced other 
people, and give the effects of their action or words.

2.  Ask students who they identify with in the Case Study. If 
some identify themselves as Harriet Tubman, ask how it felt 
to be in that position? How did it feel to be the voice of wisdom 
(to call out, to know there is better for someone or a group and 
be rejected)?

3.  Then ask about a time when they were a part of a group 
that did not listen to wisdom. What kept them from moving 
forward? What stopped them from listening to wisdom? What 
was the result of them not taking heed to wisdom’s warnings? 
How do we generally handle rejection of our wisdom? Do we 
in turn reject the person (or group of people) or, do we change 
our tactics?

4.  Lessons to Myself from My Younger and Older Self – have the 
students write a letter from their younger self to their current 
self.

Resources: Any instructional materials that are needed by 
teacher to teach lessons effectively, including but not limited to 
props, reference tools, chart paper, videos, charts, music, regalia, 
etc. 
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Lesson 2     June 14, 2020
The Value of Wisdom

Devotional Reading: Proverbs 2:12-22
Lesson Scripture: Genesis 39; Proverbs 2
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 2:1-11

Key Verse: “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding.” Proverbs 2:6
Lesson Goals: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1.  Understand that the search for the wisdom that comes from 

God is more important than striving for wealth or any other 
temporal gain.

2.  Value ways God’s wisdom guides our lives.
3.  Grow more consistent in aligning one’s heart, will, and 

thoughts with God’s wisdom.

Key Terms
• Incline – To lean towards. 

• Faithful – Active practice of kindness or piety, loyalty rooted 
in belief.

• Scoffers – Those who make fun of/show contempt.

• Upright – Morally correct behavior or thinking.

• Good – Pleasant and agreeable.

• Fear – Reverence, deep respect.

• Blameless – Having integrity/without fault.

• Soul – Inner being of a person.

• Complacency – Self-satisfaction accompanied by 
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unawareness of deficiencies.

Teaching Strategies
1. Go through each If-Then statement and have students match

the If… statement with the Then… statement. It is okay if
some are used twice. There are no right or wrong answers.
The key is to have the students expand their understanding of
wisdom and the effects wisdom has.

2. Have students describe the best gift they have ever received,
and what made it so. Guide the class in comparing these
reasons to the reasons we value the gift of wisdom.

3.  Describe the connections wisdom might hold with
righteousness and justice (v. 9). Can they be separated? Why
or why not?

4. Ask: If you seek wisdom, will you also find God? Have student
defend their answers.

5. Compare and contrast godly wisdom with various categories
of worldly wisdom.

6. Compare and contrast wisdom, knowledge, prudence, and
understanding (vs. 10-11).
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The Teacher’s Guide
Senior Lessons

Summer Quarter: June 2020 – August 2020
Prepared by Ben Howard, Tim Gossett, Mark Simone, 

Maureen Supple

Lesson 1     June 7, 2020
Careful Keepers

Focus Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:1-10 
Key Verses: Keep the commandments of the Lord your God by 
walking in his ways and by fearing him, because the Lord your 
God is bringing you to a wonderful land, a land with streams of 
water, springs, and wells that gush up in the valleys and on the 
hills. Deuteronomy 8:6-7 (CEB)

Take-Away
Christian disciples should listen to the teachings of Scripture 
and follow God’s commandments carefully.

Bible Background 
•  The opening verse of chapter 8 is key for all that follows and 

provides the chapter theme. 
•  “The entire commandment” (verse 1) refers to the Ten 

Commandments, not a larger body of laws. The commandments 
are stated in chapter 5. 

•  This chapter emphasizes the real danger of the Israelites’ 
forgetfulness. First, they may forget about how God cared 
for them while wandering in the wilderness. (God led, fed, 
and clothed them; verses 2-4.) Second, they may forget 
God’s commandments after living in a rich and bountiful land, 
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focusing on their own accomplishments (verses 11-18). 
•  Deuteronomy contains several verses similar to other parts 

of the book. For example, chapter 8 is quite similar to the 
message of Deuteronomy 4:1-40. Verse 4 is repeated in 
Deuteronomy 29:5 (and again in Nehemiah 9:21). 

•  Those who wrote this section of Deuteronomy likely lived in a 
time shortly before Israel was conquered. The threat of verse 
20 apparently was seen as highly likely, and the message of 
this chapter may have been a final appeal to the people. 

Artistic Inspiration
Hand out various art supplies for the students to use. If time 
permits, call on volunteers to tell about their individual verses and 
explain why they designed them in the style they did. Suggest 
they display their verses at home as reminders. 

Lesson 2     June 14, 2020
The Value of Wisdom

Focus Scripture: 1 Kings 18:20-39  
Key Verse: All the people saw this and fell on their faces. “The 
Lord is the real God! The Lord is the real God!” they exclaimed. 
1 Kings 18:39 (CEB) 
Take-Away
Often we are tempted to follow others, but only God offers the 
power of salvation and the gift of real love. 

Bible Background
•  The phrase translated “go limping” in verse 21 is challenging 

to translate, and it is useful to check out other translations. In 
Hebrew, the phrase is an idiom that literally means “hobbling 
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upon two branches” and brings to mind the image of a bird 
jumping between branches. This same phrase is is used in 
verse 26 to describe the prophet’s ineffective “hopping dance.”

• Elijah goes out of his way to make sure the deck is fully
stacked in Baal’s favor and the context is very public. In verse
27, Elijah even makes fun of Baal for not being omnipresent
(“wandered away”) or omnipotent (“perhaps he is asleep”).

• Mount Carmel was the highest point in the geographical area,
a short range of coastal mountains separating Israel on the
south and Phoenicia (the center of Baal worship) to the north.

• Elijah’s repair of the destroyed altar of the Lord recalls
Joshua’s twelve-stone altar set up when Israel first entered
the Promised Land.

• The twelve stones represent the unity of the tribes during the
days of the monarchy. It symbolically acts as a sign that Ahab
has no authority.

Ranking Their Power
There are no perfect rankings because power comes in many 
forms. Some people have a great desire for power. And sometimes 
we give things or people undeserved power. Today’s Bible verses 
are about powerful people who put their trust in something that 
was not so powerful. 
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The Teacher’s Guide
Intermediate Lessons

Summer Quarter: June 2020 – August 2020
Prepared by Faith M. Waters

Lesson 1     June 7, 2020
The Call of Wisdom

Lesson Scripture: Proverbs 1
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 1:1-4, 7-8, 10, 20-22, 32-33 
Key Verse: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 1:7

Lesson Goals: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Recognize the importance of godly wisdom when making 

decisions.
2. Value godly wisdom as life choices are decided.
3. Consult the Word of God to make wise decisions.

Vocabulary

•	 Wisdom – The ability to judge rightly.

•	 Righteousness – Behaving according to God’s Word.

•	 Equity – Acting fairly.

•	 Shrewdness – Cleverness (at judging people or 
situations).

•	 Prudence – Carefulness.

•	 Entice – To persuade.

•	 Scoffers – Those who ridicule others.

•	 Complacency – To be satisfied.
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Teaching Strategies
1. Proverb is a translation of the Hebrew word mashal, which 

means “a saying.”
2. Ice Breaker: say to the class, “Can you remember any current 

news stories or headlines that exhibit people acting foolishly? 
What about people making wise decisions?” The class can 
give examples of friends or family members acting foolishly 
or wisely. After they respond, say, “Today we will discuss 
the importance of using godly wisdom when faced with life 
situations.”

3. Be sensitive to students who live with parents who do not 
use wisdom when making personal decisions, which in turn 
negatively impacts their lives.

4. Be sensitive to students who have issues with identifying 
wisdom as a female. It is important to explain how wisdom is 
being personified in the scriptures.  

5. Be sensitive towards students who may have learning 
disabilities, and are called offensive names by others. They 
may not feel comfortable talking about using wisdom.  

6. Life Application answers: 1. Bezaleel was a wise artist and 
builder. He designed and supervised the construction of the 
tabernacle and its utensils in the wilderness; 2. Joshua was 
a wise leader. He learned by observing Moses, obeyed God, 
and led the Israelites into the Promised Land; 3. Abigail was 
a wise wife. She managed her household very well in spite 
of a husband who was a mean alcoholic; 4. Stephen was a 
wise leader. He organized the distribution of the food to the 
Grecian widows and preached the Gospel to the Jews; and 5. 
Jesus Christ was a wise youth. Jesus is a wise Savior; and, 
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he embodies the wisdom of God. Jesus Christ not only lived a 
perfect life, but died on the cross to save us and make God’s 
wise plan of eternal life available to us.          

Resources: Newspapers, magazines  

Lesson 2    June 14, 2020
The Value of Wisdom

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 39; Proverbs 2 
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 2:1-11  
Key Verse: For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. Proverbs 2:6 

Lesson Goals: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1.  Know that God will fulfill all our needs.
2.  Desire God’s wisdom more than craving wealth or fame. 
3. Focus our hearts on the will and wisdom of God on a consistent 

basis. 
Vocabulary

•	 Wisdom – The ability to judge rightly.     

•	 Righteousness – Behaving according to God’s Word.

•	 Equity – Fairness toward others.

•	 Treasure – To accumulate and store something valuable.

•	 Prudence – Carefulness.

•	 Attentive – Listening or watching carefully.

•	 Blameless – Having done nothing bad or wrong.

Teaching Strategies
1.  Ice Breaker: After everyone arrives, say, “We are going to 
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play a game of Hide and Seek. Instead of you hiding, I hid 
small gifts around the room, such as book markers, wrapped 
candy, fruit, plastic bracelets, etc. You have 5 minutes to find 
the treasures. Go!” (You can find small gifts on sites like the 
Oriental Trading website.) Once youth are finished, tell them, 
“You looked diligently for the treasures hidden around the 
room. God wants us to diligently seek out and value God’s 
wisdom contained in the Bible. We will be blessed in doing 
so.” 

2.  Be sensitive towards students who may live in impoverished 
areas and have no valuables. 

3. Be sensitive towards students who may be experiencing 
injustice.

4. Be sensitive to students who have issues with identifying 
wisdom as a woman. It is important to explain how wisdom is 
personified in the scriptures. 

5.  Read Genesis 39 and prepare for class by identifying how 
Joseph acted wisely, the injustices he suffered, and how 
God gave him favor. Divide the class in two. After each side 
discusses their responses, ask if any of them have experienced 
injustices, or discuss current events that demonstrate injustice.

Helpful Hints 
1. We have to follow God’s plan for our lives when we practice 

wisdom.
2. The church offers youth opportunities to experience how 

knowledge, wisdom, justice, and faithfulness work together 
for the building of God’s kingdom. 

Resources: Paper, pencils
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The Teacher’s Guide
Junior Lessons

Summer Quarter: June – August 2020
Prepared by Rev. Rachel Williams-Glenn

Lesson 1      June 7, 2020
Listen to God’s Wisdom

Lesson Scripture: Proverbs 1
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 1:1-4, 7-8, 10, 20-22, 32-33
Key Verse: Those who listen to me…will be secure...and will 
live at ease. Proverbs 1:33

Lesson Goals: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Compare the ways that modern people receive urgent 

messages to the way Wisdom reaches out to us.
2.  Explore how God uses one generation of believers to help 

another generation make godly choices.
3.  Understand why believers should listen to God’s wisdom.

Word Power!!!
• Equity – Fairness.

• Entice – To tempt or lure.

• Scoffers – People who make fun of others.

• Fools – People who refuse to change or adjust to the wise 
way of living and being.

• Trinity – God in three persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) all 
wrapped into one.

• Wisdom – A quality of God that seeks to bring people back 
in right relationship with God.
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Teaching Strategies
1.  Either pass around the nursery rhymes you brought, or have 

students use the search engine on a mobile phone/table/ 
laptop to find some of their own. Then have students answer 
the questions in the “Getting Ready” section.

2.  Activity #1 – A Few Pieces of Advice answers: 1) The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 2) If sinners entice, do not 
consent. 3) Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 4) Those 
who listen to Wisdom will be secure and will live at ease. 

Resources: Some famous nursery rhymes (i.e. “Jack Sprat” 
and “Humpty Dumpty” are mentioned in the lesson); Hot Off the 
Presses newspaper image, breaking news TV image, phone text 
message box image; mobile device or laptop with search engine 
(such as: https://www.emmasdiary.co.uk/baby/lets-play/nursery-
rhymes)
Lesson 2     June 14, 2020

Godly Wisdom Pays Off
Lesson Scripture: Genesis 39; Proverbs 2
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 2:1-11
Key Verse: The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. Proverbs 2:6

Lesson Goals: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Understand why asking questions helps people know and 

fear God.
2.  Identify ways to tune our ears to wisdom and incline our hearts 

to understanding.
3.  Explore how we can show God we value the gift of wisdom.
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Word Power!!!
• Making Your Ear Attentive – Adjusting yourself so you are

able to make sense of what’s being shared.
• Inclining Your Heart – Choosing to focus on something or

someone.
• Insight – Correct and deep understanding of something.
• Fear the Lord – Showing God respect.
• Prudence – Wise choices.

Teaching Strategies
1. Activity #1 – Training to Fear God answers: 1. Make your

ear attentive 2. Incline your heart 3. Cry out for insight 4. Seek
it like silver 5. Accept my words.

2. Show your class some of the prayers and calls to worship
found in the back of the AME Book of Worship as well as some
kid friend prayers and calls to worship from the YPD Gazette,
Journal of Christian Education, and/or another source.

Resources: AME Book of Worship, YPD Gazette, Journal of 
Christian Education, kid friendly prayers, kid friendly calls to 
worship
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The Teacher’s Guide
Junior Lessons

Summer Quarter: June – August 2020
Prepared by Rev. Rachel Williams-Glenn

Lesson 1      June 7, 2020
Listen to God’s Wisdom

Lesson Scripture: Proverbs 1
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 1:1-4, 7-8, 10, 20-22, 32-33
Key Verse: Those who listen to me…will be secure...and will 
live at ease. Proverbs 1:33

Lesson Goals: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Compare the ways that modern people receive urgent 

messages to the way Wisdom reaches out to us.
2.  Explore how God uses one generation of believers to help 

another generation make godly choices.
3.  Understand why believers should listen to God’s wisdom.

Word Power!!!
• Equity – Fairness.

• Entice – To tempt or lure.

• Scoffers – People who make fun of others.

• Fools – People who refuse to change or adjust to the wise 
way of living and being.

• Trinity – God in three persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) all 
wrapped into one.

• Wisdom – A quality of God that seeks to bring people back 
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Teaching Strategies
1. Either pass around the nursery rhymes you brought, or have

students use the search engine on a mobile phone/table/
laptop to find some of their own. Then have students answer
the questions in the “Getting Ready” section.

2. Activity #1 – A Few Pieces of Advice answers: 1) The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 2) If sinners entice, do not
consent. 3) Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 4) Those
who listen to Wisdom will be secure and will live at ease.

Resources: Some famous nursery rhymes (i.e. “Jack Sprat” 
and “Humpty Dumpty” are mentioned in the lesson); Hot Off the 
Presses newspaper image, breaking news TV image, phone text 
message box image; mobile device or laptop with search engine 
(such as: https://www.emmasdiary.co.uk/baby/lets-play/nursery-
rhymes)
Lesson 2     June 14, 2020

Godly Wisdom Pays Off
Lesson Scripture: Genesis 39; Proverbs 2
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 2:1-11
Key Verse: The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. Proverbs 2:6

Lesson Goals: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Understand why asking questions helps people know and

fear God.
2. Identify ways to tune our ears to wisdom and incline our hearts

to understanding.
3. Explore how we can show God we value the gift of wisdom.
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Word Power!!!
• Making Your Ear Attentive – Adjusting yourself so you are

able to make sense of what’s being shared.
• Inclining Your Heart – Choosing to focus on something or

someone.
• Insight – Correct and deep understanding of something.
• Fear the Lord – Showing God respect.
• Prudence – Wise choices.

Teaching Strategies
1. Activity #1 – Training to Fear God answers: 1. Make your

ear attentive 2. Incline your heart 3. Cry out for insight 4. Seek
it like silver 5. Accept my words.

2. Show your class some of the prayers and calls to worship
found in the back of the AME Book of Worship as well as some
kid friend prayers and calls to worship from the YPD Gazette,
Journal of Christian Education, and/or another source.

Resources: AME Book of Worship, YPD Gazette, Journal of 
Christian Education, kid friendly prayers, kid friendly calls to 
worship
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