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If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 
will be given to you.

James 1:5 
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Many Faces of Wisdom

A friend listened as I explained my poor decision. I talked about 
some of the dynamics between the people involved (whom he didn’t 
know himself), which he would hold in confidence. These were  
aspects that I recognized after the whole thing sort of blew up. By the 
end of the story, my words and expressions conveyed my frustration 
over all that I could have avoided by applying some wisdom. 

There was a two- or three-second pause after I stopped talking 
before my friend said, “I’m sorry that happened. I understand how 
it could. I’ve done similar.” 

He didn’t lecture, judge, or reject. He didn’t try to fix anything, 
or excuse me for messing up, or try to tell me that I didn’t make a 
bad decision when I knew I had. My friend listened, cared, and also 
offered an invitation to wisdom—“I’ve done similar.”

After thanking him for listening and understanding, I followed up 
on his invitation, asking for his wisdom. That afternoon I learned 
more of my friend’s story and gained wisdom. I wish I would have 
asked him for advice on my situation before I jumped into my fate-
ful action. He would have given, and helped me avoid a mistake.  

Wisdom is not a bunch of knowledge and information we  
acquire and hold, but rather it is insight and good sense we use for 
living well. We don’t necessarily gain wisdom by simply reading a 
book, such as the book of Proverbs, though that is certainly a good 
way to start. Wisdom comes through experiences. There are two 
sources. The first is our own experiences and the second is wisdom 
that comes through the experiences of others.

Gaining wisdom through our own experience is good. This 
is what ordinary people do. The problem is that the amount of  
wisdom gained is limited to our own hard knocks.
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Gaining wisdom through the experiences of others is better. This is 
what wise people do, and especially before they need it. This way is 
also hard, but in a different way. We have to admit to ourselves, and 
also to someone else who can help us, that we are in over our heads 
and we don’t know what we are doing. It also means we must learn 
to ask questions and seek help. All this comes out of humility.

James 1:5 tells us about the better way to gain wisdom and 
whom to ask for it: “. . . you should ask God . . . .”

There is no better source for wisdom than God. He offers wis-
dom through every story, law, psalm, proverb, prophecy, and  
instruction in Scripture. All these offer wisdom through the context 
of the experience of real people and how God is working in their 
lives. We have much wisdom to gain from their experiences. 

God has given His invitation to come and gain wisdom. He is 
ready to listen to our prayer for help and respond in love with  
insight and wisdom for our lives. It is our turn to seek Him and ask.

The daily devotionals in this guide offer wisdom. They are rooted 
in Scripture and take us into the Bible. Each day begins with a 
story—experiences of people to lead us into truths and insights the 
authors serve to us from Scripture. Think of each devotional as a 
daily dose of wisdom with encouragement to be wise.

May you grow in wisdom as you delve into God’s Word, absorb 
the experiences of other people, and invest time to be with God—
who generously gives wisdom to all who seek Him.

Scott Stewart, Editor
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June 1

Peace Furthers Gospel Preaching

The word of God spread. The number of disciples 
in  Jerusalem increased rapidly (Acts 6:7).

Scripture: Acts 6:1-7
Song: “I Love to Tell the Story” 

New Park Street Chapel in London had long supported the 
preach-ing of God’s Word, including that of George Whitefield in 
the Great Awakening. But conflict erupted in 1771, when they 
called 20-year-old John Rippon as minister. Some, thinking he was 
too young, left to start another church. Instead of allowing 
the conflict to deepen, though, Rippon wisely encouraged his 
congregation to help pay for the breakaway group’s building, 
and he took part in their minister’s consecration. In 
consequence, both churches continued preaching the gospel, 
and Rippon’s church experienced revival. In 1853 Park Street 
called another young man, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, re-
nowned for his powerful preaching of God’s Word.

Conflict arose in the early church in Jerusalem, 
which could have ended the church’s witness. But the 
apostles encouraged the church to choose wise and godly men to 
oversee the food distribu-tion, and the problem was resolved. 
Because of that, the apostles could continue preaching, and the 
church grew rapidly.

Disagreements occur in the closest-knit groups, and feelings 
of anger and betrayal are hard to forgive. But God encourages 
us to seek wisdom in His Word and, with love and patience, 
make a way for peace.
Father, help us show forgiveness and Christ’s love amid conflict, so Your Word 
can spread to the world. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 2 

Courage to Take Off

The Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives 
us power, love, and self-discipline (2 Timothy 1:7).

Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:3-9a
Song: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

I rejoiced when our first grandchild was born, but I also felt anx-
ious about flying to see her. My anxiety always increased in the 
weeks before a flight and rose higher as the plane took off. Then I 
worried about the flight home. I just wanted to move closer to my 
grandchild, but God had a better plan. I received a call from my 
great-aunt, who, at 90, didn’t beat around the bush. She encour-
aged me to find a fear-of-flying class. I listened to her wisdom and 
enrolled in a class that took us into the control tower and onto 
planes to listen to pilots and other experts. We also learned ways 
to manage anxiety.

Most scholars think that 2 Timothy was Paul’s last letter before 
he was executed. Paul was, therefore, especially concerned that 
Timothy would courageously continue preaching the gospel and 
teaching the importance of holy living, as he depended on God.

On the day of our graduation flight, we had a big snowstorm. 
Watching the crew de-icing the plane, my courage melted too. 
Then I remembered I could depend on God’s power to calm and 
discipline my heart so I could put into practice what I had been 
taught. God promises to give each of us power to take off beyond 
our fears.

Father, many things in life make us anxious. Help us rely on Your power to overcome 
our fears, so we can serve You with love and self-discipline. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 3

God Hears Us

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those 
who are crushed in spirit (Psalm 34:18).

Scripture: Psalm 34:11-18
Song: “He Leadeth Me” 

Great things were predicted for Ajayi, who was born around 
1809 in what is today Nigeria. When Ajayi was 12, however, slave 
traders captured him. The boy was eventually sold to slave trad-
ers for transportation to Brazil. Shuffling in chains into the dark 
hold, Ajayi must have wondered how he’d ever fulfill those predic-
tions. Then a British officer, enforcing Britain’s ban on the slave 
trade, boarded his ship and freed the captives. They released them 
in Sierra Leone, where abolitionists ran a settlement for rescued 
slaves. There Ajayi became a Christian and attended school. Later 
in Britain, Ajayi became a minister and took the name Samuel Ajayi 
Crowther. Returning to western Africa, Ajayi evangelized his peo-
ple and translated the Bible into their language.

David was anointed as Israel’s next king, but today’s psalm finds 
him on the run from Saul. When David could find no refuge, even 
with Saul’s enemies, he must have wondered how he’d ever be-
come king. The psalm tells of his crushed spirit, but also of his trust 
that God heard his cries and would deliver him to become king.

Both these men went through terrible experiences, but as God 
helped them grow in faith and trust, they followed God’s way to 
accomplish great things for Him. What amazing examples for us to 
follow!

Father, when we go through heartbreaking experiences, help us bring our fears to 
You and trustingly follow Your loving and wise plans, even in the darkest times. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 4 

A Battle That Needed No Swords

One of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword. . . . “Put 
your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him (Matthew 
26:51, 52).

Scripture: Matthew 26:47-52
Song: “The Power of the Cross”

Sometimes a kingdom’s destiny rests on the outcome of one battle. 
The Battle of Hastings in 1066 was one of those, and the Bayeux Tap-
estry chronicles it all. Two hundred feet of bright embroidery depicts 
broken oaths and battle preparations. In the battle scenes, knights 
charge into hails of spears and arrows, which tumbled horses and 
riders to their deaths. Swords flash out as the fighting turns to hand-
to-hand combat, and more soldiers die. In the end Duke William of 
Normandy won England’s golden crown.

When Peter drew his sword to prevent Jesus’ arrest, he was fol-
lowing the world’s way of gaining a crown. Jesus told Peter to put 
the sword away, because that was not God’s way. No earthly battles 
with swords could win this war.

Instead Jesus knew He had to follow God’s plan and allow His ar-
rest there in the Garden of Gethsemane so He could fight the most 
important battle of all time. And He had to fight this battle not by 
sending soldiers to die for Him, but by accepting a crown of thorns 
and giving His own life to defeat Satan and death once and for all.

Father, thank You that Christ was willing to wear a cruel crown of thorns and die a 
terrible death to win the war against Satan and secure a place for us in Your kingdom 
forever. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 5

Wondrous Microscopic Creatures

God gave Solomon wisdom. . . . He spoke about plant life. 
. . . He also spoke about animals and birds, reptiles and fish 
(1 Kings 4:29, 33).

Scripture: 1 Kings 4:29-34
Song: “For the Beauty of the Earth”

A busy Dutch cloth merchant, not a scientist, is the “father of 
microbiology.” Antony van Leewenhoek lived in Delft in the 1600s 
and ground lenses as a hobby. He studied water and many other 
things with his microscopes and was the first to observe bacteria 
and protozoa. A devout Christian, he wrote about his wonder at 
the wisdom of God in creating such perfection even in microscopic 
creatures. He published his findings, including the first accurate 
description of red blood cells, through the Royal Society of London. 
Even kings visited this merchant turned scientist.

Solomon was a great king, ruling over the kingdom that God had 
helped his father, David, win. God gave Solomon great wisdom, 
and under him Israel had peace and economic growth. Solomon 
used the wisdom God gave him not only to rule wisely but also to 
study and teach about God’s world—plants (from the mighty cedar 
to the lowly hyssop) and all kinds of animals. People came from 
distant lands to learn from him.

We’re also busy, but taking time to appreciate the small wonders 
of creation can strengthen our faith in God’s goodness, wisdom, 
and care for all of His creation, including us. It can also refresh us 
to meet the everyday stresses of life.

Father, help us appreciate the wonders of Your creation and how everything from the 
smallest protozoa to the largest whales all point to Your wisdom and care. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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June 6

Pursue God’s Wisdom

Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; pay attention 
and gain understanding (Proverbs 4:1).

Scripture: Proverbs 4:1-9
Song: “Be Thou My Vision”

One of the first things I did every school year was to teach my 
class what to do if we had a fire. When the alarm sounded, they 
had to stop everything and line up. They also learned to push in 
their chairs and to walk, not run. Hardest of all, they had to be 
quiet. We always made time for questions to help them trust the 
wisdom of these rules. In between their stories about visiting a 
fire station or setting off the smoke alarm at home, children would 
question the why of each rule. I explained carefully so they would 
understand and follow the rules to find safety.

In today’s proverb, God is speaking to us, His children, with even 
more urgency about the importance of pursuing His wisdom. God 
is the source of all wisdom, and He urges us to seek Him in the 
Bible. God’s inspired Word teaches us about Him and His love and 
how we may love and serve Him.

I encouraged my students to listen to my instructions about fires 
because it was important for their safety. How much more impor-
tant it is to seek the treasures to be found in God’s Word and there 
find Jesus, who gives us eternal safety through His death and resur-
rection.

Father, thank You for Your Word. Help us humbly read and accept Your teaching so 
we may gain wisdom and understanding that will lead us to faith in Christ. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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June 7

ABCs for Faith

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge  
(Proverbs 1:7).

Scripture: Proverbs 1:1-4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 20-22, 32, 33
Song: “Behold Our God”

Anteaters to zebras—alphabet books help children enjoy learn-
ing their ABCs. These colorful books can now be found on every 
subject, from dinosaurs to outer space. But few alphabet books 
have ever reached the popularity of the New England Primer. First 
published in Boston in the late 1600s, millions of copies had been 
sold by the 1800s. There were even translations into Native Ameri-
can languages. This small black-and-white book used rhyming cou-
plets for each letter. Many of the couplets contained spiritual truths, 
such as man’s sin and Christ’s death for sinners, so children learned 
about God as they learned their letters. The Primer included the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and other verses from the 
Bible that children would read as their skills improved.

The book of Proverbs tells us that knowledge begins when we 
recognize the truth that we owe reverence, honor, and glory to the 
Lord, our Creator. The colonists understood this and believed that 
everyone should learn to read so they could read the Bible.

Acknowledging this truth helps us thank God for the gift of lan-
guage, marvel at God’s creativity in nature, and appreciate His or-
derliness in creation. We also see God’s hand in history in His care 
for His people and the preservation of His Word and witness.

Father, help us see that a knowledge of You as the Creator of the universe, the world, 
and all it contains must be the true foundation of our lives and our learning. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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June 8

Spiritual Patina

If someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person gently (Galatians 6:1).

Scripture: Galatians 6:1-10
Song: “Something Beautiful”

Seasoned antique shoppers attach value to items with a 
distinc-tive patina. This word is for various signs of distress that 
character-ize old, well-used belongings. Some pay considerably 
more for a vintage dresser with minor bumps and scratches than 
they would for a brand-new piece of furniture. For these buyers, 
such items tell a story, and ownership offers a chance to become 
part of that story.

As we navigate temptations, we acquire a kind of spiritual 
pa-tina—life “blemishes” that tell the story of how God has 
graciously used past failures to grow us as disciples. Christians 
know that there is something beautiful about redeemed 
brokenness, which is why Paul emphasizes that we mustn’t 
simply discard people who have fallen into sin. Instead, we 
gently come alongside to help them overcome and grow out of 
their weakness with God’s restoration. 

Many antique collectors literally restore the pieces they 
buy, skillfully rebuilding and preserving them against future 
wear. And that’s what the ministry of reconciliation can do for us. 
It can help us repair relationships and strengthen one another 
against future temptation—so that whatever scratches and dents 
we pick up in life become signposts of God’s amazing grace.

Merciful God, thank You for restoring me. Help me be Your agent of restoration 
for others. Amen.
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June 9

Just Browsing

Everything that was written in the past was written to 
teach us (Romans 15:4).

Scripture: Romans 15:1-6
Song: “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak”

I enjoy browsing the tool section at the hardware store, even 
when I’m not looking to buy anything. I walk up and down the 
aisles, examining power tool accessories and specialty hand tools, 
learning their proper names so I can go online and view how-to 
videos showing the work they’re designed to do. Besides satisfy-
ing a hobbyist’s curiosity, it helps me appreciate the wide array of 
resources available for tackling odd jobs around the house.

I take a similar approach to personal Bible study. From time 
to time, I enjoy exploring the Scriptures systematically—a whole 
book at a time—precisely because there are many interesting parts 
of God’s Word that rarely make it into a sermon or small-group 
lesson. I like discovering (and rediscovering) lesser-known portions 
of Scripture because, as Paul reminds us, all were written for our 
instruction and encouragement. Browsing unfamiliar stories and 
passages reminds me of the many different situations God has used 
in the past to reveal himself.

Reading my Bible "this way equips me the same way that 
brows-ing the tool section at the hardware store does—by giving 
me the confidence I need to select the right tool for the job. 
When we become familiar with the whole of God’s Word, we 
can more ef-fectively speak and apply His wisdom in all 
circumstances.

Marvelous God, the riches of Your wisdom are inexhaustible. Give me a desire 
to know Your Word completely. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 10

Preventing Infestation

Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked for 
(2 John 8).

Scripture: 2 John 4-11
Song: “God of Grace and God of Glory”

Texas leaf-cutting ants are a real problem where I live. They don’t 
bite, but they do wreak havoc on my yard, killing trees and destabiliz-
ing the soil. They’re difficult to detect, too, because they live in un-
derground tunnels with inconspicuous entrances. Often the first sign 
of infestation comes quickly because of a bare tree in the yard—with 
a trail of foliage leading to a small hole about 10 feet away.

False teaching has a similar way of quietly infiltrating our congre-
gations and undermining the authority of the gospel. In our desire 
for warmth and congeniality with other believers, we sometimes 
avoid asking difficult questions or we shun controversial subjects. 
Over time, we may begin to compromise on important issues like 
what we believe about Jesus, accommodating ourselves to popular 
cultural messaging instead. Eventually, we may forget many of the 
distinctive teachings of the Bible altogether.

Conventional pesticides don’t kill leaf-cutting ants, but consis-
tently treating their holes forces them to relocate. This frustrates their 
progress and keeps them from getting out of control. Perhaps our 
approach to dealing with false teaching should be the same. We can’t 
eliminate the worldly ideas that come into the church, but if we’re 
diligent about examining them against the truth of God’s Word—and 
naming falsehood for what it is—we can help prevent infestation.

Father, let Your Word expose the false teachings of this world. Give me the courage 
to speak Your truth in love. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 11

Playing the Part

“No one is greater in this house than I am” (Genesis 39:9).

Scripture: Genesis 39:6b-18
Song: “O Jesus, I Have Promised”

I studied musical acoustics in college, and learned that sound is 
more directional at higher frequencies. This is one reason a high-
pitched flute solo pierces through an orchestra, demanding listen-
ers’ attention even when dozens of other musicians are playing. But 
there’s a caveat: The directional nature of high-frequency sound 
also explains why audiences notice more quickly when musicians 
playing higher-pitched instruments make mistakes. In music, as in 
life, it seems that higher parts come with higher standards.

This is something Joseph certainly appreciated when he was en-
trusted with the care of his master’s estate. He had a high part to 
play in Potiphar’s household, and any mistake he made could have 
disastrous effects—for himself and the people under his care. Rec-
ognizing his moral vulnerability, Joseph took precautions to safe-
guard himself from temptation, enabling him to flee from sexual sin 
in a situation where others might have succumbed.

In an orchestra, higher-pitched instruments often get more excit-
ing and melodic parts to play, but the musicians assigned to them 
have to practice diligently to avoid making mistakes. As Christians, 
we should remember that spiritual leadership entails similar re-
sponsibility. The higher God calls us to serve in His household, 
the more earnestly we need to pursue personal holiness—lest we 
become stumbling blocks for those depending on us.

Gracious Father, I’m grateful for the opportunity to serve Your people. Guard me 
from temptation, so that my life glorifies You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 12

Finding My Bearings

Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men  
(Proverbs 2:12).

Scripture: Proverbs 2:12-19
Song: “Thy Word”

In Boy Scouts we learned a useful trick for finding your bearings 
without a compass. You locate a sunny spot and jam a stick into 
the ground, placing a mark where the tip of its shadow falls. After 
about 20 minutes, the shadow will have moved eastward—even if 
only a tiny bit. By placing a second mark where the tip of the new 
shadow falls and drawing a line between the two marks, you can 
get a pretty good idea of east and west, even in an unfamiliar place 
with few landmarks.

I think about that sometimes when I find myself in morally am-
biguous situations in life. There are times when the world seems 
to celebrate something that my conscience tells me I ought to treat 
with caution. Likewise, there are times when the world suggests I 
ought to reject thoughts and feelings that my conscience tells me 
are from the Lord. It can be difficult to discern truth from falsehood 
unless I’m willing to stop and examine things against the unchang-
ing wisdom of God’s Word.

The stick-and-shadow trick works because the sun always moves 
in the same direction. You can reliably figure out a stationary ob-
ject’s orientation by observing how its shadow moves over time. 
The same is true when I prayerfully observe questionable situations 
from a distance, against the steady light of God’s truth. Over time, 
it becomes increasingly clear which direction I need to go.
God, I don’t trust my sense of direction. Help me find my bearings in You. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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June 13

Root Cause Analysis

Keep your mouth free of perversity; keep corrupt talk far 
from your lips (Proverbs 4:24).

Scripture: Proverbs 2:20-22; 4:24-27
Song: “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”

At work, when customers return a defective product, our qual-
ity manager performs a “root cause analysis.” After examining the 
product and defining the nature of the defect, he thoroughly in-
vestigates possible sources of contamination and procedural failure 
that may have contributed to it. Sometimes it’s a minor oversight. 
Other times it’s a systemic issue requiring drastic intervention. Ei-
ther way, management needs this information in order to imple-
ment appropriate corrective action.

Unholy language is one of the more common “defects” that can 
manifest in a Christian’s life. Cussing, vulgar expressions, and ob-
scene conversation are habits for some, but the Bible says that these 
are unbecoming for a person born of the Spirit. Our words reflect 
our character, which is why we’re encouraged to watch our lan-
guage—not merely to stop using inappropriate words, but to invite 
the Spirit to do “root cause analysis” on our hearts and bring about 
corrective action.

The quality manager’s scrutiny usually makes employees pay 
closer attention to their work, and that leads to fewer defects. The 
same is true when we submit to the Spirit’s conviction about the 
way we talk. When we watch our tongues, we begin to pay much 
closer attention to our hearts, and that draws us closer to Christ.

Heavenly Father, purify my heart so that the words I speak will lead others to You. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 14

Bittersweet Truth

Wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be 
pleasant to your soul (Proverbs 2:10).

Scripture: Proverbs 2:1-11
Song: “Wonderful Words of Life”

I’m convinced that fine coffee is one of God’s greatest gifts. The 
aroma of freshly ground beans, the steam rising out of the cup, 
that complex and bitter taste—it all combines to make this simple, 
unadorned pleasure one of my favorite things in life. But coffee was 
definitely an acquired taste for me. Sometime in my 20s I began 
deliberately drinking a small cup every morning. At first I didn’t like 
it; but over time I stopped merely tolerating the flavor and came to 
actually enjoy it.

God’s wisdom can be bitter at times too. The Bible contains 
many difficult teachings, sometimes reading like a laundry list of 
dos and don’ts. Slogging through these passages requires deliberate 
effort—and a real desire to imbibe the Word of God. But when 
we study these passages with prayerful persistence, setting them 
within the larger context of Scripture, we begin to sense how any 
bitterness only amplifies the sweetness of God’s love for us. Even 
God’s harshest commands reveal His jealous desire for what’s best 
for His children.

These days I prefer my coffee strong and black—bold and full of 
flavor. Likewise, I prefer Bible studies that deliberately engage the 
challenging parts of Scripture, confronting me with truths I prefer 
to ignore. It’s an acquired taste, to be sure, but one I hope never 
to lose.
Father, thank You for loving me enough to speak hard truths into my life. Help me to 
desire what You desire for me. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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