Total Project Cost: $ 139,995.00

NARI 2020 CotY Awards Competition
Residential Kitchen $100,001—$150,000
Category: 01-04

Our Client came to us looking to remodel their kitchen in continuity to
the remainder of their home. The homeowners envisioned a crisp,
clean, and light filled space with better design and functionality.
Our team created a heart warming design using white cabinetry with
black accents to add depth and help set this project apart from the
typical all white kitchen, which won over the Client.

Clients’ Objectives
•

Crisp, Clean, and Light overall aesthetic
- Create a Kitchen worthy of this elegant home

• Stay within the existing footprint

- Increase Functionality
- Make the kitchen feel larger
• Lighting

- Improve Lighting
- Layers of Lighting
- Increase Natural Lighting

• Cabinetry

- Upgrade Builders’ grade cabinetry
- Improve Storage
- Moulding Details

• Flooring

- Find flooring which will work in all spaces on the First Floor to
create flow and continuity

• Desk Space

- Better Functionality
- Multi-use space

• Details

- Blend with the existing home finishes

Design Elements
Before: Floor Plans

Existing Floor Plan:
•

Builders’ Grade cabinetry lacking aesthetic finishes
and details which matched the luxurious home.

•

Insufficient lighting, both artificial and natural.

•

Existing Kitchen was unbalanced & lacked symmetry.

•

The Kitchen Tile Flooring was in decent shape,
however the color would pose difficulties to blend with
the new finishes.

•

The existing hardwoods were faded, bleached out,
and buckling from poor installation.

•

The Kitchen was a nice size space; the Builder missed
the mark on proper use of the large space.

•

Space lacks cohesiveness with the rest of the home

Design Elements
After: Floor Plans

New Design Features:
•
•
•

•

•

•

The #1 Key Element to the new design was
“Cohesiveness”.
The reconfigured Kitchen with slightly larger island is now
more balanced and functional.
Proper space planning allowed for the introduction of a
larger & deeper window over the sink, as well as, the
addition of two windows on the range wall.
The new window configurations along with the use of LED
recessed lights, LED undercabinet lights, and LED accent
display lights has brought an abundance of artificial and
natural lighting, checking off a very important box for the
Client.
More multi-use space would be created by turning the
basic Builders’ grade desk top area into a mid-point space
between the Kitchen and Dining Room, which could
function on a daily basis as a desk and during entertaining
could be used as a service area.
All the hardwood and tile flooring was removed. New
Handscraped Maple Hardwood floors bring a medium
warm tone that accents and blends well with the new
Kitchen and Clients’ existing furniture throughout the First
Floor of the Home.

Designs
WINDOW
SECTION

Designs presented to the Client so they can see what the project will look like in their home upon
completion.
• In our renderings we include the exact finishes the Client has chosen through the material selection
process, which gives them a more realistic representation of what the new space will look and feel like.
• The window section detail represents the time and energy that is put into our plans prior to the project
to make sure our entire team is on the same page from Design through Production.
•

RENDERING

DETAIL

RENDERING

Going Above & Beyond
•
•
•
•

•

Linen Sheets were supplied to our Client to protect their furniture.
We constructed taped & sealed dust containment walls to separate
the job space from the remainder of the home.
Within the work space during the dustiest phases (demo, drywall,
etc) we run a dust extractor to create negative pressure.
On the new, larger, boxed window over the sink we take it one more
step by using Zip R-Sheathing to add a thermal break layer. The
Zip R-Sheathing is mitered on all outside corners to maintain a
continuous layer.
Ramboard Floor Protection is laid, covering every inch of the
flooring, so that finishing phases can occur and the new floors go
unharmed.

DUST EXTRACTOR

MITERED ZIP R-SHEATHING

RAMBOARD FLOOR PROTECTION

LINEN SHEETS FOR PROTECTION

TAPED & SEALED DUST CONTAINMENT WALL

Challenge/Obstacle
Challenge/Obstacle:
• Discovery during demo phase of an unforeseen fire suppression system pipe.
Evaluation:
• The fire suppression pipe was barely accessible in the basement and would need to be moved further into a tighter location to
be relocated.
Solution:
• A creative path was configured to relocate
the fire suppression supply pipe, shortening
the distance from the main line to this
location.

Challenge/Obstacle
Challenge/Obstacle:
• Maximize space & add natural light
Evaluation:
• Find a solution which maintained
maximum cabinetry space by extending walls and the addition of (2) new windows
Solution:
• Build out the existing wall to the left of the sink window, which would
allow a longer run of base cabinetry and the addition of a wall cabinet.
• Install (2) Andersen Stationary windows, maximizing the required code distances
to the range, as well as, adjacent cabinetry and backsplash tile lines.
• Design enlarged the height of the existing sink window to create symmetry and
balance.
• Bumping out the sink window with an insulated thermal break structure, giving
the Client a deep sill and place for décor.

BLACK ARROWS REPRESENT
DIRECTION FLOOR SLOPED

Carpentry Challenge
•
•

•

•
•

This project took a lot of pre-planning for our carpenters due
to the maximization of space and clearances.
Moulding details needed to be pre-assembled with the lack of
space to get nail guns into tight corners, between cabinetry,
windows, and other objects.
There were more than check and double check measurements
with a tape measure, it came down to checking 3-4 times,
use of laser measuring devices, and cutting once.
Festool track saw used for scribing all cabinetry into place.
Stainless steel diverter designed and crafted into the inset
cabinetry to allow for flush mounting the microwave while still
allowing the steam to escape.

Kitchen - Before

The existing Kitchen at first glance looked great, only because the Client took pride in their home.
• The materials used by the Builder were not of high quality and were falling apart.
• The previous design, lacked functional storage space for a large kitchen.
• Once the sun moved around to the side of the home the kitchen became dark, unless the
insufficient amount of lighting was turned on.
•

Kitchen
After

The remodeled Kitchen is now flooded with natural light all day, highlighting the warmth and contrast of mixed materials and finishes.
• The new white inset custom cabinetry with black accents adds depth and helps set this project apart from the typical all white kitchen.
• Lighting controlled by zoned dimmers for LED recessed lights, LED undercabinet lights, LED table light, and LED pendant lights.
• Local Custom Cabinetry is made from all hardwood with soft close doors, drawers, roll trays, utensil dividers, cookware and spice
pullouts, wine/glass storage, sheet goods dividers, large appliance storage, hidden trash center, and plenty of functional storage features.
•

Kitchen - Before

Very bland and muted color tones throughout the kitchen.
• Sink side of the kitchen felt like an after thought in the previous kitchen design.
• Dated looking kitchen.
•

Kitchen
After

Contrasting leathered granites maintain balance between perimeter and island cabinetry.
• A seven piece millwork valance with display shelf seamlessly connects the cabinetry to the frame of the new boxed window over the sink.
• Meticulous layout by our team of designers and carpenters allowed all three windows to intersect the backsplash tile with equal space
between sills and countertop.
• Aesthetic, look and feel was an important portion of the design and construction.
•

Kitchen - Before

Lacked any character consistent with the remainder of the home.
• The wall to the right of the fridge containing the fire suppression pipe was bulky,
making the kitchen feel more closed off than it really was.
• The existing HVAC register blew right down on the cooking area.
•

Kitchen
After

Character is abundant in every square inch of the new kitchen; cabinetry level/depth changes, sand through on black cabinetry, acanthus
corbels, flutes, beadboard, dentil, crown transitioning to the remainder of the first floor, and new hardwood flooring throughout first floor.
• Removal of the fridge wall, allowed the kitchen to have a more open feel and created space for the addition of a cook center cabinet for
the microwave, a second oven, and warming drawer.
• Re-centering the range and shifting the HVAC register away from the cooking area with a better placement closer to two of the windows.
•

Kitchen - Before
EXISTING HOME
DECOR

EXISTING HOME
DECOR

The desk area between the kitchen and dining room was just another example of how the kitchen space missed the mark on
matching the home’s décor and style.
• Two photos on the left, are just a couple examples of the finishes around the home and where the finish inspirations came from.
•

Kitchen
After
•

•

•

•

Multi-use space was created
by turning the basic desk top
area into a mid-point space
between the Kitchen and
Dining Room.
On a daily basis this now
functions as a desk and
during entertaining is used
as a service area.
In the photo on the left, you
can see how our local
cabinet shop did an amazing
job blending the new
cabinetry finishes with the
existing home’s décor.
The Client stated they were
blown away by what the
space was going to look like
from the CAD renderings
and our conversations during
design meetings and how
our team of professionals
went above and beyond in
every aspect of the project.

Innovations & Detailed Craftsmanship

•

Windows

•

Valance

•

Mouldings

•

Waterstone
Faucet

•

Blanco Silgranit
Sink

•

Wine Bottle &
Wine Glass
Storage

•

Spice Pullouts

•

Sink Base Organization

•

Roll Trays

•

Bread Box

•

Utensil & Cutlery Drawers

•

Functional Spaces

•

Pots & Pans Storage

•

Set up for everyday use &
entertaining guests

Client Objectives Met
Remodeling Excellence
Challenges or Obstacles Overcome
√ Win the Clients’ project based on professionalism, design, solutions, and aesthetics.
√ Met Clients’ #1 Concern of being overwhelmed with the Remodeling Process: This was accomplished by assisting them through the designs and
selections, as well as, staying on schedule despite the abundance of selections and project add-ons.
√ Open the Kitchen for better flow and function without the use of an addition/expanding the home’s footprint.
√ Reallocating storage and space for better function, allowing incorporation of two additional window locations bringing in more natural light.
√ Creating continuity and flow from the Kitchen, while incorporating individuality to the remainder of the First Floor on the home.
Functional Enhancements to Original House which were created
√ Chef based kitchen space that can function for everyday cooking, as well as, holidays and entertaining.
√ Usability based on how the Client saw themselves using the Kitchen for family needs and entertaining needs.
√ Multiple layers of lighting with the use of energy efficient LED ceiling mounted fixtures, LED ceiling recessed fixtures, LED
pendants, and increased natural lighting.
√ Better storage throughout (pantries, cabinetry organizers, cabinets with specific purposes, spaced out cooking zones).
Aesthetic Enhancements to Original House
√ The overall aesthetic look and feel of the design and materials was harmonious to the home’s décor and style.
√ Mix of materials to add contrast and balance throughout the entire space.
√ The millwork throughout is contiguous to create symmetry and balance in the house.
√ Open sight lines and exterior views, along with more adequate natural lighting.
√ Custom Handcrafted details throughout that are Uniquely made for the Client that will not be found in every house.
√ New hardwood flooring that flows from the Kitchen into the First Floor of the home.
√ Create the WOW factor the Client said they had only dreamed by listening to their pain points and needs for the space.

