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COMING 
2021/2022! 
The AMEC Publishing House is building a 
new, state of the art building to serve you. 

We’ll announce new mailing addresses & 
phone numbers. Be sure the person who 
orders SS material has provided a daytime 
contact name, phone number & email 
address to keep you informed. Email info to 
info@amecpublishing.com. 

*If your church usually orders by mail, verify
our address for the fall before mailing order 
forms with former address *

Paperless Invoicing 
We implemented paperless invoices & 
receipts. Messages are sent from 
invoicereceipts@amecpublishing.com if we 
have your email address on file. 

Please refrain from calling for moving details. View the 
building process on Facebook.com/amecpublishing  
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I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord who 
was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried; 
the third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV. Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of officers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
A.M.E. Discipline
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 11 “Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who is like you, 
majestic in holiness, awesome in 
splendor, doing wonders?
 12 You stretched out your 
right hand, the earth swallowed 
them.
 13 In your steadfast love 
you led the people whom you re-
deemed; you guided them by your 
strength to your holy abode.  
 14 The peoples heard, they 
trembled; pangs seized the inhabit-
ants of Philistia.
 15 Then the chiefs of Edom 
were dismayed; trembling seized 
the leaders of Moab; all the inhab-
itants of Canaan melted away.
 16 Terror and dread fell upon 
them; by the might of your arm, 
they became still as a stone until 
your people, O Lord, passed by, 
until the people whom you ac-
quired passed by.
 17 You brought them in and 

planted them on the mountain of 
your own possession, the place, O 
Lord, that you made your abode, 
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your 
hands have established.
 18 The Lord will reign forever 
and ever.” 
 19 When the horses of Pha-
raoh with his chariots and his char-
iot drivers went into the sea, the 
Lord brought back the waters of 
the sea upon them; but the Israel-
ites walked through the sea on dry 
ground.
 20 Then the prophet Miriam, 
Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine 
in her hand; and all the women 
went out after her with tambou-
rines and with dancing.
 21 And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for he has tri-
umphed gloriously; horse and rider 
he has thrown into the sea.”

Exodus 15:11-21  (NRSV)

Lesson 1 September 5, 2021

Moses and Miriam Praise God
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 14:1–15:21 
Focus Scripture: Exodus 15:11–21 

Key Verse: “In your steadfast love you led the people whom you re-
deemed; you guided them by your strength to your holy abode.”                             

Exodus 15:13
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Majestic – Showing great dignity and grandeur.       

• Splendor – The condition of being magnificent, impressive, 
or brilliant.

• Steadfast – Firm and unwavering in purpose, loyalty, or re-
solve.

• Abode – Home.

• Triumphed – To overcome.

• Philistia – Pronounced: fih-LIHS-tih-uh.

• Edom – Pronounced: EE-duhm.

• Moab – Pronounced: MO-ab.

INTRODUCTION

Music plays an important part in our lives. We use music to 
lift our mood, to celebrate special life events, to express 

our feelings to another person, to heal us from broken relation-
ships, to bring unity, to praise God, to calm us, as therapy, and 
to dance. Can you think of any other ways we use music? No 
matter where we are in the world, you are going to hear music. 
Music has the power to transform the atmosphere we find our-
selves in. This includes during church worship services. Praise 
and worship songs give glory to God, which can usher in the 
power of the Holy Spirit to move amongst the people.     

For the next four weeks we will be examining examples of 
God’s people who offered praise to him. In today’s lesson, we 
shall explore why and how Moses and Miriam praised God.

What types of music do you listen to? How does music influ-
ence your attitude, thoughts, and actions?  
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BIBLE STORY

The Israelites were slaves for 430 years. The king of Egypt, 
Pharaoh, oppressed them cruelly. They prayed and asked 

God to deliver them. God raised up a leader named Moses (Exo. 
3–4).  Moses was used by God to rescue the Israelites. How-
ever, after they escaped from Egypt, God hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart. He pursued them along with six hundred men on chariots 
plus many others. Pharaoh’s army approached the Israelites, 
who were estimated to be two million in number, at the Red 
Sea. God had Moses raise his staff and all the people crossed 
over the Red Sea on dry ground. All of Pharaoh’s army perished 
when they pursued the Israelites into the Red Sea (14:26-31).

Chapter 15, verses 1 through 18, is the song of Moses and 
Miriam. It is a hymn of praise and thanksgiving to celebrate 
God’s spectacular victory over Pharaoh and his army. The 
whole Israelite community praised God together. The hymn of 
praise details God’s mighty acts in delivering and rescuing them 
from slavery. God’s name, “the Lord,” appears ten times. Verse 
11 declares that the Lord, who tolerates no rivals, has defeated 
all the gods of Egypt and their worshippers. It also is used in 
various statements of belief today regarding the nature of God. 

In verses 14 and 15, the hymn mentions Philistia, Edom, 
Moab, and Canaan. These are places the Israelites would have 
to pass by on the way to the Promised Land leaving Mount Si-
nai. The Israelites did not have to worry about being attacked by 
their enemies. Their enemies had heard about God’s powerful 
intervention on Israel’s behalf. The Israelites were redeemed by 
God, who caused their enemies to be still while they passed by 
on the way to the Promised Land (15:17). Verse 19 summarizes 
God’s deliverance of the Israelites at the Red Sea. Moses’ song 
is considered by some as the oldest song ever recorded. 

Miriam, who was Aaron and Moses’ sister, used a tambou-
rine while dancing along with the other women who joined her 
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in praising God (15:20). Miriam also sang as they celebrated 
what God had done. They celebrated with great joy. Such a cel-
ebration was common after a victory in battle. Music played an 
important role in Israel’s worship and celebrations. 

Does music have a purpose or message for the listeners? 
What role does music have in your church’s worship services 
and other special occasions? How would it feel to have no mu-
sic during the worship services?

LIFE APPLICATION

Moses and Miriam’s song is a wonderful harmony of praise 
to God. Can you re-imagine the scriptures using contem-

porary language to form a new poem or song? Take a sheet of 
paper and write down first why you are thankful to God. Then 
use it as a part of the main poem or song. You will use this poem 
or song as a personal inspiration to praise God regularly. 

In the AME Church, music is an important part of worship. 
The worship service gives us many opportunities to praise and 
worship God through music. The last stanza of our Call to Wor-
ship states, “O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 
sing praises!” Read that twice and then dissect each sentence’s 
meaning. What is it urging us to do? Does “joyful noise” mean 
only sing and/or play the piano? What musical instrument did 
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Miriam use as she celebrated God’s faithfulness in song?

SUMMARY

The Israelites sang as an expression of love and thanks, and 
it was a creative way to pass down oral traditions. (What are 

oral traditions?) People compose songs and poems for different 
celebrations. Songs and poems can express thankfulness to 
God and joy for personal victories. What hymn or song reflects 
your relationship with God? This week share the hymn or song 
on social media and tell others why you like it. It is the perfect 
opportunity to witness about the faithfulness of God.  

CLOSING DEVOTIONS

Prayer: God, we will celebrate your faithfulness with praise 
and thanksgiving. God, you are worthy to be praised. Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (AME Church 
Hymnal #84)   
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2 Samuel 6:1-5
 1 David again gathered all 
the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand.
 2 David and all the people 
with him set out and went from 
Baale-judah, to bring up from there 
the ark of God, which is called by 
the name of the Lord of hosts who 
is enthroned on the cherubim.
 3 They carried the ark of God 
on a new cart, and brought it out of 
the house of Abinadab, which was 
on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, were driving the 
new cart
 4 with the ark of God; and 
Ahio went in front of the ark.
 5 David and all the house of 
Israel were dancing before the Lord 
with all their might, with songs and 
lyres and harps and tambourines 
and castanets and cymbals.

14-19
 14 David danced before the 
Lord with all his might; David was 
girded with a linen ephod.
 15 So David and all the house 

of Israel brought up the ark of the 
Lord with shouting, and with the 
sound of the trumpet.
 16 As the ark of the Lord 
came into the city of David, Michal 
daughter of Saul looked out of 
the window, and saw King David 
leaping and dancing before the 
Lord; and she despised him in her 
heart.
 17 They brought in the ark 
of the Lord, and set it in its place, 
inside the tent that David had 
pitched for it; and David offered 
burnt offerings and offerings of 
well-being before the Lord.
 18 When David had finished 
offering the burnt offerings and the 
offerings of well-being, he blessed 
the people in the name of the Lord 
of hosts,
 19 and distributed food among 
all the people, the whole multitude 
of Israel, both men and women, to 
each a cake of bread, a portion of 
meat, and a cake of raisins. Then 
all the people went back to their 
homes.

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 14-19 (NRSV)

David Dances Before the Ark

Lesson Scripture: 2 Samuel 6 
Focus Scripture: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 14-19 

Key Verse: David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the Lord 
with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and 

castanets and cymbals. 2 Samuel 6:5

Lesson 2 September 12, 2021
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Ark of God – The chest Moses placed the two stone tablets 

containing the Ten Commandments in.           
• Cherubim – An angel depicted as a chubby-faced child with 

wings which symbolized God’s presence in the midst of the 
people.       

• Ephod – The official garment of the high priest, which was 
later worn by the ordinary priests.

• Baale-judah – Pronounced: BAY-uhle-DZHOU-duh.

• Abinadab – Pronounced: uh-BIHN-uh-dab.

• Uzzah – Pronounced: yoo-ZA-uh.

• Ahio – Pronounced: uh-HI-o.

• Michal – Pronounced: MAI-kul.

INTRODUCTION

When we are invited to birthday parties or weddings, we ex-
pect that there will be food, fun, and dancing. It is so nice 

to celebrate special occasions. And every culture celebrates dif-
ferently. Celebrations can be diverse in form and include vari-
ous actions. This does not mean it is not acceptable, it is just 
the way they celebrate is unlike what you do. We still must be 
prepared to try to understand others’ culture and traditions. We 
should just join the celebration and enjoy ourselves.

In today’s lesson, King David expressed his joy and celebra-
tion of God by leading God’s people in music and dance.

How can differences between people lead to jealousy? What 
can be done to resolve differences?  
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BIBLE STORY

David was anointed as king of all Israel (5:1-5). David and his 
army conquered Jerusalem and defeated the Philistines in 

battle (5:6-25). But David was still concerned because the Ark of 
God (Covenant) was not in Jerusalem. The Ark of the Covenant 
(Google for description) represents the presence of Yahweh. It 
was usually kept in the tabernacle. Since the Philistines had 
captured the Ark and destroyed Shiloh, the Ark had no perma-
nent resting place (1 Sam. 4-7). David decided to take thirty 
thousand men with him to transport the Ark on a new cart to 
Jerusalem from the home of Abinadab (6:3). It had been at Abi-
nadab’s house for 20 years. Abinadab’s sons, Uzzah and Ahio, 
carried the Ark but Ahio decided to move in front of it. David 
and all the people rejoiced with dancing, singing, and instru-
ments before the Lord (6:5). But David had not consulted the 
Lord about moving the Ark of the Covenant so his attempt failed 
(6:6-11). 

Only the Levites (priests) were commissioned to trans-
port (touch) the Ark (Exo. 25:12-14; Num. 4:15; 1 Chron. 13:9, 
15:13-15). David realized the error of his ways, and placed the 
Ark of the Covenant in Obed-Edom’s house because he was a 
Levite. Obed-Edom’s household was blessed the three months 
the Ark was present. This encouraged David to go transport it to 
Jerusalem according to God’s commands. David wore a linen 
ephod, the priest’s apron, because it was a religious celebra-
tion. David and the Israelites rejoiced with shouts, dancing, and 
blasting the trumpet in celebration of the occasion (6:14-15). 
The Ark was placed in a tent David had set up in Jerusalem and 
he (and a priest) offered sacrifices to God. Afterwards, David 
blessed all the people spiritually and physically (food) (6:18-19). 

How did David and the people celebrate God’s presence? 
What musical instruments were used?             
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LIFE APPLICATION

Identify ways we can celebrate and worship God on Sundays 
as well as during the week.

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

Read the following statements and decide if they are True 
(T) or False (F). Put a (T) or (F) as your response.  

1. Cherubim are demons that harm people (6:2).     ___
2. The Ark of God was removed from Abinadab’s house (6:3).   ___
3. Uzzah was struck dead by God for touching the Ark of God (6:7).       

___
4. Obed-edom moved the Ark of God out of his house (6:12). ___
5. Michal celebrated and worshipped God with David (6:16). ___
6. After offering sacrifices to God, David blessed the people and 

gave them food to take home (6:18-19).    ___
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SUMMARY

David and the Israelites used different instruments while re-
joicing and praising God. They also sang and danced. This 

week, if possible, speak with your pastor about having a praise 
and worship service. It can incorporate those who play instru-
ments, singers, praise dancers, artists, spoken word, etc. Those 
who want to participate, from your church or other churches, 
invite them to come and share their talent. The worship service 
will reflect we are one in Christ, with various gifts, who want to 
praise God for his love, faithfulness, and grace.

CLOSING DEVOTIONS

Prayer: God, we’re grateful for you creating such a diverse 
world with people that honor and celebrate you with their gifts. 
Help us to appreciate each other and uplift your name in the 
world. Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Let All the People Praise Thee” (AME Church 
Hymnal #58)   
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Lesson 3 September 19, 2021

 46 They came to Jericho. As 
he and his disciples and a large 
crowd were leaving Jericho, Barti-
maeus son of Timaeus, a blind beg-
gar, was sitting by the roadside.
 47 When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!”
 48 Many sternly ordered him 
to be quiet, but he cried out even 
more loudly, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”
 49 Jesus stood still and said, 

“Call him here.” And they called 
the blind man, saying to him, “Take 
heart; get up, he is calling you.”
 50 So throwing off his cloak, 
he sprang up and came to Jesus.
 51 Then Jesus said to him, 
“What do you want me to do for 
you?” The blind man said to him, 
“My teacher, let me see again.”
 52 Jesus said to him, “Go; 
your faith has made you well.” Im-
mediately he regained his sight and 
followed him on the way.

Glorifying God
Lesson Scripture: Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43
Focus Scripture: Mark 10:46-52  

Key Verse: Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.”          

Mark 10:51

Mark 10:46-52 (NRSV)
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Mercy – To demonstrate compassion or kindness.

• Sternly – To speak to someone harshly and strictly.

• Cloak – An outer garment.

• Faith – To believe and trust in God.

• Nazareth – Pronounced: NAZ-uh-rehth.

• Jericho – Pronounced: DZHEHR-ih-ko.

• Bartimaeus – Pronounced: bar-tih-MEE-uhs.

• Timaeus – Pronounced: tai-MEE-uhs.

INTRODUCTION

While in school, there are many decisions to make about 
your future. Your grades, extra-curricular activities, and 

behavior will greatly influence your future endeavors. You have 
to determine whether you will attend college, trade school, en-
ter the military, or take a gap year.  These decisions often entail 
much thought and research. It can be stressful when people 
continually ask, “What are your future plans?” You may not have 
an answer. But through the passing of time along with the sup-
port and care of your parents/guardians, you can make a deci-
sion. It is so wonderful to have someone who is supportive and 
helpful during challenging times. They make it easier since we 
can always depend on them being there when we need them 
most. 

In today’s lesson, we explore how Jesus’ demonstrated 
compassion towards Bartimaeus, who by faith was healed.       

Who do you depend on for support? How does it feel to be 
supported by others?
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BIBLE STORY

The Gospel of Mark was written by John Mark. He was not 
one of the twelve disciples. Mark was Paul’s companion on 

his first missionary journey (Acts 13:13). Mark wanted to pres-
ent the person, work, and teachings of Jesus. Mark records 
more miracles than does any other Gospel. 

Chapter ten opens with Jesus teaching about marriage and 
divorce. He held up God’s ideal for marriage and told his disci-
ples to live by it (10:6-12). Jesus then blesses the little children. 
He also had an encounter with a rich man who desired to know 
how to obtain eternal life (10:17-22). Jesus commanded him to 
sell his possessions and give the money to the poor, then follow 
him. The rich man grieves as he left knowing he would never 
inherit eternal life because of his love of money. On the way 
to Jerusalem, Jesus predicts his death for the third time (10: 
32-34). James and John selfishly asked Jesus to seat them in 
honored places in his kingdom (10:35-40).   

As Jesus, the disciples, and the crowds were leaving Jeri-
cho, they encountered Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, on the side 
of the road (10:46). It was a common for beggars to sit on the 
road pilgrims used to travel to Jerusalem. When the blind beg-
gar heard Jesus of Nazareth, he began to holler. He needed 
to get Jesus’ attention. Jesus was his only hope for healing. 
Bartimaeus called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me” (10:47). “Son of David” is a Messianic title (Isa. 11:1-3; Jer. 
23:5-6). Bartimaeus believed Jesus was the Messiah.

Many people commanded Bartimaeus to be quiet. But that 
did not deter Bartimaeus. He hollered louder. It worked in get-
ting Jesus’ attention. When we face struggles, we have to per-
sistently seek Jesus no matter what others say or think. Jesus 
told them to tell Bartimaeus to come to him (6:49). Bartimaeus 
threw his cloak off and jumped up. Jesus asked Bartimaeus 
what he desired for him to do. Bartimaeus asked the teacher 
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(rabbi) to restore his sight (6:51). Jesus told him, “Go; your faith 
has made you well.” Instantaneously, Bartimaeus was able to 
see. Faith makes the impossible possible. He praised God and 
followed Jesus from that moment on (6:52; Luke 18:35-43).

Why do we have to be persistent in our faith when others try 
to deter us? How did Bartimaeus’ faith help him overcome his 
challenges? Do you recall an occasion God helped you through 
a challenging time?     

LIFE APPLICATION

Reading the scripture text helps us to understand Bartimae-
us’ condition and the attitudes of the crowd. We will role-

play a similar situation but instead of a blind person, the class 
will decide who the person is that needs help. The crowd is 
going to be role-played by church members on their way inside 
the church. Jesus is going to be role-played by the pastor who 
is running late for worship service and meets a person in the 
church parking lot. Volunteers are needed for the parts.       

The disciples witnessed Jesus ministering to the people, but 
that does not mean they believed he was the Son of David and 
the promised Messiah. Some people can be spiritually blind. 
Even though they witnessed the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
prophecies in the life and ministry of Jesus, they still did not 
believe he was the Messiah. Even today, many do not believe 
Jesus is the Son of God who came to save the world from sin. 
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Bartimaeus was blind but had heard about Jesus of Naza-
reth, the Son of David. Jesus’ ministry of healing, delivering, and 
teaching the people was well-known. And since Bartimaeus sat 
begging outside on the road most people took as they traveled 
to Jerusalem, he may have heard about Jesus through others’ 
conversations as they passed by. Nevertheless, he had faith the 
Son of David could heal him. Because of his faith, Bartimaeus 
was both physically and spiritually transformed.

Compare and contrast the ways physical brokenness is 
healed and the ways spiritual brokenness is healed. 

Physical brokenness: ________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Spiritual brokenness:

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

SUMMARY

Blind Bartimaeus was an outcast of society. He had to rely on 
the goodness of others to survive. So when he heard Jesus 

was present, Bartimaeus sought Jesus out. He refused to let 
others hinder him from reaching out to Jesus and being made 
whole. His faith was instrumental in his transformation. Barti-
maeus offered praise to God and immediately followed Jesus. 
People respond to life challenges and victories differently. We 
can lend a helping hand to those in need. We also can encour-
age ourselves and others by giving honor and glory to God at 
all times.  

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: God, we need you to intervene in the lives of those 
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who are spiritually and physically broken. We have faith that you 
can make them whole and victorious. Please help (say names 
silently). Amen.    

Closing Hymn: “When the Storms of Life Are Raging (Stand by 
Me)” (AME Church Hymnal #420)
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Acts 2:32-33, 37-47 NRSV

 32 This Jesus God raised up, 
and of that all of us are witnesses.
 33 Being therefore exalted at 
the right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the prom-
ise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured 
out this that you both see and hear.

37-47
 37 Now when they heard this, 
they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?”
 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your 
sins may be forgiven; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
 39 For the promise is for you, 
for your children, and for all who 
are far away, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to him.”
 40 And he testified with many 
other arguments and exhorted them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.”
 41 So those who welcomed his 

message were baptized, and that day 
about three thousand persons were 
added.
 42 They devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and fellow-
ship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.
 43 Awe came upon everyone, 
because many wonders and signs 
were being done by the apostles.
 44 All who believed were to-
gether and had all things in com-
mon; 
 45 they would sell their pos-
sessions and goods and distribute 
the proceeds to all, as any had need.
 46 Day by day, as they spent 
much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate 
their food with glad and generous 
hearts,
 47 praising God and having the 
goodwill of all the people. And day 
by day the Lord added to their num-
ber those who were being saved.

Lesson 4 September 26, 2021

Believers Praise God
Lesson Scripture: Acts 2:32-33, 37-47 
Focus Scripture: Acts 2:32-33, 37-47

Key Verse: They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellow-
ship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Acts 2:42
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Exalt – To lift up; to elevate.           

• Repent – To feel regret about your sins or past actions and 
ask God to forgive you and commit to change.

• Exhort – An appeal.

• Devote – To show great love and commitment over a long 
period of time.

• Awe – Reverential fear.

INTRODUCTION

What communities do you belong to? Our communities 
play a vital part in our spiritual, emotional, and personal 

growth. Each community you engage with serves a purpose in 
your life. There are some communities that are more influen-
tial than others, such as your faith, neighborhood, sports, and 
school communities. Your life is impacted by those you affiliate 
with everyday. 

In today’s lesson, we explore how the Holy Spirit personally 
transforms us and impacts our community of faith.

How many hours in a day do you devote to the various com-
munities you interact with? The community that you spend the 
highest number of hours with reflects your priorities and full 
commitment to it.

BIBLE STORY

The books of Luke and Acts are a two-volume work written by 
Luke, the Gentile physician. In Acts, Luke wanted to give an 

accurate account of the birth and growth of the Christian church. 
Acts is the connecting link between Christ’s life and the life of 
the church. Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he promised 
that the Holy Spirit would come and empower the disciples to 
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be his witnesses (1:8). On the day of Pentecost, held fifty days 
after Passover, the Holy Spirit came like a violent wind from 
heaven and filled all those in the Upper Room (2:1-4). They felt 
a blazing fire on their tongues which allowed them to speak in 
other languages, as the Holy Spirit enabled them. 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit with fire was the fulfillment 
of John the Baptist’s words (Lk. 3:16), as well as the prophet 
Joel’s words about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-
29). Peter, the disciple who denied Jesus, had been restored by 
Jesus and empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness to others. 
Peter was now known as an apostle, which meant “messenger” 
or “missionary.” Peter shared a sermon with the Jews gathered, 
declaring the messiahship and lordship of Christ (2:14-47). He 
urged the people to repent and get baptized.  

Because of the presence of the Holy Spirit and the boldness 
of Peter, three thousand people were converted and became 
recipients of the gift of the Holy Spirit (2:37-41). It brought pow-
er and unity to the newly formed community of believers. The 
new believers in the Christian church devoted themselves to 
the apostle’s teaching and worship services in the temple, and 
prayed together regularly. They celebrated communion (“break-
ing of bread”) in remembrance of Jesus. Some Christians vol-
untarily shared with others who did not have the basic living 
essentials (2:44-45). They were committed to coming together, 
sharing meals in their homes with others. The Christians were 
jubilant and praised God. The church sustained growth from the 
increased numbers of those who were saved.                                                                                      

After the people were saved, what steps did they take to 
grow in their faith? How have you grown in your faith? 

LIFE APPLICATION

Read the scriptures and fill-in the blanks and then summa-
rize what each one means to you.
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1. This Jesus God ______ up, and of that all of us are 
_________ (2:32). 

2. Peter said to them, “_______, and be ________ every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the ____ ______”  
(2:38).

3. So those who welcomed his _______ were baptized, and 
that day about ______ ________ persons were added 
(2:41).

4. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ ________ and fel-
lowship, to the breaking of _____ and the _______ (2:42).  

5. ________ God and having the goodwill of all the people 
(2:47a). 

Peter preached so powerfully that three thousand people ac-
cepted Jesus Christ and were baptized. What do you consider 
powerful and inspirational when listening to a sermon? What do 
you need to hear in a sermon that you can relate to and share 
with others?

Intermediate.Fall.21.indd   21Intermediate.Fall.21.indd   21 5/18/21   9:03 PM5/18/21   9:03 PM



22

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

As a part of the Christian community, we are obligated by 
God to help others whenever possible. For a moment, think 
about those in need of help or encouragement. Create a note 
of encouragement for them. After you give the person the note, 
ask if you can pray for them. If possible, you can give them a 
small gift with the note. 

SUMMARY

In our church community, we can learn, pray, worship, and 
share with one another. We can actively engage in our local 

church’s witness and mission. Partner with the missionaries to 
join any outreach projects they are engaged in. The Holy Spirit 
will empower us as we seek to show others the love of God in 
action. 

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: Jesus, thank you for saving us from sin. Holy Spirit, 
empower each of us to do the will of God. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit (Sweet, Sweet 
Spirit)” (AME Church Hymnal #196)
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Make a Joyful Noise
Lesson Scripture: Psalm 100  
Focus Scripture: Psalm 100  

Key Verse: Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are 
his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Psalm 100:3

Lesson 5 October 3, 2021

 1 Make a joyful noise to the 
Lord, all the earth.
 2 Worship the Lord with 
gladness; come into his presence 
with singing.
 3 Know that the Lord is God. 
It is he that made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, and the sheep of 

his pasture.
 4 Enter his gates with thanks-
giving, and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
 5 For the Lord is good; his 
steadfast love endures forever, and 
his faithfulness to all generations.

Psalm 100 (NRSV)
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Joyful – To be exceedingly glad.

• Worship – To show honor and respect to God.

• Thanksgiving – Public expression of giving thanks to God 
for his divine goodness.

• Praise – Expression of admiration to God.

• Steadfast – Firm and unwavering in purpose or loyalty.

INTRODUCTION

During the Fall season, there are various sport competitions 
and other activities going on outside. Before the COVID-19 

pandemic, large groups would assemble to cheer and support 
the teams. If a favorite player performs well, the audience will 
shout his/her name and clap or make noise. It feels good to 
be acknowledged for what you have done. We all want to be 
praised. But for some praise can turn into idolatry. They be-
come consumed with every aspect of an athlete’s life and per-
formance. The athlete is followed on all social media platforms. 
This infatuation robs them of time and opportunities to praise 
our creator and sustainer, God. Only God is worthy of our praise 
and thanksgiving.

In today’s lesson, we explore the importance of worshipping 
the Lord.

Who do you follow on social media? Why? How much time 
do you devote to knowing everything about them?

BIBLE STORY

For the next five lessons, we will explore psalms calling God’s 
people to celebrate what God has done. Psalms are songs 

of praise to God as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. The 
book of Psalm is divided into five books: 1) 1:1–41:13; 2) 42:1–
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72:20; 3) 73:1–89:52; 4) 90:1–106:48; and 5) 107:1–150:6. The 
fourth division includes a prayer of Moses, and a psalm praising 
God as our king. Psalm 100 is a call to the nations to worship 
the Lord.

Praise is recognizing, appreciating, and expressing God’s 
greatness. The anonymous author wants us to remember to fo-
cus our thoughts on God which will move us to praise God. God 
is sovereign over all the earth and such sovereignty deserves 
praise from all the earth, not just Israel. The more we deepen 
our relationship with God, the more we can appreciate what he 
has done for us. We are to rejoice with gladness as we serve 
God. 

God is our creator. He gives us all we have, so we should 
generously give to others (2 Cor. 9:8). It is vital we put our trust 
in him and not the world. We can be assured God will take care 
of us no matter what happens. The world can fail us but God 
never does. God is faithful and worthy to be praised.        

This psalm tells us to remember God’s goodness and de-
pendability. Then we are to worship God with thanksgiving and 
praise. There are seven invitations to worship God: make a joy-
ful noise (v. 1), worship (v. 2), come (v. 2), know (v. 3), enter (v. 
4), give thanks (v. 4), and bless (v. 4). We praise God, not with 
bitterness, but with wholehearted love and appreciation.

What are your motives for praising God? How do you feel as 
you praise God? 

LIFE APPLICATION

Genesis 1:1 (KJV) states, “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.” God created the world. We would 

not exist if it was not for God creating us. So all we have belongs 
to God. He has blessed us in numerous ways. If we reflect on all 
God has done, it should initiate worship and praise from within 
us. When is the last time you worshipped and praised God, be-
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sides in church? What initiated the worship and praise?  

In the AME Church liturgy, the Decalogue is recited during 
worship. The opening lyrics for the Decalogue are: 

“From all that dwell below the skies

Let the Creator’s praise arise;

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung.

Through every land, by every tongue.”

What is your understanding of the meaning and purpose of 
these lyrics?

This week take some time to create a psalm of praise to the 
Lord. It can be written on paper or in your cell phone. The first 
part will be an invitation to praise the Lord. The second part will 
be reasons you are praising the Lord. The length of the psalm is 
your decision. If you need help, open the Bible and read some 
of the Psalms. It should trigger some ideas for your psalm. The 
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psalms you create can be shared with the class next week, with 
your approval.      

SUMMARY

Praise the Lord! God is worthy of all the glory and honor. God 
is the creator. He provides our every need. God hears our 

prayers and responds. He is faithful! We have to praise God 
and offer thanksgiving daily. It demonstrates we are grateful and 
devoted to God.   

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: We offer praises to you, God. Thank you for all you 
have done. We appreciate our relationship with you. Amen.  

Closing Hymn: “Praise Jehovah” (AME Church Hymnal #16)
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Praise God for Justice and                     
Righteousness

Lesson Scripture: Psalm 9; Ecclesiastes 3:16-22
Focus Scripture: Psalm 9:1-12

Key Verse: He judges the world with righteousness; he judges the peoples 
with equity. Psalm 9:8

Lesson 6 October 10, 2021

Psalm 9:1-12 (NRSV)
 1 I will give thanks to the 
Lord with my whole heart; I will 
tell of all your wonderful deeds.
 2 I will be glad and exult 
in you; I will sing praise to your 
name, O Most High.
 3 When my enemies turned 
back, they stumbled and perished 
before you.
 4 For you have maintained 
my just cause; you have sat on the 
throne giving righteous judgment.
 5 You have rebuked the 
nations, you have destroyed the 
wicked; you have blotted out their 
name forever and ever.
 6 The enemies have van-
ished in everlasting ruins; their 
cities you have rooted out; the 
very memory of them has per-
ished.

 7 But the Lord sits en-
throned forever, he has estab-
lished his throne for judgment.
 8 He judges the world with 
righteousness; he judges the peo-
ples with equity.
 9 The Lord is a stronghold 
for the oppressed, a stronghold in 
times of trouble.
 10 And those who know your 
name put their trust in you, for 
you, O Lord, have not forsaken 
those who seek you.
 11 Sing praises to the Lord, 
who dwells in Zion. Declare his 
deeds among the peoples.
 12 For he who avenges blood 
is mindful of them; he does not 
forget the cry of the afflicted.
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Exult – To be very happy.              
• Righteousness – Divine holiness applied in moral govern-

ment and the sphere of the law.   

• Rebuke – To reprimand someone.

• Equity – To treat all people with fairness, justice, and impar-
tiality.

• Oppressed – To subject a person to a harsh or cruel form 
of domination.

• Afflict – To cause severe physical or mental distress to 
someone.

INTRODUCTION

In minority communities, the residents often have negative 
opinions about law enforcement and the justice system. Peo-

ple of color have experienced being unjustly profiled as crimi-
nals, falsely arrested, and imprisoned for indefinite periods of 
time. In numerous cases, law enforcement have even killed in-
nocent people and are not held accountable. The world’s crimi-
nal justice systems are flawed and need to be overhauled.

In today’s lesson, Psalm 9 proclaims that God will bring jus-
tice and this is cause for our joyful praise.

How do you define ‘unjust’ and ‘just’? What are your thoughts 
on the injustices within society?

BIBLE STORY

Last week we learned Psalms are songs of praise to God as 
our creator, sustainer, and redeemer. The Psalms are divid-

ed into five books: 1) 1:1–41:13; 2) 42:1–72:20; 3) 73:1–89:52; 
4) 90:1–106:48; and 5) 107:1–150:6. Psalm 9 is contained in 
the first book. This collection of psalms was mainly written by 
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David and the sons of Korah.

They are similar to the book of Exodus. Just as Exodus 
describes God’s rescue of the nation of Israel, many of these 
psalms describe the nation as ruined and then recovered. As 
God rescued the nation of Israel, he also rescues us. We do not 
have to work out solutions first, but we can go to God with our 
problems and ask him for help. God both wills and works justice 
and righteousness for those who put their trust in God.    

If we praise God regularly, a natural outcome is witnessing 
to others (9:1-2). We have to tell others about God’s faithful-
ness, fairness, love, mercy, and grace. Along with all the other 
wonderful things God does for us, it will inspire others to join us 
in praising God. God is worthy to be praised. 

In this life, we may face many injustices. We can be mis-
understood and falsely accused by friends and foes. We may 
feel unappreciated. People do not reward us adequately for our 
work or service. What can we do? Our trust is in God. God will 
vindicate us (9:3-6). God knows what good we have done. We 
are going to be rewarded by God in accordance to his will and 
timing. Meanwhile, we cannot allow others to steal our peace. If 
we trust God, the opinion of others does not matter. Just cast all 
that stuff into God’s hands. We are free from worrying because 
God is sovereign, just, and righteous. 

God judges the world with righteousness and equity (9:7-
10). God will never leave those who trust and seek him, no mat-
ter the circumstances. God is faithful. We are to offer praise to 
God who not only is in Zion (Mount Moriah), but everywhere 
(9:11). He hears our prayers and is going to enact vengeance 
on our behalf.

What attributes of God can you identify in Psalm 9? What do 
these attributes reveal about God? 
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LIFE APPLICATION

God hears our cries for justice when we are oppressed, as 
well as our prayers for justice on behalf of others. Reflect 

on unjust or oppressive situations you have witnessed or heard 
about in your community and elsewhere. Write down a few in-
stances. Who was involved? How did it make you feel? Do you 
know if justice was ever served in the situation? ____________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Using the acrostic for the word JUSTICE, create words that 
describe what justice means to you. You can use a word 

that has the letter in it or use the letter as the first letter of a 
word. How can you get involved in community and world justice 
movements? 

J
U
S
T
I
C
E   
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Romans 12:19-20a states, “Beloved, never avenge your-
selves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Ven-
geance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, if your enemies 
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something 
to drink…” How do you interpret this scripture? How difficult is it 
to obey this command from God? 

SUMMARY

God never ignores our cries for help. We have to trust God 
and seek him daily. Our worship and praises of God dem-

onstrates we know he is in control. We can thank him in ad-
vance for resolving our problems and concerns. God will never 
forsake us no matter the situation. Praise the Lord!

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: God, thank you for fighting our battles for us and enact-
ing justice. Help us to remain at peace as we trust in you. Amen.       

Closing Hymn: “Praise Him! Praise Him!” (AME Church Hym-
nal #92)
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Psalm 107:1-9
 1 O give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; for his steadfast 
love endures forever.
 2 Let the redeemed of the 
Lord say so, those he redeemed 
from trouble
 3 and gathered in from the 
lands, from the east and from the 
west, from the north and from the 
south. 
 4 Some wandered in desert 
wastes, finding no way to an in-
habited town;
 5 hungry and thirsty, their 
soul fainted within them.
 6 Then they cried to the 
Lord in their trouble, and he de-
livered them from their distress;
 7 he led them by a straight 
way, until they reached an inhab-
ited town.
 8 Let them thank the Lord 

for his steadfast love, for his won-
derful works to humankind.
 9 For he satisfies the thirsty, 
and the hungry he fills with good 
things.

39-43
 39 When they are diminished 
and brought low through oppres-
sion, trouble, and sorrow,
 40 he pours contempt on 
princes and makes them wander 
in trackless wastes;
 41 but he raises up the needy 
out of distress, and makes their 
families like flocks.
 42 The upright see it and are 
glad;  and all wickedness stops its 
mouth.
 43 Let those who are wise 
give heed to these things, and 
consider the steadfast love of the 
Lord.

Psalm 107:1-9, 39-43 (NRSV)

Lesson 7 October 17, 2021

Give Thanks for Deliverance

Lesson Scripture: Psalm 109
Focus Scripture: Psalm 107:1-9, 39-43 

Key Verse: They cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them 
from their distress. Psalm 107:6
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Steadfast – Firm and unwavering in purpose or loyalty.           

• Redeem – To free.

• Distress – To trouble, afflict, or harass.

• Diminish – To make a person to feel less than others; to 
degrade.

• Oppression – To subject a person to harsh or cruel forms 
of domination.

• Contempt – Attitude of utter disgust or hatred.

INTRODUCTION

We likely never want to see anyone hurting and not getting 
the help needed. It is heartbreaking to see friends, family 

members, or anyone suffering. It is only natural for us to want 
to help. But in most cases we are limited in what we can do. We 
can give them info for places they can go. But we cannot make 
them go to get the necessary help. This can lead to us feeling 
powerless. We can be assured there is still hope for people. 
God can transform anyone’s life. And when God delivers us, we 
need to give him thanks.      

In today’s lesson, we will explore how Psalm 107 encour-
ages us to be thankful to God for God’s deliverance.

What has God delivered you from that made you thankful? 
How did you demonstrate your gratitude to God?

BIBLE STORY

Psalm 107 is a part of the fifth book (section) of Psalms. The 
fifth book of Psalms encompasses Psalms 107:1 through 

150:6. This section of Psalms is mainly written by David, with a 
few being anonymous. These Psalms are similar to the book of 
Deuteronomy. Just as Deuteronomy was concerned with God 
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and his Word, these Psalms are anthems of praise and thanks-
giving for God and his Word. Most of the Psalms were originally 
set to music and used in worship. We can use these Psalms 
today as they were used in the past, as a hymnbook of praise 
and worship.          

Psalm 107 was written to celebrate the Israelite’s return from 
their exile in Babylon. The anonymous writer speaks of four dif-
ferent types of people in distress and how God rescues them: 1) 
wanderers (vs. 3-7); 2) prisoners (vs. 10-16); 3) the sick (vs.17-
20); and 4) the storm-tossed (vs. 23-30). Thankfulness to God 
should always be our attitude because he has saved us from 
many perilous situations. 

Verses 1 through 3 are a call to praise. God is worthy of 
praise and thanksgiving because of his goodness toward us. 
How is God good? God saved us from sin through Jesus’ sac-
rifice on the cross. He forgives and restores us when we repent 
and ask to be forgiven. Every day God wakes us up. God meets 
our daily needs. We can freely worship him. God loves us in 
spite of our attitudes and behavior. Moreover, there are an un-
limited number of other reasons to praise God. God desires we 
share with everyone what he has done, just like the Israelites 
were to witness to the world how God delivered them from exile.

While in exile, there were numerous issues the Israelites 
faced. Some wandered in the desert, without finding a city where 
people lived and there was a steady supply of food and water. 
So they were lost, hungry, thirsty, and exhausted (vs. 4-9). Be-
fore we become Christians, we are in the same predicament. 
Unbelievers are spiritually lost and without hope. There has to 
be a willingness to accept the salvation God offers through his 
Son, Jesus Christ. Once we have a relationship with Jesus, we 
realize he fulfills our needs.                 

God hears our cries for help. If we experience oppression, 
trouble, and sorrow, God will intervene on our behalf and pun-
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ish the wrongdoers (vs. 39-40). The needy are blessed by God. 
Others are encouraged by God’s love and grace towards the 
needy (v. 42). God’s goodness makes the evil ones be quiet. 
We are to take heed of how God helps his beloved people.   

How does God want us to respond when we are delivered?

LIFE APPLICATION
Describe what people need God to deliver them from: __

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

Trace one of your hands on a piece of paper. Write on each 
finger a way you can help those in need. Share your ideas with 
the class. 

It is good to learn how to praise God in different languages. 
Do you know how to say “Praise the Lord” in another language? 
If you do, share how to say it with the class and let them repeat 
it. Below you can practice saying “Praise the Lord” in French, 
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Spanish, and Italian. When you have the opportunity, share it 
with someone who is French, Hispanic, or Italian. The proper 
pronunciation can be heard on www.wordhippo.com. You also 
can discover how to translate it into many other languages.

Spanish – alabado sea el Senor

French – louer le Seigneur

Italian – prega il Signore

SUMMARY

The Israelites understood what it meant to be wandering, lost, 
hungry, thirsty, and exhausted. They had been living in exile 

until God delivered them. The Israelites constantly praised and 
gave thanks to God for hearing and responding to their cries. 
We cannot make it on our own. God is the One who gives us life 
and provides all our daily needs. When the storms come in our 
lives, God is faithful to come to our rescue. He is our deliverer. 
Thankfulness to God should constantly be on the lips of those 
he has saved and delivered.  

This week use an index card and write, “O give thanks to the 
Lord, for he is good! (107:1a).” Write down five reasons you give 
thanks to God. Place it somewhere you will see it every day, like 
your mirror, bedroom wall, or school locker.

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: God, thank you for saving and delivering us. We, the 
redeemed, promise to witness to others about your goodness. 
Amen.        

Closing Hymn: “O Thou, in Whose Presence” (AME Church 
Hymnal #83)
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Lesson 8 October 24, 2021

 1 How lovely is your 
dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
 2 My soul longs, indeed it 
faints for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh sing for joy 
to the living God.
 3 Even the sparrow finds a 
home, and the swallow a nest for 
herself, where she may lay her 
young, at your altars, O Lord of 
hosts, my King and my God.
 4 Happy are those who live 
in your house, ever singing your 
praise. Selah
 5 Happy are those whose 
strength is in you, in whose heart 
are the highways to Zion.
  6 As they go through the 
valley of Baca they make it a 
place of springs; the early rain 
also covers it with pools.

 7 They go from strength to 
strength; the God of gods will be 
seen in Zion.
 8 O Lord God of hosts, hear 
my prayer; give ear, O God of 
Jacob! Selah
 9 Behold our shield, O God; 
look on the face of your anointed.
 10 For a day in your courts is 
better than a thousand elsewhere. 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in 
the house of my God than live in 
the tents of wickedness.
 11 For the Lord God is a sun 
and shield; he bestows favor and 
honor. No good thing does the 
Lord withhold from those who 
walk uprightly.
 12 O Lord of hosts, happy is 
everyone who trusts in you.

Psalm 84 (NRSV)

The Joy of Worship

Lesson Scripture: Psalm 84
Focus Scripture: Psalm 84

Key Verse: Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your 
praise. Psalm 84:4
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Faints – To become weak.           

• Joy – Happiness, gladness.      

• Shield – God is our protection or defense.

• Wickedness – Evil.

• Uprightly – To behave in a godly, moral, or honorable man-
ner.

INTRODUCTION

Truth be told, we all love coming together and celebrating 
special occasions. We have not been able to come together 

because of COVID-19. There are reasons to be hopeful that we 
can soon be reunited with our loved ones and friends. The vac-
cinations people are receiving are going to provide protection 
for those who get the shot. This is just in time for the upcoming 
holidays. It will be a day of rejoicing as we come back together 
and celebrate in the comfort of sacred spaces of relatives and 
friends’ homes.    

In today’s lesson, we seek to understand the psalmist’s joy 
as he seeks and worships God. 

Do you have people in your life that you can let your guard 
down around and just be you in their presence? How does it 
make you feel to be able to be real with them?

BIBLE STORY

Psalm 84 is one of eleven psalms (42; 44–49; 84; 85; 87; 
88) credited to the sons of Korah, a family of temple musi-

cians descended from Levi, son of Jacob. These songs reflect 
a hunger to be closer to God and repentance for personal and 
corporate wrongdoing. Before we can draw closer to God, we 
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must repent of our sins. God is holy. “If I regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 66:18, KJV). Also 1 John 
1:9 says, “If we confess our faults, he is faithful and just to for-
give us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

In verses 1 through 4, the psalmist has a deep longing to 
be in the house of the Lord. The desire to dwell with God is 
expressed by the psalmist’s whole being: soul, heart, and flesh. 
Apparently the psalmist who used to provide services in the 
temple was barred from doing so. We are unsure of the reason 
because it is not stated. But he is jealous of the birds that freely 
go in and out of the temple. The psalmist found joy being in the 
temple worshipping God, just like we love coming to church so 
we can engage in praying, singing, teaching, and fellowship-
ping. The presence of God in the church building helps us.

As we read verses 5 through 7, the psalmist speaks of the 
joyful blessedness of those who were free to make the pilgrim-
age to Zion, which is the city of Jerusalem. He envied them, 
too. The people had to travel to Jerusalem to observe sacred 
holy days. Those who recognized God as their deliverer and 
sustainer set out to travel without worries. Their focus was go-
ing to Zion and worshipping God. Even though they had to go 
through barren places, the joyful expectations of the pilgrims 
transformed the difficult ways into places of refreshment. God’s 
generous care of them led to praises even in the valleys. God’s 
presence gave them strength every time it was needed.         

The psalmist in verses 8 through 11 offers a prayer for the 
king. He knows if God blessed the king, his ability to return to 
temple service could occur. If everything was good for the king, 
it would also be good for everyone else. The psalmist refers to 
the king in Jerusalem as “our shield.” The king was from the Da-
vidic line and God’s earthly regent over his people. The psalmist 
felt his humble position as a doorkeeper in the temple was far 
better than those who reject the God of Zion. God is our light 
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which means he is the source of our salvation and sustainer of 
our lives. He protects and blesses those who live according to 
the Word. Verse 12 sums up the entire Psalm. “…Happy is ev-
eryone who trusts in you.”             

What do you love about being in church worship services? 
How does it feel when you cannot attend church?  

LIFE APPLICATION

The movie Wizard of Oz was originally produced in 1939. It 
has been a classic movie for many generations. Watch the 

final three minutes of the movie on YouTube. Discuss why this 
is such a memorable scene. Why is there no place like home? 

Wizard of Oz:   

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=wizard+of+oz
+full+movie+original
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All creation demonstrates God’s presence with us. We can 
worship God wherever we are. We understand our church build-
ings represent a tangible place people go to find the pressures 
of life lifted and enjoy a period of spontaneous celebration of 
God. If you could draw or paint a picture or record a song/rap to 
represent praise and worship of God, what would it be? Use the 
space below to create and demonstrate praise and worship of 
God. As an alternative, you can use a sheet of paper.

SUMMARY

The psalmist remembered the joy he experienced while in 
the temple praising and worshipping God. He felt the pres-

ence of God. This made the psalmist feel close to God. We too 
can worship God with our whole being: soul, heart, and flesh. 
God is our creator and sustainer. His loving presence can be 
seen in creation which is why we can offer praise and worship. 
We rejoice in knowing God is with us no matter our location.          

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: God, we rejoice as we recall how you have met us in 
the church and filled the space with your glory. Your presence is 
what we need to live and prosper. Guide and protect us every 
day. Amen.        

Closing Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” (AME 
Church Hymnal #5)
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 (NRSV)Psalms 149:1-5; 150 (NRSV)

Psalm 149:1-5
 1 Praise the Lord! Sing to 
the Lord a new song, his praise in 
the assembly of the faithful.
 2 Let Israel be glad in its 
Maker; let the children of Zion re-
joice in their King.
 3 Let them praise his name 
with dancing, making melody to 
him with tambourine and lyre.
 4 For the Lord takes plea-
sure in his people; he adorns the 
humble with victory.
 5 Let the faithful exult in 
glory; let them sing for joy on 
their couches.

Psalm 150
 1 Praise the Lord! Praise 

God in his sanctuary; praise him 
in his mighty firmament!
  2 Praise him for his mighty 
deeds; praise him according to his 
surpassing greatness!
 3 Praise him with trumpet 
sound; praise him with lute and 
harp!
 4 Praise him with tambou-
rine and dance; praise him with 
strings and pipe!
 5 Praise him with clanging 
cymbals; praise him with loud 
clashing cymbals!
 6 Let everything that 
breathes praise the Lord! Praise 
the Lord!

Praise God with Music
Lesson Scripture: Psalms 147; 148; 149; 150 
Focus Scripture: Psalms 149:1-5; 150

Key Verse: Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Psalm 150:6a

Lesson 9 October 31, 2021
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Praise – To exalt, give thanks.

• Rejoice – To be joyful.

• Melody – Musical tune with a distinctive rhythm.   

• Adorns – To embellish or enhance.

• Humble – To be meek, not proud.

• Exult – To be very happy about something.

• Firmament – The dome of the sky that covers the whole 
earth and is inhabited by all people; God created it on the 
second day of creation to separate the sea from the clouds.

INTRODUCTION

Before COVID-19 infected the world, people enjoyed attend-
ing concerts and sporting events. At sporting events, we 

could cheer or boo our favorite athletes or teams. When we 
attended concerts, we could sing along with the musicians and 
crowds the lyrics of our favorite songs. In both instances, we felt 
the same emotions as the crowds. It felt good to share those 
experiences with others.

The same is true of praising and celebrating God. Before 
COVID-19, we enjoyed being in the church singing, shouting, 
dancing, and playing music. It was a shared spiritual and emo-
tional experience. Music is very important because it helps set 
the atmosphere for worship. In today’s lesson, we explore the 
importance of music during praise and worship.

How does the music played in churches change the spiritual 
atmosphere?   

BIBLE STORY

Psalms 149 and 150 are part of the fifth book of Psalms 
(107:1–150:6). Psalm 149 and 150 are part of a collection 
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of Psalms (146–150) that each begin and end with the Hebrew 
word “hallelu-yah” which is translated “praise the Lord!” It all 
cumulates into tumultuous praise. Psalm 149:1 encourages the 
people to “Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assem-
bly of the faithful.” Israel is glad God is their creator and king (v. 
2). They publicly celebrate God’s saving acts and/or conferral 
of blessings. Redeemed Israel leads the Hallelujah Chorus be-
cause the Lord has given victory, vindicating his people (149:1-
3, 4-9). It is a victory celebration!

We may wonder how to adequately praise God. Psalm 149 
suggests several ways: 1) dancing; 2) singing; and 3) musical 
instruments. It is important for God’s people to praise him in 
whatever way they have been gifted to do so. But it has to be 
done in decency and order. God blesses those who are humble 
enough to acknowledge they are relying on him for all suste-
nance of life. Moreover, God desires us to praise him in our 
private homes just like we do publicly in the assembly of other 
believers (v. 5). If we only want to worship and praise God when 
others see us, it is not genuine. All praise, honor, and glory be-
long to God no matter our location.          

Psalm 150 is the closing hymn of praise. God’s creation 
praises him everywhere in every way. This psalm gives us the 
where, why, how, and who for praising God. Where? We are 
to praise God in the sanctuary and mighty firmament (v. 1). 
Whether present in the church or outside on the street, God is 
worthy of praise. Why? We praise God for his “acts of power” 
demonstrated in creation and redemption (v. 2). When we look 
at the sun, moon, humans, ocean, animals, flowers, we cannot 
help but praise God! And God sent his Son to redeem us from 
sin. That alone is a reason to praise him. How? We are to praise 
God with all the instruments that are in an orchestra (wind, 
string, percussion) and dancing (vs. 3-5). Who should praise 
God? “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the 
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Lord (v. 6)!”    

What methods of praise do we see mentioned in Psalms 149 
and 150? What are your feelings about these various expres-
sions of praise being displayed in the church?

LIFE APPLICATION

The powerful composition “Lift Every Voice and Sing” has been 
used numerous times to celebrate African American achieve-

ments. The song began as a poem written in 1899 by school 
principal James Weldon Johnson. He created it for a school gath-
ering meant to mark the 100th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s 
birthday – an event attended by Booker T. Washington.

Johnson’s brother, John Rosamond Johnson, who was a 
composer, fashioned a melody for the poem, and 500 school chil-
dren then performed it. The piece was later adopted as the official 
song of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and was frequently pasted in Bibles and shared 
in African American communities. It became an important song 
during the Civil Rights Movement.

In more recent years, the composition was mentioned in Maya 
Angelou’s book I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. She talks 
about her eighth-grade class singing the piece with the audience 
during her graduation after a white speaker made discouraging 
remarks during the ceremony.

Some of the lyrics were read by Joseph Lowery during Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s first inauguration. And in 2018, during the 
well-known Coachella festival, singer Beyoncé also sang a por-
tion of the song during her set to mark her appearance as the first 
female African American performer to headline the festival.

Source:

https://blogs.jwpepper.com/black-history-month-songs/

After reading the lyrics to “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (AMEC 
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Hymnal #571), what is the cause of the celebration?   

Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty 
Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the listening skies 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 
Let us march on till victory is won

Stony the road we trod
Bitter the chastening rod 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died 
Yet with a steady beat 

Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been wa-
tered 

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the 
slaughtered 

Out from the gloomy past
Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast
God of our weary years 

God of our silent tears 
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way 

Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met 
Thee

Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget 
Thee 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand 
May we forever stand 
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True to our God 
True to our native land 

Words by James Weldon Johnson

Tune by J. Rosamond Johnson  

Psalms 149 and 150 mention instruments that we can use for 
praise and worship. Write down the names below and then using 
your electronic devices search for a picture of each instrument. 

1. 5.

2. 6. 

3. 7.

4. 8.

SUMMARY

God is the creator of all humanity. God provides all we need 
for each day. He sent his Son, Jesus, to save the world. If 

we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we can have an abun-
dant life. We praise God for being our creator and sustainer. Our 
praise naturally overflows out of us in gratitude to God. We can 
praise God with music and dance. Our praise shall be heard in 
the congregation and the world. Praise the Lord!    

CLOSING DEVOTIONS

Prayer: God, we exalt your holy name. You are all we need. We 
praise you with music and dance. Let everything with breathe, 
praise the Lord! Amen.        

Closing Hymn: “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (AME Church 
Hymnal #571)
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 9 After this I looked, and 
there was a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples 
and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branch-
es in their hands.
 10 They cried out in a loud 
voice, saying, “Salvation belongs 
to our God who is seated on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!”
 11 And all the angels stood 
around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living crea-
tures, and they fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped 
God,
 12 singing, “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanks-
giving and honor and power and 
might be to our God forever and 
ever! Amen.”
 13 Then one of the elders 
addressed me, saying, “Who are 

these, robed in white, and where 
have they come from?”
 14 I said to him, “Sir, you 
are the one that knows.” Then he 
said to me, “These are they who 
have come out of the great ordeal; 
they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.
 15 For this reason they are 
before the throne of God, and 
worship him day and night within 
his temple,  and the one who is 
seated on the throne will shelter 
them.
 16 They will hunger no more, 
and thirst no more; the sun will 
not strike them, nor any scorching 
heat;
 17 for the Lamb at the center 
of the throne will be their shep-
herd, and he will guide them to 
springs of the water of life, and 
God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes.”

Revelation 7:9-17 (NRSV)

All People Praise God

Lesson Scripture: Revelation 7:9-17
Focus Scripture: Revelation 7:9-17

Key Verse: “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

Revelation 7:14

Lesson 10 November 7, 2021
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Tribes – A race of people.
• Multitude – A large number of people.       
• Salvation – Forgiveness of sins.         
• Lamb – Title given to Jesus, who offered himself as a non-

resisting sacrificial lamb.
• Worship – Honor and respect shown to God.

INTRODUCTION

Think about the last news reports you viewed on television, 
read in the newspaper, or scanned through on your elec-

tronic device. What types of stories did you view or read about? 
The world is in chaos with violent crime increasing daily, all 
types of natural disasters, wars, famines, etc. It may seem like it 
is hopeless. But for those who are believers in Christ, we have 
hope no matter our current circumstances.

The book of Revelation has the most complicated writings 
in the Bible. Pastors and laity alike cannot often agree on its 
meaning and purpose. We do know that Jesus commanded his 
beloved apostle John to write Revelation (1:10-13). John wrote 
Revelation in A.D. 95 from Patmos Isle (Google location). His 
purpose for writing is to reveal the full identity of Christ and to 
give warning and hope to believers. John wrote to the seven 
churches in Asia and all believers everywhere. Revelation is the 
last book of the New Testament and discloses the future of the 
Jew, the Gentile, and the church of Christ. It reveals the events 
preceding the Second Coming of Christ, the establishment of 
the Millennial Kingdom, and an eternal state.

For today’s lesson, we focus our attention on the great mul-
titudes of faithful witnesses who are praising God and the Lamb 
in heaven and celebrating overcoming the hardships of life.

What do you envision heaven to be like?        
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BIBLE STORY

John was banished to Patmos as a prisoner of the Roman 
government. Scholars believe that the seven churches of 

Asia, to whom John writes, were experiencing persecution un-
der Emperor Domitian (A.D. 90-95). He had a vision of the glo-
rified Christ. God revealed to John what occurs in the future 
– judgment and the ultimate triumph of God over evil. Chapters 
one through three are letters God instructed John to write to the 
seven churches through a vision. Chapters four through twenty-
two address the future of the universal church. John’s visions 
are similar to Daniel and Ezekiel.

In verses one through eight of chapter seven, we have 
the believers receiving a seal to protect them through a time 
of great tribulation and suffering. As we focus our attention on 
verses nine through seventeen, the “great multitude (v. 9)” that 
John sees includes people from all nations and races, living 
creatures, and angels. They gather as a single crowd before 
God and the Lamb (Jesus). As they gather, they celebrate, sing, 
and worship God. The use of palm branches reminds us of the 
people waving palms and shouting “Hosanna” as Jesus rode 
a colt into Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-11). The multitude in heaven 
praised God because they knew that salvation (deliverance) 
comes from him and the Lamb. Jesus, alone, shed his blood for 
us to be forgiven of our sins. 

All those around the throne fell prostrate before God and 
the Lamb, offering complete praise (vs. 11-12). When we offer 
praise to God, it demonstrates our reverence for him. His holy 
presence is awe-inspiring. In heaven, we are going to fall down 
before God and worship him. Those who come through a time 
of suffering and remain steadfast in their faith are going to be 
given white robes (vs. 13-14). The color white signifies holiness 
that comes from being washed in the shed blood of the Lamb 
of God. 
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Those who have overcome and experienced victory will con-
tinually worship God (v. 15). God has promised to provide our 
needs. We also can expect protection and relief for eternity (v. 
16-17). Our tribulations and suffering will be over. Praise the 
Lord!                         

How does John’s vision provide comfort for us when we suf-
fer because of our faith?    

LIFE APPLICATION

The Rungrado 1st of May Stadium in North Korea is the larg-
est stadium in the world. It accommodates 150,000 people. 

There were 7.674 billion people in the world as of 2019. Just 
imagine being in heaven around the throne with multitudes of 
people that cannot be counted praising God. This means the 
number is not 150,000 or 7.674 billion, but larger. How do you 
think you will feel and react being present around God’s throne 
with people of every nation, ethnicity, and language? 

God has one unified group of believers around his throne 
worshipping in heaven. Why do some of us still not associate or 
fellowship with those outside of our culture and ethnicity? What 
is hindering us? What do you think God wants us to do? How 
can unity be achieved in the body of Christ on earth?       

When the body of Christ is united, our world can be trans-
formed. God’s people have the power to eradicate hunger, fight 
for justice, build homes, provide healthcare for the sick, trans-
form the educational systems, etc. We can expect persecution 
and suffering. But believers are still victorious. Revelation re-
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minds us that we are going to spend eternity in heaven with 
God, our protector and provider. We are simply called to remain 
faithful until the end.          

SUMMARY

The apostle John revealed Christians have hope for a better 
future. No matter the struggles we face now, God prom-

ises the faithful have an eternal home where peace and justice 
reigns. Let’s strive to come together now with other believers to 
demonstrate we are a part of the same family. We are going to 
worship and sing praises to God and the Lamb. The celebration 
never ends.         

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: God, we honor and praise your name. Our struggles 
often seem insurmountable. Day by day, strengthen our faith so 
we can continue to serve you. We look forward in expectation 
of the day we are united as one body to worship and praise you 
in heaven. Amen.        

Closing Hymn: “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)” 
(AME Church Hymnal #437)
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Revelation 11:15-19 (NRSV)

 15 Then the seventh angel 
blew his trumpet, and there were 
loud voices in heaven, saying, 
“The kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Messiah, and he will 
reign forever and ever.”
 16 Then the twenty-four el-
ders who sit on their thrones be-
fore God fell on their faces and 
worshiped God,
 17 singing, “We give you 
thanks, Lord God Almighty, who 
are and who were, for you have 
taken your great power and begun 
to reign.

 18 The nations raged, but 
your wrath has come, and the time 
for judging the dead, for reward-
ing your servants, the prophets 
and saints and all who fear your 
name, both small and great, and 
for destroying those who destroy 
the earth.”
 19 Then God’s temple in 
heaven was opened, and the ark 
of his covenant was seen within 
his temple; and there were flashes 
of lightning, rumblings, peals of 
thunder, an earthquake, and heavy 
hail.

Praise for God’s Eternal Reign
Lesson Scripture: Revelation 11
Focus Scripture: Revelation 11:15-19

Key Verse: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign forever and ever.”                     

Revelation 11:15

Lesson 11 November 14, 2021
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Kingdom – The reign of God in the hearts of humans.

• Reign – To act as king.

• Wrath – God’s punishment for sin.

• Rage – Sudden and extreme anger.

INTRODUCTION

There are many heroes or heroines who bring justice in unjust 
situations. Attorney Ben Crump, from Florida, is a hero who 

fights against injustices. He represents many families who are 
distraught over the mistreatment and/or death of loved ones. 
Attorney Ben Crump is the one who represents the family of 
George Floyd, who was killed by a police officer who knelt on his 
neck for over eight minutes on May 25, 2020. We are grateful 
for Attorney Ben Crump and all the others who fight injustices 
around the world.         

In today’s lesson, we explore the nature of the just, eternal 
reign of God. 

What do you hope happens to the world when God’s eternal 
reign begins?             

BIBLE STORY

Chapter eleven begins with the apostle John being given a 
measuring rod that will be used in this chapter and again in 

chapter twenty-one. The rod was a bamboo-like cane that often 
reached a height of twenty feet and grew in abundance in the 
waters along the banks of the Jordan River. It was a good mea-
suring stick. John measured the temple (symbolizes all true be-
lievers) to demonstrate that God would build protection around 
his people to keep them from spiritual harm and show that there 
is a place reserved for faithful believers. Also, worship is once 
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again occurring. God gave specific instructions about what to 
measure, signifying that God’s reign is not yet completely ful-
filled. In chapter twenty-one, those restrictions are no longer in 
place, perhaps indicating that fulfillment has come.

Verses three through thirteen cover the appearance of two 
witnesses whose identities were unknown. They preach about 
the lordship of Christ over the earth. The message is Christ, the 
King of kings, is coming to take possession of the earth. The 
witnesses have miraculous powers. They are eventually killed 
by the beast that ascends out of the abyss. But they completed 
their testimony first.

God revealed to the apostle John what will take place in the 
future – judgment and the ultimate triumph of God over evil. The 
visions and imagery of Revelation are very illuminating. We may 
not understand the entire meaning, but surely believers have 
the victory in the end. What happens before the eternal reign of 
God?

In chapter eleven, verse fifteen, we have the seventh angel 
blowing his trumpet. The trumpet blasts have three purposes: 
1) to give warnings that judgment is certain; 2) to call the forces 
of good and evil to battle; and 3) to announce the return of the 
King, the Messiah. This trumpet is blasted in anticipation of the 
soon to come worldwide kingdom of Christ. He will reign forever.

After the trumpet blast, the coming judgments are complete 
in their destruction. God is in control and unleashes his full wrath 
upon the evil world that has refused to turn to him. There will be 
no escape. The twenty-four elders worship God because he has 
already started to reign as King during this time (vs. 16-17). 

We may wonder when the wicked will pay the consequences 
for their sins. When the King reigns, the judgment of the wicked 
will occur at Armageddon, the judgment of the dead, and the de-
struction of those who have destroyed the earth (vs. 18a, 18c). 

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY
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However, the prophets, saints, and all who remained faithful are 
rewarded by God to rule and reign with him forever (v. 18b).

God’s temple in heaven was opened and the Ark of his cov-
enant was inside (v. 19). The Ark of the Covenant represented the 
throne or presence of God among his people. It speaks of God’s 
faithfulness to his covenants and promises to Israel. The acts 
of nature symbolize the awesome majesty and power of God. 
In Revelation, thunder and lightning always mark an important 
event connected with the heavenly temple.      

Why were the elders worshipping and celebrating? Why is it 
important to celebrate special events? 

LIFE APPLICATION

The Innocence Project, founded in 1992 by Peter Neufeld 
and Barry Scheck at Cardozo School of Law, exonerates the 

wrongly convicted through DNA testing and reforms the criminal 
justice system to prevent future injustice. The Innocence Project 
has numerous locations around the country. Go to www.innocen-
ceproject.org to discover more about the difference they are mak-
ing in the fight against injustice.

The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-11, NRSV):

Our Father in heaven,
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Hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts,

As we also have forgiven our debtors.

And do not bring us to the time of trial,

But rescue us from the evil one.

The verse in The Lord’s Prayer in bold is a description of 
God’s eternal reign. Believers always recite The Lord’s Prayer. 
What actions can we take to bring God’s reign on earth? What 
can we, as individuals, do to enact justice for the oppressed?   

SUMMARY

We can look forward to the promised reign of God when 
God’s people will know God’s mercy, peace, and bless-

ing. It will be a time of celebration. We no longer will have to 
deal with evilness and destruction. The evil will be punished, 
while the faithful are rewarded by God. Justice is guaranteed. 
We can celebrate now because the world is slowly moving to-
ward the just, eternal reign of God.  

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: God, we eagerly await your just, eternal reign. Guide us 
as we pursue justice and peace on earth. Thank you for protect-
ing us as we do your work. Amen.        

Closing Hymn: “Come, We That Love the Lord (We’re March-
ing to Zion)” (AME Church Hymnal #520)
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Revelation 19:1-8 (NRSV)
 1 After this I heard what 
seemed to be the loud voice of a 
great multitude in heaven, saying, 
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory 
and power to our God,
 2 for his judgments are true 
and just; he has judged the great 
whore who corrupted the earth 
with her fornication, and he has 
avenged on her the blood of his 
servants.” 
 3 Once more they said, “Hal-
lelujah! The smoke goes up from 
her forever and ever.”
 4 And the twenty-four el-
ders and the four living creatures 
fell down and worshiped God who 
is seated on the throne, saying, 
“Amen. Hallelujah!”
 5 And from the throne came 

a voice saying, “Praise our God, all 
you his servants, and all who fear 
him, small and great.”
 6 Then I heard what seemed 
to be the voice of a great multitude, 
like the sound of many waters and 
like the sound of mighty thunder-
peals, crying out, “Hallelujah! For 
the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns.
 7 Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, for the mar-
riage of the Lamb has come, and 
his bride has made herself ready;
 8 to her it has been granted 
to be clothed with fine linen, bright 
and pure”— for the fine linen is the 
righteous deeds of the saints.

Lesson 12   November 21, 2021

Rejoicing in Heaven

Lesson Scripture: Revelation 19 
Focus Scripture: Revelation 19:1-8

Key Verse: “Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.” 

Revelation 19:7
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Hallelujah – Means “Praise Jehovah.”

• Reign – To act as King.

• Just – Right.

• Corrupted – To be immoral or dishonest.

• Fornication – Sexual intercourse outside of marriage.

• Thunder peals – Loud noise following lightning.

• Exult – To be joyful.

• Righteous – Those who have strictly observed God’s com-
mands.

INTRODUCTION

Weddings are an occasion for a bride and groom to ex-
press their love for one another as they join together in 

marriage. It is also an opportunity to celebrate with family and 
friends. Most weddings have large feasts and lots of dancing. 
What type of experiences have you had at weddings you’ve at-
tended?    

When the return of Christ occurs, believers will rejoice at the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. In today’s lesson we will explore 
the love God demonstrates toward believers as well as the jus-
tice and mercy shown during the final judgment.

Do you recall a time you deserved punishment but instead 
received mercy?    

BIBLE STORY

After Babylon’s fall, a great multitude in heaven initiated the 
chorus of praise to God for his victory (19:1-3). The multi-

tude represents all the glorified saints in heaven, angels, and 
the twenty-four elders. They ascribe deliverance, glory, and 
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power to God. The word “Hallelujah” is translated as “Praise the 
Lord” and is used to celebrate Babylon’s eternal ruin (19:4). The 
wicked, corrupt, and fornicators are judged. God’s judgment is 
true and just. The faithful will be rewarded. 

There is a voice speaking from the throne for the first time in 
Revelation (19:5). This symbolizes God himself speaking from 
the center and source of his government. After instructing all 
those who fear God, both great and small, to praise God, we 
hear another voice that resembles a great multitude claiming 
God’s sovereignty (19:6). The source of these voices is unclear 
even though it is believed to be God.

It is time to honor the Lamb. The wedding banquet of the 
Lamb has come (Matt. 25:1-13). The Bride, spoken of as wife to 
be, represents the New Testament Church (1 Thess. 4:13-17). 
The church represents all faithful believers from all time. The 
figure of “wife” symbolizes the glorified church joined to Christ 
in royal reign and dignity in the kingdom. The figure of marriage 
symbolizes the outward, public finalization of the inner spiritual 
union between Christ and his church (1 Cor. 12:13).   

The Bride has made herself ready by God through Christ 
(19:7). This simply means every person has to accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord. Moreover, each of us must actively seek God 
and obey his commands. This is how we demonstrate we have 
made ourselves ready for the marriage. Then the works we have 
done while on earth are reviewed at the judgment seat of Christ. 
The Bride’s robes are graciously given to her based on Christ’s 
righteous acts performed in and through her. In verse nine, the 
apostle John hears an angel say, “Write this: Blessed are those 
who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” “These 
are true words of God.” The marriage supper of the Lamb is a 
blessed reward for God’s people in contrast to “the great supper 
of God (the judgment of nonbelievers)” (19:17).   

If you died today would you be present at the wedding ban-
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quet of the Lamb? How can you know for sure? What are the 
differences between the judgments of the believers versus non-
believers?   

LIFE APPLICATION

Hallelujah is the highest praise we can give God. We praise 
God for all our blessings. Why do you praise God? Using 

index cards or sticky notes, write down what you praise God for 
today. On an index card on the top put in capital letters: 

HALLELUJAH! PRAISE GOD! I PRAISE GOD FOR (write your 
responses):

Imagine you are planning your future wedding. Think about 
who you would have on your guest list. Write down some names 
and their relationship to you.

You are invited to the wedding of ________________________ 
 (your name).

Please RSVP me within seven days via text, Instagram, 
or email. Your presence will make my wedding a spe-
cial day. 
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Surely you have an impressive list of guests. Now compare 
your list to Matthew 25:1-13. Who will be present at the wed-
ding banquet of the Lamb of God? How do those present prove 
the love of Christ for all? How can we make an effort to extend 
the invitation to others for the wedding banquet of the Lamb of 
God?    

SUMMARY

The world we presently live in is full of wickedness and wrong-
doing. It may seem like the evil are not being punished, but 

as we explore the visions of John, as revealed by God, we can 
be assured that evil will be defeated and punished for eternity. 
All the faithful believers are going to see justice and righteous-
ness restored in a world filled with the peace and love of Christ. 
We are going to praise God and celebrate our victory at the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.    

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: God, thank you for your justice and mercy. Help us ex-
tend your love to others so they can be present to celebrate 
your victorious reign. We look forward to being in your presence 
at the marriage supper of the Lamb of God. Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Come, We That Love the Lord (We’re March-
ing to Zion)” (AME Church Hymnal #520)
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 34 Then Peter began to speak 
to them: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality,
 35 but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him.
 36 You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all.
 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced:
 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him.
 39 We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree;
 40 but God raised him on 
the third day and allowed him to 
appear,
 41 not to all the people but 

to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the 
dead.
 42 He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead.
 43 All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.”
 44 While Peter was still 
speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
all who heard the word.
 45 The circumcised believers 
who had come with Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on 
the Gentiles,
 46 for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter said,
 47 “Can anyone withhold the 
water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit 
just as we have?” 

Acts 10:34-47 (NRSV)

Good News for All
Lesson Scripture: Acts 10:34-47
Focus Scripture: Acts 10:34-47

Key Verses: Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to him.” Acts 10:34-35

Lesson 13 November 28, 2021
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WORDS TO KNOW
• Partiality – An unfair preference for one person over an-

other.

• Oppress – To subject a person to harsh or cruel forms of 
domination.        

• Witnesses – A person who testifies on behalf of Christ.

• Ordained – To be appointed.

• Astounded – To be extremely surprised.

• Extolling – To praise God with great enthusiasm and admi-
ration.

INTRODUCTION

The book of Acts was written to give an accurate account of 
the birth and growth of the early Christian church. It is the 

sequel to the Gospel of Luke. Acts connects Christ’s life with the 
life of the church. Acts was written between A.D. 63 and 70. It 
gives a strong case for the validity of Christ’s claims and prom-
ises. Acts covers the thirty years after Jesus’ ascension. 

The apostles stayed in Jerusalem and waited for the prom-
ised Holy Spirit as Jesus commanded. After his ascension, the 
apostles and many women devoted themselves to prayer in the 
upper room of a house. Matthias was chosen by the cast of lots 
to replace Judas. On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit de-
scended upon them and filled the house. Those gathered in the 
house spoke in other languages. 

The apostles boldly preached the Gospel. They were perse-
cuted for their faith. Stephen was the first martyr. Widespread 
persecution caused the believers to scatter to Judea and Sa-
maria. Philip was directed to share the Gospel with an Ethio-
pian, who as a result accepted Christ and was baptized. Saul, 
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a persecutor of Christians, had an encounter with Jesus on the 
way to Damascus. He was converted and preached boldly for 
Christ.

In today’s lesson, we evaluate the ministry of Peter, who 
helped build the early church.

Why do we often think some people are too evil to experi-
ence a transformation? 

BIBLE STORY

Peter was one of the original twelve disciples of Jesus. Peter, 
who often was brash, had denied Jesus three times. But 

Jesus forgave and restored Peter (John 21). He was one of 
the first disciples to see the resurrected Christ. The anointing of 
the Holy Spirit empowered Peter to give an eloquent testimony 
about Jesus, following the Day of Pentecost. As a result, three 
thousand people repented, accepted Christ, and were baptized. 
It initiated the beginning of the early church. Many wonders, 
signs, and miracles were done by the apostles. 

Peter had journeyed to Lydda (Google location) where he 
encountered a paralyzed man, who he healed (9:32-35). And in 
the city of Joppa, God used Peter to bring Dorcas, a disciple of 
Christ, back to life (9:36-43). Peter stayed in Joppa in the house 
of a tanner named Simon. While in Joppa Peter had a vision that 
led him to take the gospel to Cornelius, a Gentile, in Caesarea. 

Cornelius, a wealthy Roman soldier, had sincere faith in God. 
God spoke to him through an angel in a vision. He was told to 
send men to Joppa to get Peter to come to his home. Cornelius 
obeyed. Meanwhile, Peter had a vision during his prayer time 
that involved animals that were considered unclean according 
to Jewish law (Lev. 11). They were forbidden foods. Gentiles 
were often considered “unclean.” God desired for Peter not to 
view Gentiles as inferior to Jews, as well as not worthy to be 
redeemed.        
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Eventually, the Holy Spirit led Peter to go with the men Cor-
nelius sent to bring him to his house in Caesarea. Peter and 
Cornelius revealed the visions they both were given. Cornelius 
gathered his entire family and all his friends to hear God’s mes-
sage spoken through Peter. Peter acknowledged that God did 
not show partiality. The good news of Christ is for everyone. 
Peter preached about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. He had personally witnessed what he preached about. 
Moreover, Jesus is the Messiah the prophets wrote about. 

Peter’s sermon was interrupted by the movement of the 
Holy Spirit amongst those assembled in Cornelius’ home. The 
Holy Spirit filled all present. They spoke in tongues and praised 
God. The other Jewish believers who accompanied Peter could 
not believe the Holy Spirit had been given to the Gentiles. The 
prophet Joel stated, “I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions (Joel 
2:28).” Cornelius and all assembled were baptized, after receiv-
ing the Holy Spirit and declaring their faith in Christ.

What hindered Peter from sharing the gospel with Gentiles 
prior to his vision and encounter with Cornelius? What hinders 
you from witnessing to others?         

LIFE APPLICATION

Help Wanted!

Do you think the apostle Peter could fit in at your church? 
Role-play an employment interview for the apostle Peter. 

The interviewer will attempt to find out why Peter is qualified to 
work on your church staff. Peter will respond by telling of his ex-
periences with Jesus and with the early church. Volunteers are 
needed for the two parts.
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The AME Church was established in Philadelphia, but the AME 
Church has grown to twenty districts, which includes memberships 
not only in the United States but around the world. This means the 
message of salvation has been spread throughout many nations, eth-
nic groups, and cultures.

Districts 1-13 are in the U. S.; but District 4 also includes Nova 
Scotia, Ontario, Quebec, and India. Districts 14, 15, 17-20 cover 
some countries on the continent of Africa. District 16 covers South 
America, the Caribbean, and London.

(For full district map go to: 

https://www.ame-church.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/
AMEMap2017.pdf)

Choose two AME Church geographical locations and re-
search the culture, languages, foods, and people. When fin-
ished, share your facts with a partner. What facts were the most 
interesting?

1. ____________________:
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2. ____________________:

Complete this statement: “I sometimes feel uncomfortable 
in a group of people who are different than me in terms of their 
______________________.” Why? How can you make chang-
es to feel more comfortable? Do you feel after you become more 
comfortable it would be possible for you to share the gospel with 
them?

The Holy Spirit in Acts is a source of divine power, enabling 
disciples and other believers to witness to the risen Christ. 
Receiving the Holy Spirit is a sign of God’s presence and ac-
ceptance of a person as a believer and follower. Every person 
who is anointed by the Holy Spirit does not speak in tongues as 
some believe. The Holy Spirit can be manifested in the spiritual 
gifts a person is given. Do you recall receiving the Holy Spirit? 
How did it impact your life? Do you see/feel the movement of 
the Holy Spirit during worship services? How is the Spirit visible 
in the people?    

SUMMARY

Peter shared the Gospel with Cornelius and those present 
in his home. The Holy Spirit came like on the Day of Pen-

tecost in Jerusalem,except this time it was the Gentiles who 
received the Holy Spirit. Some have called it the Gentile Pen-
tecost. When it happened, Peter confirmed what God had told 
him previously. The plan of salvation is for all. God does not 
show favoritism. We must not be afraid of sharing the message 
of Jesus Christ with others, as well as the importance of the 
Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives. All are welcome to be a part 
of God’s family. 
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CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we are thankful for Jesus sending 

the Holy Spirit to empower and guide us. Every day help us to 
boldly share the Good News with whomever we come in con-
tact. Amen.        

Closing Hymn: “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” (AME 
Church Hymnal #196)
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 
info@amecpublishing.com 

facebook.com/amecpublishing 
facebook.com/groups/amechurchschool 

COMING 
2021/2022! 
The AMEC Publishing House is building a 
new, state of the art building to serve you. 

We’ll announce new mailing addresses & 
phone numbers. Be sure the person who 
orders SS material has provided a daytime 
contact name, phone number & email 
address to keep you informed. Email info to 
info@amecpublishing.com. 

*If your church usually orders by mail, verify
our address for the fall before mailing order 
forms with former address *

Paperless Invoicing 
We implemented paperless invoices & 
receipts. Messages are sent from 
invoicereceipts@amecpublishing.com if we 
have your email address on file. 

Please refrain from calling for moving details. View the 
building process on Facebook.com/amecpublishing  
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