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Following is a list of things the aspiring college student should be doing to create the basis for a successful college education.  This is not meant to be an exhaustive list because each student has different needs and circumstances.  The assistance of a trained, experienced advisor will help to tailor your preparation according to your unique needs.


Pre-High School

· Start saving for college (if you haven’t already)!
· Take classes that challenge you in the subjects of English, mathematics, history, geography, the arts and a foreign language.
· Develop strong study skills.  Read!
· Do your best in school.  If you are having difficulty—don’t give up but seek help from a teacher, tutor or mentor
· Investigate which high schools or special programs will most benefit your future interests and goals.  Think about which high school classes will best prepare you for college.
· Become involved in school and your community to help you explore your interests, meet new people and learn new things.
· Talk with your parents, a mentor and others who will support your positive goals and help with questions about your future plans.




***Please note:  The first 3 years of high school, including Freshman Year are going to be key when beginning the college process.  Keep track of your GPA and have a goal in mind.  The GPA is the single most important criteria colleges use in the admission selection.  Consider using your summers during high school to work, educate, and explore careers.  Investigate the AP Track, CLEP and courses offered through the local community college.


9th Grade – High School Freshman Year

· Meet with your counselor to discuss your college plans.  Review your schedule to make sure that you are enrolled in challenging college prep classes.  Most colleges prefer and many require that you have four years of English, mathematics, history, science and a foreign language.
· Discover why you should go to college and begin thinking about reasons for attending college.
· Study hard and do well in school—your grades do count starting now!  Learn study/time management skills.
· Start investigating recommended courses and tests colleges you might be interested in attending require.  
· Talk to adults in a variety of professions to determine what they like and dislike about their jobs, education needed, and perhaps “job shadow” them for a day.
· Get involved in extracurricular activities.
· Volunteer in your community
· Go to college fairs.
· Continue saving for college and research college costs.
· Visit colleges (while they’re in session).
· Get organized—keep all college materials you have received in a folder, tub, etc.


10th Grade – High School Sophomore

· Meet with your counselor to again discuss and review your college plans and schedule to make sure you are on track.
· Continue to take challenging high school courses.
· Consider signing up for the PSAT/NMSQT given in October.  Ask your counselor for the date.
· Study hard and do well in school—your grades do count starting now!  Learn study/time management skills.
· Start investigating recommended courses and tests colleges you might be interested in attending require.  
· Talk to adults in a variety of professions to determine what they like and dislike about their jobs, education needed, and perhaps “job shadow” them for a day.
· Get involved in extracurricular activities.  Seek leadership positions.
· Volunteer in your community
· Go to college fairs.
· Continue saving for college and research college costs.
· Visit colleges (while they’re in session). Talk with the students attending.
· Explore summer internships and jobs
· Attend an ACT/SAT preparation workshop/courses, purchase practice books, software, etc. to help you prepare.
· Sign up to take summer classes at a nearby community college, if appropriate.


11th Grade – High School Junior

· Take the PSAT/NMSQT in October.  You must take the test in 11th grade to qualify for scholarships and programs associated with the National Merit Scholarship Program.
· Attend an ACT/SAT preparation workshop/courses, purchase practice books, software, etc. to help you prepare.
· Meet with your counselor to again discuss and review your college plans and schedule to make sure you are on track.
· Continue to take challenging high school courses.
· Study hard and do well in school—your grades do count starting now!  Learn study/time management skills.
· Continue to participate in school and community extracurricular activities.
· Begin looking at your college choices.  Ask these questions:
· What is the admission criteria?  Where do I stand?
· Can I afford the school?  Financial Aid or Merit Aid?
· What are the deadlines?
· Does the school offer my major?
· Have I seen the campus?
· Honors Programs, work study, etc.?
· Go to college fairs.  Talk with college representatives.
· Continue saving for college and research college costs.
· Visit colleges (while they’re in session). Talk with the students attending.
· Explore summer internships and jobs
· Sign up to take summer classes at a nearby community college, if appropriate.
· Investigate the availability of scholarships within your community, provided by corporations, labor unions, professional associations, religious organizations and other organizations.
· In spring, register for and take the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT I), the ACT, SAT II Subject Tests, and any other exams required for college admission.
· Consider people to ask for recommendations – teachers, counselors, employers, etc.
· Update your portfolio.  This portfolio might include awards, game tapes, newspaper clippings, artwork, etc.
· Talk to adults in a variety of professions to determine what they like and dislike about their jobs, education needed, and perhaps “job shadow” them for a day.


Summer Before 12th Grade

· Compile your list of colleges you are considering attending.  If you can, visit the schools that you are interested in.
· E-mail colleges to request information or download applications and forms required for admission.  Inquire about financial aid, admission requirements and deadlines.
· Decide whether or not you are going to apply under a particular college’s early decision or early application program.  Be sure to learn about the specifics of the program deadlines and requirements.
· Create a master calendar and note:
· Test dates, fees and deadlines
· College application due dates
· Required financial aid applications and their deadlines
· Recommendations, transcripts and any other necessary materials
· Your high school’s deadlines for application requests, such as transcripts
· Begin the applications process:  Common Application, draft application essays, assemble portfolios or audition tapes, etc.
· If you are a student athlete and plan to play in college, work with your coach.
· Collect recommendation letters.  Teachers usually appreciate having the extra time over the summer to write a reference.
· Review ACT Test results and retake if necessary.


12th Grade – Senior Year All Year

· Continue to take challenging high school courses.
· Update your portfolio.  This portfolio might include awards, game tapes, newspaper clippings, artwork, etc.
· Work hard all year;  second-semester grades can affect scholarship eligibility
· Stay involved and seek leadership roles in your activities.
· Check emails and open all college correspondence.


12th Grade – Senior Year Fall

· Meet with your counselor to make sure you are on track to graduate and fulfill college admission requirements.
· If the schools you are applying to require it, complete the CSS Profile through the College Board.  Many private college and universities use this information to help them aware nonfederal student aid funds.  Check Deadlines!
· Complete scholarship applications offered by your colleges.  Check Deadlines!


12th Grade – Senior Year Winter

· Apply for a pin for student and parents in order to complete your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  
· Parents need to complete income tax forms early.
· As soon after January 1st as possible, complete and submit your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  You can provide estimated information on the FAFSA, but remember to make changes later when income taxes are completed.
· Complete other financial aid applications from your colleges.


12th Grade – Senior Year Spring

· Review your college acceptances.  Compare financial aid packages and awards.
· Send Intent to Register to the college you will be attending which is usually by May 1st.  Notify the colleges you are not attending.
· Make the necessary housing deposits and any other required fees.
· Have final transcripts sent.
· If you are borrowing money, complete necessary paperwork required by college.
· Take English and math test for college placement, if needed
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