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   March 1 , 2016     
 

Hon Stephen A. Zappala, Jr. 

Allegheny County District Attorney 

Allegheny County Court House, Room 303 

436 Grant Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

 

Dear Mr. Zappala:   
 

This correspondence is a follow-up to our letters of February 5, 8, 2016 regarding what 

in our opinion was the unnecessary deaths of both Bruce Tyrone Kelley, Jr. and canine 

officer Aren.  As you take time to further assess what should have, and what should not 

have taken place during this tragedy, we request that you seriously consider what we 

view as excessive force used by the Port Authority officers who shot twelve times at Mr. 

Kelley on that Sunday afternoon.  You, and some other law officials, might feel that 

Bruce Tyrone Kelley, Jr. committed a ‘forcible felony’ when he defended himself 

against canine officer Aren, and may attempt to use that assessment as justification of 

the shooting and killing Mr. Kelley. 

 

First of all every citizen with whom I have spoken, regardless of race, feel that the 

decision to make “a willful or malicious killing of a police animal a felony in the second 

degree” was a reach too far.  We view that as a bad law which should be revoked.  I 

have met people who have stated passionately that a dog, regardless of its function and 

status in life, should not have its life valued as above that of, or at the same level of a 

human being.  I’ve also not met one person, again regardless of race, who has not said 

that if a dog attacked them they would strongly respond to such an attack, and if in 

possession of a weapon would very probably use it.  They all viewed such a reaction as 

very natural reaction to such an attack. 

 

Once again, as stated in one of our previous letters, the officer basically sent canine 

officer Aren to his death once Mr. Kelley stated what he would do if the dog were sent 

against him.  As a dog lover since childhood I understand how a dog can be viewed as a 

‘member of the family’ and how strongly the death of a dog can affect its handlers. We 

feel the dog handler let his emotions affect his decision-making process.  It is the duty 

and responsibility of the officers who are paid to ‘protect and serve’ that they be the key 

people to stay in control and use good judgment.  We think these officers used excessive 

force and should be so charged.  With the presence of nine to twelve officers there 

certainly should have been other options utilized.  If no supervisor was on the site some 

such person should have been called.  Anyone observing the video could clearly see that 

the officers were not really at risk.  Much more discretion should have been utilized.   

 

 

 

 

 

fact that Mr. Kelley, Jr. was walking away when the officers continued to pursue h We 

feel that the sheer malice  
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We feel that the officers were unreasonable in their response, particularly because Mr. 

Kelley, Jr. was walking away from the officers when they continued to pursue him and to 

then shoot twelve bullets toward Mr. Kelley.  We feel that this was an extremely high level 

of fire power, particularly when one considers that the initial crime of drinking in public 

amounted to ‘a summary offense’.  There should be a full investigation as to the question if 

Mr. Kelley was shot in the back.  If this were to be the case the charges against the officers 

should raise to the highest level possible.  

 

We again state that the use of dogs to run people down is especially insulting to the Black 

community given the vicious history of the use of dogs during not only during the Civil 

Rights Movement, but also during the days of slavery, to brutalize Blacks.  We seek the end 

of the use of police dogs except possibly for use in the search for drugs. Furthermore, the 

virtual canonization of canine officer Aren was seen as particularly distressing by many 

area citizens, of all races, in light of the fact that death of Mr. Kelley was virtually ignored 

by the police.  To many African Americans Mr. Kelley’s brutal murder, which began with a 

‘summary offencse’ is another reminder that to some Black lives don’t matter! 

 

In addition, the Black Political Empowerment Project urgently requests that you review the 

other options involving the use of less lethal weapons which Pittsburgh  Police    Bureau                 

Chief Cameron McLay will be recommending for use within his bureau and the City of 

Pittsburgh in the coming months.  These less lethal options, in our opinion, should be 

shared with the Allegheny County Police Bureau, the Allegheny County Sheriff’s 

Department and with all police departments in Allegheny County.  We also ask that you 

also review and share with all area police departments and bureaus the less lethal options 

which are being reviewed by the Pittsburgh Citizen Police Review Board and its Executive 

Director, Beth Pittinger. 

 

We look forward to hearing your response to this very troubling situation. We can be 

reached at 412-758-7898 and at b-pepinfo@b-pep.net. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tim Stevens, Chairman & CEO 

The Black Political Empowerment Project (B-PEP) 

 

cc:  Connie Parker, President, NAACP Pittsburgh Branch 

       Esther L. Bush, President/CEO, Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh  

       Vic Walczak, Legal Director, ACLU of Pennsylvania       

             Brandi Fisher, President, Alliance for Police Accountability (APA) 

             Area Media 
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