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TopVet: Astronauts Robert Behnken and 
Douglas Hurley 

June 8, 2020 
Two military men made history last week with a rather unique mission: flying into space on the 
SpaceX Crew Dragon. NASA astronauts Air Force Col. Robert L. Behnken and retired Marine Corps 
Col. Douglas G. Hurley launched into space on May 30 from Kennedy Space Center in Florida. This 
was the first time ever that NASA astronauts launched from American soil in a commercially built and 
operated American crew spacecraft. 
  
"Now, these brave and selfless astronauts will continue their mission to advance the cause of human 
knowledge as they proceed to the International Space Station before returning to Earth," President 
Trump said after takeoff. "We wish them Godspeed on their journey, and as one proud nation, we 
salute their fearless service." 
  
Both men were selected as astronauts in 2000 and have completed two previous spaceflights – but 
before their careers took them into orbit, they each served in the military.  
  
Colonel Robert Louis Behnken was commissioned via the Air Force Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
while at Washington University in St. Louis, close to his hometown of St. Ann, MO. His first 
assignment was at Eglin Air Force Base, managing and developing new weapon systems. From there 
he attended the Air Force Test Pilot School at Edwards Air Force Base. Later he was assigned to the 
F-22 Combined Test Force (CTF) where he served as the lead Flight Test Engineer for the 4th F-22. 
He has flown more than 1,500 flight hours in more than 25 different types of aircrafts. 
  
Behnken holds a PhD in Mechanical Engineering from California Institute of Technology. Among his 



accomplishments, he was awarded the United States Air Force Meritorious Service, Defense 
Meritorious Service and Defense Superior Service Medals. 
  
He is the joint operations commander for the current mission in space, responsible for activities like 
docking and undocking, as well as work while the spacecraft is docked to the space station.  
  
Behnken’s partner on board is Douglas Hurley, the spacecraft commander who is responsible for 
launch, landing and recovery.  
  
“One of the things that’s really helpful for us as a crew is the long relationship that Doug and I have 
had,” Behnken said this month during rounds of interviews with reporters. “We’re kind of at the point 
in our experience where we, in addition to finishing each other’s sentences, we can predict, almost by 
body language, what the person’s opinion is or what they’re going to do, what their next action is 
going to be.” Both men married other astronauts of their class and came from a military background. 
  
Hurley is a retired Marine Corps Colonel with a career spanning 24 years of service as a fighter pilot 
and test pilot. Raised in Apalachin, NY, he earned a BSE in Civil Engineering from Tulane University, 
where he also received his commission as a Second Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps 
from the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps. He was designated a Naval Aviator after two years of 
flight training. Upon completion of initial F/A-18 training, he was assigned to Marine All Weather 
Fighter/Attack Squadron 225. He made three overseas deployments to the Western Pacific. Hurley 
was then selected to attend the United States Naval Test Pilot School at Naval Air Station Patuxent 
River, Maryland.  
  
The pair successfully landed at the International Space Station on May 31, where they were 
welcomed as crew members of Expedition 63. This trip is an end-to-end test to validate the SpaceX 
crew transportation system, including launch, in-orbit, docking and landing operations. It will pave the 
way for NASA’s certification for regular crew flights to the station as part of the Commercial Crew 
Program. Now that they’ve arrived, they will conduct numerous tests of the aircraft’s capabilities. 
  
When it’s time to head back home, Behnken and Hurley will board Crew Dragon, which will then 
autonomously undock, depart the space station, and re-enter Earth’s atmosphere. They’ll land off of 
Florida’s Atlantic coast and will be picked up by the SpaceX recovery ship. From there they’ll return to 
the dock at Cape Canaveral. 
  
“This represents a transition in how we do spaceflight from the United States of America. NASA is not 



going to purchase, own and operate rockets and capsules the way we used to; we’re going to partner 
with commercial industry,” NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine said from the floor of Mission Control 
in Houston.  
  
He told the astronauts, “The whole world saw this mission, and we are so, so proud of everything 
you’ve done for our country and, in fact, to inspire the world."  

 
 

 

 

Armstrong test pilots, astronaut for Launch 
America share common bond 

June 12, 2020 

 

In 1998 when NASA Armstrong Flight Research Center’s research pilots Troy Asher, Jim Less and 
Tim Williams attended the U.S. Air Force Test Pilot School at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., with 
classmate and now astronaut Robert Behnken, they could not have foreseen the historic mark 
Behnken would one day make on spaceflight. 

Behnken, or as they fondly call him “Dr. Bob,” was one of two astronauts on the Crew Dragon Demo-
2 mission to launch American astronauts from U.S. soil for the first time in nearly a decade May 30. 
Behnken flew in two NASA space shuttle missions in the early 2000s, but this mission was his 
signature on history. 

“Bob is a very humble guy, but in TPS he had a solution to every problem and always knew the 
answer,” Williams said. “We thought early on, wow, this guy is impressive.” 

It is rare for a young engineer to come to TPS with a doctorate. Behnken did just that, after 
graduating with honors from the California Institute of Technology. 



 

 

 
 

NASA astronauts Douglas Hurley 
(left) and Robert Behnken wave as 
they exit the Neil A. Armstrong 
Operations and Checkout Building at 
the agency’s Kennedy Space Center 
in Florida. They were preparing for 
transport to Launch Complex 39A to 
launch on NASA’s SpaceX Demo-2 
mission. (NASA photograph by Kim 
Shiflett) 

U.S. Air Force Test Pilot School class of 1998B stand in front of a Northrop Grumman YF-23. The class included NASA 
pilots Jim Less and Troy Asher (top row, fourth and fifth from left). The class also included pilot Tim Williams and 
astronaut Robert Behnken (top row, third and fourth from right). (Air Force photograph) 

https://www.aerotechnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/nasa-astronaut1.jpg


“Everywhere he has gone he has impressed people,” Less said. “In Houston, they were so impressed 
that he became the chief of the astronaut office and then he got to fly this first-time mission.” 

At TPS, Behnken graduated as a flight test engineer, while the others graduated as test pilots. They 
went on to work on groundbreaking Air Force test projects and then the four former classmates found 
themselves at NASA — three as test pilots, and one as an astronaut. It is common for many 
members in a TPS class to apply to become astronauts, and class 98B had Behnken, and astronaut 
Terry Virts make the cut. The school trains pilots and engineers, like astronaut Michael Collins, to be 
among those brave enough to fly new experimental planes and spacecraft. 

“Flying is never routine and manned spaceflight is a lot like flight test,” Less said. “It is all about safety 
review and risk mitigation. This was the first manned mission of this spacecraft and they were 
conducting a flight test.”   

Williams also said TPS prepares pilots and engineers for this type of first flight scenario. 

“This was the first flight of the Dragon vehicle with a person, which will be similar to the first flights for 
the X-57 and the X-59 aircraft,” Williams said. “We learned in TPS to think way ahead and create 
efficient and effective build up to flight test.” 

 
 

Asher added that flying a first flight scenario is one of the most sought-after career milestones a test 
pilot can complete. Asher, as Armstrong’s director for flight operations, and with a military 
background, has only flown a few from conception to flight in his career. 

NASA Armstrong pilots from left: 
Jim Less, Tim Williams and Troy 
Asher at NASA’s Kennedy Space 
Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla., to 
watch their U.S. Air Force TPS 
classmate’s launch. May 27, 
2020. (Courtesy photograph) 
 



“Bob and Doug flew in some of the very last space shuttle missions, so they chose the two most 
qualified pilots you can find to kick off the next generation of spaceflight,” Asher said. “Who better to 
fly it than the two who have been intimately involved in the design from the beginning?” 

The three remarked about what an honor it was to see their classmate kick off a new era of 
spaceflight, and the sense of national pride it brought to see NASA astronauts launch from U.S. soil 
again. 

“He has been involved with this program for many years, and now we got to see the first flight,” 
Williams said. “When I saw the video of him getting strapped in, it raised goosebumps. It is such a 
privilege and very personal to see someone you know up there.” 
  

 
 

 

New SpaceX Spacesuits Get Five-Star Rating 
from NASA Astronauts 

By Elizabeth Howell 

The movie-star look to SpaceX's new spacesuits is just one of the innovative features the Crew 
Dragon astronauts enjoyed during the Demo-2 test flight to the International Space Station. 
 
NASA astronauts Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken were the first humans to wear the suits in space 
during their mission, which began May 30 with a flawless launch from Florida — the first human 
spaceflight from the region since the space shuttle program ended in 2011. 

How things have changed since then. Instead of the old-school "pumpkin suit" launch suits Behnken 
and Hurley wore multiple times for space shuttle missions, this time the veteran astronauts were 
decked in all-white SpaceX suits for their rocket ride to orbit. 

https://www.space.com/author/elizabeth-howell
https://www.space.com/author/elizabeth-howell
https://www.space.com/spacex-crew-dragon-spacesuits-explained.html
https://www.space.com/spacex-crew-dragon-spacesuits-explained.html
https://www.space.com/doug-hurley.html
https://www.space.com/doug-hurley.html
https://www.space.com/bob-behnken.html
https://www.space.com/bob-behnken.html
https://www.space.com/18853-spacex.html
https://www.space.com/18853-spacex.html


 

NASA astronauts Doug Hurley (foreground) and Bob Behnken give a thumbs up from inside the Crew Dragon capsule ahead of the 

Demo-2 launch on May 30, 2020. (Image credit: SpaceX/Twitter) 

"I bet you we've donned and offed those suits a couple hundred times," Hurley said during a press 
conference June 1 from on board the space station. The SpaceX spacesuits were custom-made for 
the astronauts and thus used extensively during training for the Demo-2 mission.  

Because the spacesuits were fitted to the astronauts' individual body types, Hurley added, "they were 
actually much easier to get in and out of in zero G," or weightlessness, compared to the pumpkin 
suits, which were also called the Advanced Crew Escape Suit (ACES). ACES and the SpaceX 
spacesuits are not designed for spacewalks — just for backup during launches and landings. 

"We'd have to get the suits a five-star rating," Behnken added during the discussion about the 
SpaceX suits. He pointed to some of the primary functions of the spacesuit, which is to protect the 
astronauts in case of fire or depressurization aboard SpaceX's Crew Dragon spacecraft. 

"These suits didn't have to do that job for us, which was nice. But it was clear that they were ready," 
he said. 

https://twitter.com/SpaceX/status/1266798486256676864
https://twitter.com/SpaceX/status/1266798486256676864


 

Astronauts Doug Hurley (left) and Bob Behnken in their SpaceX spacesuits at Launch Pad 39A with their Falcon 9 rocket 

and Crew Dragon spacecraft in the background before launch. The SpaceX pressure suits are designed to keep 

astronauts safe in the spacecraft and not for spacewalks. 

Astronauts Doug Hurley (left) and Bob Behnken in their SpaceX spacesuits at Launch Pad 39A with 
their Falcon 9 rocket and Crew Dragon spacecraft in the background before launch. The SpaceX 
pressure suits are designed to keep astronauts safe in the spacecraft and not for spacewalks. (Image 
credit: Kim Shiflett/NASA) 

Both astronauts thanked the ground crews for their work in developing the spacesuits, which was done to very 
closely tune the spacesuits to the functionality of Crew Dragon. The gloves were designed to work with the 
spacecraft touchscreens, and the spacesuits were made to plug into seat umbilicals carrying oxygen and cool 
air from the spacecraft.  

"One of the things that was important in the development of the suit was to make it easy to use, 
something that the crew just literally has to plug in when they sit down, and the suit takes care of 
things from there," said Chris Trigg, SpaceX's spacesuits and crew equipment manager, in a May 27 
video SpaceX posted to Twitter. 

The spacesuit has been tested in space before, just to make sure it was ready for humans. A version 
flew on the Tesla-driving dummy SpaceX launched towards Mars orbit in 2018, and another spacesuit 
decked thee dummy Ripley that flew aboard the uncrewed SpaceX Crew Dragon Demo-1 test flight to 
the space station in 2019. 
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SpaceX's 1st Crew Dragon astronauts settle 
into life at the space station 

By Samantha Mathewson 

NASA astronauts Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken, who recently became the first crew to fly in 
SpaceX's Crew Dragon spacecraft, have settled into their new temporary home on board the 
International Space Station. During an interview with reporters on Monday (June 8), the astronauts 
spoke about their first week of activities in orbit and what it was like to see Earth from space amid 
protests for racial justice around the world.  

Astronauts Hurley and Behnken launched to the space station during SpaceX's historic Demo-2 
mission on May 30. During an in-flight interview with ABC News and NBC News on Monday, Behnken 
reflected on how cooperation and understanding make international spaceflight possible.  
He also spoke about the psychological impact of seeing Earth from space, a phenomenon known 
as the overview effect. During spaceflight, a number of astronauts have reported experiencing the 
overview effect, describing it as a cognitive shift in awareness when seeing our planet from a cosmic 
perspective.  
Video: Demo-2 astronauts talk space station work and 'overview effect' 
Related: Amazing photos of SpaceX's 1st astronaut launch for NASA 
 

 
 

NASA astronauts Doug Hurley (foreground) and Bob Behnken, who flew to the International Space Station for SpaceX's Demo-2 mission, 
brief mission controllers about their experience in SpaceX's new Crew Dragon spacecraft, on June 1, 2020.  (Image credit: NASA) 
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"From an astronaut's perspective, I think there is a long history of discussing the overview effect and 
the recognition that our planet is really one that we share and need to understand and work together 
to both take care of and to fully utilize, and make space for everyone," Behnken said in the video. 

The Demo-2 astronauts also said that they hope they can be an example for others and inspire young 
children to get involved in STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) fields, which Hurley 
said often requires teams working together to solve complex issues.  

"The message for us is one of cooperation and understanding," Behnken said in the video. "As much 
as the International Space Station has provided a place for many countries to cooperate and integrate 
and successfully accomplish science — accomplish the mission of human spaceflight," he said, 
adding that success can come from understanding and cooperation.  

Since they arrived at the space station on May 31, Hurley and Behnken have been very busy. The 
crew has been fixing the treadmill on the orbiting lab and worked on transferring cargo to and from 
the H-II Transfer Vehicle 9 (HTV-9), the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency's (JAXA) uncrewed 
cargo resupply spacecraft that delivered supplies to the space station on May 25. 
 
Hurley and Behnken are expected to return to Earth in August. Over the next couple of months, the 
astronauts plan to contribute to various science initiatives, and Behnken is also preparing to perform 
at least two spacewalks, on June 26 and July 1, with space station commander Chris Cassidy.  
A dinosaur toy named Tremor, chosen by the crew's children to fly along on the Demo-2 mission  also 
made an appearance in the live interview from the space station. The blue-and-pink sequin toy flew 
with Behnken and Hurley on the SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft as a "zero-g indicator."  
"I think both of our sons were just super excited to see the toy that they had selected to go on the 
mission with us," Hurley said in the video. "It's been pretty exciting for them just to see us fly in 
space."  
 
The crew also shared their experience flying on the SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft for the first time, 
and what they have learned so far during this historic Demo-2 mission.  

 
 

 
 

 
NASA Astronauts Gear Up for Spacewalks to 

Replace Space Station Batteries 
By NASA JUNE 12, 2020 
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Expedition 36 Flight Engineer Chris Cassidy is pictured on July 9, 2013, during a six-hour, seven-
minute spacewalk at the space station. Credit: NASA 

Two spacewalks are set to continue upgrading power systems at the International Space Station at 
the end of the month. The Expedition 63 crew is getting ready for the summer excursions while also 
researching a variety of space phenomena to benefit Earth and space industries. 

Two NASA astronauts will exit the orbital lab on June 26 and July 1 to continue replacing batteries 
that store and distribute power collected from the solar arrays. They will work on the outer portion of 
the truss structure, or the Starboard-6 truss, disconnecting and removing the old nickel hydrogen 
batteries. Following that, new lithium-ion batteries will be installed in their place and powered up by 
mission controllers on the ground. 

The two spacewalkers are following up on the battery swap work that begun last year and continued 
into January. The complex repair job has been taking place on both the starboard and port sides of 
the station’s truss structure. That is where the basketball court-sized solar arrays are located. The 
solar arrays slowly rotate around the truss structure and track the sun but are locked into place during 
the spacewalks. 

Station Commander Chris Cassidy and Flight Engineer Bob Behnken spent the morning resizing U.S. 
spacesuits before splitting up for a variety of science activities. Cassidy spent the rest of the day 
configuring the new Spectrum imager that will view the cellular growth of plants in multiple 
wavelengths. Behnken continued more space bubbles research to promote advanced oxygen and 
medicine delivery systems. 

NASA Flight Engineer Doug Hurley started Thursday on life support maintenance before continuing to 
unpack Japan’s HTV-9 resupply ship in the afternoon. The two cosmonauts, Anatoly Ivanishin and 



Ivan Vagner, spread out in the station’s Russian segment focusing on life support maintenance, 
window inspections and Earth atmospheric studies. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Students from Across US to Speak with NASA 
Astronauts Aboard Space Station 

June 16, 2020 
MEDIA ADVISORY M20-068 

 
 

Students from across the nation will have an opportunity this week to ask questions of NASA 
astronauts aboard the International Space Station. The Earth-to-space call will air live at 1:10 p.m. 
EDT Friday, June 19, on NASA Television and the agency’s website. 

NASA astronauts Robert Behnken, Christopher Cassidy and Douglas Hurley will answer questions 
recorded by K-12 students from the Challenger Center’s national network of learning centers. 
Challenger Center provides more than 250,000 students annually with experiential STEM education 
programs. Challenger Center President and CEO Lance Bush will give opening remarks via a pre-
recorded video. The student question-and-answer session will be the first of its kind with astronauts 
who arrived to the station on a commercially owned and operated spacecraft. 

Cassidy launched to the space station April 9 and currently serves as the commander of Expedition 
63. On May 30, Behnken and Hurley became the first NASA astronauts to launch to the 
station aboard a commercial spacecraft and rocket, lifting off from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida aboard SpaceX’s Crew Dragon capsule atop the company’s Falcon 9 rocket as part of 
NASA’s SpaceX Demo-2 mission. Behnken and Hurley joined the Expedition 63 crew after their 
Dragon spacecraft, named Endeavour, arrived to the station May 31. 

Linking students directly to astronauts aboard the space station provides unique, authentic 
experiences designed to enhance student learning, performance and interest in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. Astronauts living in space on the orbiting laboratory communicate with 
NASA’s Mission Control Center in Houston 24 hours a day through the Space Network’s Tracking 
and Data Relay Satellites (TDRS). 

For nearly 20 years, astronauts have been continuously living and working on the space station, 
testing technologies, performing science and developing the skills needed to explore farther from 
Earth. Through NASA’s Artemis program, the agency will send astronauts to the Moon by 2024, with 
eventual human exploration of Mars. Inspiring the next generation of explorers – the Artemis 
Generation – ensures America will continue to lead in space exploration and discovery. 
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NASA astronauts (from left) Bob Behnken, Doug Hurley and Chris Cassidy are the U.S. members of the International Space Station Expedition 
63 crew. 
Credits: NASA 

 

Follow America’s Moon to Mars exploration at: 

https://www.nasa.gov/topics/moon-to-mars 

Follow NASA astronauts on social media at: 

https://www.twitter.com/NASA_astronauts 

See videos and lesson plans highlighting research on the International Space Station at: 

https://www.nasa.gov/stemonstation 

 
 

 
 

Opportunities to see Dr. Bob on NASA TV 
ALL TIMES CENTRAL U.S. TIME 

June 19, Friday 
12:10 p.m. – International Space Station Expedition 63 in-flight educational event with recorded questions 
from students at Challenger Learning Centers and Expedition 63 Commander Chris Cassidy and NASA 
astronauts Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley (All Channels) 
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June 24, Wednesday 
12:10 p.m. – International Space Station Expedition 63 in-flight event with CBS’ "Late Late Show" with 
James Corden and NPR’s Morning Edition and astronauts Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley of NASA (All 
Channels) 
1 p.m. – International Space Station Expedition 63 spacewalk preview briefing (All Channels) 

June 26, Friday 
5 a.m. – International Space Station Expedition 63 U.S. spacewalk #65 coverage. Spacewalk is 
scheduled to begin at 6:35 a.m. EDT with Cassidy and Behnken and expected to last up to 7 hours (All 
Channels) 

June 29, Monday 
11:05 a.m. – International Space Station Expedition 63 in-flight event with NBC Nightly News “Kids 
Edition” / Associated Press / Washington Post and Station Commander Chris Cassidy of NASA and 
NASA astronaut Bob Behnken (All Channels) 

JULY 

July 1, Wednesday 
5 a.m. – International Space Station Expedition 63 U.S. Spacewalk #66 Coverage. Spacewalk scheduled 
to begin at 6:35 a.m. EDT with astronauts Cassidy and Behnken and is expected to last up to 7 hours (All 
Channels) 

 
 

 
 

Pictures of Dr. Bob 
 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Bob and Doug 
working 
underneath the 
Treadmill.  The 
green slats you 
see in the photo is 
the surface the 
crewmembers run 
on.  The white 
bundle of fabric 
has bungies in 
them to help hold 
down the 
crewmember 
while they are 
running.   



 
 

A few photos of Dr. Bob with the EMU suit (Extravehicular Mobility Unit).   



 



Dr. Bob working on orbit 
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