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I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucifi ed, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV. Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of offi cers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
A.M.E. Discipline
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Genesis 19:1
 1 The two angels came to So-
dom in the evening, and Lot was 
sitting in the gateway of Sodom. 
When Lot saw them, he rose to 
meet them, and bowed down with 
his face to the ground.

15-26
 15 When morning dawned, the 
angels urged Lot, saying, “Get up, 
take your wife and your two daugh-
ters who are here, or else you will 
be consumed in the punishment of 
the city.”
 16 But he lingered; so the men 
seized him and his wife and his two 
daughters by the hand, the Lord 
being merciful to him, and they 
brought him out and left him out-
side the city.
 17 When they had brought 
them outside, they said, “Flee for 
your life; do not look back or stop 
anywhere in the Plain; fl ee to the 
hills, or else you will be consumed.”
 18 And Lot said to them, “Oh, 
no, my lords;
 19 your servant has found fa-

vor with you, and you have shown 
me great kindness in saving my life; 
but I cannot fl ee to the hills, for fear 
the disaster will overtake me and I 
die.
 20 Look, that city is near 
enough to fl ee to, and it is a little 
one. Let me escape there—is it not 
a little one?—and my life will be 
saved!”
 21 He said to him, “Very well, 
I grant you this favor too, and will 
not overthrow the city of which you 
have spoken.
 22 Hurry, escape there, for 
I can do nothing until you arrive 
there.” Therefore the city was called 
Zoar.
 23 The sun had risen on the 
earth when Lot came to Zoar.
 24 Then the Lord rained on 
Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and 
fi re from the Lord out of heaven; 
 25 and he overthrew those cit-
ies, and all the Plain, and the inhab-
itants of the cities, and what grew 
on the ground.
 26 But Lot’s wife, behind him, 

Genesis 19:1, 15-26, 29 (NRSV)

 Lesson 1 September 1, 2019

Faith and Doubt

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 18:16–19:29 

Focus Scripture: Genesis 19:1,15-26, 29 

Key Verse: So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the 
Plain, God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of 

the overthrow, which he overthrew the cities in which Lot had settled.                         
Genesis 19:29 
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looked back, and she became a pil-
lar of salt.

29
 29 So it was that, when God 
destroyed the cities of the Plain, 

God remembered Abraham, and 
sent Lot out of the midst of the 
overthrow, when he overthrew the 
cities in which Lot had settled.

VOCABULARY

• Gateway – The entrance into the city.       
• Consumed – Destroyed.           
• Lingered – Hesitated. 
• Merciful – To be compassionate towards someone.  
• Flee – To escape, run swiftly. 
• Overthrow – To defeat, put an end to. 
• Pillar – Something tall.

INTRODUCTION

James and his family lived in Texas. Their home was surrounded 
by the farmland his grandfather bought many years ago. His 

family grew corn and beans. Their neighbors, the Townsends, 
also grew corn. One warm summer night James’ friend, Michael 
Townsend, decided to start a bonfi re near the corn and bean 
fi elds. James warned him that the fi elds and nearby land were 
dry because it had not rained in four weeks. Michael ignored 
James and made a blazing bonfi re. It quickly got out of control 
and spread to the fi elds and grass near James’ house. 

James ran into the house and got his family out. Michael 
was trying to use the hose to douse the fl ames, but it was not 
stopping the fi re from spreading. James’ father called the fi re 
department but they were far away. Almost all 100 acres of corn 
and beans as well as their house were destroyed by the fi re. By 
the time the fi re department arrived they were unable to stop the 
fi re from destroying Michael’s home and family farm.  

Sometimes we suffer because of the actions of others. 
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James and his family were forced to move and sell the farmland. 
James never spoke to Michael again but prayed for him just 
like his parents did regularly. They were grateful God did not let 
them die in the fi re. 

Do you recall a time when someone’s actions caused you to 
suffer? What happened?

BIBLE STORY

Abraham was a man of great faith. God made a covenant 
with Abraham and promised to make him a father of a great 

nation (Genesis 18:10, 18). After the angels visited Abraham and 
made the promise, as they were leaving God also pronounced 
judgment against the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah because 
of their wickedness. Abraham’s nephew Lot and his family 
lived in Sodom and he was afraid they would perish. Abraham 
intervened for them and the people in Sodom (18:22-33).

The two angels who visited Abraham travelled to Sodom to 
see if the wickedness of the people was as bad as it seemed. 
Lot insisted the angels stay with him at his house, which they 
did (19:1-3). He recognized they were God’s messengers. Lot 
protected the angels from the evil men of Sodom while they 
were in his house as visitors.              

The angels had confi rmation of the wickedness of the people 
so the city was going to be destroyed. But God was merciful 
and spared Lot, his wife, and two daughters (19:16). Instead 
of ten righteous people there were only four but God was still 
compassionate. The only requirement was for them not to look 
back and keep running until they reached the mountains (19:17). 
Lot did not want to travel to the mountains so God agreed to let 
them go to a nearby small city called Zoar. Sodom and Gomorrah 
were not destroyed until they arrived safely in Zoar the following 
morning (19:23 -26). But Lot’s wife died because she looked 
back. When we disobey God, there are consequences. 

God remembered Abraham, who was a righteous man 
(18:32-33). Lot was the main concern of Abraham’s prayer, 
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which was now answered because his life was spared.  

LIFE APPLICATION

Lot felt fearful because of the impending disaster that was 
about to occur. The angel had to grasp Lot, his wife, and two 

daughters’ hands to guide them to safety. How do you feel you 
would have responded to the angels’ message that your city was 
going to be destroyed? What reaction does fear cause in people? 
List four responses: 1) ____________________________; 2) 
______________________; 3) _________________________; 
4) ____________________. 

There are disasters such as fl oods, fi res, earthquakes, 
and tornadoes that affect people’s lives on a daily basis. What 
actions can we take or what plans can we put in place to be 
ready for emergencies? ______________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

During a major tornado in March 2019, a grandmother’s 
prayer closet was the only place a family could hide. The prayer 
closet was still standing after the tornado. The entire family 
survived even though the rest of their house was destroyed. 
Read the story about survival in the midst of impending disaster: 
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https://www.godupdates.com/family-survives-deadly-tornado-
hiding-in-grandmas-prayer-closet/

The act of fellowshipping with others, and praying, can help 
us during times of uncertainty. Abraham interceded in prayer for 
his nephew, Lot, and God was merciful towards him. God is still 
extending mercy towards his people. What circumstances are 
you facing? How can others assist you? Do you know of others 
in your church or community who need help? What steps can be 
taken to assist them?

SUMMARY

Faith in God is very important. If we trust God, the diffi cult 
circumstances we face are made easier knowing God is 

present. We can offer praise and thanksgiving to God for being 
our deliverer. Do not fear but cry out to God who will hear and 
answer.        

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for hearing our prayers and 
rescuing us. Amen.

Closing Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” (AME Church Hymnal, 
#433)  
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 9 After they had eaten and 
drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and 
presented herself before the Lord. 
Now Eli the priest was sitting on 
the seat beside the doorpost of the 
temple of the Lord.
 10 She was deeply distressed 
and prayed to the Lord, and wept 
bitterly.
 11 She made this vow: “O 
Lord of hosts, if only you will 
look on the misery of your servant, 
and remember me, and not forget 
your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set 
him before you as a nazirite until 
the day of his death. He shall drink 
neither wine nor intoxicants, and no 
razor shall touch his head.”
 12 As she continued praying 
before the Lord, Eli observed her 
mouth.
 13 Hannah was praying 
silently; only her lips moved, but 
her voice was not heard; therefore 
Eli thought she was drunk.
 14 So Eli said to her, “How 

long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away 
your wine.”
 15 But Hannah answered, 
“No, my lord, I am a woman deeply 
troubled; I have drunk neither wine 
nor strong drink, but I have been 
pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.
 16 Do not regard your servant 
as a worthless woman, for I have 
been speaking out of my great 
anxiety and vexation all this time.”
 17 Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the 
petition you have made to him.”
 18 And she said, “Let your 
servant fi nd favor in your sight.” 
Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her 
husband, and her countenance was 
sad no longer.
 19 They rose early in the 
morning and worshiped before the 
Lord; then they went back to their 
house at Ramah. Elkanah knew 
his wife Hannah, and the Lord 
remembered her.

1 Samuel 1:9-20 (NRSV)

God Answers Prayer

Lesson Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:1–2:10

Focus Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:9-20

Key Verse: Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the 
petition you have made to him.” 1 Samuel 1:17

 Lesson 2 September 8, 2019

Intermediate.Fall.19.indd   7Intermediate.Fall.19.indd   7 6/26/19   9:04 AM6/26/19   9:04 AM



8

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

8

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

 20 In due time Hannah 
conceived and bore a son. She 

named him Samuel, for she said, “I 
have asked him of the Lord.”

VOCABULARY

• Distressed – To feel troubled.       

• Vow – A promise.      

• Vexation – To feel irritation, sorrow.   

• Petition – A request.

• Favor – To extend grace and kindness.

• Countenance – The appearance of the face.

• Conceive – To become pregnant.

INTRODUCTION

Shelly called her friend Terry after leaving school. “The coach 
put me off the basketball team today. Coach just doesn’t 

understand my pain over my mom’s illness. He’s acting crazy.”

“Forget about basketball. We can hangout more at my 
cousin’s house.”

“Terry, I can’t believe you’re talking about hanging out when 
I just told you I was put off the team. Basketball was my ticket 
to college. I don’t need this additional stress! I have to focus on 
my mom!” 

“Well, if you come with me to my cousin’s house we can get 
something to relieve your stress.”

“Terry, I told you before I do not do drugs!”

“It helps me when I need to relax. Shelly, it would help you, 
too.”

“I don’t know why I wasted my time calling you. I’m going 
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over to my church and talk with my pastor. She will listen and 
pray for me.”

“You are wasting your time praying. How come God has not 
healed your mom? Good luck, Shelly. Bye.”

Do you recall a time when you turned to a friend for help 
but they made you feel worse? What happened?

BIBLE STORY

Narrator: Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. 
Hannah could not have children so Elkanah took Peninnah 

as his wife to ensure he had an heir. Hannah felt like a failure 
and endured cruel treatment from Peninnah. As a result, 
Hannah became physically sick and unable to eat. Hannah was 
a woman of faith and took her petition to God.

Hannah:  “I vow, God, if you remember me and give me a male
(weeping)  child, I will give him to you as a Nazirite until the day 

he dies. He will not drink wine or any other intoxicants. 
No razor will touch his head.”

Narrator:  Hannah continued praying silently. Eli, the priest, 
was sitting nearby and noticed her lips moving but 
he could not hear what she was saying. He assumed 
Hannah was drunk.

Eli:  “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of 
yourself? Put away your wine.”       

Hannah: “No, my lord. I am deeply troubled. I have not drunk 
wine or any other strong drink. I am just a woman 
pouring out my soul before the Lord. Do not consider 
me a worthless drunk woman. I have been speaking 
to the Lord about my great anxiety and sorrow all this 
time.”

Eli:  “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you 
have made to him.”
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Hannah:  “Let your servant fi nd favor in your sight.” 

Narrator:  Hannah left and went to her living quarters. She ate 
and drank with her husband Elkanah. Hannah was 
no longer sad. After worshipping the Lord with her 
husband at the tabernacle, they departed from Shiloh 
and returned to their home in Ramah. The Lord 
remembered Hannah. Shortly thereafter Hannah 
conceived and gave birth to a son. He was named 
Samuel.

LIFE APPLICATION

Hannah is not the only woman in the Bible who was infertile 
until God intervened, allowing them to conceive. Research 

the scriptures and write the names of the other women. If there 
are others, add their names. 

1. Genesis 18:9-15 __________________________________

2. Judges 13:1-7    __________________________________

3. John 1:5-25        __________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Peninnah’s harsh treatment of Hannah is what we call being 
a bully. Often your peers in school, neighbors, or other family 
members can be very unkind. They verbally and sometimes 
physically abuse others. What effect did Peninnah’s behavior 
have on Hannah? How did Hannah handle her situation? How 
do you handle bullies? Who can you depend on and confi de in 
when dealing with personal issues?
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The Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13 is the model prayer 
Jesus taught the disciples. It is the prayer recited in the AME 
Church after taking Holy Communion. The prayer has many 
important aspects. Read the prayer and share with the class 
what part(s) speak(s) to you the most.           

SUMMARY

Hannah had faith in God in spite of her troubles. She was 
persistent in prayer and waited for God to respond. We, 

too, must have faith in God and pray continually. If God answers 
our prayers it will only be if it is God’s will for our lives. We have 
to accept some of our prayers may not be answered by God. 
But we have to continue to have faith and trust God. 

This week, take the time to pray on a regular basis, thanking 
God for his presence with us in the midst of life’s situations.      

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for hearing our prayers and 
answering. Grant us patience while we wait for the answers. 
Amen.

Closing Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour” (AME Church Hymnal, 
#327)  
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