


 Rev. Roderick Belin, Publisher
 Rev. Garland F. Pierce, Editor, Lessons
Rev. Tashara S. Void, Lessons
A. L. Stanfi eld, Copy Editor
Orlando Dotson, Graphic Designer

I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucifi ed, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

A.M.E. Discipline

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV.  Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of offi cers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
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Genesis 18:22b (begin 
with “Abraham remained              

standing”)-33 
 22b …Abraham remained 
standing before the Lord.
 23 Then Abraham came near 
and said, “Will you indeed sweep 
away the righteous with the wick-
ed?
 24 Suppose there are fi fty 
righteous within the city; will you 
then sweep away the place and not 
forgive it for the fi fty righteous 
who are in it?
 25 Far be it from you to do 
such a thing, to slay the righteous 
with the wicked, so that the righ-
teous fare as the wicked! Far be 
that from you! Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do what is just?”
 26 And the Lord said, “If I 
fi nd at Sodom fi fty righteous in the 
city, I will forgive the whole place 
for their sake.”
 27 Abraham answered, “Let 

me take it upon myself to speak to 
the Lord, I who am but dust and 
ashes.
 28 Suppose fi ve of the fi fty 
righteous are lacking? Will you 
destroy the whole city for lack of 
fi ve?” And he said, “I will not de-
stroy it if I fi nd forty-fi ve there.”
 29 Again he spoke to him, 
“Suppose forty are found there.” 
He answered, “For the sake of for-
ty I will not do it.”
 30 Then he said, “Oh do not 
let the Lord be angry if I speak. 
Suppose thirty are found there.” 
He answered, “I will not do it, if I 
fi nd thirty there.”
 31 He said, “Let me take it 
upon myself to speak to the Lord. 
Suppose twenty are found there.” 
He answered, “For the sake of 
twenty I will not destroy it.”
 32 Then he said, “Oh do not 
let the Lord be angry if I speak just 
once more. Suppose ten are found 

Genesis 18:22b (begin with “Abraham remained standing”)-33; 19:29 (NRSV)

 Lesson 1 September 1, 2019

GOD’S GOT MY BACK!
Lesson Scripture: Genesis 18:16–19:29

Focus Scripture: Genesis 18:22b (begin with “Abraham remained 
standing”)-33; 19:29

Key Verse: “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”        
Genesis 18:25
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there.” He answered, “For the sake 
of ten I will not destroy it.”
 33 And the Lord went his way, 
when he had fi nished speaking to 
Abraham; and Abraham returned 
to his place.

Genesis 19:29
 29 So it was that, when God 
destroyed the cities of the Plain, 
God remembered Abraham, and 
sent Lot out of the midst of the 
overthrow, when he overthrew the 
cities in which Lot had settled.

3

WORD POWER!!!
• Slay – To destroy.
• Fare – To live.
• Overthrow – Put an end to something.

GETTING READY!!!
Got My Back?!
Got My Back?! 

Read the following statements. If you stand up for the person in 
the story, circle thumbs up . If you do not, circle thumbs down 

1. The new student is si   ng alone. You go over and start a 
conversa  on.   or 

2. The new person comes into church. You go over and greet them 
during the fellowship moment in service.  or 

3. Some older students take the video controllers away from a 
younger child. You get another controller and play with the 
younger child.  or 

4. Your cousin is about to get in trouble for something someone else 
did. You tell the adult.  or 

5. Your friends are joking about one of your classmate’s shoes. You 
don’t join in the teasing, but you laugh at their jokes.   or 
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INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Sodom and Gomorrah was a place fi lled with bad people doing bad 
things. God became so frustrated with them that God wanted to 

punish the whole place. Knowing his nephew Lot was there and did 
not deserve punishment, Abraham stepped in to save Lot. Abraham 
reminded God of how merciful God is, so God would not punish the 
good with the bad and asked him not to punish Sodom and Gomorrah 
if there were 50 good people there. Abraham knew Sodom and 
Gomorrah was not a good place, and it may be hard to fi nd 50, so he 
lowered the number. Every  me he lowered the number, God gave 
a  or .  God agreed not to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah so 
long as he could fi nd 10 people who were good. Unfortunately, there 
were not 10, only Lot and his family, so God saved them and punished 
everyone else. Isn’t that cool? Even though there weren’t 10, God s  ll 
had Lot’s back.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

What Would You Do?

The teacher will lead you in a discussion using examples of 
situa  ons at school. 

1.  Your classmate has been wai  ng all day for lunch to come because 
s(he) is starving. When it’s  me to go to lunch, s(he) realizes that 
it is not there. What would you do?

2.  There is a person in your school who is always mean to others. 
S(he) always bumps people when they walk by and calls them 
names. S(he) knocks stuff  out of their hands and makes them feel 
bad. What would you do?

4
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3. On your way to school, you no  ce one of your schoolmates has 
pink bubblegum all over the back of her/his pants. All the kids are 
poin  ng and laughing, but your classmate does not know why. 
What would you do?

4. You are taking a test and the person beside you asks for your help. 
S(he) wants to know what you put for ques  on number two. What 
would you do?

We have a responsibility to speak up and speak out for others. We 
have to have each other’s back the way God has ours. We just have to 
be careful how we do it.

REMIX!!!

Write the name of a person who may need someone to stand up for 
them.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
What can you do about it?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

What would you like God to do about it?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

PRAISE GOD!!!

Write a pr ayer to remind someone that God’s got his or her back and 
how God will send people to stand up for him or her. Give the prayer 
to the person you named in the Remix!!! sec  on.

Closing Prayer: God, thank you for having our back! Give us the 
courage to have someone else’s back by standing up for them when 
they are in need. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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 9 After they had eaten and 
drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and 
presented herself before the Lord. 
Now Eli the priest was sitting on 
the seat beside the doorpost of the 
temple of the Lord.
 10 She was deeply distressed 
and prayed to the Lord, and wept 
bitterly.
 11 She made this vow: “O 
Lord of hosts, if only you will look 
on the misery of your servant, and 
remember me, and not forget your 
servant, but will give to your ser-
vant a male child, then I will set 
him before you as a nazirite until 
the day of his death. He shall drink 
neither wine nor intoxicants, and 
no razor shall touch his head.”
 12 As she continued praying 
before the Lord, Eli observed her 
mouth.
 13 Hannah was praying si-
lently; only her lips moved, but her 
voice was not heard; therefore Eli 

thought she was drunk.
 14 So Eli said to her, “How 
long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away 
your wine.”
 15 But Hannah answered, 
“No, my lord, I am a woman deep-
ly troubled; I have drunk neither 
wine nor strong drink, but I have 
been pouring out my soul before 
the Lord.
 16 Do not regard your servant 
as a worthless woman, for I have 
been speaking out of my great anx-
iety and vexation all this time.”
 17 Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the 
petition you have made to him.”
 18 And she said, “Let your 
servant fi nd favor in your sight.” 
Then the woman went to her quar-
ters, ate and drank with her hus-
band, and her countenance was sad 
no longer.
 19 They rose early in the 

1 Samuel 1:9-20  (NRSV)

GOD IS WITH US WHEN WE PRAY

Lesson Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:1–2:10

Focus Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:9-20

Key Verse: Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, 
for she said, I have asked him of the Lord.” 1 Samuel 1:20

 Lesson 2 September 8, 2019
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morning and worshiped before the 
Lord; then they went back to their 
house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his 
wife Hannah, and the Lord remem-
bered her.

 20 In due time Hannah con-
ceived and bore a son. She named 
him Samuel, for she said, “I have 
asked him of the Lord.”

WORD POWER!!!
• Distressed – Extreme pain or hurt.
• Quarters – Rented house.
• Misery – Feeling of distress.
• Nazirite – An Israelite who took a special kind of promise to 

serve God by doing certain things.
• Vexa  on – Annoyance, anger, or worry.
• Pe   on – A wri  en (or verbal) request asking authority to look 

into a cause further.
• Bi  erly – Something done in an angry or very painful way.
• Countenance – A person’s face or facial expression.
• Intoxicant – A substance causing someone to misbehave or 

behave strangely.

GETTING READY!!!

Did you know you can talk to God about anything? You can talk 
about the good stuff , and, you can talk about the bad stuff . You 

can talk to God when you are sad, and you can talk to God when you 
are mad. God is wai  ng to hear what you have going on and how 
God can help. Prayer is more than simply making a wish. It is much 
more special than that. What is something that you need really, really 
badly? Is there something you need to share with someone? Try 
sharing it with God in prayer.
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INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Hannah was very sad. She wanted to be a mother, but she could 
not have any children. And, not only did she not have a child, she 

was being teased about it. You can imagine how Hannah felt. A  er 
Hannah had dinner with her family, she went off  to pray to God. In 
her prayer, she wept bi  erly and asked God to give her a son. Hannah 
promised to dedicate him to God. You know what is funny? Despite 
how anyone else felt about Hannah’s prayer, God s  ll heard her and 
granted Hannah’s prayer.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!
Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?
Who/what do you want to pray for?
Where can you pray for it/them?
When can you pray for it/them?
Why do you want to pray for it/them?
How do you pray?

Hannah did not care how her prayer made her look. Her only 
concern was ge   ng God to hear her, so she would stop being 

teased and be a mother – something that she really, really wanted to 
be. Some  mes, prayer will not be easy, but if you take it to God, God 
will hear you.

REMIX!!!

What is something you want to pray to God for? Write your 
prayer on a piece of paper. Feel free to decorate it however 

you choose.  When you are fi nished, staple your chain link of prayers 
to someone else’s.
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PRAISE GOD!!!
My Persona l Prayer:

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Closing Prayer: God, thank you for hearing my prayer. The same way 
you provided a child for Hannah, please provide me with what I need 
and desire. This is my prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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