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òThose who cannot remember the past, are condemned to 
repeat it.ó-George Santayana,The Life of Reason: Five Volumes in One

Jorge Agustín Nicolás 
Ruiz de Santayana (1863 
ï1952)

Spanish born; Harvard trained 
American/World Philosopher 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/392659


Love of  Country ðCall to Duty
Hispanics born in the United States, or in other countries, have served with distinction in all of  
Americaõs military conflicts from the American Revolution, the Civil War, the Boxer Rebellion, 
both World Wars, Korea, Vietnam to our present-day conflicts. 

The Medal of  Honor

The Medal of  Honor is the highest award for valor in action against an enemy force which can be 
bestowed upon an individual serving in the Armed Services of the United States. Generally 
presented to its recipient by the President of  the United States of America in the name of 
Congress.

According to the Department of  Defense, Hispanics, by identifiable ethnic group, have been 
awarded the highest number (sixty-one) Medals of Honor (MOH) since the awardõs inception 
during the Civil War.  

Of these sixty-one heroes, five MOH recipients were born in Mexico (one WW II MOH 
recipient of Mexican descent was considered an òillegaló), one was from Chile, one was from 
Spain and eight MOH recipients are from Puerto Rico. 



Medal of Honor 

The Medal of Honor is the highest award for valor in action 
against an enemy force which can be bestowed upon an 
individual serving in the Armed Services of the United 
States. Generally presented to its recipient by the 
President of the United States of America in the name of 
Congress.



People That Self-Identifyas Latino, Latinx or Hispanic
Itõs about history, geography, language & culture.



1492 to 1892 ςKey Events in U.S. Hispanic History

1492 /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ άǎǘǳƳōƭŜǎέ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ ςthe European conquest of the First Americans begins

1501 Spanish settlers bring slaves from Africa to Santo Domingo (now the capital of the Dominican Republic).

1619- First African Slaves brought to the American Colonies

1709Africans and Native Americans sold as slaves at a slave market establishes at the foot of Wall Street, New 
York.

1776 American Independence Declared.

1762 to 1804 ςSpanish govern St Louis.

1846ς1848 At the conclusion of the War with Mexico, the U.S. is ceded land and Mexican & Native American people in territory of 
future states (parts of states):  Texas, California, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Oklahoma, Nevada, Colorado and Wyoming

1861ς1865 U.S. Civil War ςThe Medal of Honor is made a permanent military award.  Slavery in the U.S. is abolished.

1882 The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 is passed by the U.S. Congress, the first significant law restricting immigration 
into the United States.  Development of the U.S. Railroads in full swing and extend into Mexico.  Cheap labor 
needed.



1898 to 1968 ςKey Events in U.S. Hispanic History

1898 ςSpanish American 
War (Puerto Rico, Cuba, 

the Philippines and Guam 
ceded to the U.S. by 

Spain).

1948 ςPresident Truman 
desegregates the U.S. 

Military

On 25 July 1952, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico was established on 
the 54th anniversary of 
the U.S. invasion of the 

island.

1952 - The Immigration 
and Naturalization 

Service began Operation 
Wetback in 1954to 

άǊŜǇŀǘǊƛŀǘŜέ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ .ǊŀŎŜǊƻǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
to the U.S. to fill labor shortage in 1942, 
due to WW II.  Many US-born children 

of Mexican braceros were wrongly 
repatriated, along with their parents.

1954 ςCivil Rights 
Movement begins

In September 1968, 
Congress authorized 
President Lyndon B. 
Johnson to proclaim 
National Hispanic 
Heritage Week



Mexican Migration and the United States
ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴŦƭǳȄ ƻŦ aŜȄƛŎŀƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ 
1848 with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Along with a substantial part of what is today 
the American southwest came approximately 75,000 Mexicans who were accorded American citizenship, 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴǘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

άaŜȄƛŎŀƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ мфлл ǘƻ мфонΧǘƘŜ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ-born population of the United States skyrocketed 
from 103,000 to over 1,400,000. That era marked a major transformation in American immigration law, as 
ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муулǎΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфмлΣ Ƨƻō ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ-term transformations in 
U.S. industry and agriculture encouraged Mexican migration to the United States from 1900 to 1932. 
Meanwhile, cautious American officials scrambled to regulate the flow across the southern border in a way 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ƭŀōƻǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛǾƛǎǘ ŀƴȄƛŜǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊΦέ

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ aŜȄƛŎŀƴǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ сл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƭŀōƻǊ 
ƻƴ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ όǘǊŀŎƪ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜύ ƎŀƴƎǎΧΦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ǎƛŀƴ ƭŀōƻǊ ǘƘŀƴ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ƭŀōƻǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ мфмлΧέΦ ό¢ƘŜύ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƭŀōƻǊ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜǎΦέ

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ά/ŀǳŎŀǎƛŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Řǳǎǘ ōƻǿƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aŜȄƛŎŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
lowest paying jobs. Until the coming of World War II and the bracero program, Mexican labor suffered the 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ
Alan M. Kraut, Ph.D. (Department of History, The American University) 1994, RECORDS OF THE IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, Series A: Subject Correspondence Files, 
Part 2: Mexican Immigration, 1906ς1930



The Chinese Exclusionary Act 1882 & the Mexican Revolution 1910
Labor, Politics & War



HARDSHIPS



The American Revolution
1765 to 1783

American Ideals and Values

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 - We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.



Crispus Attucks, an escaped slave whose parents were African and Native American slaves, is regarded as the first patriot 
killed in the Boston Massacre (March 5, 1770) and thus the first American killed in the American Revolution. 

Source: https://www.bostonhistory.org/



The American Revolution:  Americaõs Spanish Savior 
Spanish Governor General Bernardo Vicente de Galvez y Madrid 
(raised an army and navy of 8,000 Mexicans, Puerto Ricans and others from the Spanish colonies in the Americas to 
defend Americas flank at the southeast borders and ports.
historynet.com/painting from the Military Museum ςToledo, Spain



U.S. CIVIL WAR 
The First Hispanic Medal of Honor Recipient

Hispanic recipients of the

Medal of Honor

American Civil War

Rank and Name Unit and Reference Place and Date of action Place entered service Place of birth.

Ordinary Seaman Philip Bazaar

Massachusetts, USS Santiago de 

Cuba, United States Navy

Assault on Fort Fisher,

January 15, 1865
Chile, South America

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NavyMOH_1862-1912.jpg


U.S. Civil War ðHispanic Hero
òDamn the torpedoes! FULL SPEED AHEAD!ó

Admiral David Farragut, Hero of the Naval Battle of Mobile Bay, 5 August 1864 (family roots in Menorca, Spain)
Images:  Library of Congress & history.navy.mil

Hisp Herit Month - US Military History.pptx


World War I ð
òHispanics - Over Thereó

David Barkley enlisted in the Army at 17 and was sent to 
France during World War I. 

Throughout his service in the Army he kept his Hispanic 
(Mexican) heritage a secret for fear of being kept from 
serving on the front lines (at the time, segregation in the 
Army kept minority soldiers from serving in combat).

Barkley instructed his mother in a letter not to use her 
maiden name in letters that would prevent his removal 
from combat.

On November 9, 1918, Barkley's unit, Company A of the 
356th Infantry, surveyed the Meuse River in order to 
locate enemy positions. Volunteers were called for to swim 
across the river to explore German territory and return 
with information about the enemy. Barkley volunteered, 
along with another soldier, Private Harold Johnson, and 
crossed the river. Despite enemy fire while swimming the 
river, Barkley and Johnson scouted the German side of the 
river and returned. However, before Barkley could reach 
the American side, he was seized with cramps and 
drowned. https://cemetery.tspb.texas.gov/pub/user_form.asp?pers_id=11240



Los Veteranos ñLatinos in WWII

Over 500,000 Latinos (including 350,000 Mexican Americans and 53,000 Puerto Ricans) 
served in WWII. 

Exact numbers are difficult because, except for the 65th Infantry Regiment from Puerto 
Rico, Latinos were not segregated into separate units, as African Americans were. 

When war was declared on December 8, 1941, thousands of Latinos were among those 
that rushed to enlist. Latinos served with distinction throughout Europe, in the Pacific 
Theater, North Africa, the Aleutians and the Mediterranean. 

Among other honors earned, (several) Medals of Honor were awarded to Latinos for 
service during WWII. 

In the Pacific Theater, the 158th Regimental Combat Team, of which a large percentage 
was Latino and Native American, fought in New Guinea and the Philippines. They so 
ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŀŎ!ǊǘƘǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ άǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǘŜŀƳ 
ŜǾŜǊ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ōŀǘǘƭŜΦέ 

Latino soldiers were of aid in the defense of the Philippines. Their fluency in Spanish 
was invaluable when serving with Spanish speaking Filipinos. These same soldiers were 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ ά.ŀǘŀŀƴ 5ŜŀǘƘ aŀǊŎƘΦέ hƴ {ŀƛǇŀƴΣ aŀǊƛƴŜ tC/ Dǳȅ DŀōŀƭŘƻƴΣ ŀ 
Mexican American from East Los Angeles who had learned Japanese in his ethnically 
diverse neighborhood, captured 1,500 Japanese soldiers, earning him the nickname, 
ǘƘŜ άtƛŜŘ tƛǇŜǊ ƻŦ {ŀƛǇŀƴΦέ

In the European Theater, Latino soldiers from the 36th Infantry Division from Texas 
were among the first soldiers to land on Italian soil and suffered heavy casualties 
crossing the Rapido River at Cassino. The 88th Infantry Division (with draftees from 
Southwestern states) was ranked in the top 10 for combat effectiveness.  

Source: The National WWII Museum, 945 Magazine St., New Orleans, LA 70130 www.nationalww2museum.org 



Private FelixZ.Longoria
(1920 ςJune 1945)  WWII
Awards: Purple Heart; Combat Infantryman Badge

Felix Longoria, U.S. Army (1920-1945) τBorn and raised in Texas, 
Longoria enlisted in the Army in November 1944 and was assigned to a 
regiment fighting in the Philippines. On June 16, 1945, fifteen days 
after landing in Luzon, Private Longoria was killed in an ambush. 

It took several years for his remains to be recovered and repatriated. 
Then, a Texas funeral director refused to hold a wake for Longoria 
because he was Mexican-American. 

The GI Forum, a Hispanic veterans and civil rights organization founded 
in 1948, brought national attention to the case, and Texas Senator 
Lyndon B. Johnson obtained authorization for Longoria's remains to be 
buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 

On February 16, 1949, he was laid to rest with full military honors, 
with Sen. and Lady Bird Johnson in attendance. People gathered at his 
grave annually for decades, and the "Felix Longoria Affair" played a 
significant role in catalyzing Mexican-American political consciousness 
and activism. 

(Source: Arlington National Cemetery - Section 34, Grave 4608), photo credit:  Texas A&M 
University


