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Love of CountB/Call to Duty

Hispanics born in the United States, or in other countries, have served with distinction
Amer i caos mllltary conflicts from the
both World Wars, Korea, Vietham to our pdasecnflicts.

The Medal of Honor

The Medal of Honor is the highest award for valor in action against an enemy force wt
bestowed upon an individual serving in the Armed Services of the United States. Gen
presented to its recipient by the President of the United States of America in the name
Congress.

According to the Department of Defense, Hispanics, by identifiable ethnic group, have
awarded the highest numbergsixtg ) Me dal s of Honor ( MOH
during the Civil War.

Of these sixtne heroes, five MOH recipients were born in Mexico (one WW 1| MOH
reci pl ent of Mexican descent was coNns.i
Spain and eight MOH recipients are from Puerto Rico.



Medal of Honor

The Medal of Honor is the highest award for valor in action
against an enemy force which can be bestowed upon an
iIndividual serving in the Armed Services of the United
States. Generally presented to its recipient by the

President of the United States of America in the name of
Congress.



People Th&elfldentifyas Latino, Latinx or Hispanic
| t 0s about history, g

Latino: Hispanic:
Argentina,
Includes: Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Includes: Spain
French Guianaq, Colombia, Costa Ricaq,
Guadeloupe, Cuba, Dominican
Haiti, Martinique, Republic, Ecuador, Does NOT include:
Saint Barthélemy, El Salvador, Guatemala, Brazil, French
Saint Martin Honduras, Mexico, Guiana,
Nicaragua, Panama, Guadeloupe,
Paraguay, Peru, Haiti, Martinique,
Does NOL Puerto Rico, Saint Barthélemy,
include: Spain Uruguay, Saint Martin

Venezuela

@ vivolatinemericc tumblr.com



1492 to 1892; Key Events in U.S. Hispanic History

1492 /| 2f dzYo dza & & dzy o f S &eé Eufopeanxonfuksbof theYFBsNAm@ricans begins

1501 Spanish settlers bring slaves from Africa to Santo Domingo (now the capital of the Dominican Republic).
1619- First African Slaves brought to the American Colonies

1709Africans and Native Americans sold as slaves at a slave market establishes at the foot of Wall Street, New
York.

1776 American Independence Declared.
1762 to 1804 Spanish govern St Louis.

1846;1848 At the conclusion of the War with Mexico, the U.S. is ceded land and Mexican & Native American people in territory of
future states (parts of states): Texas, California, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Oklahoma, Nevada, Colorado and Wyoming

1861¢1865 U.S. Civil War The Medal of Honor is made a permanent military award. Slavery in the U.S. is abolished.

1882 The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 is passed by the U.S. Congress, the first significant law restricting immigration

into the United States. Development of the U.S. Railroads in full swing and extend into Mexico. Cheap labor
needed.



1898 to 1968, Key Events in U.S. Hispanic History

On 25 July 1952, the
Commonwealth of Puertc
Rico was established o

1898¢ Spanish America
War (Puerto Rico, Cuba
the Philippines and Gua g
ceded to the U.S. by
Spain).

1948¢ President Truman
desegregates the U.S. g

Military the 54th anniversary of

the U.S. invasion of the
Island.

1952- The Immigration In September 1968,

and Naturalization Congress authorized
Service began Operatio

Wetback in 1954 1954 ¢ Civil Rights President Lyndon B.

ANBLI GNRF 5S¢ aSEA Movement begins Johnson to proclaim

to the U.S. to fill labor shortage in 1942 . - .
due to WW Il. Many UBorn children National HISpanIC

of Mexican braceros were wrongly Heri’[age WGEk

repatriated, along with their parents.




Mexican Migration and the United States

G¢KS I NHSad AyFtdzE 2F aSEAOFYya Ayd2 GKS ! YSNRAO
1848 with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Along with a substantial part of what is today

the American southwest came approximately 75,000 Mexicans who were_accorded American citizenship,
gAOUK Tttt AdG&a FUuadSyRE yu NAIKGIaA YR NBALRYAAOAT AL
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from 103,000 to over 1,400,000. That era marked a major transformatlon iIn American immigration law, as
I IANB 6 @S 2F AYYAIANI GA 2y G0KI 0S3AlLY AY (KS ™

G¢KS aSEAOFY wS@2ftdziAaz2y AY mpmn3 -8 Fandobdlaidmlindzy A {
U.S. industry and agriculture encouraged Mexican migration to the United States from 1900 to 1932.
Meanwhlle cautious American officials scrambled to regulate the flow across the southern border in a way

0K g2df R NBO2YyOAtS ftF o2NJ yééﬁeé FYR yIFGAGAAG |
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GAGK SEOfdzRAY3 ! aAlLY fF02NJUKEY aSEAOFY f 1 62NJ d:
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lowest paying jobs. Until the coming of World War Il and the bracero program, Mexican labor suffered the
O2Y0AYSR STFTS00Ga 27 sozyzvxo RSLINBaaAzy YR RAA
élargé\/l IVIKraut Ih .D. (Detpartrrllgglg)é‘oHlstory, The American University) 1994, RECORDS OF THE IMMIGRATION AND NATWREL K&THON: SiiRject Correspondence Files,

art 2: Mexican Immigration



The Chinese Exclusionary Act 1882 & the Mexican Revolution 1910
Labor, Politics & War
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The American Revolution
1765 to 1783

American ldeals and Values

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 We hold
these truths to be satfvident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.



Crispus Attucksn escaped slave whose parents were African and Native American slaves, is regarded as the f
killed in the Boston Massacre (March 5, 1770) and thus the first American killed in the American Revolutio

Source: https://www.bostonhistory.org/




Spanish Governor General Bernardo Vicente de Galvez y Madrid

(raised an army and navy of 8,000 Mexicans, Puerto Ricans and others from the Spanish colonies in the Americas 1

defend Americas flank at the southeast borders and ports.
historynet.com/painting from the Military Museugioledo, Spain



U.S. CIVIL WAR

The First Hispanic Medal of Honor Recipient

"

Hispanic recipients of the
Medal of Honor

American Civil War

Place entered service Place of birth.

Rank and Name Unit and Reference Place and Date of action

Massachusetts, USS Santiago Assault on Fort Fisher,

: . . Chilg South America
Ordinary Seamarhilip Bazaa Cuba, United States Navy January 15, 1865 Al <l I


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NavyMOH_1862-1912.jpg

U.S. Civil Wad Hispanic Hero
oDamn the torpedoes! FULL .

Admiral David Farragut, Hero of the Naval Battle of Mobile Bay, 5 August 1864 (family roots in Menorca, Sp
Images: Library of Congrdsst&ry.navy.mil



Hisp Herit Month - US Military History.pptx

World War | 0o
OHI spamives The

David Barkley enlisted in the Army at 17 and was sent to
France during World War |.

Throughout his service in the Army he kept his Hispanic
(Mexican) heritage a secret for fear of being kept from
serving on the front lines (at the time, segregation in the
Army kept minority soldiers from serving in combat).

Barkley instructed his mother in a letter not to use her
maiden name in letters that would prevent his removal
from combat.

On November 9, 1918, Barkley's unit, Company A of the
356th Infantry, surveyed the Meuse River in order to
locate enemy positions. Volunteers were called for to swim
across the river to explore German territory and return
with information about the enemy. Barkley volunteered,
along with another soldier, Private Harold Johnson, and
crossed the river. Despite enemy fire while swimming the
river, Barkley and Johnson scouted the German side of the
river and returned. However, before Barkley could reach
the American side, he was seized with cramps and
drowned .https://cemetery.tspb.texas.gov/pub/user_form.asp?pers_id=11240



Los Veteranos n Latinos in WWII

Over 500,000 Latinos (including 350,000 Mexican Americans and 53,000 Puerto Ricans
served in WWIL.

Exact numbers are difficult because, except for the 65th Infantry Regiment from Puerto
Rico, Latinos were not segregated into separate units, as African Americans were.

When war was declared on December 8, 1941, thousands of Latinos were among those
that rushed to enlist. Latinos served with distinction throughout Europe, in the Pacific
Theater, North Africa, the Aleutians and the Mediterranean.

Among other honors earned, (several) Medals of Honor were awarded to Latinos for
service during WWII.

In the Pacific Theater, the 158th Regimental Combat Team, of which a large percentage
was Latino and Native American, fought in New Guinea and the Phlllpplnes. They so
AYLINB34aSR DSYSNIft al O! NIKdzNI GKI KS OI ¢
SOSNJ RSLIX 2SR AYy o0F uuf S ®¢

Latino soldiers were of aid in the defense of the Philippines. Their fluency in Spanish
was invaluable when serving with Spanish speaking Filipinos. These same soldiers were
LI NI 2F 0KS AyFrY2dza . FdallFby 5SFGK al ND
Mexican American from East Los Angeles who had learned Japanese in his ethnically
diverse neighborhqod, captured 1,500 Japanese soldiers, earning him the nickname,
(KS at ASR t ALISNI 27 { I A LJ VCDa

In the European Theater, Latino soldiers from the 36th Infantry Division from Texas
were among the first soldiers to land on Italian soil and suffered heavy casualties
crossing the Rapido River@assinoThe 88th Infantry Division (with draftees from
Southwestern states) was ranked in the top 10 for combat effectiveness.

Source: The National WWII Museum, 945 Magazine St., New Orleans, LA 70130 www.nationalww2museum.org
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Private FeliX.Longoria

(1920¢ June 1945) WWII
Awards Purple HeartCombat Infantryman Badge

Felix Longoria, U.S. Army (19P®45)T1 Born and raised in Texas,
Longoria enlisted in the Army in November 1944 and was assigned to a
regiment fighting in the Philippines. On June 16, 1945, fifteen days
after landing in Luzon, Private Longoria was killed in an ambush.

It took several years for his remains to be recovered and repatriated.
Then, a Texas funeral director refused to hold a wake for Longoria
because he was Mexicakmerican.

The GI Forum, a Hispanic veterans and civil rights organization founded
in 1948, brought national attention to the case, and Texas Senator
Lyndon B. Johnson obtained authorization for Longoria's remains to be
buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

On February 16, 1949, he was laid to rest with full military honors,

with Sen. and Lady Bird Johnson in attendance. People gathered at his
grave annually for decades, and the "Felix Longoria Affair" played a
significant role in catalyzing Mexic&merican political consciousness
and activism.

(Source: Arlington National Cemeter$ection 34, Grave 4608), photo credit: Texas A&M
University



