
Message from the Mayor: 
 
As we move through August, the summer is busier than ever.  There is a buzz 
throughout the Borough of Beach Haven and everyone is having a lot of fun. The re-
opening of the Surflight Theatre after two years has been a major contributor to 
the good vibes running through the town, and many business owners have told me 
this is the best year they’ve ever had.  
 
The new municipal building is taking shape.  The roof is on and the windows are in, 
and the cedar siding will start to go up this month. All Borough offices including the 
police department will be housed in the new building, and the historic Beach Haven 
quilt will hang in a prominent space for all to admire.    
 
The most exciting news is the $5 million grant that the Borough was awarded by 
the New Jersey Economic Development Authority to cover the building’s 
development and construction.  The Council is thrilled about securing this grant, as 
it means we can focus Borough tax revenues on other important community 
priorities. We expect to move in to the new building in October, and will be hosting a 
grand opening celebration for the community. Keep checking our web site for 
updates and information! 
 
We are actively engaged in redevelopment of our business district.  We have 
encouraged lots of new business to come to town and are trying to make it easier for 
them to succeed.  My fellow town councilors, Don Kakstis and Chuck Maschal are 
leading this initiative, and are asking residents and visitors to complete the survey 
found at LBIsurvey.com.  The survey will help us better understand what you 
would like to see in Beach Haven’s business district. We have some interesting 
projects pending which I hope to describe in my next newsletter. 
 
Improvements to our parks and recreational areas are also underway!  
 
Taylor Avenue on the Bay is slowly being transformed.  A few years ago residents 
created a “Native Garden” in an unattractive flood area next to the basketball court, 
which has blossomed into a truly beautiful space. Our manager, Sherry Mason and a 
couple of residents, recently secured a grant to further enhance the area and to 
promote education relating to decreasing excess water use. The basketball court 
also had a makeover, the playground equipment is new, and we installed new 
sidewalks and a new patio in the area thanks to a county block grant.  This fall the 
Borough and Jetty Life Foundation will build a large pavilion overlooking the bay at 
Taylor Avenue. Thank you to the many residents and friends for taking care of the 
park donating their time and money to enhance the beauty of this spot. 
 
Nelson Avenue is our center for pickle ball in Beach Haven. This hub of activity 
draws players from all over LBI as well as the mainland, and we’re happy to now 
have permanent courts that are open to the public from sunrise to sunset. Over 90 
people competed in a pickle ball tournament on August 12-13.  In addition to the 



courts, the Nelson Avenue Park has an elaborate playground. There’s a bit of 
something for everyone, young and old, at Nelson Park! 
 
Beach Haven’s beach between 2nd and 3rd streets has a new, very popular beach 
volleyball court. It has been so well used that the Council is considering constructing 
a second court so players can have tournaments. The beach at Center Street is 
home to Yoga Bohemia’s daily yoga class, from 8-9 AM. Get centered, Beach Haven! 
You can either buy a pass or drop in for a slightly higher fee. 
 
I can’t speak about the beach without thanking the lifeguards for their dedication to 
keeping residents and visitors safe. They’re doing an amazing job and the Council 
deeply appreciates their commitment to the community!  
 
A few more updates… 
 
The Bay at Pearl Street now houses a floating ramp that allows water enthusiasts 
to more easily lunch their paddleboards and Kayaks.  Ken, owner of South End Surf 
and Paddle donated $1000 toward this improvement.  While kayaking or paddling 
around Mordecai Island, you can see that the number of endanger species of birds 
(Oyster Catchers, Black skimmers and Least Turns) have returned and are nesting 
on the island.   
 
Walsh Field, between Pearl and Ocean Streets, is the site of a variety of sports 
camps. We have seven tennis courts in the North West corner of the field, four of 
which were recently refurbished.  
 
Veteran’s Park is always busy with concerts on Wednesday nights and numerous 
flea markets during the summer.   This park is in the heart of the historical district.  
We hope to make some major improvements there in the next few years. 
 
Taxpayers and Beach Badge buyers will be happy to know that we will shortly 
launch a “pay your bills” site on our web site.  Many members of the community 
have asked for this convenience.  
 
A draft of our new master plan is available online.  This report will outline the 
direction in which we would like Beach Haven to evolve.  We plan on having public 
hearings in September (The first Tuesday night after Labor Day, September 6) so 
residents can provide input and share their ideas and concerns. 
 
Our Council and Borough Staff are working hard to make Beach Haven as fun, 
beautiful and safe as possible.  We welcome your comments and suggestions.  We all 
love our town; everyday is a “BEAUTIFUL DAY IN BEACH HAVEN.”   
 
When you have a chance, take a moment to thank our employees who work 
tirelessly throughout the year to service your needs and keep our town beautiful 
and safe.  You will always find a friendly and happy face when you visit Borough Hall 



or meet with our staff in town.  I want to thank you for making our town so special.  
For those of you who want to get involved, there is always room for volunteers on 
our various committees. 
 
We still have a couple more weeks of excitement before moving into the beautiful 
autumn season. September and October are particularly nice months.  For those of 
you who leave to return to school and jobs, don’t forget that the ocean is still warm 
and that we have numerous weekend activities planned.  Rents are more reasonable 
and lines at restaurants are shorter.  In short, Beach Haven is the perfect place for a 
weekend get-away. 
 
Nancy Taggart Davis, Mayor 


