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T
herefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your
calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble,
and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

—2 Peter 1:10, 11
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Discipleship and Mission
Surveys of students and data collected from universities indicate
that about half of the students entering college are undecided on
their major area of study. Reasons vary but among them is a lack of
direction for the future.
A sense of purpose is not due to limited options. Universities
offer hundreds of degree programs to choose from. It can just be
hard to choose because the decision might chart one’s life. We all
likely know someone, maybe ourselves, who has changed career
direction one or more times over a working-life.
The need for direction and focus for our lives is not important for
just the people entering college. It is something we all need every
day for all our decisions. We all need a path to follow, a calling that
gives purpose and focus for our lives.
God invites all people to step onto the path of new life in Christ.
It begins when we receive salvation. Our adoption into God’s family is the gateway into Iis call on the rest of our lives. It is a life-long
journey for living out our faith and growing in our identity as a
child of God. We follow on a path of obedience in our discipleship
after Jesus and a mission to help make God known to all people.
There is nothing automatic about our journeys of life-long discipleship and mission. Each of us are unique and therefore our
paths of discipleship and mission will vary. We will face different
opportunities and challenges. We will come out with variations in
our decision. But every decision we face, no matter what we are
beginning or our age, will be clarified and informed for us by God’s
call on our lives. Every challenge and obstacle that we see ahead of
us in the road of our lives will be reshaped by our discipleship. This
is what God does because we listened to His call and responded in
faith to His call into discipleship and ministry. And because His call
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takes us into a life of discipleship after Jesus and ministry as part of
God’s mission we can know that our path will be meaningful for us
and constructive for the world.
Walking the path of God’s call on our lives is a step-by-step and
day-by-day adventure. The best way to do this adventure is with a
commitment to daily devotion. Toward that, may this booklet be
a daily companion to guide and encourage you along the path of
discipleship and mission with God.
Scott Stewart, Editor
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The Simple Sabbath Truth
Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” (Luke 14:3).
Scripture: Luke 14:1-6
Song: “Jesus, I am Resting, Resting”
Recently I read some legislation online and found the legal intricacy and frequent amendments baffling and intimidating. I wasn’t
even clear on the intent of the law and felt burdened by the whole
experience.
The Jews read God’s Law in their Torah (Genesis through Deuteronomy in the Bible). Torah means God’s instruction for His way
of life. It is neither complex or burdensome. Deuteronomy 5:12
says, “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy” and not working. This is life-giving and not burdensome. But the “legal experts”
wrote an “Oral Torah,” their collection of manmade interpretations
and regulations. The experts’ rules were burdensome restrictions to
live their way. Few of their rules were life-giving. By quizzing the
supposed experts, Jesus pushed them back to the simple instruction
for Sabbath that was life-giving. After confronting them, He healed
a man. He showed that love, expressed in mercy to meet the
needs of others is holiness and obedience to God’s law.
Dear friend, God’s instruction for our lives sets us free. His ways
are not a burden but give life. Keeping the Sabbath is simple when
we focus on God and show love to Him and people.
Father, thank You for all Your instructions for goodness in my life. In Christ, amen.
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A Full House
At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those
who had been invited, “Come, for everything is now ready”
(Luke14:17).
Scripture: Luke 14:15-24
Song: “Come to the Table”
I love parties, especially when there’s good food involved. The
highlight was in England, at the home of a friend who was connected with the royal family. Needless to say, when the invitation
came, I whole heartedly accepted! I’d never seen such luxury, or
food. Everything was so beautifully presented and delicious!
Luke 14:15-24 tells the parable of a great banquet. I’m already
thinking about scrumptious appetizers, entrees, and desserts! Sadly,
the invited guests all made excuses why they couldn’t come. So the
host told his servant to invite the poor, the cripple, the blind, and
the lame. He threw open the doors making His feast available for all
to enjoy. He wanted a full house! This parable reveals the measure
of God’s longing for relationship. Our Lord is merciful and gracious,
abounding in steadfast love. Nothing can separate us from His love!
Dear friend, we were created to know God and to enjoy His loving presence in this life and the next. Jesus said, “I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10). Among the
endless stream of voices calling for our attention, let’s not forget to
listen to the voice of our Savior inviting us to enter into the most
important relationship of our life. A feast for the soul awaits!

Father, thank You for inviting me to Your banquet. My heart is overjoyed at the
thought of spending eternity in Your presence! In Christ my Savior, amen.
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M ar c h 3

Humble Pie
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted (Luke 14:11).
Scripture: Luke 14:7-14
Song: “Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord”
Teresa of Calcutta helped the poor, sick, and dying in the poorest
parts of India. She kept a humility list. One item on it says, “Do
not seek to be admired and loved.” In a world so focused on being
noticed and admired, I appreciate her simple words.
I love most any pie. But I don’t like “humble pie,” being forced
to acknowledge my errors, often under embarrassing conditions.
Admittedly, humility seems out of fashion in today’s world. It’s also
often misunderstood. True humility is grounded in the character
of Christ. It’s having a lowly heart, being teachable and willing to
serve. False humility is thinking poorly of oneself or having low self
esteem. The other end of false humility is pride, which is thinking
too highly of oneself. The parable in Luke 14 reminds us that those
who seek honor and exalt themselves will be humbled. When God
brings us low due to pride, it is not to punish us, but rather to
restore us.
Dear friend, God blesses the humble. When we prefer others,
serve without complaint, accept hardship, and seek the admiration
of God above all else we open the door for blessing! We can live
like our Lord who humbled Himself by serving (Philippians 2:7).

Lord Jesus, thank You for showing me how to walk in humility. Less of me, more of
You. That is my desire! In Your name I pray, amen.
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A Secret in Plain Sight
“The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you.
But to those on the outside everything is said in parables”
(Mark 4:11).
Scripture: Mark 4:10-20
Song: “Open My Eyes, That I May See”
It was her boyfriend’s birthday present, so the sweater Di was
knitting for him had to be special. She chose a rich shade of chocolate brown for the garment itself, and a deep teal blue for horizontal
accent stripes on the front. When the project was completed, Di
beamed as her friends and parents exclaimed about its beauty, but
it was her boyfriend’s reaction that would tell the tale.
He smiled brightly when he unwrapped the gift, then burst into
delighted laughter after studying the horizontal stripes. There in
plain sight was a message the others had seen but not recognized
as a message at all. Her boyfriend, however, who knew the secret writing, recognized the announcement immediately. Using
Morse code, Di had knitted into the stripes: My girlfriend made
this sweater.
Jesus has given His followers the secret of the kingdom of God.
He enables us to see, hear, and understand things that are mysteries to others. Am I looking, listening, and longing for His messages
to me?
Lord, I thank You that You have revealed mysteries of Your kingdom to lowly ones
such as me. May I be fertile soil for Your Word and bring forth much fruit for Your
glory. In the name of my King, forever. Amen.
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M ar c h 5

Impossible
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible,
but not with God; all things are possible with God” (Mark 10:27).
Scripture: Mark 10:23-31
Song: “It Took a Miracle”
The bride’s father and his fiancée sat in the first row of the storefront church, the groom’s parents beside them. Behind them were the
groom’s brother, sister-in-law, two nieces, three half-siblings with their
spouses, and a gang of aunts, uncles, and cousins. Add a small cadre of
faithful friends, and the congregation numbered 50.
The young minister grinned. The bride glowed, her pre-teen son beside her. The groom beamed, his little girl at his right hand. Everyone in
the room knew they were witnessing something that was impossible.
Rewind several years. A young man in jail, convicted of felony drug
dealing. An impossible case, most folks said. Impossible? He’s the grinning minister performing the ceremony. See a 20-something disheveled
woman, screaming hysterically after intentionally slicing her wrist with
a piece of glass. Untreated mental illness. Chronic substance abuse.
Many thought it impossible for her ever to be sane and healthy. Impossible? She’s the glowing bride, a medical professional today.
Picture a man in his mid-30s. Lab work reveals shocking blood
serum levels of multiple drugs in his system. He should be dead. An
addict over half his life. Estranged from most of his family. Survive?
Impossible. Impossible? He’s the beaming groom, who facilitates addiction recovery groups as he prepares for ministry. He’s also my son. All
things are possible with God.
Thank You, Lord, for seeing a wedding where others saw three gravestones. Open
our eyes to the possibilities You envision for us. In the name of the one who knows
no impossibilities, amen.
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Love of a Lifetime
“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me
is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:37).
Scripture: Matthew 10:35-39
Song: “I Love You, Lord”
God called my husband and me to move to Zimbabwe. Not visit
Zimbabwe. Move there. Knowing we were called was the easy
part. Resigning from our jobs wasn’t bad either. Renting our house
to strangers was only slightly unsettling. Being separated from
friends was starting to feel challenging. But the big, deep ache was
leaving our family.
We cherish face-to-face extended family time. Every Sunday
there’s a gathering around Granny’s table: my three siblings and
I with our spouses, children, and grandchildren. So how do you
explain to a 5-year-old that he will be an 8-year-old before he sees
MaMaw and Popi again? How do you cheerfully move your college-going son into a dorm when he’s been happily living at home?
How do you tell your 72-year-old mother there will be empty places
at the Sunday table for three years?
We were in the kitchen when we told Mama. She didn’t say
anything at first. She just took a deep breath, looked hard at the
floor, and finally said, “I won’t be the one to stand between you and
doing the will of God.”
Jesus is the love of her life, you see; and she blessed the fact that
He is also the love of mine.
Oh, Love of my life, You will not let us go. Keep us mindful that there is a higher
calling than even the bond of family. For Your glory. Amen.
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M ar c h 7

Whose Agenda?
Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am,
my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who
serves me (John 12:26).
Scripture: John 12:20-26
Song: “Close to Thee”
The speaker for a weekend women’s conference was well-known
and greatly admired. Esteemed as a loving and wise Bible teacher, she
would be ministering to masses of eager ladies. What a thrill it would be
to meet her personally.
Delores, a minister’s wife attending the event, was surprised when
conference organizers invited her to be “handmaiden” to the speaker. Accepting the assignment meant Delores would be available to the speaker
at all times during the weekend, staying close by her, ready to provide
anything the speaker needed or wanted. It also meant she would give
up her own agenda, including quick shopping trips, naps, or meals with
friends she hadn’t seen for a long time. Delores would be keeping the
speaker’s schedule and agenda, not her own. She accepted the invitation.
Although she gave up things she had looked forward to and would
have enjoyed, Delores found even greater blessing and delight being
constantly in the presence of a godly woman she respected and admired.
During the weekend, Delores learned and experienced things she could
not have learned and experienced without being a “handmaiden.”
Jesus likewise invites us to give up our own agendas and follow His.
Yes, we relinquish some things, but He promises that we, as His servants, will be where He is. What a great honor He offers us: to be always
in His presence.
We are humbled, Gracious Jesus, that You invite us to be Your servants. What we
give up is nothing in comparison to what we gain. We are grateful. Amen.
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Like a Freight Train
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus (Philippians 3:13, 14).
Scripture: Philippians 3:7-16
Song: “Higher Ground”
Among my treasured possessions is a letter from my grandson Elijah, written when he was 20 years old. I was attending a women’s
retreat, and my sponsor had asked him and several other people to
write words of encouragement to me. Their cards and letters were
presented as a surprise on the closing day.
Things change as we get older, and I had been silently struggling
with the thought that aging might make me less valuable to God
and His kingdom. The God-who-hears sent me a word through His
son.
Here’s part of what Elijah wrote to me: “The way I see it is that
one of your tasks is to lead the new generation. This doesn’t mean
slowing down; this doesn’t mean taking it easy . . . there is not a
sports team on the planet that takes it easy in the last quarter . . .
No baseball player walks from third base to home: they go in hot
and like a freight train . . . You are much needed here, with your
family, and leading the next generation of Christ’s followers.”
Press on! Like a freight train.

Lord God, Your power and love are not bound by mortal time and age. May our
eagerness to win the prize increase as we near the goal and motivate us to press on
toward You with greater passion and vigor each day. In Christ’s name. Amen
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Poor or Rich?
Poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything (2 Corinthians 6:10).
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10
Song: “A Child of the King”
Our temporary medical clinic in the mountains of Jamaica felt like
a sanctuary. Patients joyfully sang praises to God while they waited
to see doctors and dentists. Little girls in fancy dresses with multiple
matching hair bows looked like flowers in bloom. My counseling office had the quaint aura of an era long past. I felt wonderfully at home
there, handing out toothbrushes, combs, and soap as I listened to stories from the people and talked with them about Jesus.
The day was nearly over when she came in, a simply dressed,
solitary older lady with braided hair and warm eyes. As we chatted,
I handed her a bar of soap. I was not prepared for the intensity of her
response. She clasped the gift to her chest with both hands, as if it
were gold, and looked at me in wonder.
“Last night I used my last tiny sliver of soap,” she exclaimed. “Who
can I trust but God?”
She shared with me how God faithfully meets her needs. She
counts on Him, even if everyone else fails her.
Though poor, the worshipping lady enriched me. Having little of
the world’s goods, she yet possessed everything, because she had
intimate fellowship with the ultimate source, God himself. Wealth
and poverty in the kingdom of Heaven look different than they do in
kingdoms of the world.
We are amazed and grateful, Lord, that You gave up Heaven’s riches and became
earthly poor in order to make us spiritually rich. Who can we trust but You? Amen.
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