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I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, 
dead and buried; the third 
day He arose from the dead, 
He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Church Universal, 
the communion of the 
saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life 
everlasting.
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LUKE 14:7-14 (NRSV)
 7 When he noticed how the guests chose the 
places of honor, he told them a parable.
 8 “When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place 
of honor, in case someone more distinguished 
than you has been invited by your host;
 9 and the host who invited both of you may 
come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to 
take the lowest place.
 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at 
the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 
he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; 
then you will be honored in the presence of all 
who sit at the table with you.
 11 For all who exalt themselves will be hum-
bled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”
 12 He said also to the one who had invited 
him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may in-
vite you in return, and you would be repaid.
 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.
 14 And you will be blessed, because they 
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.”

LUKE 14:7-14 (KJV)
 7 And he put forth a parable to those which 
were bidden, when he marked how they chose 
out the chief rooms; saying unto them,
 8 When thou art bidden of any man to a 
wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest 
a more honourable man than thou be bidden of 
him;
 9 And he that bade thee and him come and 
say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin 
with shame to take the lowest room.
 10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down 
in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee 
cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up 
higher: then shalt thou have worship in the pres-
ence of them that sit at meat with thee.
 11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted.
 12 Then said he also to him that bade him, 
When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not 
thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kins-
men, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid 
thee again, and a recompence be made thee.
 13 But when thou makest a feast, call the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind:
 14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they can-
not recompense thee: for thou shalt be recom-
pensed at the resurrection of the just.

Called to Humility and Hospitality
Lesson Scripture:Luke 14:7-14 
Focus Scripture: Luke 14:7-14

Key Verses: “For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted.” Luke 14:11 (NRSV)

Lesson 1         March 3, 2019



3

KEY TERMS
• Disciple – A personal follower of 

Jesus
• Exalt – Hold someone (or something) 

in very high regard; think or speak 
very highly of.

• Honor – High respect, great esteem.
• Humble – Having or showing a 

modest or low estimate of one’s own 
importance.

INTRODUCTION
Throughout time, it has been assumed 

that persons afforded a higher social 
status, greater wealth, and extended 
education would be given greater 
respect and honor in society. Royalty is 
always acknowledged with pomp and 
circumstance, specifi c protocol; and, the 
services rendered to 
them are given with the 
highest attention to detail 
and perfection. These 
traditions and practices 
can be found throughout 
most cultures and have 
existed since ancient 
times. Therefore, 
reverence and privilege 
was given to people of 
higher socioeconomic 
status, political 
status, military rank, 
and religious offi ce, 
especially during the time Jesus walked 
the earth. Women held no authority, 
unless through royalty. Religious rulers 
and teachers often would use their 
privileges and disregard the needs of the 
people. At times, the disregard of these 
social norms would lead to disciplinary 

action and public embarrassment.
Social class traditions have been 

accepted and practiced throughout time. 
Simply through the privileged status that 
exists for the wealthy, an inequitable 
separation occurs in living standards 
between the rich and the poor. The 
opportunity to rise to a higher social class 
becomes extremely desirable when 
comparing these lifestyles.  

Jesus, however, brings a new 
perspective to this issue. While attending 
a social function, Jesus observes the 
attitude of guests to seek seating that 
suggests an important status or position. 
Jesus fi rst advises the guests in the 
house that true wisdom is to demonstrate 
humility, select a lower position, and 
wait to be honored by the host (v. 8-10). 
This advice would ultimately lead to the 

parable told by Jesus in 
the verses which follow. 
Using their pride as the 
underlying motivator, 
Jesus makes them 
aware of the risks of 
humiliation if the host 
does not recognize 
their importance as 
much as they do. The 
parable is a subtle way 
of enticing the guests 
into appreciating the 
benefi ts of generosity 
and humility. Jesus is 

able to show the spiritual connection with 
God, illuminating to the host that humility 
and gracious acts towards the poor 
and disadvantaged have much greater 
rewards in eternity.   

Lesson 1 March 3, 2019

Religious rulers and 
teachers often would 
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disregard the needs of 
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TELLING THE BIBLE STORY
The writer of the Gospel of Luke 

is also attributed by some scholars to 
have written the book of the Acts of the 
Apostles. Luke, who is also considered 
to be one of Paul’s traveling companions, 
uses opportunities to collect information 
from various second-hand witnesses of 
the resurrected Christ. Luke’s gospel 
provides a unique perspective into 
discipleship, as would a researcher, 
narrating the lives of these new followers. 

Luke’s gospel has been credited with 
some of the richest stories of Jesus’ early 
life, such as the announcement of the 
miraculous conception through the eyes 
of a poor and modest mother in Mary’s 
song of praise (1:51-53). Luke follows 
Jesus’ life, throughout 
his ministry and death, 
to the ascension of 
Christ and the work 
of the apostles that 
follows. Luke gives the 
reader a diverse view 
of discipleship, from 
the eyes of the humble, 
less fortunate men and 
women who live in the 
community, to people 
in positions of power in 
the government. Luke 
provides a view of the dangers of worldly 
wealth, as well as Jesus’ statements 
against the rich (6:24-25), the parables 
of the rich man (12:13-21), and the story 
of the rich man and Lazarus (16:19-31).   

Luke’s gospel guides the reader 
through the potential traps of seeking 
wealth and status over love and caring 
for their neighbors. When Luke presents 

the theme of humility and hospitality in 
Chapter 14, he is now illustrating that 
pride and vanity are not always driven 
by wealth, but may arise in the hearts 
of anyone. Regardless of the material 
gifts acquired in life, the gospel writer 
highlights a lesson that should not be 
missed. Jesus is teaching the importance 
of loving others. This is demonstrated 
by the host who is willing to cross social 
boundaries and provide for the needy 
(v. 23). The lesson teaches that the 
character of a true disciple would show 
humility, avoid attention, and resist honor, 
therefore in this case, forfeiting their seat 
to someone with less importance. In 
summary, strive to be humble, and show 
love and generosity to others in need. 

SANKOFA
This African literature 

from Ghana is a poem 
designed to warn of 
the ills of wealth and 
greed. Those who live 
in developing countries 
see the greed of western 
civilizations as similar 
to spirits of darkness. It 
suggests that humans 
can be consumed by 
greed to such an extent 
that their natural senses 

become numb. This ravenous dark spirit 
continuously hungers for more, stealing 
from others to satisfy its hunger. It will 
continue to return, searching for its next 
prey. 

“From all around the Third World 
You hear the same story;

Rulers
Asleep to all things at

Luke’s gospel guides 
the reader through the 
potential traps of seek-
ing wealth and status 

over love and caring for 
their neighbors. 

 Luke follows

LLLLukkkke’ssss goooospe
theee readdder ttthro
potential traps 
ing wealth and
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All times -
Conscious only of

Riches, which they gather in a
Coma -

Intravenously
So that

You wouldn’t know they were
Feeding if it was not for the

Occasional
Tell-tale trickle somewhere

Around the mouth.
And when they are jolted awake,

They stare about them with
Unseeing eyes, just

Sleepwalkers in a nightmare.”
― Ama Ata Aidoo, Our Sister Killjoy

CASE STUDY
South African photographer Steve 

Bloom, whose father Harry Bloom was a 
political activist, wrote, “During the 1950s 
my parents, who were anti-apartheid 
activists, knew Nelson Mandela. I 
remember the story he told them about the 
occasion he saw a white woman standing 
next to her broken car in Johannesburg. 
He approached her and offered to help. 
After fi ddling with the engine, he fi xed the 
car. Thankful for his help, she offered to 
pay him sixpence.
‘Oh no, that’s not necessary,’ he said, ‘I 
am only too happy to help.’

‘But why else would you, a black 
man, have done that if you did not want 
money?’ she asked quizzically. Because 
you were stranded at the side of the road,’ 
he replied.”

Following the news of the passing 
of Nelson Mandela at the age of 95, 
millions of people in South Africa and 
around the world have been in mourning. 
His image, writes Rick Stengel, Time’s 

former managing editor and collaborator 
with Mandela on Mandela’s 1993 
autobiography, Long Walk to Freedom, 
“Has become a kind of fairy tale: he is 
the last noble man, a fi gure of heroic 
achievement.” The many tributes pouring 
in from world leaders are testament to 
those achievements. However, it is the 
memories shared over the years by some 
of the people who knew him and those 
who only had brief encounters that best 
illustrate the kind of man Mandela was.

ANC’s (South Africa’s governing 
political party) Deputy Secretary-General 
Jessie Duarte, who was his personal 
assistant between 1990-94, writes:

“He always made his own bed, no 
matter where we traveled. I remember we 
were in Shanghai, in a very fancy hotel, 
and the Chinese hospitality requires that 
the person who cleans your room and 
provides you with your food does exactly 
that. If you do it for yourself, it could even 
be regarded as an insult.

So in Shanghai, I tried to say to 
him, ‘Please don’t make your own bed, 
because there’s this custom here.’ And 
he said, ‘Call them, bring them to me.’

So I did. I asked the hotel manager to 
bring the ladies who would be cleaning 
the room, so that he could explain why 
he himself has to make his own bed, and 
that they not feel insulted. He didn’t ever 
want to hurt people’s feelings. He never 
really cared about what great big people 
think of him, but he did care about what 
small people thought of him.”

LIFE APPLICATION
The capitalistic global economy, which 

dominates the economic welfare and 
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health of most nations, leads most people 
to defi ne success based on monetary 
achievements and 
accumulation of 
wealth. However, those 
who are disciples of 
Jesus Christ must be 
able to recognize the 
distortion that is caused 
when wealth, status, 
and social classes are 
critical components 
of one’s self-worth 
and identity. There is 
a need for affi rmation 
and social acceptance 
throughout the early 
ages of human 
development, especially before the age 
of 25 years, when we are still establishing 
our self-identity. However, the pressures 
and stress of seeking notoriety and 
fame can be taxing and overwhelming, 
increasing cases of depression and 
anxiety. The need to be accepted and 
affi rmed should never become a primary 
factor in one’s well-being.

This lesson teaches us that Christian 
discipleship is a journey of humility and 
respect for others that teaches spiritual 
wellness and wholeness through faith 
in Christ. The need to be acknowledged 
and praised is part of human nature, a 
detriment that can lead to an enlarged 
ego, arrogance, and pride. It can lead 
to an obsession for fame at the expense 
of others, whereas Jesus teaches to 
be willing to give of our abundance and 
becoming a blessing to others who are 
without.

Accepting less and showing humility 

is also refl ected in Paul’s writings to 
the church in Philippi (Phil. 4:13). Our 

relationship with Jesus 
and God’s grace gives 
us what we need, 
ultimately resulting in 
receiving God’s reward. 
A relationship with Jesus 
means more in life than 
material gain. Jesus 
offers peace and a sound 
mind that has lasting 
benefi ts over the riches 
and worldly gain we 
may desire. In addition, 
Jesus teaches us that if 
we have been blessed 
to achieve a notable 

status, God favors us in our humility and 
our willingness to share our possessions 
with others. As we refl ect on our churches 
and communities, we should be reminded 
of our mandate to love our neighbor, and 
seek opportunities to be the refuge and 
support to others less fortunate than 
ourselves. Like Nelson Mandela who 
made his own bed, we are wise to humble 
ourselves before others, modeling how 
we can be at peace, regardless of what 
seat or position we are in.  
 Questions

•  Discuss how any of the following 
social groups have hierarchies that 
affi rm pride and discourage humility. 
How can Christians demonstrate 
humility in these settings?

o Schools, academics, 
athletics, grading systems 

o Workplace, corporate/
forprofi t verses non-profi ts

Our relationship with 
Jesus and God’s grace 
gives us what we need, 
ultimately resulting in 

receiving God’s reward. 

Ouuurr rreelaattiioonnnsh
Jesus and God’s
gives us what we
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o Religious institutions, 
denominations, local 
churches

o Political offi ces, local clubs, 
and organizations

• Share among members in the 
class any personal living examples 
of humility in your family, job, 
community, etc.

• The lifestyle and spiritual growth 
that leads to holiness and 
righteousness suggest a humble 
spirit. Is this always true? Why or 
why not?

 CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Closing Song: “I Give Myself Away” by 
William McDowell
Closing Prayer: Help me, God, to realize 
it is in being crippled that I learn to cling, 

and in limping that I learn to lean.
That victory comes not in how 

courageously I struggle, but in how 
completely I surrender, and that this is 
how I am to grow, by being defeated, 
decisively, by constantly greater things.  

Help me to understand that your 
power is perfected in weakness, so that 
when I am rendered weak, you are given 
the opportunity to be shown strong.

Help me to understand, too, that “more 
things are wrought by prayer than this 
world dreams of, for so the whole round 
earth is every way bound in chains about 
the feet of God.” Amen!
Ken Gire, Windows of the Soul
The Secret Chamber – A Daily Devotional; 
April – June 2019

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

February 25–March 3

Monday Proverbs 25:2-7a (Wait to Enter the King’s Presence)

Tuesday James 2:1-7 (Treat the Poor and Rich Impartially)

Wednesday Matthew 5:43-48 (Love and Pray for the Persecutor)

Thursday Ephesians 4:1-7 (A Life Worthy of God’s Call)

Friday Luke 14:1-6 (Serving with Love on the Sabbath)

Saturday Luke 14:15-24 (The Great Dinner for All Peoples)

Sunday Luke 14:7-14 (Humility, the Right Path for Believers)
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MARK 1:16-20; LUKE 14:25-33 (NRSV)
Mark 1:16-20

 16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fi shermen.
 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I 
will make you fi sh for people.”
 18 And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him.
 19 As he went a little farther, he saw James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were 
in their boat mending the nets.

 20 Immediately he called them; and they left 
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him.

Luke 14:25-33
 25 Now large crowds were traveling with him; 
and he turned and said to them, 
 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate 
father and mother, wife and children, brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be 
my disciple.
 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and fol-
low me cannot be my disciple.
 28 For which of you, intending to build a tow-
er, does not fi rst sit down and estimate the cost, 
to see whether he has enough to complete it?
 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to fi nish, all who see it will begin 
to ridicule him,
 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was 
not able to fi nish.’
 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against 
another king, will not sit down fi rst and consider 

MARK 1:16-20; LUKE 14:25-33 (KJV)
Mark 1:16-20

 16 Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net 
into the sea: for they were fi shers.
 17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become fi shers of men.
 18 And straightway they forsook their nets, 
and followed him.
 19 And when he had gone a little farther 
thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, who also were in the ship 
mending their nets.
 20 And straightway he called them: and they 
left their father Zebedee in the ship with the 
hired servants, and went after him.

Luke 14:25-33
 25 And there went great multitudes with him: 
and he turned, and said unto them,
 26 If any man come to me, and hate not his 
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple.
 27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my disciple.
 28 For which of you, intending to build a tow-
er, sitteth not down fi rst, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have suffi cient to fi nish it?
 29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the founda-
tion, and is not able to fi nish it, all that behold it 
begin to mock him.
 30 Saying, This man began to build, and was 
not able to fi nish.
 31 Or what king, going to make war against 
another king, sitteth not down fi rst, and consult-

 A Costly Call

Lesson Scripture: Mark 1:16-20; Luke 14:25-33  
Focus Scripture: Mark 1:16-20; Luke 14:25-33 

Key Verse:“Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.”            
Luke 14:27 (NRSV)

Lesson 2 March 10, 2019
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whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose 
the one who comes against him with twenty 
thousand?
 32 If he cannot, then, while the other is still far 
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the 
terms of peace.
 33 So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your posses-
sions.

eth whether he be able with ten thousand to 
meet him that cometh against him with twenty 
thousand?
 32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way 
off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth 
conditions of peace.
 33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple.

Key Terms
• Cross – The image of the cross is 

the central icon within the Christian 
faith. The cross is the place where 
Christians see the character of 
God revealed through his love for 
all humanity. The place of extreme 
suffering and death has become the 
place of healing and deliverance 
from all sin (1 Peter 2:24-25). 

INTRODUCTION
The gospel writer, 

Mark, quickly brings 
Jesus from his baptism 
by John the Baptist, 
to abruptly being 
taken to the desert 
and being tempted by 
Satan (1:9-13). These 
brief passages that 
preceded the calling of 
the disciples are then 
followed by John’s 
arrest. It appears that this pre-ministry 
preparation time is now closed, without 
giving justice to the dramatic changes that 
must have occurred for Jesus during this 
brief two-month period. Jesus begins his 
journey along the dusty roads of Galilee. 
He continues the same proclamation as 
John; the kingdom of God is at hand. 

He begins his selection of the disciples 
in Mark. The calling of the disciples 
illustrates that this new path was one 
they were quick to accept. There was no 
argument or discussion, but complete 
abandonment of their active lives as 
fi sherman. This portrayal of the disciples 
as impulsively following an unknown man 
should not be considered irresponsible. 
The timing was an era of history when 
Jews were seeking to be free from 
Rome. It is possible that they considered 

Jesus’ proclamation as 
the true prophecy of 
Israel being restored 
to power. In any case, 
they dropped their nets 
and followed him, and 
their lives would never 
be the same. 

Luke, however, 
expounds on the 
discipleship journey 
by indicating the 

hardships and sacrifi ces that they must 
be willing to take. They would receive 
more than they expected, but it would not 
be the new earthly kingdom they desired. 
They were hoping to follow Jesus as 
the one who would redeem the Jewish 
nation and restore Israel over the Roman 
government. But their destiny would 

Lesson 2 March 10, 2019

…they dropped their 
nets and followed him, 
and their lives would 
never be the same. 
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lead to the formation of a divine kingdom 
that now liberates all humanity from sin. 
The cost of their own personal cross 
symbolized the suffering they must bare 
to truly be a disciple. 

TELLING THE BIBLE STORY
At the beginning of his preaching, 

Jesus takes up the words of John the 
Baptist (Mt. 3:2). In this case, however, 
it carries a different meaning. In Jesus’ 
ministry the kingdom of heaven has 
already begun to be present (Mt. 12:28). 
The call of the fi rst disciples promises 
them a share in Jesus’ work and entails 
abandonment of family 
and their former way of 
life. Three of the four, 
Simon, James, and 
John, will also become 
distinguished among 
the disciples by a closer 
relationship with Jesus 
(Mt. 17:1; 26:37).

Two themes can be 
found in this lesson. 
In the earlier Markean 
text, we see Jesus’ encounter with 
John the Baptist, and Jesus is baptized 
in the desert (Mark 1:9). The setting 
of the baptism is seen as a symbolic 
inauguration from Jesus previous role as 
carpenter to a major step into his mission 
as redeemer of the world. He passes the 
temptations in the wilderness, his fi rst 
victory over Satan. Jesus moves from 
a place of celebration to a wilderness 
setting, with Satan attempting to derail 
God’s plan. Water is no longer available, 
and Jesus experiences the longing and 
thirsting for water to sustain his human 
body. Jesus achieves his fi rst encounter 
and objective of defeating Satan, knowing 

that he will face a deeper wilderness at 
the end of his earthly journey. Now the 
recruitment begins. Jesus comes to the 
place of Galilee, a fi sherman’s village, 
the place where water is abundant as 
well as the fi sh. He begins his quest to 
gather his small troop of disciples and 
teach them to fi sh for men. Jesus has 
embraced John’s message of the coming 
kingdom (Mark 1:14), but recognizes that 
it is now manifested in his presence, as 
he recruits his fi rst disciples.

Luke is able to illustrate further what the 
sacrifi ces of discipleship will entail. Luke 

focuses on the total 
dedication necessary 
for the disciple of 
Jesus. There can be no 
attachment to family or 
possessions (14:26), 
and there must be a 
readiness to accept 
persecution when it 
comes (14:27). 

SANKOFA
“Where water is the 

boss there the land must obey.” - African 
proverb

Visit almost any coastline around the 
world, and you will probably fi nd people 
enjoying the beach and sea. Oceans 
cover 71% of the earth’s surface, so it is 
easy to think there must be an endless 
supply of fi sh out there and certainly an 
overabundance of water. Overfi shing, 
climate change, and pollution have had a 
devastating impact on the whole marine 
ecosystem. Millions of people rely on 
fi shing to make a living, and even more 
rely on the nutrition that eating fi sh and 
seafood provides to sustain the harsh 

He begins his quest 
to gather his small troop 
of disciples and teach 
them to fi sh for men. 

ly 
of 
ur, 
nd 
me 
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life that they experience. Yet, there is a 
critical shortage of clean water in many 
parts of the world. Millions of people 
must sacrifi ce all they have to provide a 
seafood dinner for their family. 

Water is the most valuable resource 
on the planet. It is needed to sustain 
life in and out of the ocean. Without 
the right balance and type of water, 
people, plant, and animal life will perish. 
Change is needed in the methods in 
which people consume resources, utilize 
the waterways, trap, and draw from the 
oceans. The creative force of the planet’s 
ecosystem shows every element of 
God’s insightfulness and engineering of 
a complex system interdependent upon 
itself and the living creatures it supports. 

Water is the creative force of life, both 
natural and spiritual. Therefore, fi shing 
becomes more than just hunting for food; 
it is encountering the life sustaining force 
of God. Wasting the water supplied to each 
home slowly causes the imbalance that 
creates shortages long-term. Sacrifi ce for 
the sake of long-term benefi ts is needed. 
Humanity would be wise to learn the 
benefi ts of sacrifi ce to avoid waste, and 
to practice self-discipline with this great 
natural resource. For even water, as 
plentiful as it may appear, will ultimately 
balance itself. The creator has used 
water as the sign of spiritual cleansing 
and renewal. In the Lord’s hands, water 
not only cleanses, but also connects us 
to our creator. 

CASE STUDY
In a small fi shing village, located 

on the southwest coast of the island of 
Madagascar, young Henriette receives 
around $18 a month from a British marine 

conservation charity to count shark and 
octopus catches. The extra cash to pay 
for her children’s school fees was great, 
but she quickly came to see the value in 
understanding the species themselves: 
stocks were declining or endangered due 
to overfi shing.

“In the past, there were a lot of bad 
practices like poison fi shing, breaking the 
reef to fi nd octopus or sea cucumbers, and 
we’ve seen the resources decreasing,” 
she says.

It is no longer just a job for Henriette, 
who feels she now plays an important 
role in helping educate the local Vezo 
people—master sailors who believe 
they came from the sea. She can spend 
hours weighing the catches brought in 
by fi shermen in wooden canoes, working 
out who caught what and when.

“Thanks to this, I know that there’s a 
seasonality for octopus and sharks, with 
some times of the year there being many, 
and sometimes very few,” she says.

Interest in octopuses has grown since 
the conservation charity fi rst suggested 
that the community close certain marine 
areas for two months each year. This 
allows the species to breed, and the 
population to grow. In a village where 
some struggle to eat once a day and 
are dependent on fi shing for income, 
closing the fi shing season for two months 
is a huge sacrifi ce. However, after 
the community tried it, they witnessed 
incredible results. Catches doubled 
after the closures and earnings tripled, 
compared to the previous years. Now, 
more than 20 villages have followed suit. 
The area’s interest in octopus and other 
species has grown and people want to 
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know more about other species and how 
to sustain stocks.

Henriette is proud to have these new 
skills and increased 
duties with her village. 
Although she must 
juggle her demands, 
she is grateful for the 
additional income to 
help make ends meet. 

LIFE APPLICATION
Our personal 

encounter with Jesus 
may initially be intriguing 
and exciting as it was 
with those disciples 
who dropped their nets to follow him. 
However, as time passes, we may also 
face sacrifi ces as well as the wilderness 
experiences. Our baptism by water is an 
outer sign of our commitment to live a 
Christian life, repent, and be made new. 
However, desert experiences with little 
resources along with temptations to reject 
our call may still arise. Our goal is always 
to draw close to Jesus. Remember the 
commitment you made when you dropped 
the old life and decided to follow Jesus. 
There may be moments when others will 
question your decision. But deciding to 
follow Jesus is the best decision anyone 
can make. 
 Questions

• Share with members of the group 
how the decision to follow Jesus 
has affected your life. Have the 
costs been high? What has been 
the most fulfi lling and rewarding 
part of accepting Jesus Christ?

• If you have not decided to follow 

Jesus, then ask someone in the 
group today how you can be a 
disciple of Jesus.

• We talked about 
the costs and benefi ts 
associated with our 
accepting Jesus, are you 
discerning a call even 
now from Christ? What 
are you being called to 
do or be? What might 
be entailed (costs, 
benefi ts, adjustments) 
in your answering this 
call?

 CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Closing Hymn:  

Vs. 1 - Must Jesus bear the cross 
alone,

And all the world go free?
No, there’s a cross for everyone,
And there’s a cross for me.

Vs. 4 - O precious cross! O glorious 
crown!

O resurrection day!
When Christ the Lord from heav’n 
comes down
And bears my soul away.

Thomas Shepherd, 1693. 

Closing Prayer: O Lord, your word tells 
us that a true disciple must be prepared 
to sacrifi ce the things that may separate 
us from the work you have called us to 
do. Give us strength, Lord, to face our 
wilderness encounters and overcome 

Our baptism by water 
is an outer sign of our 
commitment to live a 
Christian life, repent, 

and be made new

have these new

ismmm bOuuur bbbapppt
r signis an outer

commitment tocommitme
Christian life re
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the temptations of this world. Give us 
wisdom to understand those moments 
that test our faith and try our soul. Send a 
fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit that we 
may be strong enough and bold enough 
to share the gospel with others. Thank 
you, Lord, for choosing me and drawing 

me to you. May others feel the presence 
of your love and fi nd peace in becoming 
your disciple, so that we may see your 
kingdom together. In Jesus’ name we 
pray.
Amen.
Rev. Dr. D. Melynda Clarke

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

March 4-March 10

Monday Mark 4:10-20 (Answering the Lord’s Call of Discipleship)

Tuesday Mark 10:23-31 (It’s Hard to Enter the Kingdom)

Wednesday Matthew 10:34-39 (The Lord’s Call and Family Confl ict)

Thursday John 12:20-26 (The Father Honors Those Who Follow)

Friday Philippians 3:7-16 (Suffering and Knowing Christ Jesus)

Saturday 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 (Faithful Witness Through Suffering)

Sunday Mark 1:16-20; Luke 14:25-33 (Counting the Cost, Answering the Call)


