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I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV. Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of officers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI . Benediction
A.M.E. Discipline
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 7 When he noticed how the 
guests chose the places of honor, he 
told them a parable.
 8 “When you are invited by 
someone to a wedding banquet, do 
not sit down at the place of honor, 
in case someone more distinguished 
than you has been invited by your 
host;
 9 and the host who invited 
both of you may come and say to 
you, ‘Give this person your place,’ 
and then in disgrace you would start 
to take the lowest place.
 10 But when you are invited, 
go and sit down at the lowest place, 
so that when your host comes, he 
may say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
higher’; then you will be honored 
in the presence of all who sit at the 

table with you.
 11 For all who exalt them-
selves will be humbled, and those 
who humble themselves will be ex-
alted.”
 12 He said also to the one who 
had invited him, “When you give 
a luncheon or a dinner, do not in-
vite your friends or your brothers or 
your relatives or rich neighbors, in 
case they may invite you in return, 
and you would be repaid.
 13 But when you give a ban-
quet, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, and the blind.
 14 And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrec-
tion of the righteous.”

Luke 14:7-14 (NRSV)

Lesson 1 March 3, 2019

Called to Humility and Hospitality
Lesson Scripture: Luke 14:7-14 
Focus Scripture: Luke 14:7-14  

Key Verses: “For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” Luke 14:11 
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VOCABULARY
•	 Honor – To treat with high esteem.      
•	 Parable – A story used to illustrate a religious or moral truth.
•	 Distinguished – To be a well-known and respected person 

who has high achievements or skills.
•	 Exalt – To lift up.
•	 Humble – To not be proud.

INTRODUCTION

Who doesn’t want to be popular? Being popular has its 
benefits. In some schools, the most popular students are 

those who participate in sports. They enjoy a special social 
status that gives them the opportunity to attend special events, 
go to parties, get special attention from school staff, and on 
some occasions be excused from some classes, etc. Almost 
everyone wants to be friends with popular people. But there 
are others who are ignored in school for various reasons. They 
never are invited to parties, frequently sit alone at lunchtime, 
and are often bullied. Which group do you identify with?

In today’s lesson, we will discover how Jesus wants us to 
demonstrate honor and respect towards all people regardless 
of their social status.         

BIBLE STORY

Jesus often visited the homes of various people no matter 
their status in society. In today’s lesson, Jesus was invited to 

the house of a Pharisee leader for the Sabbath meal. Pharisees 
were religious leaders who desired everyone strictly to abide 
by all the laws. They frequently accused Jesus of violating the 
laws. At this Sabbath meal, the Pharisees were watching Jesus; 
and, Jesus was watching them. Jesus even healed a man, 
which was a violation of Sabbath day laws. But no one dared to 
confront Jesus. 
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Jesus observed how the guests went and sat in the best 
seats. During that time, the places of honor were reserved for 
those of higher social status. He took the opportunity to share a 
parable to teach important lessons on humility and hospitality at 
a banquet. Guests should never assume they can sit in the seats 
of honor at a special event. This is prideful behavior and can 
only lead to embarrassment if you have to move to a different 
seat. God wants us to remain humble. Status in society is not as 
important as service in God’s kingdom. He will exalt us.

Hosts usually invite their friends, family, and rich associates 
to special events. However, Jesus wants hosts to invite all 
people to fellowship with them. We cannot show hospitality to a 
select group. God does not exclude us from his family and we 
should not exclude others. All people must be treated equally. 
In addition, God will bless us in the end for our service in his 
kingdom.

LIFE APPLICATION

In today’s society, everyone wants to be popular and will do 
anything to achieve stardom. Think about the Kardashian 

family (Google: “Keeping Up with the Kardashians”). Just about 
everybody in the world knows who they are by name and millions 
of people follow them on social media such as Instagram, 
Twitter, and YouTube. The Kardashians always draw attention 
wherever they go and whatever they do. As a result, they are 
multimillionaires. And as long as they can get paid for what they 
do, the money will continue to pour in for them. Some people 
are never satisfied with what they have and always crave more. 
There is no end to their greed and selfishness. What do you 
think about people who always desire to have the attention on 
themselves and never think about others? Does everyone in 
your church demonstrate humility? What types of behaviors 
do not show humility? Do you recall a time when you were not 

humble? __________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Using the anagram for the word “HOSPITALITY,” write words 
that can help us describe ways to show hospitality to those who 
are unpopular and excluded.

H _______________________________________________

O _______________________________________________

S _______________________________________________

P ________________________________________________

I _______________________________________________

T _______________________________________________ 

A _______________________________________________

L _______________________________________________

I _______________________________________________

T _______________________________________________

Y _______________________________________________

SUMMARY

God desires for us to remain humble as we serve him. We do 
not have to worry about our status in society because our 

position in God’s family is more important. God will praise and 
reward us in the end for our service in his kingdom. All God wants 
is for us to love others and treat them with honor, regardless 
of what others think or their position in society. This week, ask 
God to help you discover ways to demonstrate humility and love 
towards others on a daily basis.      
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CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Closing song: “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” (AMEC Hymnal 
#282) 

God, forgive me for being selfish and prideful. I need your help to 
remain humble as I serve you and extend love towards others. 
Amen.  
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Mark 1:16-20
 16 As Jesus passed along the 
Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the sea—for they were fisher-
men.
 17 And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you 
fish for people.”
 18 And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him.
 19 As he went a little farther, 
he saw James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, who were in their 
boat mending the nets.
 20 Immediately he called 
them; and they left their father Ze-
bedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him.

Luke 14:25-33
 25 Now large crowds were 
traveling with him; and he turned 
and said to them, 
 26 “Whoever comes to me and 
does not hate father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sis-

ters, yes, and even life itself, cannot 
be my disciple.
 27 Whoever does not carry the 
cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple.
 28 For which of you, intend-
ing to build a tower, does not first 
sit down and estimate the cost, 
to see whether he has enough to 
complete it?
 29 Otherwise, when he has 
laid a foundation and is not able to 
finish, all who see it will begin to 
ridicule him,
 30 saying, ‘This fellow began 
to build and was not able to finish.’
 31 Or what king, going out 
to wage war against another king, 
will not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thou-
sand to oppose the one who comes 
against him with twenty thousand?
 32 If he cannot, then, while the 
other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for the terms of 
peace.

Mark 1:16-20; Luke 14:25-33 (NRSV)

A Costly Call

Lesson Scripture: Mark 1:16-20; Luke 14:25-33  
Focus Scripture: Mark 1:16-20; Luke 14:25-3

Key Verse: “Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple.” Luke 14:27  

Lesson 2 March 10, 2019
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 33 So therefore, none of you 
can become my disciple if you do 

not give up all your possessions.

VOCABULARY
•	 Disciple – Somebody who believes in and follows the 

teachings of Jesus.
•	 Follow – To go after somebody or take same direction.  
•	 Cost – That which causes somebody to sacrifice something.

INTRODUCTION

Imagine if someone said to you, “In order to join our group 
you must permanently surrender your cell phone and other 

electronic devices first.” What would you do? Many people could 
not imagine living without their cell phone. Therefore, the choice 
would be easy for them. Whatever we value in life becomes 
our priority over all else. Good or bad, there is always a cost 
involved with our choices. In today’s lesson, we will learn about 
Jesus’ teachings on the cost of being a disciple.         

BIBLE STORY

Wherever Jesus traveled, he seemed to draw crowds who 
wanted to follow him without even knowing where Jesus 

was going (v. 25). Jesus was traveling toward Jerusalem and 
then to the cross where he would be crucified. So Jesus had 
to help the people understand the cost of following him. We 
all have to think about what we are doing and decide if we are 
willing to follow Jesus until the end.

Those who want to be Jesus’ disciples must be willing to 
detach themselves (the meaning of ‘hate’ in the text, v. 26) from 
family, and disregard the value of their own lives. We have to 
take up our cross and follow Jesus. This means complete self-
denial. Our desires must die for us to be faithful followers of 
Christ. 
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Jesus uses the stories of a builder of a tower, and a king 
about to go to war, as examples of counting the cost of being 
a disciple (vv. 28-32). A builder has to estimate the cost of 
completing the tower before starting the project. A king has 
to evaluate his military strength before going to war to avoid 
possibly losing. We might have enthusiasm to live for and follow 
Jesus but not consider whether we are equipped to complete 
the journey. God is looking for disciples who will surrender all on 
behalf of his kingdom (v. 33).

Jesus’ first four disciples were fishermen who left their trade 
and families to follow him (Mark 1:16-20). Many others have 
sacrificed all to follow Jesus. What are you willing to sacrifice 
for him?

LIFE APPLICATION

Helen Berhane was a singer and worship leader in an 
outlawed church in Eritrea, a country in East Africa. She 

sang worship to her Savior before Eritrean officials arrested 
her. And in prison, Ms. Berhane kept on singing. Her captors 
were determined that they would silence her voice of praise. 
To punish her, they locked her in a shipping container for 10 
months with a woman who suffered from severe mental illness. 
Ms. Berhane told Voice of Martyr in an interview:

“First, when she tortured me, pulled my hair, many things, I 
say, ‘God, what can I learn from this?’ Because you cannot ask 
God, ‘Why you did this to me?’ He is such a loving God that is 
why he died on the cross, so it is very silly to ask that kind of 
question. I am saying, ‘What can I learn from this?’ Abraham 
traveled to Mount Moriah to sacrifice Isaac. He decided to 
sacrifice his own son, so why not sacrifice my comfort zone? I 
decide to stand by faith, it doesn’t matter what the cost. Because 
everything cost a price. When you buy bread, it cost a price. 
When you buy car, it cost a price. Also when you follow Jesus, 
it cost a price. Everything cost a price.” (Content taken from 
article on www.vomusa.org)
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Do you think her sacrifice was necessary and/or beneficial? 
How would you have responded?

Obstacles to following Jesus    Benefits of following Jesus

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

4. 4.

5. 5.

SUMMARY

Faithfulness to Christ even after counting the cost of doing 
so is the true sign of a committed disciple. Those who take 

the risk and give up everything for Christ are making the right 
choices. Today, Jesus is looking for radical people to take up 
their crosses and follow Jesus wherever he goes. Can God 
depend on you?  

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Closing song: “I Give Myself Away” - William McDowell (Arise - 
album) 

God, thank you for sacrificing your life on the cross for me. I 
surrender and commit my life to being your disciple. Amen.
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