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Lesson 1                                                            2                                                            March 3

Purpose
To recognize the importance of humility in Christian discipleship

Hearing the Word 
The Scripture for this lesson is printed below 

Called to Humility and Hospitality

Luke 14:7-14 (NIV)
      7    When he noticed how the guests picked
the places of honor at the table, he told them
this parable:
      8    “When someone invites you to a wedding
feast, do not take the place of honor, for a per-
son more distinguished than you may have been
invited.
      9    If so, the host who invited both of you will
come and say to you, ‘Give this person your
seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the
least important place.
      10 But when you are invited, take the lowest
place, so that when your host comes, he will say
to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then
you will be honored in the presence of all the
other guests.
      11 For all those who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves
will be exalted.”
      12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you
give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your
friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives,
or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite
you back and so you will be repaid.
      13 But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,
      14 and you will be blessed. Although they
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resur-
rection of the righteous.”

Luke 14:7-14 (KJV)
      7    And he put forth a parable to those which
were bidden, when he marked how they chose
out the chief rooms; saying unto them,
      8    When thou art bidden of any man to a
wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a
more honourable man than thou be bidden of
him;
      9    And he that bade thee and him come
and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou
begin with shame to take the lowest room.
      10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit
down in the lowest room; that when he that
bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee,
Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have wor-
ship in the presence of them that sit at meat
with thee.
      11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be
abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be
exalted.
      12 Then said he also to him that bade him,
When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not
thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kins-
men, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid
thee again, and a recompence be made thee.
      13 But when thou makest a feast, call the
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind:
      14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they can-
not recompense thee: for thou shalt be recom-
pensed at the resurrection of the just.
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Seeing the Need
Out of the mouths of babes! 
The chi ldren came from Sunday

school where they had just heard the
story from Luke 14:7-14. Jesus’ instruc-
tions on hospitality were fresh on their
minds: “When you host a lunch or dinner,
don’t invite your friends, your brothers
and sisters, your relatives, or rich neigh-
bors” (Luke 14:12). 

Now it was time for the congregational
announcements in the worship service.
“After church today, we hope you will all
come to our churchwide potluck lunch in
the fellowship hall,” said the pastor. “And
it’s not too late to invite a friend, a family
member, or a neighbor.”

Up went a little hand. “Yes?” the pas-
tor said, expecting the boy to say some-
thing that everyone would find adorable.

“Jesus said not to invite those folks,”
came the voice, loud enough for every-
one to hear. Awkward!

This week, we will explore Jesus’ les-
sons on humility and hospitality at the
table—and even beyond the table. 

With some divine inspiration and cre-
ativity,  we can discover ways to be
authentically humble and radically hos-
pitable in our churches and in every
place. After all, hasn’t God shown us ulti-
mate hospitality by accepting us as sons
and daughters?

Living the Faith
As a Guest

It seems like every small town in Amer-
ica has one: a group of friends who
gather for breakfast early every morning

at a diner or a fast-food restaurant. After
they finish their eggs and hash browns,
they serve up a good portion of local
news and opinion, some of it perhaps a
little salty at times. 

The breakfast group might not realize
it, but their informal ritual is much like
the ancient Greek symposium, an after-
dinner time when men would tell epic
stories, impart wisdom, or match wits.
Symposia were still fairly common in
Jesus’ time, and the meal described in
Luke 14 might have been one. 

A symposium was usually an enjoyable
event. But on this occasion, there was
already tension in the air as Jesus
arrived. Jesus’ host was a Pharisee
leader (Luke 14:1), and the Pharisees
had already begun grumbling against
Jesus. 

On his way to this meal, Jesus had
already healed a man with “an abnormal
swelling of the body” (verse 2; “dropsy”
in some older translations). Some of the
Pharisees didn’t like the fact that Jesus
healed the man on the sabbath, so Luke
tells us that the leaders of the Pharisees
“were watching him closely” (verse 1).  

And Jesus watched them right back.
As the guests took their seats at the
table, he “noticed how they sought out
the best seats at the table” (verse 7).
Jesus saw this as a teachable moment.
He didn’t wait until after the meal. He
didn’t even wait for everyone to be
seated. Right at the start, he taught them
lessons in humility and hospitality. He
told the guests to always take their seats
in the least important places rather than
in the seat of honor. “Then you will be
honored in the presence of all your fellow
guests” (verse 10).
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Awkward! 
What did the host think of all this? Did

he immediately regret inviting Jesus? And
what about the one who was sitting in
the seat of honor when Jesus made
these remarks? Was there a shuffling of
seats after Jesus gave this lesson in
humility? 

There was no mistaking Jesus’ words.
He called the guests out for seeking to
honor themselves. 

Was this a new teaching? Not neces-
sarily. The Pharisees probably knew the
proverb that says, “Don’t exalt yourself in
the presence of the king, or stand in the
place of important people, because it is
better that he say to you, ‘Come up here,’
than to be demoted before a ruler”
(Proverbs 25:6-7). Yet there were the
guests, seeking places of honor.

The way Jesus saw it, you were not to
seize honor for yourself. Honor was to be
bestowed by others, and ultimate honor
was God’s to give. Just as Peter wrote in
his first letter, “Humble yourselves under
God’s power so that he may raise you up
in the last day” (1 Peter 5:6).

Readers of Matthew’s Gospel remem-
ber Jesus saying, “All who lift themselves
up will be brought low. But all who make
themselves low wil l  be l i f ted up”
(Matthew 23:12). 

And who could ever forget that conver-
sation on the way to Jerusalem when the
mother of James and John bowed before
Jesus to implore him, “Say that these two
sons of mine will sit, one on your right
hand and one on your left, in your king-
dom” (Matthew 20:21)? What a contrast
with today’s text! 

Luke 14:7-11 is Jesus’ practical exam-
ple to us of how to exercise humility at a
meal. And if the table fellowship is a
microcosm of our larger life together, how
do Jesus’ teachings here inform how we
exercise humility at the table and in every
place?  

Where can you apply Jesus’ teaching
on humility in the coming days?

As a Host
There’s a great episode of The Andy

Griffith Show when Otis has to stay at the
house with Aunt Bee because the jail is
at capacity.1 Aunt Bee is in her kitchen
with two friends, baking cakes for the
church supper. She is mortified to think
that her respectable guests might
encounter uncouth and drunk Otis in her
house. So Aunt Bee decides to reform
Otis during his stay in her “jail.” She will
straighten him out through her own work
program of household chores.

At first, Otis didn’t like it at all. But by
the end of the episode, he has dried out
and cleaned up. It may have taken Aunt
Bee some time to open her home and
heart to him, but she eventually saw him
as worthy of hospitality.

Hospitality was the basis of the sec-
ond part of Jesus’ teaching in today’s
text. He was still at the dining event with
his Pharisee host and his guests. They
had just gotten a lesson in humility from
Jesus. 

Now Jesus shifted his focus from the
guests to the host: “When you host a
lunch or dinner, don’t invite your friends,
your brothers and sisters, your relatives,
or rich neighbors. . . . Instead, when you
give a banquet, invite the poor, crippled,
lame, and blind” (Luke 14:12-13). Just as
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the guests were to seek the lowest place,
the host was to seek guests with low
social standing, people who would proba-
bly not be able to return the favor. Was
this a new teaching? It was certainly radi-
cal! 

For example, the Pharisees at this
meal must have been familiar with God’s
law in Leviticus that prohibited people
who were physically imperfect from enter-
ing parts of the holy sanctuary and mak-
ing an offering to God (Leviticus 21:17-
23).

In the Dead Sea Scrolls, scholars
found a document with the invitation list
for a great banquet at the end of human
history. Welcome were “all the wise men
of the congregation, the learned and the
intelligent, men whose way is perfect and
men of ability . . . the men of renown.” 

Who was not invited? “No man smit-
ten in his flesh, or paralyzed in his feet or
hands, or lame, or blind, or deaf, or
dumb, or smitten in his flesh with a visi-
ble blemish; no old and tottery man
unable to stay still in the midst of the
congregation.”2

When Patrick J. Willson read this list to
a class in his church, an octogenarian
laughed and declared, “Preacher, you
know that business about tottery old men
who can’t stay still in the middle of
church? They’re saying they don’t want
folks with weak bladders!”3

So when Jesus told his host to invite
the “poor, crippled, lame, and blind,” he
was teaching an important lesson on
hospitality. As he said in the previous
chapter, “Those who are last will be first
and those who are first will be last” (Luke
13:30). He gave honor and respect to

those who were considered unworthy
and taught those around him to do the
same.

The poor, crippled, lame, and blind
were generally not afforded the same
privileges as the wealthy and able-bod-
ied. One commentator has observed that
“in terms of status, these people are
clearly peasants or worse. . . . Yet they
are God’s chosen guests. God would
have the wealthy, elite members of the
Lukan church invite them to full member-
ship and equal status with them.”4

I doubt any of us object to Jesus’
teaching on whom to invite to a dinner
party. But let’s be honest. How many of
us follow it? 

I confess that I haven’t gone out and
intentionally invited the poor, crippled,
lame, and blind to my house for a meal,
and I lived in church-owned parsonages
for many years! I like to think I wouldn’t
turn anyone away, but Jesus wasn’t talk-
ing about that. He said to go out and
invite them. 

Shouldn’t the same go for the meals
we host in our churches? Jesus didn’t
just tell us to welcome everyone who may
come. He said to actually go out and
invite those who are socially ignored or
outcast. The duty falls to Christians to go
out of their way to make the invitation.

We good church people may not like
being implicated in Jesus’ words, and I
doubt the Pharisees did either. But nei-
ther should we try to exonerate ourselves
or relativize Jesus’ clear teaching. Our
best response is to confess that we do
not measure up, to ask the Lord for help
to do better, and to go and do as he
taught us.
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A few years ago, when I was the pastor
of a city church, I heard about a ministry
that was taking free meals to people who
lived in the woods and under the bridges
of our city. Most days, the servers would
eat together with the guests and the
guests would help the servers clean up.
In these ways, they blended the roles of
caregiver and care recipient.

The director of the ministry was a
clergy colleague of mine, so we struck up
a conversation about how we might col-
laborate. At that time, her office was her
car and the ministry’s base of operations
was a storage unit. But our church could
provide her with a proper office and a
location closer to the downtown popula-
tion she wanted to reach. So we did.
Today the church and the table ministry
have a rich, symbiotic relationship as
they exhibit Jesus’ humility and hospital-
ity together.

Where might we manifest humble hos-
pitality at the table? Who is missing from
the table and why? 

As a People
Jesus’ mealtime lessons in humility

and hospitality were more than just eti-
quette. Jesus re-ordered priorities. He
gave us a peek at the kingdom of God
where “all who lift themselves up will be
brought low, and those who make them-
selves low will be lifted up” (Luke 14:11).

These lessons were expressed around
the table, but they weren’t limited to the
table. Jesus expressed the same humility
and hospitality in his life, death, and res-
urrection. 

The early Christians put it in beautiful
verse: “When he found himself in the
form of a human, he humbled himself by

becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:7-
8). 

Jesus humbly put God’s will before his
own that we might have access to God
through him. That was an ultimate act of
hospitality. God showed us the greatest
hospitality by giving us eternal life. Even
us! 

Many know that John Wesley wrote
that on May 24, 1738, he felt his heart
“strangely warmed.” But the next sen-
tence is just as important. He went on to
explain, “I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ
alone for salvation; and an assurance
was given me that He had taken away my
sins, even mine.” 

I’ve always loved how he said “even
mine.”5 Wesley was amazed that God
would be so hospitable to accept even
him. This should remind us how amazing
it is that God would accept us, even us!
That’s hospitality!

Around the same time, John’s brother
Charles penned lyrics that expressed his
own amazement at God’s grace in
accepting him: 

“Amazing love! how can it be
That Thou, my God, should die for

me!”6

So, too, Jesus calls us to exhibit radi-
cal hospitality. If we do, we “will be repaid
when the just are resurrected” (Luke
14:14). When we imitate Jesus’ humility
and God’s hospitality, our actions have
cosmic and eternal significance, not only
for ourselves but also in service to God’s
kingdom. 

If you still have your Bible open, read
the verse after today’s text. I just love

Lesson 1                                                            6                                                            March 3
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how the story ends! After Jesus had fin-
ished his remarks, an unnamed dinner
guest said to him, “Happy are those who
will feast in God’s kingdom” (verse 15). 

Yes! What a wonderful declaration!
Perhaps it expresses how you feel, too. 

How have you experienced God’s hos-
pitality in your own spirit? 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for teaching us
the virtues of humility and hospitality.
Where we have fallen shor t of your
expectations, forgive us, we pray. Free us
to be your faithful disciples by welcoming
others the way you welcome us. Amen.
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Daily Bible Study
March  4                Answering the Lord’s Call                                    Mark 4:10-20
                               of Discipleship
March  5                It’s Hard to Enter the Kingdom                          Mark 10:23-31
March  6                The Lord’s Call and Family Conflict             Matthew 10:34-39
March  7                The Father Honors Those Who Follow             John 12:20-26
March  8                Suffering and Knowing Christ Jesus            Philippians 3:7-16
March  9                Faithful Witness Through Suffering      2 Corinthians  6:1-10
March  10              Counting the Cost, Answering the Call               Mark 1:16-20;
                                                                                                  Luke 14:25-33

1 From “Aunt Bee the Warden,” The Andy Griffith Show (Season 2), directed by Bob
Sweeney (Paramount Television, March 12, 1962).

2 From archive.org/stream/pdfy-Uy_BZ_QGsaLiJ4Zs/The%20Dead%20Sea%20
Scrolls%20%5BComplete%20English%20Translation%5D_djvu.txt.

3 From “Sunday, August 29, 2010: Luke 14:1, 7-14,” by Patrick J. Willson in The
Christian Century, 127.17 (2010); page 20.

4 From The Social World of Luke-Acts, by Jerome H. Neyrey (Hendrickson Publishers,
2008); pages 379-380.

5 From “I Felt My Heart Strangely Warmed,” by John Wesley and Percy Livingstone
Parker in The Journal of John Wesley (Moody, 1951).

6 The United Methodist Hymnal, 363.
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Purpose
To remember that following Jesus is costly and rewarding.

Hearing the Word   
The Scripture for this lesson is printed below. 

A Costly Call

Mark 1:16-20; Luke 14:25-33 (NIV)
Mark 1:16-20

      16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the lake, for they were fisher-
men.
      17  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will
send you out to fish for people.”
      18 At once they left their nets and followed
him.
      19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw
James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a
boat, preparing their nets.
      20 Without delay he called them, and they
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired men and followed him.

Luke 14:25-33
      25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus,
and turning to them he said:
      26 “If anyone comes to me and does not
hate father and mother, wife and children, broth-
ers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a
person cannot be my disciple.
      27  And whoever does not carry their cross
and follow me cannot be my disciple.
      28 Suppose one of you wants to build a
tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the
cost to see if you have enough money to com-
plete it?
      29 For if you lay the foundation and are not
able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule
you,
      30 saying, ‘This person began to build and
wasn’t able to finish.’ 
      31  Or suppose a king is about to go to war
against another king. Won’t he first sit down and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand
men to oppose the one coming against him with
twenty thousand?
      32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation

while the other is still a long way off and will ask
for terms of peace.
      33 In the same way, those of you who do not
give up everything you have cannot be my disci-
ples.”

Mark 1:16-20; Luke 14:25-33 (KJV)
Mark 1:16-20

      16 Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a
net into the sea: for they were fishers.
      17  And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after
me, and I will make you to become fishers of
men.
      18 And straightway they forsook their nets,
and followed him.
      19 And when he had gone a little farther
thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, who also were in the ship
mending their nets.
      20 And straightway he called them: and they
left their father Zebedee in the ship with the
hired servants, and went after him.

Luke 14:25-33
      25 And there went great multitudes with
him: and he turned, and said unto them,
      26 If any man come to me, and hate not his
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also,
he cannot be my disciple.
      27  And whosoever doth not bear his cross,
and come after me, cannot be my disciple.
      28 For which of you, intending to build a
tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the
cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?
      29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the founda-
tion, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it
begin to mock him.
      30 Saying, This man began to build, and was
not able to finish.
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      31  Or what king, going to make war against
another king, sitteth not down first, and consul-
teth whether he be able with ten thousand to
meet him that cometh against him with twenty
thousand?
      32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way

off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth
conditions of peace.
      33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple.
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Seeing the Need
I just knew my parents were going to be

so proud of my frugality. I had discovered a
record club that would send me eight CDs
for a penny! A penny! For a teenager with a
new CD player, this was like finding a
treasure chest.

Little did I realize what I was getting
myself into. If I didn’t keep sending in a
special card each month, they would send
me a CD I didn’t order and charge me full
price (somewhere north of $20). To get
out of this obligation, I had to buy several
CDs at full price within 12 months.

Of course, it was in the 12th month that
I approached my parents with the news
that I hadn’t reached my purchase obliga-
tion. They were not pleased, and we
worked out a solution. But I had learned
my lesson: Always read the fine print, and
count the cost before making a commit-
ment. 

Jesus’ call to his disciples was straight-
forward: “Come, follow me,. . . and I’ll show
you how to fish for people” (Mark 1:17).
But at a certain point, he looked at the
large crowd and decided to teach them
about counting the cost. He told them to
hate their families, carry their crosses,
count the costs, and give up their posses-
sions (Luke 14:26-27, 33).  

This week, we will examine the cost of
Christian discipleship. By holding our two
texts in tension with one another, we will
seek to understand Jesus’ call to us today. 

Living the Faith
The Call

In the first of today’s texts, Mark 1:16-
20, Jesus’ ministry was off to an immedi-
ate start. Having been baptized and
tempted, he then went to Galilee and
walked along the sea. There he called two
sets of brothers to be his disciples: Simon
and Andrew, James and John. 

Mark said the disciples responded to
Jesus’ call “right away” and “at that very
moment” (Mark 1:18, 20). But how did
they give up everything to follow Jesus so
quickly and easily? 

I’ve usually heard it explained one of
two ways: (1) Jesus had a mesmerizing
charm that supernaturally entranced
them, or (2) the brothers themselves were
shining examples of dedication and devo-
tion that we should all emulate.

If the first explanation was the case,
then the disciples had little to do with their
calling. But that doesn’t fit, because Mark
made sure to tell us about all the family
and the fish that the men left behind. 

If the second explanation was true,
then Jesus had little to do with their call-
ing. They were just fishing until something
better came along. If that were the case,
they might have asked for Jesus’ creden-
tials: an ordination certificate, diploma, or
resume. They might have asked if there
was health insurance or a 401(k).

But, seriously, we don’t know if they
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experienced inner angst about leaving
their families, homes, or jobs to follow
Jesus. Mark didn’t tell us. We can only be
certain that Mark focused on how they left
everything to follow Jesus.

So what does it mean for us to have a
Savior who calls us to follow him? Think
about how amazing it is that Jesus actually
desires our discipleship in the first place!
He was not obligated to have followers any
more than God was ever obligated to cre-
ate humanity. 

But Jesus called disciples. He wanted
them to join him in his work. And Jesus
calls us to follow him and fish for people,
too. Absolutely astounding!

Sometimes people assume that the
ordained are the only ones with a call from
God. But God has called every follower of
Jesus, lay or ordained, to be in ministry. 

In the tradition of The United Methodist
Church, we state that “all Christians are
called through their baptism to this min-
istry of servanthood in the world to the
glory of God and for human fulfillment.”1

We are all going about some other work
when Jesus calls, whether it’s the first call
or the thousandth. Each of us is holding
something when Jesus approaches us, be
it a fishing net or a cell phone. We all have
that moment to decide. 

If you were one of these brothers, what
would it have taken to get you to leave
everything and follow Jesus? What does it
take today?

The Cost
If our first text made following Jesus

sound easy, our second text made it
sound impossible.

Luke said that “large crowds were trav-

eling with Jesus” (Luke 14:25). Perform-
ers, politicians, and preachers tend to pay
a lot of attention to crowd size, so this
sounds like great news! We would love to
see large crowds following Jesus today.
But it seems like the size of the crowd
gave Jesus concern. Perhaps he wondered
if they understood how costly their com-
mitment would be. 

So Jesus warned them harshly. Three
times he spoke in a formula that began
with, “Whoever doesn’t . . .” and ended
with, “cannot be my disciple.” Consider the
severity of his three warnings. 

In the first warning, Jesus said, “Who-
ever comes to me and doesn’t hate father
and mother, spouse and children, and
brothers and sisters—yes, even one’s own
life—cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). 

Hate your own family? While this kind of
hyperbole was not uncommon in Semitic
discourse, it probably didn’t rest easy on
its first hearers.2 “Honor your father and
your mother,” they had learned (Exodus
20:12). Family was often the primary way
they knew their identity and place in the
world. 

This wasn’t the family-friendly message
that people today have come to expect
from any preacher who would want to grow
her church. Saying, “Come to our church,
and give up all your possessions” would
not work well on an invitational banner in
the churchyard. But Jesus wanted his dis-
ciples to be aware of their allegiances.
They should always ask themselves, Is
anyone, or anything, in my life more impor-
tant to me than Jesus?

Then came the second warning: “Who-
ever doesn’t carry their own cross and fol-
low me cannot be my disciple” (Luke
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14:27). Consider what it must have
sounded like in Jesus’ time to hear him
say such a thing. 

Today people talk about their “cross to
bear” in relation to physical problems, diffi-
culties at work, or the like. But in Jesus’
day and time, people thought of the cross
like we think of the noose, the electric
chair, or the gas chamber. The cross
meant a violent death. 

We should be under no illusions about
what Jesus expects. Thomas à Kempis
once wrote, “Jesus has always many who
love his heavenly kingdom, but few who
bear his cross. He has many who desire
consolation, but few who care for trial. . . .
Those, on the contrary, who love him for
his own sake and not for any comfort of
their own, bless him in all trial and anguish
of heart as well as in the bliss of consola-
tion.. . . What power there is in pure love
for Jesus—love that is free from all self-
interest and self-love!”3

Jesus gave two illustrations between
the second and third warnings. The first
illustration was about building a tower, and
the second was about going to war (Luke
14:28-32). In both cases, he asked the
crowd who among them wouldn’t make
sure to have enough money or troops to
finish the task. The implicit answer was,
“Well, no one, of course.”

Then Jesus gave the third warning: “In
the same way, none of you who are unwill-
ing to give up all of your possessions can
be my disciple” (Luke 14:33). The phras-
ing was a little different from the other two
warnings, but the meaning was the same:
Count the cost. 

Readers of Luke’s Gospel will later
encounter the “certain ruler” who asked,

“What must I do to obtain eternal life?”
(Luke 18:18). Jesus replied with an
answer similar to his teaching here: “Sell
everything you own and distribute the
money to the poor” (Luke 18:22). 

And in Acts, Luke went on to write about
how the early church “would sell pieces of
property and possessions and distribute
the proceeds to everyone who needed
them” (Acts 2:45) and how “none of them
would say, ‘This is mine!’ about any of their
possessions, but held everything in com-
mon” (Acts 4:32).

Family, life, and possessions. Following
Jesus is costly! Being a disciple is not just
one more thing to add to an already busy
life. It’s how we live life itself. 

At one point in John’s Gospel, Jesus
gave a similar lesson on the cost of disci-
pleship. John then wrote, “At this, many of
his disciples turned away and no longer
accompanied him” (John 6:66). I wonder if
the crowd also thinned out after they
heard Jesus’ warnings as recorded in
Luke.

How do you react to Jesus’ expectations
for discipleship? Do you find them off-

putting or refreshing in their frankness?
The Commitment 

So what’s a Christian to do? In Mark,
we have Jesus’ call to his first disciples
who instantly left everything to follow him
(Mark 1:16-20). Mark almost made it
sound easy. But in Luke, Jesus told the
crowds that discipleship would cost them
everything (Luke 14:25-33). The bar was
set so high that it would seem unreach-
able.

Should we be more like the fishing
brothers of Mark or the fickle crowds of
Luke? Is it better to be all-in or to count the
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cost? Should we look for a happy medium
between the two: committed but not too
committed?  Would it be better just to
slowly back away from discipleship alto-
gether? Is that the way to show Jesus we
are serious? Maybe we should just plan to
come back later when we think we can do
better.  

Certainly not! Look at the disciples
Jesus called to follow him in Mark. He
called them directly, literally face to face.
He didn’t make a mistake. He knew their
faults and limitations. He knew they didn’t
come off the boat ready for all that disci-
pleship would require. And he would often
find them lacking in faith or even asleep in
the course of their duties (Luke 22:46)!
Nevertheless, he called them and he loved
them.

That’s what the call to discipleship is.
It’s a manifestation of God’s love for us.
God created us to “glorify God and to enjoy
him forever,” says the Westminster Cate-
chism.4 We Christians do this by following
Jesus Christ as Lord. Sure, we must rely on
the grace and power of God’s Spirit to con-
tinually remake us in God’s image. But
God knows that. 

Joseph Hart was an 18th-century minis-
ter in London who became a libertine as a
young man. Hart told his biographer, “I
began to sink deeper and deeper into con-
viction of my nature’s evil, the wickedness

of my life, the shallowness of my Christian-
ity, and the blindness of my devotion.”5

However, the week before Easter in
1757, Hart had a vision of Christ in the
garden of Gethsemane that changed him
forever. He experienced a renewed faith in
God and rededicated himself to his Lord.
Within two years, he had penned and pub-
lished several hymns. 

Among those hymns was one that has
been included in hundreds of hymnals
since: “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and
Needy.” It is a clarion call to Christian disci-
pleship.

The call stands, regardless of our abili-
ties. We should count the cost as Jesus
teaches. But in our calculations we should
not leave out the immeasurable grace of
God who counted the cost of our salvation.
God found the cost to be inconceivably
high but paid it anyway!

So let us come and follow Jesus. Let us
put him first above all others, carry our
crosses, and give of all we have to follow
him. 

Where do you find yourself now? In the
boat hearing the call? in the crowd hearing
the warnings? How do you respond?

Lord, help me to hear your call and to
respond humbly. Amen.

1 From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 2016; ¶ 126.
2 From The New Interpreter’s Bible, first edition (Abingdon, 1995).
3 From The Imitation of Christ, by Thomas à Kempis (Bruce Publishing Company,

1940); pages 74-75.
4 From The Westminster Shorter Catechism Ratified by the General Assembly of The
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Daily Bible Study
March  11      Transformed by Christ Into New Life                    Ephesians 2:1-10
March  12      God Seeks the Scattered People                          Ezekiel 34:11-16
March  13      God’s Compassion for Straying People              Hosea 11:1-4, 8-9
March  14      Calling Sinners to Repentance                     Luke 3:12-13; 5:27-32 
March  15      Finding the Lost Sheep and the Coin                          Luke 15:1-10
March  16      Plea for Understanding                                              Luke 15:25-32
                       and Recognition
March  17      Family Members, Forgiven and Reconciled              Luke 15:11-24

Presbyterian Church in the United States at Augusta, Ga., December 4, 1861, first
edition (Presbyterian Committee of Publication, 1861; page 3.

5 From “Joseph Hart,” by Thomas Wright in The Lives of the British Hymn-Writers, first
edition (Farmcombe & Son, 1910); pages 4, 34.
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