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WO'SE THEOLOGY 101



OVERVIEW

• What is theology?

• African religions and Wo'se?

• Cornerstones of Wo'se Theology



OVERVIEW

• What is theology?

• What do we expect from a 
theology?

• What are the expectations we 
carry to a "new" place?



WHAT IS THEOLOGY?

• Theology literally means the 
"God's word" or studying the 
"word of God"

• Rooted in the notion of study, not 
necessarily practice

• Suggest the existence of a book 
from God
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HOW WE CAME HERE...

Drum/

Scripture/Music

History

Illuminati 

...determines our expectations



ARE WE LOOKING IN THE 
RIGHT PLACES?

• Our Judeo-Christian 
background creates 
conscious and unconscious 
expectations

• There are elements we're 
looking for, and often can't 
find or simply misinterpret



WHAT IS WO'SE' THEOLOGY?
• Everyone's question - multiple answers

• Answers have included:

• Nguzo Saba

• Collection of books: Husia, Destruction, Stolen 
Legacy, 2000 Seasons 

• Maat

• 42 Declarations of Innocence

• What We Practice, What We Believe

• Faith Statement

• What we do know ... There is no one place for a 
definitive answer



THEOLOGY, RELIGION, AND SPIRITUALITY

• Theology is often illustrated through common practices and 
rituals, which help to define a religious community

Religion is the 
formulation of ritual, 
dogma, and belief*

Spirituality is a 
recognition of the 
sacred in nature*

*Courtesy of Dr. Marimba Ani, Yurugu 

Theology



ROLE OF RELIGION FOR BLACK PEOPLE

• From Nate Turner to Dr. King 
religion has been a tool either for 
liberation or subjugation

• Often our interpretation of its 
role drives the expectation today



CODIFICATION
Religion, to be superior and worthy of the 
"civilized", had to be "knowledge" and 

have the nature of the eternal truth of logic. It's 
written codification helped to give it this 
character and so become to European's 

evidence of "true religion". (Yurugu, p. 115)

Written codification is necessary for 
the development and growth of a certain kind 
of ideology ...not necessarily more complex, but 
in many ways more oppressive to the human 

spirit as it forces human activity to be 
increasingly technologically oriented (Yurugu, p. 

118)
FALSE

Speculative
Here say 

TRUE
Evidence

Confirmed

Spoken
Belief



BEFORE THE DOORS OPENED

Cultural

Acts 7:22 - "Moses was 
educated in all the learning of 

the Egyptians"

1967

Early 
Wo'se

Late
1970sBiblical

Political
1970s

Kwanzaa

Allen 
Temple

Black Panther 
Party



WO'SE TIMELINE

1980 1984 1994 2010

Bible Husia

Destruction of Black Civilization
Stolen Legacy
2000 Seasons

Nguzo Saba
Book of 
Coming 
Forth

West African Spiritual Practices

What cha' mean 
ain't no Jesus?

Theban 
Theology

(Woset)

Memphit
e



ELEMENTS OF "THEOLOGY"
•Frustrations may 
arise because of our 
own "mental" 
substitution

•SYMBOL = Cross 
=> Ankh

•BOOK = Bible -> 
Husia?

•GOD = Allah -> 
Amen-Ra?

•PROPHET/SON = 
Jesus 

SYMBOL

SYMBOL

GOD

PROPHET/SON

BOOK

AFTER LIFE



AFRICAN RELIGIONS
• There is no sacred text - 
"...everybody is a religious carrier"; it 
is not codified

• Religion is not universal; it is not 
meant for exportation

• There is no religious conversion; 
religion and community are 
inseparable

• There are no founders

• A belief in an after-life, but "the soul 
of man does not long for spiritual 
redemption"



WE ARE NOT CHILDREN
• "We are not stunted in spirit, 
we are not Europeans, that we 
should invent fables a child 
would laugh at...We have 
thought it better to start 
from sure knowledge, 
call fables fables...But from the 
desert first, then from the sea, 
the white predators ... 
[assailed] us with the 
maddening loudness of their 
shrieking theologies..." 
-2000 Seasons



WEEKLY PREPARATION

• What is the role of "theology" in 
your weekly habits?

• Read the handouts



CORNERSTONES OF KEMETIC 
SPIRITUALITY

• Requirement to 
engage in moral 
social practice, and 
thus creating a 
community of 
Maat - DO 
MAAT

Standard of Rightness

Divine Order Established 
at Creation• Belief in our 

perfectability - 
KHEPER (to 
rise and 
transform 
daily) 

• Belief in our 
inherent divinity 
- to be one with 
Divine from 
birth - LIKE 
RA

• Recognition in our 
rise and 
transformation at 
death - 
COMING 
FORTH

• Our connection to 
ancestors - 
LIBATION



OUTLINE

• Daily Responsibility (Do 
Maat)

• Actions would be judged

• Notion of heaven or 
unification with the One

• Sense of a resurrection



CORNERSTONES OF KEMETIC 
SPIRITUALITY

• Requirement to engage in moral 
social practice, and thus creating a 
community of Maat - DO MAAT

• Belief in our perfectability - KHEPER 
(to rise and transform daily) 

• Belief in our inherent divinity - to be 
one with Divine from birth - LIKE 
RA

• Recognition in our rise and 
transformation at death - COMING 
FORTH

• Our connection to ancestors - 
LIBATION

Standard of Rightness

Divine Order Established 
at Creation



THE WAY IS MA'AT - TRUTH, JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. We believe 
the teachings of our elders and our ancestors that the Creator God 

created the Universe and all life, and has placed in each of us a part of the 
Divine Spirit. God living in us and through us has given us the right and the 

power to establish peace and justice in all human life, and true harmony 
with all of creation. Our Way is not merely ritual or belief; Our Way is a Way 

of Life. 

Our Way is not a random path. Our Way begins with coherent understanding. 
It is a Way that aims at preserving knowledge of who we are. It is with this 
conviction that we study the rich heritage of our African people. The Way is 

reciprocity. The Way is wholeness. The Way is Unity and Self-
Determination. It is Creativity, Collective Work and Responsibility. Our 
Way is Faith, Purpose and Cooperative Economics. The Way knows no 

oppression. Our Way creates, Our Way worships and praises the God of our 
ancestors. The Way is life, The Way destroys only destruction.§

What We Believe, 
What We Practice

2000 Seasons

Nguzo Saba

Libation

Historical Tributes

Coming Forth



MAAT
• Absolute cornerstone of 
Kemetic religious thought 
and moral, social order

• Maat is both concrete and 
abstract; physical and 
spiritual; terrestrial and 
astrological

• Key ideas include, right 
order, balance and 
harmony

• Creation is rooted in Maat, 
and people are judged 
based on their practice of 
Maat

42 Declarations are measures of Maat, but are not a 
definition



THE COMPOSITION OF WOMAN

K
Spirit - Ba

Soul - Life Force

Khu
Star - Immortality

Ren
Name - Power

7 to 9 Elements of the Self 

Ab
Heart - All 



JUDGED FOR OUR ACTIONS

• [Ani] "...May there not 
be resistance to me in 
judgement..." (PLATE III, p. 
11)

• [Heru] "His heart is right 
coming forth from the 
balance..." (PLATE IV, p. 
17)



BELIEF IN A HEREAFTER

"Physical"

Cosmologica

• Sense to emerge 
in a physical 
plane (p. 27)

• ...while at the 
same time in the 
company of God



REBIRTH IN THE COMPANY 
OF GOD

• [Ani] "... May my heart be to me in the house of 
hearts....May be to me my mouth that I may 
speak with it, my two legs to walk...My soul shall 
not be imprisoned in my body..." (PLATE XV, p. 88)



RISE & TRANSFORM



ONE GOD - MANY NAMES
• Our people have called God 
by many names

• The "One One" has been 
called Amen, Amen-Ra, Ra, 
Ptah, Asar, and others

• Neither monotheistic or 
polytheistic, but henotheistic; 
belief in a supreme ("one 
God") while simultaneously 
recognizing other aspects



OPEN THE BOOK

• May be to me 
my heart.
[Being reborn]



"We are charged to speak truth, do justice, act 
properly, live in harmony, be balanced, practice 

reciprocity and recognize and respect the personal- 
social, divine, and natural order." - Dr. Karenga



DEFINITIVE BELIEFS
• Divine is everywhere at all 
times, and exists in all things

• Expectation of ethical social 
practice (Maat and the 42 
Declarations)

• Each of us is divine, and our 
spirit (ka) is with Divine at all 
times (nuk ra heru neb)

• Our existence in community 
is our practice


