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VETERANS LEGAL INSTITUTE 
ANNOUNCES HONOREES FOR 

2020 LAWYERS 
FOR WARRIORS
Hope for America’s 
Heroes
A veteran’s transition to 
civilian life can be fraught with 
challenges. Accessing military 
benefits, seeing a doctor, finding 
a place to live, and getting 
a job often involve policies, 
documents, and procedures 
that can prove overwhelming 
to veterans, especially for those 
who struggle with physical and/
or mental health issues.

For low-income veterans in 
Southern California, there is 
hope.

The volunteers, attorneys, and 
advocates at Veterans Legal 
Institute (VLI) are committed to 
helping veterans in need. VLI’s 
mission is to provide access to 
attorneys, at zero cost to the 
veteran, who will fight to remove 
barriers to homelessness, 
healthcare, education, and 
employment.

Lawyers for Warriors
VLI could not exist without 
robust community support. 
Through generous donations of 
time, expertise, and resources, 
VLI has been able to help over 
6,000 veterans in the last five 
years. But the work continues, 
and veterans still need help. 

To that end, VLI created Lawyers 
for Warriors and presented by 
Wright Ford Young & Co. This 

annual event is an evening of 
fun, wine, cigars, delectable 
appetizers, and surprises. 
For the past five years, 
Lawyers for Warriors has 
been completely sold out. The 
event provides an opportunity 
for over 400 patriots from 
several industries – including 
legal, medical, financial, 
military – to network, raise 
money, and honor those 
who have given so much to 
veterans.

2020 Lawyers for 
Warriors Honorees
VLI is proud to announce this 
year’s honorees:

Law Firm of the Year: 
Umberg Zipser LLP 
(U/Z)
U/Z has been a long-
standing supporter of VLI, 
and its important work in 
the community. In addition 
to its support through pro 

bono legal work, U/Z co-
founding partner, Senator 
and veteran Tom Umberg, is 
a retired colonel in the U.S. 
Army, and U/Z partner Scott 
Garner is the 2020 Chairman 
of the Orange County Bar 
Association 

Community Partner of 
the Year: ProVisors
ProVisors is a business 
networking group that 
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brings together a broad 
mix of professional service 
providers who want to share 
business resources and 
referrals. Attorneys and other 
professionals within ProVisors 
have supported VLI for many 
years, through charitable 
donations and pro bono 
services. At least one member 
of ProVisors has been 
honored every year for his or 
her extraordinary dedication 
to VLI, including Marc Hankin, 
the current Chair of the VLI 
Board.

Veteran Advocate 
of the Year: The 
“Fab Four” (Bobby 
McDonald, COL Pete 
Seitz, (Ret.), Steven 
Spriggs, and Chase 
Wickersham)
All four honorees are 
dedicated and long-standing 
champions for veterans. 
In addition, all four were 
instrumental in creating the 
Orange County Veterans and 
Military Families Collaborative 
(OCVMFC), a coalition of over 
100 service organizations 
that facilitates access to 
comprehensive services for 
veterans, service members, 
and their families.

Bobby McDonald is a US Navy 
veteran who deployed twice 
to Vietnam. He is a VLI board 
member and Chair Emeritus 
and is involved with several 

other national veterans’ 
organizations, including the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
American Legion, Disabled 
Veterans of America, Vietnam 
Veterans, NAB VETS and the 
Association of the United 
States Army.  In 2016, he was 
named the U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s “Veterans 
Business Champion” of the 
year. He currently serves as 
the President of the OC Black 
Chamber of Commerce.

House Southern California 
Foundation, Association of the 
United States Army – Greater 
Los Angeles Chapter, Heroes 
Hall Veterans Foundation, 
Veterans Alliance of Orange 
County, OCVMFC, and many 
others. 

grassroots organization to one 
that, in 2019 alone, provided 
close to 10,000 service hours 
to veterans. As an attorney, 
she is a tireless advocate for 
VLI’s clients, with incredible 
success. And as a mentor, she 
is dedicated to helping young 
attorneys fight for veterans’ 
issues and learn from her. 
Sherry is a shareholder at 
Weintraub Tobin in Newport 
Beach.

Pete Seitz has a long-standing 
streak of services including 
the Marine Corps, Army, and 
the California State Guard, 
where he received several 
commendations. Pete has 
been actively involved with 
veteran support in Orange 
County serving as the Vice 
Chairman of the OCVMFC and 
a founding executive board 
member of VLI. He currently 
services as the President of 
Soldier, Veteran & Family 
Programs for the Association 
of the United States Army – 
Greater Los Angeles Chapter.

Steven Spriggs served in the 
U.S. Army in Vietnam. Later, 
Steve entered the mortgage 
business, specializing in VA 
Home Loans for military 
veterans and their families. 
Steve has financed over 6,000 
VA loans for military veterans, 
in all fifty states. Steve has 
dedicated his life to serving 
veterans in need and currently 
volunteers with Fisher 

Chase Wickersham served 
in the U.S. Army in Vietnam. 
For several years, he has been 
active with charities involved 
in veteran employment and 
veteran homelessness. He was 
appointed as the first Director 
of the Tierney Center for 
Veteran Services at Goodwill 
of Orange County. Prior to his 
Goodwill position, he worked 
for U.S.VETS in Los Angeles, 
first as a member of the 
Board of Directors and then 
as the Senior Vice President 
of Operations, responsible 
for the 12 locations around 
the country housing 2,500 
homeless veterans each 
night. He started the Veteran 
Business Network in Orange 
County, which now has over 
5,000 veteran members.

Attorney of the Year: 
Sherry Bragg, Esq.
Sherry Bragg is an attorney 
who has contributed to VLI 
in many ways. As a board 
member, she has helped 
VLI grow from a humble 

2020 Lawyers for 
Warriors Title Sponsor 
– Wright Ford Young & 
Co.
Wright Ford Young & Co. 
returns as the Title Sponsor 
of Lawyers for Warriors. 
This sponsorship continues 
Wright Ford Young and Co.’s 
charitable giving to the 
veteran community. In 2018, 
Wright Ford Young and Co. 
sponsored VLI’s American 
Patriots Ball, a gala honoring 
and celebrating veteran 
empowerment. In 2019, 
Wright Ford Young & Co. was 
also the Lawyers for Warriors 
Title Sponsor. Wright Ford 
Young & Co. is one of the 
premier Orange County based 
CPA firms and has invested 
over one million dollars since 
2007 for the greatest good in 
our local communities.

You can end the justice gap 
for our veterans. To find out 
more, visit www.vetslegal.org.




