BOROUGH OF BEACH HAVEN
Special Meeting
Thursday, May 24, 2018 - 7:00 PM
Mayor Davis called the meeting to order and the flag salute was led by Mr. Kakstis

 STATEMENT
The Clerk read the following statement:
Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by posting on the bulletin board in the Beach Haven Municipal Building and mailing the same to the Beach Haven Times, the Asbury Park Press and the Press of Atlantic City.
The Clerk made note that those in attendance were:
COUNCILMAN KAKSTIS 

COUNCILMAN LYNCH
COUNCILMAN MASCHAL


COUNCIL PRESIDENT WHITE


MAYOR DAVIS
Also in attendance:

Kristy Davis, Deputy Clerk

James Maley, Redevelopment Attorney

Frank Little, Borough Engineer

ORDINANCES (for approval)

#2018-11
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BEACH HAVEN ADOPTING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR BLOCK 167, LOT 1 WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF BEACH HAVEN, OCEAN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
First Reading:  
April 19, 2018


Publication:

April 26, 2018

Tabled:

May 14, 2018

Adoption:

May 24, 2018

Final Publication:
May 31, 2018
Effective:

June 30, 2018

The Deputy Clerk read Ordinance #2018-11 by title only.  Mayor Davis opened the floor for any member of the public wishing to speak on this ordinance. Seeing and hearing none, the floor was closed for public comment. Mr. Maschal made a motion to approve Ordinance 2018-11, seconded by Mr. Kakstis. A roll call vote was heard with five in the affirmative; none opposed, motion approved. 

#2018-13 
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BEACH HAVEN ADOPTING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR BLOCK 153, LOTS 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 AND 14 WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF BEACH HAVEN, OCEAN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
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First Reading:  
April 19, 2018


Publication:

April 26, 2018

Tabled:

May 14, 2018

Adoption:

May 24, 2018

Final Publication:
May 31, 2018

Effective:

June 30, 2018

The Deputy Clerk read Ordinance #2018-13 by title only. Mayor Davis opened the floor for any member of the public wishing to speak on this ordinance.
COLLEEN LAMBERT

115 8TH STREET

Mrs. Lambert had two concerns, height and density.  She said the height variance would set an undesirable precedence for future building.  She thought she could possibly support the project if they reduced the density and she asked Council to do something everyone could get on board with.
DAVID STANTON


19 WEBSTER

Mr. Stanton asked if there would be restrictions on someone purchasing a COAH unit and then renting it as an Air B&B.  Mayor Davis explained that there would be restrictions on the COAH units.  Mr. Maley confirmed that  deed requirements would be instated.
SCOTT CUNNINGHAM 

6TH STREET
Mr. Cunningham thought the building was too large and wanted to see a reduction in units and he wanted to see the pool removed from the project.  He asked where everyone was going to park. He wanted the developer  to go back to the Land Use Board with a new plan.

JOHN HARVEY


211 2ND STREET

He referenced a new group, “Engage Beach Haven”, which he started in order to discuss the changes going on in Beach Haven.  “Engage Beach Haven” had a meeting the previous week and he wanted to share what the group spoke about. The group wanted a reduction in height, to not higher than 42 feet, a reduction in the density from 95 to 75, and an increase on the rear setbacks, with buffers.  

MARGIE STEWART


3 SOUTH BAY AVE.

She was concerned about the safety and timing of the Demo of the building.  The building was going to be in Beach Haven for a long time so she thought that it would be ok to move slowly.
HELLEN ELKNER


SEAPLACE CONDOS

She felt the need for something to be done with the property but the scale of this project was over the top. She questioned if the “low income” housing units would have the same access to the amenities as the market value units.  She thought it was ludicrous that the “low income” people would have the same amenities as the market value units, and she added that it was “ridiculous” and “not right.” Mr. White answered her that “yes, everyone has equal rights.” Her response was that equal rights don’t really exist.  She asked how the developer felt about scaling back.
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DON CULA 



116 8TH STREET

His largest concern was that parking was already a challenge and the project would add issues, especially on July 4th.

MARYLIN CHIN


201 2ND STREET

Mrs. Chin wanted to know who would manage the property and how the Borough would manage the unit if it went into foreclosure.  Mr. Maley explained the checks and balances of the program.

JILL DUNKER


HOGLATE

Ms. Dunker had been a resident of Holgate for over 30 years. She loved the feel of the town and didn’t want to see Beach Haven lose its charm. She begged Council not to rush into anything that would definitely change the town forever. She was concerned with the rooftop amenities being unsafe. 

LORI ANDERSON


1001 WEST AVE.

She urged Council to hold off voting, the project was too big.  She said a lot of people who would be eligible still would not be able to afford the units.

JAMIE BAULMILLER


115 6TH STREET

Mrs. Baulmiller thought Beach Haven had something special which made people move here. There were 5 new families that she knew of that moved here because of the small town feel. She urged council to stick to the rules previous officials set to maintain the look and feel of Beach Haven. 

DEB HARKNESS


410 CORAL STREET

She wanted Council to know that she had enormous respect for them. She really thought the established height restrictions should be maintained and thought the way to do that was to eliminate the pool. 

MICHAEL PEELER


BEACH HAVEN

He was surprised that Council thought the Bank Building looked nice. He thought it looked terrible.  He said it was not Council’s job to help developers make money.

JOHN HARVEY


2ND STREET

He urged Council to pause and straighten out all the issues.

LORI ANDERSON


WEST AVE.

She asked if the building could be made smaller and if perhaps the pool could be put on the ground. She thought something else could be done other than what the developer proposed.
SCOTT CUNNINGHAM

He felt that the size should be reduced and project should be kicked back to the Land Use Board. 
Mayor Davis asked Mr. Bertussi to answer the questions and concerns of the people.  
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MR. BERTUSSI


DEVELOPER OF VICTORIA ROSE

He said that if he didn’t have to add COAH units to his project, he could have cut the project in half.  He said that the market value units would go from $500,000 to $600,000 a unit and that the COAH units would be at least $95,000 and at most $200,000. The reason for the added density 
was that he had to compensate the lost revenue of the COAH units.  The post office was also 
going to be a loss because he wasn’t able to charge market value for that rental.  He explained that the height of the building was at 38.3 feet and that only 1.9% of the building would be above 42 feet to accommodate the elevator shaft.  Once 51% of the Condos were sold the rights of the association would go to the owners of the units.  The Condo rules would be set by statute. There 
would be 43 parking spots and he would do everything he could to keep the historic feel of the town by using historically correct building material. He would meet with the HPAC to discuss 
the project and he would comply with all their requests. He was surprised the public thought the project was rushed, it was the slowest project he had done thus far.  e Hlkadgrajksjasetgte
He reassured the public that he would remediate properly and that he was legally responsible to do so. He felt that the pool was a necessity as the current market called for a pool.  All units would have to pay the same association fees as the market value units.  Councilman White asked if Mr. Bertussi would consider doing 16 units with 4 COAH.  Mr. Burtuzzi said that he would consider it.  Mr. Kakstis wanted to know if he would agree to plan the demo at a time that would not disrupt business and Mr. Burtussi agreed that he would.
Mr. Maschal and Mr. Burtussi spoke about storm management and Burtussi explained that the lot coverage would be less than it is now.
-Mrs. Dunker, Holgate

How will the condo fees work with the lower income units? How will they be able to afford it?

-Mr. Maley explained that it was “affordable, not low income.”

There was discussion that the back flow preventers would not add to any flooding issues outside the building only protects the building in the case of a flood. 
-Mrs. Tomlinson, Pearl Street

Questioned the height of the building

Mr. Pertussis said the main height of the building was at 38.9 feet height and that 1.9% of the building was over the height restriction. 98% of the building was below the height restrictions.

-Mr. Peeler, Beach Haven
How serious are you about reducing the size of the building?
Mr. Bertussi said that he could reduce the units to two units, no more. Anything above two units would not be advantageous.  He added that he was looking into reducing the units on the east and west side of the building.
-Mr. Kakstis explained to the room that Bertussi needed to go to the Land Use Board to one more time. Mayor Davis agreed and added that because of it being part of Redevelopment, the Land Use Board and Council would have a lot of control of the appearance of the project. 
-Mr. Lynch was concerned about the safety of the demolition of the building.

-Mr. Bertussi said that most of his work had been done in schools so he was familiar with strict safety rules. He said that this job would be safer than any residential construction in town. 
-Margie Stewart was extremely concerned about losing the parking around the construction site during construction and how it would affect the businesses near it. 

Mr. Bertuzzi said that parking would be blocked off for at least a week when doing the Demolition.
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-Mrs. Cona thought the control Council would have with the project being a Redevelopment project was fantastic and she was happy to hear about that.  She didn’t see the rooftop deck as a necessity and thought Bertussi should consider removing it from the project.

Nick Garafollo shared his concern about what restrictions the condo association would have as far as the pool and rooftop deck was concerned.  He referenced the concern of intoxicated young people using the area, being rowdy and creating safety issues.

Mrs. Baulmiller asked if changes could be made to the project’s plans if the Ordinance passed.
Mr. Maley explained that the plans can always be changed and that the Ordinance only set the maximum restrictions on things such as height. 
Seeing and hearing no further public comment, the floor was closed for public comment. Mr. Maschal made a motion to approve Ordinance 2018-13, seconded by Mr. Kakstis. A roll call vote was heard with five in the affirmative; none opposed, motion approved. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

BARB CONA



1001 WEST AVE.
Mrs. Cona explained that although it appeared everyone was angry but they weren’t, they just wanted to be heard and wanted to feel listened to.  She addressed the concern of transparency between Council and the public.
MICHAEL PEELER


BEACH HAVEN

He wasn’t in support of the project as it was presented.
WILLIAM BURRIS


1001 NORTH WEST AVENUE

He felt the opposition was triggered not from what was happening now but from what is to come.  Morrison’s in particular.  What Council allows now would set precedence for what wat to come. He thought all the opposition was really about the Maritime District.
APPROVAL OF BILLS $120,694.16

        (see exhibit A)
Mr. Maschal motioned to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Mr. White.  All members of Council voted in the affirmative; none opposed, motion approved. 
FINAL REMARKS BY COUNCIL
Mr. Maschal was in favor of the zoning of the project.  He felt that the developer made all the requirements needed to go to the Land Use Board.
Mr. Lynch announced the time and place of the Memorial Day Procession and Ceremony and reminded everyone how important it was to honor our fallen heroes.
Mr. Kaksis spoke of the importance of making COAH units in Beach Haven. He told a story of a single mother he knew with two children that lived in a COAH unit in another town and how much it helped her to move forward in life.  He wanted to make sure the public knew, these units were not low-income housing, they were for teachers, police officers, and employees of the businesses in our town.
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Mayor Davis wanted the public to know that she was voting in favor of The Victoria Rose Ordinance because she thought it was the right thing to do for Beach Haven. 
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Kakstis motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Lynch.  All members present were in favor.  Meeting adjourned 9:09pm.
​______________________________

______________________________
Mayor Nancy T. Davis



Sherry Mason, RMC, CMC

Borough Clerk

