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saves money

‘one pothole at a ti

Infrared asphalt truck repairs roads in minutes with fewer workers

By Tlewia Wakers
Mﬁnm

mmmn Fndnu.pnthuiajust
got faster in Franklin.
Franklin street

Since January,
crews have been using the city's first
infrared pothole patching truck.
Franklin's truck, purchased last year,
has an enormous infrared heater
that's lowered over a pothole, whers
ik honis the broken asphalc until it is
sofi and pliable,

When the asphaltis soft, craws can
fill and repair potholes in voughly 20
minutes instead of the 2-3 hours it
used to take.

Though the infraved rueks pro-
vide a tried-and-true method of re-
pairing potholes in  cold-weather
states, they've arare sight on Middle
Tennessea voads. This iz the first
truck of its kind owned by a William-
zon County city
Fivst owned by any nlt;r in the Nash-
1".HIF‘E:'ﬂi!klil'.L efficials he

ie suspect
truck's cost of more than $154,000 is
probably the reason more citles
haven't made the jump from tradi-
tional pothole p ‘; — which re-
guires as many as half a dozen work-
ers and numerous pisces of heavy
equipment and m ery — to ong

WIVWAASEHAITHEATER?COV]

and, apparently, tha”

Ti;t huﬂng -Itments an thlrinfmcd
trudl warem the uphﬂi.mmngfm
easier renuks.

REPORT POTHDLES

®now a pothole in Franklin that needs
‘o be Tilled? Call the Strests Pwll'li'l'lln%
at B15-791-3254.

mrack and half a3 many ¢rew mem-

bers,

Yetthe city's savings have already
begun stacking up. Since the truck’s
arrival in mid-January, Franklin has
saved $36,000 in manpower, equip-
ment and material costs to patch 178
potholes, said Franklin Streets Direc-
tor Joe Yorlt,

*“We intend to have (the truck) paid
I:jrdin the next year and a half,” Yorl
sald.
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Nurmbars crunchad

Franldin is reaping savings on its
potholes only because of the perais-
tence of York and Don Terry, the
city's senfor road inspecton

Terry discovered the infrared
trucks and asked York to buy one, but
York was skeptical city aldermen
would the truck a green light.

"I him, ‘Don, at (00 How
sm I geing to convince the city admin-
istrator and the finance director and
the boavd that we're going to save
mwb?b‘u?ihl thlsmwm " he

So Terry spent a year calculating

the ‘s pothole costs. Using the
availal %ahanmn nk
more than te repalr 3,672
square yards of potholes in fiscal

year 200809, By comparison, if
Franklin had an infrared truck, the
would have s $35,000 to

the same .
W:I.th the numbers in hand, ¥ork
Bot aggmu to l:.:?r the truck, which
en shipped to Heat Design
ment Ing, in Kitchener, Ontar-
ip, where It was outfitted with its in-

frarad accoutrements.

Franklin had to turn to a Canadian
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Truckresolves -po.‘thfale problems

» romuLli mom S

Y00 go up Hmth ﬂﬂ:
technology’s been in plaoa

fwrears.-__m said

" Shn January Franklir nmr

cutthaxmdwmmuaw, 2
removing ‘the broken sec- -

tion of road and then. haul-
‘ing in fresh asphalt,

*‘Ihere’a no truth’ thnt it ;

ing arecent demonstration
of the Infmred heaber in-

use, o
't'm'k 1= ophmlsnc th.is
year's. mild - winter .

will ©
mmfe\mpathulasmm ¥
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: psur bmum It:.aa mlr was

spread over the roads com-
pamd with winters past. -
“3alt, even  though' it

~melts the ice, is detrimen:
silld Lo wur aspha]‘l B Yarlc

City Departme
fm“pa!;h work during a demo I&stwaak

'kalin is preparing to .

spend ‘more to vesurface

city meamwa:leutmm

coming fiscal year.
“The city. will spend

) $21 million to e its
o roads;
" The infrared trur;.k wJJI."'
be a crucial piece of equip-

* ment as Franklin's network
-~ of 284 miles of road grows -
in the years ahead. As the
“truck helps the staff cut
dmm onpothula nmmm, _

COMmpar with
$1.7 -million last = year;

Stuckey  is proposing fo -

transfer more  than

$400,000 from the city's
general fund to help. . =

Topping ‘the  list of

sltﬁartx to. be  repaved:
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Worth  Carothers Boule-
vard from Ceol Springs
Boulévard to the city lim-
its, Galleria Boulevard,
and a pertion of South Ca-
rothers Boulevard will be
addressed, Yovk is still pri-
oritizing which - smaller
residential streets also will
be resurfaced this year

Contact Kavin Walters at
G15-771-5472 or kewalters@
TENEsEean. (o,
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