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Celebrating 45 years of excellence
in dance education

Thank You!

I hope that this Newsletter finds our APSD family well. We have all been
adjusting to our new space and things are going well. Though there is still
much to be done, classes have been going smoothly and the kids are doing
great!
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I wanted to extend a huge thank you to all of those who helped with our move.
Thank you to the parents, grandparents, students, alumni, staff, family and
friends who donated countless hours to help with the relocation. It would not
have been possible without you. Thank you also to the families who stood by
us through the move, and during an already difficult year. Thank you for your
support and encouragement throughout this season. Most of all, thank you for
sharing your children with us.
Most classes have started working on recital dances and several costumes
have already arrived. We changed the date of studio pictures to May 3-6. We
are changing the format of pictures this year and will not be doing any group
photos.
Typically, we would have our recital packet out by now. However, we are
waiting to see how things progress with the virus before deciding on how many
shows we will do, how tickets and seating will work, etc. Much of this is
dependent on capacity restrictions at the time of our performance.
We are also working on our summer programming. Thank you to those of you
who responded to the summer questionnaire sent last week. That will help us
determine what the need is for summer classes and workshops. You can look
for more information in the coming weeks on summer programs.
We are thrilled about our new chapter and have already made many memories
in our new space! As always, thank you for choosing to dance with us!
Sincerely,
Amber Megna Michalik, Owner
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Recital

CCA Uniforms

Our recital will be held on Saturday, June 19, 2021 on an outdoor
rented stage at our new studio. We are working out the logistics
with the rental company and will provide more information once
it becomes available.

As of January 11, 2021,
uniforms are required for all
Cecchetti level classes. You
can find information about
uniforms by clicking on the
dress code page of our
website.

Important Dates
Pictures
May 3-6, 2021 (regular classes will be held on Friday, May 7 and
Saturday, May 8. Please note, we will only be doing individual
photos this year ( no group photos).
Last Day of Regular Classes
Tuesday, June 15 (tentative and could change based on studio
rehearsal needs)
Studio Rehearsals
Wednesday, June 16 and Thursday, June 17
Students are required to attend all scheduled rehearsals (no
costumes)
Dress Rehearsal
Friday, June 18
Students are required to attend dress rehearsal (with costumes)

Corps Dancewear
Cecchetti uniforms are
available from Corps
Dancewear. Please be sure
to read the instructions on
how to order using the
APSD discount code prior to
placing your order.

Costumes
Costume forms were due in
February. No late orders will
be accepted.

Performances
Saturday, June 19
Times to be announced

What's New-At a Glance
-Please be sure you have read and understand the APSD COVID-19 Response plan. This plan
is available on the studio website.
-Uniforms are required as of January 11th.
-CCA exams have been postponed until June, 30th
-Recital picture week has moved to May 3-6.
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YAGP
Wishing our students who are attending the Youth America Grand Prix in Chicago this month the
best of luck!

Ava Borngesser, Molly Wittwer, Sabrina Sierens

Macomb Ballet Company
Upcoming Dates
Sleeping Beauty
Sunday, June 20

Ballet Boot Camp
August 24-26

Audition 1
August 26

Audition 2
September 1

Sleeping Beauty
The Macomb Ballet Company begins rehearsals
for Sleeping Beauty this month. Performances
will be held on Sunday, June 20th on an outdoor
stage. Ticket information will be available in the
coming months. Visit www.macombballet.org for
more details.
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CCA Ballet Intensive and Exams
We will be holding a CCA Ballet Intensive on June 21-24 and 28-29 for Grades I-IV. Each level will have one, one and a
half hour class per day. Classes will be held during the day. CCA ballet exams will be held on Wednesday, June 30th.
This workshop is intended for students who are on track to examine in June. Students will need teacher permission to
register for this workshop. We will have more information about this intensive this month. There will be no exams this
season for Grades V & up.
APSD uses the Cecchetti method of ballet as a teaching tool for serious students. This method consists of Primaries I, II, III
and Grades I-Diploma. Please note that we will not be sending any primary students to examine this year.
Students are often recommended for an exam class after several years of study. In graded classes, most students become
eligible to take a ballet exam when they have been in the class twice a week for two or more years. In an exam class,
students master and perfect the syllabus of the grade. Often students think that they are ready to take an exam when they
“know the combinations, the terminology, or have been in the grade for one or more years.” In reality, that is only the
beginning.
Generally speaking, for Grade I and up, students should take a minimum of two ballet lessons per week in the level they
wish to test. In an effort to provide the student with the greatest opportunity to succeed in the exam, we ask that those
students interested in examining in Grade I or above attend two classes. This gives the students a chance to master and
perfect the syllabus of the grade. The students should have excellent attendance, and practice and study regularly at home.
A student should not attempt to take an exam unless he or she is willing to make this commitment.
Talented, hardworking dancers usually spend two years in preparation for each exam. On rare occasions an individual will
go through one level in a year. Please remember that this method is used to ensure the systematic development of a
dancer on an individual basis. Some students start out slowly and speed up. Some students start out quickly and slow
down. Individuals mature and grasp concepts at different times.
No student is required to take a ballet exam. Some dancers elect not to test and study for years without taking exams. It is
possible to progress to the next level without taking an exam if the student has mastered all of the necessary technique to
advance to the next level. However, a student may not advance without the teacher’s permission. If a student is interested
in testing, they should: notify their teacher of their desire to test, begin attending two classes a week of the level in which
they would like to test and purchase a grade book with steps and terminology from the front desk. The student must get the
approval of their teacher before they are eligible to take an exam. Please respect the judgment of your teacher and accept
her decision.
Students that are interested in testing work diligently on the grade for months while they are observed by the teacher.
Usually, a few weeks before the exam, the Cecchetti teachers meet and decide who is prepared to test, based on their
understanding of the material and ability to execute the steps properly with the required technique and quality of
movement.
There are several benefits of taking an exam. Exams offer students an opportunity to demonstrate their technical ability and
understanding of the material. Each level provides attainable goals that build self-confidence in their developmental
progress and successful achievements. They receive beneficial comments and corrections from CCA examiners. Most
importantly, exam preparation motivates the dancer as they are driven by the desire to master the syllabus. As a result, they
develop a higher level of discipline and their technique is greatly improved. For these reasons, it is recommended that
students try to take an exam. In the end, if they have not yet mastered the required technique, they still will have improved
significantly.
Please remember that the Cecchetti method is used to ensure the systematic development of a dancer on an individual
basis. No two students are alike! It is our goal to provide all of our dancers with a solid foundation through the focus of
proper technique.
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Summer Save the Date
APSD is working diligently on summer training programs, classes and
workshops. We are committed to providing safe, in person training this
summer. Below are some of the events we have planned. Please note
these dates are subject to change. More information will follow in the
coming weeks.

Dates to Remember
Cecchetti Intensive
June 21-24, 28-29
Cecchett Exams Grades I-IV
June 30
Advanced Ballet/Contemporary Mini Workshop
June 21-23
Summer Session I
June 21-July 17
Beginning Pointe Workshop
July TBD
Summer Session II
July 19-August 14
Fairy Tale Dance Days
June 23, July 14, August 11
Masters Week
August 16-20
Ballet Boot Camp
August 24-26
Grand Prix Intensive
August 30-September 1

Dates to Remember (subject to change)
April 2- 10
May 3-6
May 31
June 15
June 16-17
June 18
June 19

Spring Break
Studio Pictures
No Class, Memorial Day
Last Day of Classes
Studio Rehearsals
Dress Rehearsal
Recital
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