www.texaslawyer

com

MAY 28, 2007 = VOL. 23 » NO. 12 » $9.00 = TWO SECTIONS

_ALM

Vero SousHT For BiLL Appressing GHANGE i GoLLATERAL Source RuULE
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bill that allows plaintiffs in personal-injury

suits to recover the difference between the
medical expenses they incurred and the
amount their insurers paid faced little oppo-
sition in the Texas Legislature, but at least

two groups are urging Gov. Rick Perry to veto it.
Passed on a 139-0 vote in the House and a 28-2
vote in the Senate, H.B. 3281 addresses a contro-
versy that has been brewing since the Legislature
passed major tort reforms in 2003. The controversy

elimination of the long-standing collateral source
rule. . :

H.B. 4, the 2003 tort reform measure, provided
a new §41.0105 in the Texas Civil Practice & Rem-
edies Code, which reads: “In addition to any other
limitation under law, recovery of medical or health
care expenses incurred is limited to the amount
actually paid or incurred by or on behalf of the
claimant.”

Jay Harvey, president of the Texas Trial hmﬂ%mwm
Association and a partner in Austin’s Winckler &

ficulty understanding what this limitation means
and how to apply it.

Harvey says H.B. 3281 clarifies that the Legisla-
ture did not intend for H.B. 4 to*impose limitations
on economic damages in suits other than those for
medical malpractice or health care liability. H.B.
3281 specifically provides that the fimitation in
§41.0105 applies only to a health care liability claim
and does not apply to a claim for future medical or
health care expenses.

Bill Hammond, president of the Texas Associa-

Harvey, says courts across the state have had dif- b
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ocke Liddell & Sapp, based in Houston
and Dallas, and Chicago-based Lord,
Bissell & Brook have agreed to merge.
They will form a 700lawyer firm named
Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell.

Jerry Clements, the Austin-based managing
partner of Locke Liddell, says the firms signed a
preliminary term. sheet on May 22. The merger
must be approved by at least 75 percent of the
partners in each firm at votes set for mid-July and
is expected to close by Aug. 1.

- Clements will head a ninemember executive
committee that will also include a vice chairman
and three other representatives from each firm.

- The firm’'s headquarters hasn't been decided, Cle-
ments says, although she notes it may be Austin,
because that’s where she lives.

Lawrence Gray, the Chicago-based managing

- partner of Lord, Bissell, says the merger makes
sense because “together we will both have much
greater breadth and depth for our clients.”

- Clements says, “This represents a beginning of
anew era for Texas law firms. To my knowledge,
this is the first time a large Texas firm merges with
alaw firm from outside Texas with offices outside
the United States.”

Locke Liddell is the larger firm with 399
lawyers, but Lord, Bissell, which has about 300

ww see Locke, page 271

centers on whether the sweeping reforms included see In Austin, page 4
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‘a MySpace.com page
2006, he wanted a way
_ to provide cEEm.noBL :
ing musicians basic
- information about the
, wmmBEmm of music contracts. ,
~ But Cross says that as he mnaEH.mm
“friends” on his MySpace page, he real-
ized the Internet social networking site
is a great marketing tool for his firm,
Les Cross & Associates, and a way
_to stay in contact with his <mmmvoum,,,
musician clients. ; :
“It’s been really good,” says Cross,
a graduate of South Texas College of
Law in Houston. -
~ Cross, who opened his entertain-
ment firm in 1997 and noﬁbﬁw Paul Wall
and mboov Dogg among his clients, says
‘he has landed a few clients through
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