
What is the Civil Conversations Project?
The Civil Conversations Project is an extention of the “On Being” radio broadcast and podcast 
series created by Krista Tippet and team.  Using over a decade of recorded conversations, the 
team provides a library of resources for local conversations between neighbors, members of 
congregations and groups.  In Ms. Tippet’s words, the purpose of a Civil Conversation “is finding 
a way to approach the questions we don’t know how to ask each other. It is about moving past 
the paradigm of tolerance, which does not ask us to engage, to understand, to be curious, to 
[be] open, to be moved or surprised by each other. And it is about having eyes to see and ears 
to hear as a critical discipline for the 21st century.”

Interfaith Philadelphia is providing facilitator training, resources and guidance to enable groups 
to use the Civil Conversations format locally.  

Recently several members of our Interfaith Action Community have been trained as facilitators 
for this effort because we think this will help us extend our IAC mission, go “deeper” and “wider” 
in our interfaith friendships and enable communications beyond our usual set of opinions, ideas, 
beliefs.  We welcome all our congregations and groups to also hold their own Civil 
Conversations.  

“In order for us to achieve a healthy participatory democracy, and in order for us to recover the 
sense of our common humanity that must lie at the core of our civic life, we have to understand 
each other with greater depth and speak to each other with greater care.” 
— Lucas Johnson

(Lucas Johnson is the new Executive Director of the Civil Conversations Project.  Lucas was for 6 
years a leader in the U.S. community of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR), the 
world’s oldest interfaith peace organization, for 6 years, based in Atlanta and focused on the Southeast 
and mid-Atlantic.) 

https://onbeing.org/civil-conversations-project/
https://onbeing.org/about/
https://onbeing.org/about/krista-tippett/
https://www.interfaithphiladelphia.org/
http://www.bethisraelpa.org/interfaithactioncommunity

