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Celebrating God
According to the National Day Calendar, there are 125 holidays
in September. For example, September 22 is National Ice Cream
Cone Day. I like a whole day for celebrating ice cream, and will undoubtedly enjoy a triple-scoop cone! September 22 has eight other
holidays, including National White Chocolate Day. That’s a second
good reason to celebrate on that day. The October calendar has 185
national day holidays—the most of the 12 months. We are sure to
find plenty to celebrate in October. And not to be left out, November
has the third most with 111. Seems the fall months are the favorites
for celebrating.
But over and above all 421 reasons to celebrate something or
someone during the fall is the one best celebration—celebrating
God. Yes, we not only can celebrate God but we are called to celebrate God. There is no one, no thing, no event, and no time or
season more worthy of our celebration than God. Every day of every
year is a day for celebrating Him.
It seems fairly clear that a good way to celebrate National Ice
Cream Cone Day is by eating an ice cream cone. But how do we
celebrate God?
Thanking and praising God for His acts of grace and mercy for
us are two good ways to start. People in Scripture help us know
how. Consider Miriam’s example as she led the people in celebrating
God for saving them from the Egyptian army at the Red Sea (Exodus
15:20-21). Turn to 1 Samuel 2 and study Hannah’s prayer of thanks
in verses 1-10 to see how our prayer can be our means for celebrating
God. David danced to celebrate God when the ark came into Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6:12-19). Mary sang a song to praise God. We can
read her song in Luke 1:46-51 and let it help us to celebrate God and
also to declare His power and blessing for all people. And we can fol-
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low the example of the apostle Paul, who thanked God for believers
who encouraged and equipped him for his ministry (Philippians 1:36). All these examples guide us in celebrating God and help prepare
us for the celebration to come in Heaven when we join with all the
saints who have gone before us in giving glory, honor, and praise to
the Lamb of God and celebrating Him forever.
Turn the page to begin a quarter of daily Scripture readings, devotional insights, and encouragement. May your love for God grow as
you celebrate Him and learn more about Him each day through this
devotional guide.
Scott Stewart, Editor
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When Evil Pursues
The Israelites went through the sea on dry ground. . . .
The Egyptians pursued them (Exodus 14:22-23).
Scripture: Exodus 14:21-31
Song: “Awesome Power”
My mother once made a late-night stop at a gas station. As
she reentered her vehicle, she set her purse aside and pulled out.
Within a block, she felt something or someone grip her hair. Her
heart leaped to her throat as she pulled over. Slowly she reached
back to the taut chunk of strands . . . and found them caught in the
window she had just rolled up! If only evil were always so simply
eliminated.
With chariots and horses thundering behind them, the Israelites, terrorized with fear of death or re-enslavement, fled across the
sea floor. But only one would be shackled that night. God seized
Pharaoh’s evil heart for His own use and hardened it further. The
vicious ruler became the very tool God used to push the Israelites
across to freedom and lead the Egyptians into their grave.
As Christians, evil will pursue us—our marriages, our churches,
even our integrity—but we know that our God is greater. His
power is just as present in our lives as it was in the Israelites’ lives.
Put your trust in Him and pursue the victory He wants to bring.

Father, help me trust in Your power when evil pursues me. In Jesus’ name, amen.
September 1–5. Shannon Baldridge teaches Bible studies at her church and in her Atlanta-area
community, where she resides with her husband, two daughters, and four-legged running partner.
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Serving Fearlessly
Praise be to the Lord . . . because he has come . . . to rescue
us . . . and to enable us to serve him without fear (Luke 1:68, 74).
Scripture: Luke 1:67-75
Song: “Soldiers of Christ, Arise”
When American troops and Filipino guerilla fighters snuck behind enemy lines and ambushed the World War II Japanese prison
camp in Cabanatuan City, they wiped out all the guards. But the
American troops still had to coax the frail, skeptical captives to
leave the camp. The prisoners were not sure they were actually
being rescued.
Zechariah prophesied of a different “Great Raid,” proclaiming
that our rescuer would boldly come into hostile territory to seek us
out. In fulfillment of the promises of long ago, we would be taken
from the enemy and redeemed in His name. We would be restored
whole so that we could serve fearlessly in the capacity God created
for each of us.
For you and me, the rescuer has already arrived. He is here, hand
extended, inviting us out of our prison and into His strength, wrapping us in the warm cloak of His grace. No matter the pain of our
past or missteps that lie ahead, we have been set free from it all.
Spiritual death is no longer an option if only we take hold of Him.
The enemy has already been defeated. So let us leave behind our
shame and insecurities and join the ranks of His army, stepping out
each day in thankful service to our Lord.

Father, enable me to serve You boldly each day. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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The Death of Death
“Death has been swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians
15:54).
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:51-58
Song: “Victory in Jesus”
There it is again—another fresh, leafy shoot stretching a few
inches above the grass. Five years ago I had a large crepe myrtle
tree removed from my yard. It was beautiful, but it crowded our
front walkway. Despite the work crew’s ripping it from the ground
and tilling up the root system, that crepe myrtle is still alive and
well. It proudly reminds me so every summer!
When our lives are rooted in the blood of Jesus, we can count
on having our own defiant celebration of life one day. At the last
trumpet, we will witness the death of death. The law of sin that
once shackled us to our graves will be shattered, and we will rise
reconfigured with all our brothers and sisters for a life with our
Lord in Heaven. What a magnificent day it will be to participate in
this mysterious truth’s unfolding!
Jesus’ victory over the tomb is for us. And the weight of that
victory brings perspective, purpose, and freedom to our lives today. No matter the adversity or guilt we face, we are enabled to
stretch above the daily grave we deserve and live unhindered lives
reflective of the gift we have received. So each day let’s celebrate
together death’s defeat, and live in the victory we have. In this way
we can help a hurting world that needs to know our Savior lives.

Father, may I live out Your gift of life triumphantly each day. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Bringing the Fight
“The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his name” (Exodus 15:3).
Scripture: Exodus 15:1-10
Song: “The Battle Belongs to the Lord”
Bears rarely charge people, but Bridger Petrini saw trouble when
he spotted the pinned ears of a 400-pound bear barreling toward
him and his family just downhill. He fired his handgun, but the bear
was undeterred and tackled him, tearing at his legs. Bridger battled
back with adrenaline-fueled kicks. Even as he was tossed about,
his hyper-focused eyes tracked for another shot. He fired—another
stinger. Then a misfire. Unwilling to submit, and with the bear’s
jaws locked around his leg, Bridger fired again . . . and the beast
finally collapsed.
Our Heavenly Father is a fighter. We might not think of Him
that way often. After all, it is His gentle and merciful love that has
drawn us to Him. He is patient in His long-suffering hope that all
would call Him Lord. And our experience with His Spirit is that of
a peace-giving nurturer. Because this is our relationship with the
Father, we easily forget the measures He is willing to take against
those who seek to do us harm. But make note, there is nothing
passive about our God.
The precision of the punishment He dealt the Egyptians was the
sign of a proficient and mighty warrior. His victory was fierce. With
that same passion, He fights for us today. So in the moments we
feel beaten and think God is distant, we can trust that He is merely
winding up a forceful blow to deliver to our enemies.
Father, thank You for fighting for me. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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A Joy That Moves
Miriam . . . took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women
followed her with timbrels and dancing (Exodus 15:20).
Scripture: Exodus 15:11-21
Song: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
Texas A&M led by six with 1:12 left in the game. With the crowd
on their feet, Oklahoma launched a pass downfield. I held my breath
and sank to my seat as the ball spiraled away. In that slow-motion
moment, I watched as thousands of feet simultaneously floated off
the bleachers and landed in real time with deafening cheers. An
A&M safety had pulled down the interception, sealing the 2002
win as the Aggies’ first victory over a number-one ranked team.
Victory is joyful. The Israelites could not help but celebrate their
God’s massive win. Their joy moved them to memorialize the historical night in song, in hope that no future generation would ever
forget its significance. Their joy moved them to confidently sing of
His great power over all their enemies. Their joy moved them to
parade, dance, and worship. Their joy moved them.
There is no greater source of joy than our victory in Jesus. Our
joy can be raucous or reverent, but it should always move us. Move
us to worship and serve. Move us through trials. Move us to record
His power at work in our lives. Move us to tell others of His great
love. Let us be mindfully joyful, meditating on all His great works,
so that joy may power us forward in our faith journey.

Father, may I always respond to Your victories with a dynamic joy. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
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The Most Treasured Gift
David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might
before the Lord, with castanets, harps, lyres, timbrels, sistrums and cymbals (2 Samuel 6:5).
Scripture: 2 Samuel 6:1-5
Song: “Blessed Assurance”
When my daughter was young, she tried to mail my wedding
ring to my sister in Japan. For weeks I searched for this treasured
symbol of my husband’s covenantal love for me. Imagine my joy
and relief when I found the ring tucked inside a suspiciously heavy
envelope in my daughter’s room. Of course, had I not made that
discovery that day, I know my marriage would’ve remained.
Ancient Israel experienced a similar elation. In a devastating
defeat, the Philistines had captured the ark of the covenant. This
sacred treasure had been with God’s people since the time of Moses
and had accompanied them into the promised land. Without it,
Israel’s circumstances felt bleak, as if God himself had abandoned
them. Once the national treasure was returned, their confidence
and hope surged with the assurance that God was with them once
again.
Because of Christ’s death and resurrection, we have an even
more precious gift. Through faith we receive the presence of God,
living within. Not even a powerful army can snatch Him away.

Father, thank You for Your faithful presence and love. Help me cherish You even
more than the Israelites did the sacred ark. In Jesus’ name, amen.
September 6–12. Jennifer Slattery is a novelist, speaker, Bible teacher, and ministry leader. She’s
passionate about helping others grow in Christ and find freedom in Him.
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Our Prevailing Light
A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this was
called the Holy Place (Hebrews 9:2).
Scripture: Hebrews 9:1-7
Song: “Let There Be Light”
Years ago my daughter and I found ourselves deep in a cave with
a male guide whom I, momentarily, feared. I felt nervous when we
began our tour and no one else joined with us. My anxiety rose
considerably when he turned off our only source of light. Without it, we were blind and unable to find our way out. Though he
turned his light back on, I was struck by this tangible reminder of
life without Christ.
Scripture tells us that Jesus is the light of the world and my only
hope for salvation. Without Him, I was spiritually blind and living
in darkness. The rules and regulations of the “first covenant” (Hebrews 9:1) continually reminded God’s people of this truth. The
consecrated bread symbolized the bread of life, the ark of God His
mercy and grace, and the lampstand revealed Christ’s light. Thanks
to His death and resurrection, His light now blazes, inextinguishable, in the hearts of believers.
No matter how dark our circumstances, through faith we have
the light of Christ within. Darkness—be it sickness or job loss or
chaos or death—has not, and cannot, overcome His light.

Father, I praise You for the light and life You’ve shined into my soul, and for freeing
me from darkness. When difficulties come, help me not only to walk confidently in
Your light but also to display it clearly so that all may see. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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God’s Holiness
Then David was angry because the Lord’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah (2 Samuel 6:8).
Scripture: 2 Samuel 6:6-11
Song: “Holy, Holy, Holy”
In a burst of power, I terrified my daughter—and potentially
saved her life. We were hiking down the Grand Canyon on a steep
dirt path without guardrails. She was eight years old—and feeling
invincible. Not understanding the danger a single slip could cause,
she found my protective grasp confining and jerked away. In fear
I yelled, grabbed her arm, and marched her back to the top of the
rim, safe though shaken.
When ancient Israel first brought back the ark of the covenant,
God displayed a similar flare of anger. The people transporting this
sacred box had treated it carelessly, failing to follow God’s command in Numbers 4:15. As a result, a man died and David became
angry. Perhaps he thought God was too harsh, but God’s response
served as protection for His people, extending for generations. He
knew the danger they faced, should sin, deception, and irreverence
taint their worship. In love He preserved His holiness.
I used to think God’s commands were unnecessarily restrictive,
but the more I recognize my propensity toward sin, the more I celebrate His loving boundaries. He alone guards our lives, and that’s
cause for gratitude and praise.
Father, thank You for establishing healthy rules for living, and thank You for making
Your ways clear to me. Help me to follow, fully, all that You’ve commanded. And
when I stumble and sin, thank You for the gift of grace I have in Christ. In Jesus’
name, amen.
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Unashamed Praise
I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the
house of the Lord” (Psalm 122:1).
Scripture: Psalm 122
Song: “O Come to the Altar”
The year 2006 was one of constant upheaval for my family. We
relocated three times and still were not settled. During this painful period, I craved connection with others who shared my faith. I
longed for a church home. Many times I felt alone.
I wonder if the ancient Israelites ever felt similar and if perhaps today’s passage, which scholars say told of a pilgrimage to
the temple, reveals their longing for God. Each year God’s people
journeyed to Jerusalem to celebrate three Jewish holidays: Passover, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Tabernacles. Each of
these events proclaimed God’s faithfulness and symbolized Jesus,
the promised Messiah. They pointed to the day when people would
no longer have to travel such distances to encounter God. Rather,
He would come to us and make each believer His temple.
I will always enjoy the depth of worship I experience while
standing in a sanctuary surrounded by my brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers in Christ. I know my heart and soul desperately
needs to connect with those walking the same journey. But I also
know that wherever I am and wherever I go, Christ my Savior goes
with me. I don’t have to travel to find Him, for through faith He
dwells within me.
Father, thank You for fulfilling Your promise, for coming to us, and for residing within
me. When I feel alone, remind me of Your sure and steady presence. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
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Eternity’s Coming
The Lord swore an oath to David, a sure oath he will not
revoke: “One of your own descendants I will place on your
throne” (Psalm 132:11).
Scripture: Psalm 132:1-12
Song: “Yes and Amen”
As a young adult, I didn’t always honor my commitments. I
would break engagements and change plans when they became
inconvenient. As a result, people held little faith in even my most
fervent assurances. How could I accurately reflect a God who always keeps His promises if I failed to keep mine?
Today’s passage reminds us of God’s eternal faithfulness. He
always does as He says, and His every plan will come to pass.
Throughout Scripture, from the beginning of time, God promised
to send His Son, the King of kings and Savior of all mankind. The
Messiah would reign with peace, righteousness, and authority—
and His sovereignty would never end. This truth, and God’s trustworthiness, carried King David through many difficult times. He
could face afflictions with confidence, knowing God would continue his kingly line. And God did, through Christ.
Prior to ascending to Heaven, Jesus made a similar promise to us.
He said He was going to prepare a place for us and would return
to bring us home. No matter what we face, we can celebrate this
truth: Jesus is coming back. He promised this, and in His faithfulness, He will bring His every word to pass.
Father, I praise You and celebrate Your faithfulness to fulfill every promise in Scripture. I will wait, in confidence, for that day when You come to take me home. In Jesus’
name, amen.
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God Wins
The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were
loud voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever” (Revelation 11:15).
Scripture: Revelation 11:15-19
Song: “Way Maker”
I felt smacked by darkness only moments after praising God for
His light. Earlier, at a packed women’s conference, I’d sensed God’s
presence so clearly and watched attendees gain increased freedom
from all that bound them. But while leaving, a friend asked me to
pray for a situation that turned my stomach. Though evil appeared
to be winning in that instance, I held tight to God’s promise that
His light would prevail.
John, the author of Revelation, understood darkness. He wrote
the book during a seemingly hopeless time. God’s people were suffering persecution, and the Romans had banished John to an island,
isolated from his faith community. While there, he received a vision
of an epic battle—one in which, for a time, evil appears to prevail.
But God triumphs and ushers in His kingdom reign, banishing for
good all that maims and destroys.
No matter how bleak our circumstances today, we know that
one day Christ will trample Satan and make all things right. In the
meantime, we advance with truth knowing that we, along with all
God’s children, are destined for victory.
Father, You are always faithful to keep Your promises, and I know You reign supreme. Give me boldness to share Your truth and light in this darkened world while I
wait for Your kingdom reign. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Unashamed
Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing before the
Lord with all his might (2 Samuel 6:14).
Scripture: 2 Samuel 6:12-19
Song: “Steal My Show”
Sometimes I turn heads during worship service—and not in
a good way. Because I’m tone deaf, I often throw others off-key.
Knowing this, I’m apt to feel insecure. When tempted to suppress
my unmelodious voice, I intentionally shift my focus onto Christ
and the cross of freedom. Overwhelmed by gratitude for who He
is and all He’s done, I soon lose myself in rejoicing. As my praise
increases, my self-obsession decreases.
When Israel brought the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem, King
David was overjoyed. They’d tried to bring this sacred chest home
previously but, in disobedience, had failed. This time, however, they
were careful to follow God’s commands. Once they realized the success of their second attempt, they filled the streets with music and
dancing. Impervious to the perceptions of others, David traded his
royal garb for a priestly ephod and led the way, celebrating the return
of this long-cherished symbol of God’s presence and provision.
May we worship with such unashamed love and lose ourselves
in Christ, the one who died for us. We honor Christ with every
melodious (or discordant!) chord we belt out, and He is the only
one we’re to please. As we proclaim, through song or speech, the
greatness of Christ, He empties us of everything unsightly and fills
us with joy.
Father, help me to praise You without shame or hesitation, for You are worthy of all
honor and glory. I surrender my heart and my voice to You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Expect the Unexpected
The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom (Isaiah 35:1).
Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-6
Song: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
When I was a child, my mother insisted on taking me to the
symphony. I fought her the whole week, but that Saturday I was
in my seat for the performance. The next two hours were breathtaking. I am not sure exactly what I was expecting, but it wasn’t a
stage filled with musicians playing such dynamic music on so many
different instruments. My heart was captured.
The prophet Isaiah understood that God works in unexpected
ways. The imagery of a desert wilderness bursting into bloom
shows that God plays by His own rules. Even when things seem
impossible to us, God can work miracles in the hearts of His fearful people. Here we find foreshadowing of the unexpected activity
of Jesus—who came to minister to the hearts of those living in a
spiritual wilderness by opening eyes, unstopping ears, and healing
the lame.
Into what “wilderness” do you need God to bring life? Don’t
resign yourself to the idea that things can’t be changed. God can
work in our lives in unexpected, surprising ways! If we will invite
Him, He will bring healing into our broken places and peace to our
souls.
Father, surprise my heart with Your unexpected mercy and bring healing to my broken places. In Jesus’ name, amen.
September 13–19. Mark Williams is a pastor and college math professor who lives with his wife
and seven children near York, Pennsylvania.

16

29321-Devotions Pocket Edition-BODY.indd 16

Silent.Mo.Fall.21.indd 16

7/31/20 5:31 P

5/19/21 9:34 AM

Septem ber 14

Faith Is an Action Verb
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth
(Psalm 96:1).
Scripture: Psalm 96
Song: “Onward, Christian Soldiers!”
One day during school lunch, a childhood friend bragged that
he was good at sports. When he came out to the park another day
to play football, we learned he couldn’t throw or catch the ball or
run fast enough to keep up. As it turns out, he had the idea that he
would be good at sports on a field because he was good at sports
on video games!
Living out our faith in God is a series of actions, not just a set
of ideas. Today’s psalm is filled with action verbs: sing, praise, proclaim, declare, ascribe, worship, tremble, and say. God’s people are
to do all these because God is great and worthy of our doing them
all from the heart. We join all creation in the action of worship. The
heavens, earth, seas, fields, forests, and all creation rejoice because
of the Lord (Psalm 96:11-13).
We are not called to sit on the sidelines of worship and simply
rest in what we know to be true. What we know in our heads must
gain strength for expression from our hearts, so that the way we
live each day is a song of praise to God. Our relationship with Him
is renewed each day. That’s reason to respond to the great things
He has done in our lives.

Father, help me to sing praise and glory to You today in the way I live before You and
before others. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Learning to Trust
You who fear him, trust in the Lord—he is their help and
shield (Psalm 115:11).
Scripture: Psalm 115:1-3, 9-18
Song: “Standing on the Promises”
The trust fall has become popular for leadership training and team
building. The idea is simple: cross your arms, close your eyes, and
fall backward trusting your teammates to catch you. The exercise
is designed to build trust and help the team work better together.
The nation of Israel had been implored for centuries to learn to
place their trust in God. He had shown them consistently that He is
the living God and not a lifeless idol. From the Red Sea to the promised land, God had fought for and protected them. Their response
should be simple: trust. From the highest leaders to the common
people, the nation was called to trust in God. God’s response to
that trust would be simple as well: blessings. As the people placed
their trust in God, His favor would be on them all and the nation
would flourish.
This call is the same for us today. In a world of material idols,
God stands alone as the one who can bring true fulfillment and
meaning to our lives. We have to make the deliberate choice to
trust Him with our entire lives, even to the smallest detail. When
we do this, we can trust Him to care for us and to bring His blessing
into our lives.

Father, as You give me the courage to place my complete trust in You, let Your blessings come to me and to the people I love. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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The Painful Truth
“Teacher,” [the man] declared, “all these [commands] I
have kept since I was a boy” (Mark 10:20).
Scripture: Mark 10:17-22
Song: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
My youngest daughter is somewhat of a track star, or at least we
thought she was. After she easily placed first at the local and state
levels in the 100m and 200m races, we took her to compete at the
regional level. To our surprise and her dismay, she finished 17th out
of 24 racers in the 100m. She was upset, but this experience has
motivated her to work harder to improve her form and get faster.
The rich young man was confident in his own righteousness.
He asked a question for which he was sure he already knew the
answer. Playing along, Jesus affirmed the man’s faithful adherence
to the rules, but Jesus exposed something deeper going on in the
process. Jesus showed him that living a faithful life for God required
more than just following all the rules; it required loving and caring
for others with his whole heart.
It’s human nature to compare ourselves to others and see where
we stack up. But when we compare our righteousness with Jesus,
the sinless Son of God, we realize that we actually fall far short in so
many ways. God uses these experiences to open our eyes to ways
that we can be more faithful and obedient to His commands.

Father, as much as it may hurt, examine my heart and show me areas where I need
to repent and make changes to honor You more fully with my life. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
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Upside Down
“Whoever wants to become great among you must be
your servant” (Mark 10:43).
Scripture: Mark 10:42-45
Song: “Seek Ye First”
Golf is an interesting sport not only because it is so hard but also
because of the way score is kept as play progresses. Unlike most
other sports, the point of golf is to actually have the lowest score
(without going insane with frustration in order to win the round).
As a child, this was so confusing to me because in all other sports,
the highest score won. The way of golf seemed illogical.
The leadership model of Jesus stands in stark contrast with that
of the Romans, where kings and generals ruled the world. The disciples had not yet come to understand how leadership worked in
God’s economy. It must have seemed ridiculous and illogical to the
disciples to hear Jesus say that leadership in the kingdom of God
would be “upside down”: the last would be first and those who
desired to be in power would need to become the servants of all.
Experience in the days to come would teach the disciples exactly
what Jesus meant.
The leadership structure of the world hasn’t changed much in
2,000 years, and the call of Jesus remains the same too. The church
is called to be a countercultural community where the people of
God choose to be loving servants bringing the hope of Christ to a
world in great need.

Father, help me to be a loving servant of my community and my family—seeking not
to be most important but to help others see their worth in You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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The Favor of God
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose
hope is in the Lord their God (Psalm 146:5).
Scripture: Psalm 146
Song: “My Jesus, I Love Thee”
I have heard the saying, “The only thing certain in life is
death and taxes,” throughout my adult life. I have also come to
think this is true for the world in which we live. But the rest
of life often seems unpredictable. Each day is a journey of its
own. We often hate uncertainty and try to be in control of our
lives—usually by our own strength.
The psalmist sings that it is foolish to place our hope in human
beings but “blessed” are those whose hope is in the Lord God
(Psalm 146:3, 5). A person who is blessed is one on whom God’s
favor rests—a beautiful idea for our days. Some misinterpret God’s
favor as material blessings, obedient successful children, or financial security. But these ways of thinking sell God’s power short. He
desires to bless us with His presence, with peace that passes human
understanding, and with the ability to trust His hand no matter
what comes our way.
As followers of Jesus, we eventually come to some understanding that God is truly in control and we are not. It is both foolish
and pointless to try to navigate our journey on our own. Let us
surrender our desire to control our own lives and yield to His leadership today.

Father, I acknowledge today that You are God and I am not. I surrender my life to
You and trust You to lead. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Just One Wish
“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see” (Mark 10:51).
Scripture: Mark 10:46-52
Song: “I Must Tell Jesus”
The classic story of the genie in a bottle is so intriguing. Once
freed, the genie grants the finder of the bottle three wishes. That
person can wish for unimaginable riches, power, and for their wildest dreams to come true. What if a person could ask God to fulfill
one wish? For what should that person ask?
Blind Bartimaeus had possibly been begging on the side of the
road since he was a child. Hearing Jesus pass by, Bartimaeus made
the first move toward Jesus by shouting out to Him for mercy, even
though the crowd berated Bartimaeus for his initiative. But confidently, he shouted all the louder. Then Jesus responded, giving
a command (to which Bartimaeus responded) and then asking a
question. Bartimaeus didn’t have to think about his answer. His
faith in Jesus was as obvious as was his need to see.
What are you asking God for? Thankfully, God is not like the
genie in the bottle with only a limited amount of power for a certain number of wishes. God loves us and desires for us to bring our
needs to Him each day in prayer. Go to Him in bold faith!

Father, knowing You are the great physician, I ask you to bring healing in my life
today in my area of greatest need. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Fully Invested
“If you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out
of all nations you will be my treasured possession” (Exodus
19:5).
Scripture: Exodus 19:1-8
Song: “Covenant Keeper”
Newlyweds may have a mental picture of what their lives together will look like—but in reality, they have no idea what the
future holds. All sorts of changes can crop up and test their commitment. How encouraging it can be to see a couple adapt to challenges while remaining fully invested in their promise to love and
honor each other until death.
God brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt to set them
apart as His special people. He asked them to commit to His covenant before He laid out the details and requirements. The Israelites’
obedience would ensure their own well-being and also bless the
nations, pointing the way to relationship with God.
When we choose to follow Christ, we don’t know ahead of time
all the trials our future holds. But He has promised to be faithful
to us in all circumstances. And the knowledge that our obedience
opens the door to even more of His blessings encourages us to be
fully invested in our commitment to Him.

Father, help me respond to Your unconditional love and faithfulness with unwavering
trust and obedience. In Jesus’ name, amen.
September 20–26. Dianne Neal Matthews lives in Louisiana with her husband of 47 years. In
between trips to visit their scattered children and grandchildren, she enjoys cooking, DIY projects,
and serving her local church.
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First Place
“You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3).
Scripture: Exodus 20:1-6
Song: “I Give You My Heart”
People often told my friend how lucky she was. Her husband
bought her lavish gifts, took her to expensive restaurants, and
treated her like a queen. That’s why her words shocked me when
she broke down one day and confided the true nature of their relationship. At home, she and her husband had little conversation.
He spent his time watching television, making business calls, and
planning his next fishing trip with buddies. Although he played
the role of a doting husband in public, his wife felt like the least
important part of his life.
An outward show of affection and love means nothing if it’s not
backed up with corresponding actions day to day. In the Old Testament, God commanded His people not to worship physical idols;
He also warned about the dangers of going through the motions of
religious observances without loving and worshipping Him from
the heart. In the New Testament, Jesus equated love for God with
obeying His commands and seeking Him above all else (Matthew
6:33; 13:44-46).
God wants more than verbal expressions and external rituals
from us. He wants to have first place in our hearts. Our daily schedule reveals the depth of our love for Him. If we spend most of our
time thinking about or pursuing something other than God, then
we might have an idol problem. It’s time to shift our focus to the
only one who is truly worthy to be worshipped.
Father, help me make You the first priority of every moment, every day. In Jesus’
name, amen.
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Together in Him
How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! (Psalm 133:1).
Scripture: Psalms 133–134
Song: “Bind Us Together”
For many years I attended and helped lead in-depth, inductive
Bible studies at my church. After a number of people moved away,
we no longer had enough people committed to the classes. When
my neighbor invited me to a Bible study, I hesitated. Then she explained that she’d formed a group called “Together in Christ” to
offer Bible studies to bring together all the women in our small
town. I never regretted singing and studying the Word with ladies
representing different denominations. We didn’t agree on all theological points, but we found joy in celebrating the Savior we had
in common. (We shouldn’t be afraid to dig in to various views and
discover what the Bible says about them.)
As the body of Christ, we are His representatives in this world.
Others will not glimpse His love, forgiveness, and grace if they see
churches and denominations fighting over points of doctrine or being immature regarding assorted disputes. A lack of unity hinders
our work and hurts our witness to the world, both individually and
as a church body.
We can rise above such clashes by remembering how much we
have in common. We are all sinners, forgiven through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, longing to serve Him and see others brought into
His kingdom. If we find joy in celebrating Christ together, more
people will want to join us.
Father, help me spread peace and unity among believers. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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A Comforting Reminder
“‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who was,
and is, and is to come” (Revelation 4:8).
Scripture: Revelation 4
Song: “Revelation Song”
As a child, it didn’t take much to scare me. When my family
watched A Christmas Carol, I would duck under the kitchen table and peek through the doorway to watch the scenes featuring
ghosts. But I grew up to count Charles Dickens among my favorite
authors and treasure my copy of his famous Christmas book.
I used to feel frightened by the heavenly scene John describes
with thunder, lightning, fire, and especially the four creatures covered with eyes and chanting day and night. But now I’ve grown to
love their declaration of God’s holiness, sovereignty, and timelessness. God has worked out His purposes in history, He is involved in
current events, and His plan for the future will surely unfold.
On any given day, I find myself haunted by my own “ghosts.” Regret over past mistakes and failures, dissatisfaction with my present
circumstances, and worry about what might happen in the future
attack singly or sometimes all together. That’s when I need the reminder that God was, is, and is to come. He has forgiven my past.
He offers guidance for my life right now. Regardless of what I face
in the future, He has guaranteed the security of my soul. That is a
comforting revelation!

Father, thank You that Your holiness and sovereignty never change. Help me trust
You to handle my past, present, and future. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Learning a New Language
“We [Jews from every nation] hear them [Galileans]
declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” (Acts 2:11).
Scripture: Acts 2:1-12
Song: “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”
William Cameron Townsend traveled to Guatemala in 1917 to sell
Spanish Bibles. But he discovered that many people spoke other languages (for which there was no Bible translation)—and they couldn’t
read Spanish. This need prompted Townsend to start a linguistics
school to train people in Bible translation. He officially founded
Wycliffe Bible Translators in 1942. Wycliffe completed its 500th
translation in 2000 and adopted a new goal: to see a Bible translation
project started in every language still needing one by 2025.
God has made it clear that the gospel message is intended for the
whole world. At Pentecost, citizens of 15 different geographical
locations heard Peter and the others praising God in languages they
understood. Similarly, Jesus approaches each person in the exact
way He knows will be most effective at getting their attention and
helping them understand Him.
Each of us might speak just one language, but we have many
ways to communicate God’s truth. Some people will respond to our
testimony, others to a theological discussion, and others through casual conversation during social activities. With God’s help, we can
learn to recognize other people’s emotional or spiritual “language”
and speak of His wonders in ways they best understand.

Father, make me sensitive to the best way to communicate Your truth to each person
I meet. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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The Path Ahead
David said about [Jesus]: “You have made known to me
the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence”
(Acts 2:28).
Scripture: Acts 2:22-36
Song: “There Will Be a Day”
By the time I managed to get to my hometown 600 miles away,
my 89-year-old dad lay in the hospital bed with eyes closed, morphine dripping through an IV. All that week I sat in his hospital
room with family members. Early on the ninth morning, Dad’s
blood pressure dropped too low for the nurses to get a reading. As I
stood by his bed with my hand on his forehead, his shallow, irregular breaths gradually decreased. Finally, the last bit of air softly left
his lungs. My dad was no longer on this earth. We all felt my dad’s
loss deeply, but God’s promises comforted us.
Peter told a crowd that God had raised Jesus from the dead “because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him” (Acts
2:24). Because of Jesus’ sacrificial death to pay for our sins, death
can’t keep a hold on our loved ones either, or on us.
From a human standpoint, death may seem like the end of the
road. But for a believer in Christ, that last breath we take on earth
continues us on the path of our eternal life of being filled with joy
in the presence of our Savior.

Father, help me live each day with bold faith and courage, secure in Your promise
that I will be forever in Your presence once this earthly life ends. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
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A Lasting Legacy
[The believers] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer
(Acts 2:42).
Scripture: Acts 2:37-47
Song: “Only Jesus”
The news of my longtime friend Judy’s death saddened me. We
had attended church together for years until we’d both moved away. I
spent much time reflecting on what Judy had devoted her life to after
her teaching career: studying and teaching the Bible, serving in our
prayer ministry, fellowshipping with family and friends, and using her
sewing and crafting skills to create handmade gifts of love. I decided
that my memories of Judy painted a picture of a life well-lived.
The early Christians devoted themselves to the study of God’s
Word, fellowship, prayer, and taking care of each other’s needs. As a
result, they grew in their personal faith and in their numbers. Their
spiritual growth and their love for each other proved to be a powerful
witness to those around them. Many responded to the gospel message, adding to those early believers’ legacy that still lives on today.
We all devote our lives to something. Whatever we spend our
time, energy, and other resources on reveals what we consider most
valuable. This commitment affects our daily choices and decisions,
and eventually shapes the legacy we will one day leave behind. If
we keep our focus on loving God and others, our earthly life will be
well-lived and leave memories that continue to point others to Him.

Father, help me live each day in a way that honors You and builds a lasting legacy
for Your glory. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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